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MISSIONARY RESORTS 
TO SECULAR SUPPORT

RICHMOND, Va., November, 1862 (BP)--Wartime conditions in America have forced 
many missionaries to find means of supporting themselves with secular work. Matthew 
T. Yates hap secured a position as interpreter and superintendent of Chinese taxes 
for the Municipal Council of the Foreign Community in Shanghai.

Yates feels that this position will strengthen the mission work in that city. 
In a letter dated Oct. 6, he wrote, "This position will enable me to gain an un­
bounded influence over a population of not less than 80,000 Chinese."

The new position will not completely curtail Yates' missionary enterprises. 
His new position will involve spending four or five hours per day translating for 
his employers. He will then be free for the remainder of the day to carry on his 

usual evangelistic activities.

Yates and his wife have served in Shanghai since 18^7. They were appointed 
as missionaries to China by the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention in 18U6. Mr. and Mrs. Yates with their daughter returned to Shanghai two 

years ago after a visit to the United States.

In October, after his return from furlough, Yates expressed his intention of 
remaining at his post regardless of the conflicts either in China or America. At 
that time he wrote, "I was the first to begin operations at this station, more than 
thirteen years ago, and I shall be the last to desert it."

Only nine other missionaries of the mission board of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion ore left in China. George W. Burton and his family returned to America last 
year due to poor health. Two missionaries have been killed this year. Charles 
W. Gaillard was killed in a typhoon in July. James Landrum Holmes was murdered by 
rebels in the current rebellion. The widow of each martyred missionary is still 

serving faithfully in China.
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