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BALTIMORE, Md., December, 1862 (BP)--Seven leaders of Baptist work in this 
area have been called upon to act as a provisional board for the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. This new board will attempt to continue 
the mission work of the convention for the time that the ports of the South are 
closed by blockade.

The seven who have been asked to serve are Richard Fuller, J. M. W. Williams, 
Franklin Wilson, Hiram Woods, Jr., Henry Taylor, A. F. Crane and A. J. Lowndes. 
These men are carrying on their work by making appeals in public meetings and 
through the Baptist papers.

Richard Fuller, one of the "judicious brethern" as the seven men were called 
in their appointment, is president of the Southern Baptist Convention. J. M. W. 
Williams has been elected corresponding secretary for the provisional board.

The Southern Baptist Convention now has mission work in China and Africa. 
It will be the responsibility of the provisional board to maintain communication 
with the missionaries in these areas. They are charged also with the responsibility 
of providing the funds necessary for the continuation of missionary activitis.

Some of the missionaries have already secured secular work to assist in the 
financial crisis. Dr. R. H. Graves, missionary to China, has received financial 
aid from the London Missionary Society.

For some time the Mission Board at Richmond has sent funds under a flag of 
truce to Baltimore for transmission abroad. Permission for the work to be support­
ed in this way was secured by . Fuller from the Secretary of State in Washington. 
It is the suspension of this permission which has necessitated the appointment of 
the provisional board.

At the annual meeting of the Maryland Baptist Union Association last year, 
. William Crane, a deacon in the Baptist Church of this city, was requested 

to act as the agent for any monies received for missions. More than $2,000 has been 
sent from Richmond to . Crane.

The money for foreign missions has been forwarded by . Crane to Isaac T. 
Smith, the financial agent of the Foreign Mission Board living in New York. . 
Smith will send the money on to the missionaries. Mr. Smith has already made 
large advances to the missionaries of the Board.

The Maryland Association expressed its thanks by adopting a resolution which 
read in part, "We tender our acknowledgements to brother Smith for his Christian 
conduct and labor of love in behalf of our missionaries at all times, especially 
in their hour of trouble, when they have been cut off from the Board at Richmond."

Since the lines are now closed for the transmission of mission funds from the 
board at Richmond, the provisional board will depend for support on the churches 
within the Federal lines which have been associated with the Southern Baptist 
Convention. These churches are located for the most part in the border territory 
of Maryland, District of Columbia, Kentucky and Missouri.
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