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CONFEDERATE BAPTIST
LAUNCHES PUBLICATION

COLUMBIA, S. C., October, 1862 (BP)—The Confederate Baptist is now being 
published in Columbia. The first issue appeared Oct. 1.

The proprietors, S. W. Bookhart and A. K. Durham, expressed in the first issue 
a great satisfaction over the prospects of the new publication. They have set a 

goal of 5,000 subscribers.

This venture reverses the trend which has been evident among Baptist papers 
during this year. Both the Southwestern Baptist, published in Alabama, and The 
Christian Index, published in Georgia, were forced to suspend publication for а 
time earlier this year.

The editors of The Confederate Baptist have indicated a recognition of the 
current problems of cost of printing and the scarcity of paper in their first issue. 
These problems are mentioned as reasons for publishing a paper somewhat smaller in 
size than customary.

The editors, J. L. Reynolds and J. M. C. Breaker, have adopted as the motto 
of the paper, "Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and unto God the 
things that are God's."

As stated in the first issue of the paper, the "primary design is the advance­
ment of the denomination in intelligence and piety." The political loyalties of 
all concerned with the publication are clearly indicated by the title under which 
they have chosen to publish.

Of this loyalty, the editors wrote in their inaugural editorial, "We regard 
the establishment of the independence of the Confederate States as а foregone con­
clusion, and we expect to live and die in the enjoyment of the blessings of our 
glorious Confederacy."

Church loyalty is clearly seen in the statement of the editors which appeared 
in the first issue, "In our ecclesiastical relations we are Baptists, and deem it 
our duty to avail ourselves of all suitable occasions to exhibit, explain and vin­
dicate our denominational faith and practice."

A somewhat more tolerant spirit than that expressed by other Baptist editors 
is seen in the further statement, "We trust we are not insensible to the vast 
amount of intelligent and substantial piety which exists in our brethren of other 
denominations. With them we aim to cultivate fraternal relations; and while we 
shall express our candid dissent from what we deem their errors, we hope to do so 
in the spirit of meekness and kindness."
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