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Southern Baptist Theological
Scrdndry Forced to Close

GREENVILLE, S. C. September, 1862 (BP)--The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary has been forced to close its doors for lack of students. The Conscription 
Act recently passed by the Confederate Congress has now completely depleted the 
student body here.

The Seminary had only eight students left in its student body at the close of 
its session last spring. However, the faculty had planned to reopen this fall. 
In a recent letter to his colleague, John A. Broadus, Dr. James P. Boyce, Chairman 
of the faculty had written, "State distinctly the fact that we will open the first 
of September."

The failure to exempt theological students from the draft means that the 
seminaries of several different denominations will be closed. This now means 
that the supply of educational ministers to these denominations will be cut off.

In a letter to G. ’.V. Randolph, Secretary of War for the Confederate States, 
Dr. Boyce commented on how limited the supply of educated ministers is at the present. 
He further commented "To destroy it will be disastrous to the moral and religious 
condition of the country. To continue it will scarcely weaken at all the army 
of the Confederate states."

Dr. Boyce has been attempting since last March to receive a favorable ruling 
on the exemption of the students. Other members of the faculty have also been 
involved in various activities to have the students exempted.

Dr. Basil Manly Jr. appealed to the Governor and the state council of 
South Carolina for help. Only last March he made a trip to Columbia for this 
purpose and at that time he was assured by two leading members of the council 
that the students need not be concerned. The events of the summer have changed 
this situation.

Even though the Seminary will not open Dr. Boyce has requested the professors, 
Broadus, Manly and William Williams, to retain their connection with the insti­
tution. The professors will engage in other pursuits to provide a living until 
the reopening of the Seminary seems practicable.

During the time that the school has had a limited student body the faculty 
has been engaged in farming and assisting in local churches. They will continue 
preaching in the various churches around Greenville during this present 
emergency.

Dr. Boyce himself served for a time as Chaplain with the volunteer regiment 
from Creenville. He resigned this position last May to seek election to the 
state legislature. He is now serving in that body.
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