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CHAPLAINCY PAY ISSUE
FINDS BAPTISTS SPLIT

RICHMOND, Va., May, 1862 (BP)--The principle of separation of church and. state 
has become a real issue for Baptists in the current crisis.

Although the Baptists have proven themselves militantly patriotic in support 
of the Confederacy, they are divided over the government paying the salaries of 
chaplains for the army. Many Baptist pastors have already enlisted in the ranks 
of the volunteer regiments rather than seek appointments to the chaplaincy.

Samuel Henderson, editor of the Southwestern Baptist, has expressed the opinion 
that "it would be a wise policy for Congress to repeal the law creating this office" 
£the chaplain/. In this same editorial he stated further, "The war department is 
not competent to decide upon the qualifications of a minister of the Gospel."

.From Marion, Ala., the president of the Domestic Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, William H. McIntosh, has written in a letter published in The 
Southwestern Baptist, "The system of chaplaincies . . . does not meet the wants, and 
to my mind is opposed alike to the genius of our government, and the spirit of the 
Gospel."

Baptists are not opposed to spiritual leadership for the armies. This has 
been proven by the support they have given to other means for providing such gui­
dance .

In the several states where the armies are active the Baptist conventions are 
carrying on religious work among the soldiers. The Domestic Mission Board has 
appointed missionaries to the soldiers. Distribution of tracts and religious 
newspapers had received great interest.

The opposition to the chaplaincy centers in the governmental support. Those 
who oppose the present system say that such support violates the principles of 
separation of church and state. They contend that all chaplains should be supported 
by a local church or at least a group of churches.

®® ^^^ has been expressed that this is but one step in the direction of 
government control of religious activities. It is felt that any breach in the wall 
of separation must be opposed.

This is not a new.stand for Baptists. The 17th Century English Baptist, John 
Smyth, wrote, "The magistrate is not by virtue of his office to meddle with reli- 
tion. . , . The Baptist leaders of Virginia in the last century proved them­
selves defenders of the principles of separation.

In 1787, when it was found that religious liberty was not sufficiently safe­
guarded in the new Constitution, Baptists began to campaign for an amendment which 
would provide the needed safeguards.

Not all Baptists are opposed to the present form of the chaplaincy. There are 
many chaplains presently.serving with the armies. It is significant, however, that 
there are more Baptists in the army than any other group but the same ratio does not 
hold for chaplains.

. It is obvious the opposition to governmental support of the chaplains has de­
finitely influenced the number of Baptist pastors willing to serve.
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