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On Governor’s orders, 
Nashville Ministers Jailed

NASHVILLE, Tenn. July, 1862 (BP)--Five ministers of this city have been 
imprisoned by the order of the Military Governor of Tennessee, Andrew Johnson. 
Three of the five, Doctors E. W. Sehon, S. D. Baldwin and W. D. F. Saurie, are 
of the Methodist Church, Dr. R. В. C. Howell is Pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
and Reuben Ford is Pastor of the Baptist Church on Cherry St.

All ministers were ordered to prison because they refused to take an oath 
of allegiance to the Federal government. They first appeared before the Military 
Governor on July 17. At that time they were presented with a statement expressing 
loyalty to the government of the United States, which they were asked to sign.

Dr. Howell in reporting on their interview with the governor said that Johnson 
spoke to them in violent and vituperative terms. He also"said that the Governor 
told them that they were all traitors.

The men asked for time to consider the loyalty oath and were given until 
June 28. When at the end of the days of grace the ministers still refused to sign 
the loyalty oath they were ordered to the penitentiary by Governor Johnson.

The order remanding the five ministers to the penitentiary stated that they 
were "there to remain until arrangements are completed for their transportation 
South, beyond the Federal lines, there to be left with the distinct understanding 
that if they recross or come within said lines during the existing rebellion, they 
will be considered spies, and dealt with accordingly."

Another opportunity for freedom has been promised the men if they give 
evidence of loyalty to the government of the United States. They have been asked 
to take the oath of allegiance and give bond of $5,000 each as security for the 
faithful observance of the oath.

_ Governor Johnson has prohibited visitors without special permits. The members 
of the congregation of each man are forbidden to provide comforts for their pastor 
lest, as the order read, "encouragement should be given to that secession spirit 
and feeling, which are manifested in the numerous offers of delicacies."

When first imprisoned the ministers attempted to carry on religious services 
among the other prisoners. This activity was stopped and the ministers separated 
from other prisoners. This move was considered necessary because the Governor 
said the ministers were corrupting the other prisoners still more fatally.

A correspondent for the Cincinnati Times reports that the five men are kept 
in a single room about twelve feet square. Special permission has been granted 
for each man to spend a half an hour each day with members of his family. However, 
a guard must be present at all times and the family of the prisoner is not per­
mitted to bring food.

With the ministers of the city imprisoned most of the churches of the city 
have been forced to suspend services. Only at the First Baptist Church are the 
regular services conducted. At the time of his imprisonment Dr. Howell made a 
special appeal to the leaders of the church to carry on during his absence. The 
request has been respected and services have continued.
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