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Georgia Baptists Disagree 
Over Teaching Slaves To Read

MACON, Ga., November, 1862 (BP)--The question of the repeal of the statutes 
of 1829 which forbids teaching slaves to read has become a point of real con­
troversy among Baptists of this state. The controversy is being expressed in the 
Christian Index and on the floor of the meeting of the local Baptist associations.

Both the editor of The Christian Index, Samuel Boykin, and N. M. Crawford, 
the president of Mercer College and president of the Georgia Baptist Convention, 
favor the repeal. The opposition has come from Baptist circles from various 
parts of the state.

Boykin, in an editorial in The Index of Sept, 9, pointed out that the 
reasons for forbidding teaching the slaves to read have now been removed. Originally 
the move was necessary to avoid the unrest created by abolitionary material sent 
from the North. This material is no longer freely sent into the South.

In his editorial Boykin wrote, "We have no right to debar such a large class 
from personal perusal of the Bible." He also called upon the legislators of 
Georgia and South Carolina to "remove this foul blot from their escutcheons".

A correspondent who signed his letter to The Index as "Baptist" wrote that 
Boykin had used "terms that a Black Republican of the deepest die could not 
improve." He also deplored the fact that so distinguished a leader as Dr. Crawford 
had joined in the move to repeal the statutes.

Another correspondent, who used the name "Philemon,” gave his objections to 
the repeal in three points. He first contended that the Baptist associations 
have no right to review or object to the civil laws.

This correspondent also wrote that the repeal would be impractical because 
if any slaves were taught they must all be taught. This would be impossible 
because the field hands could not go to school and work at the same time. Thus, 
if one should say that they ought to be in school this is saying that slavery 
itself is wrong.

The third objection of this correspondent was that if the slaves were taught 
to read it would start "a thirst in their minds, which in the circumstance, 
cannot be gratified."

The present controversy had its beginning in a resolution calling for the 
repeal which was unanimously adopted by the Cherokee Baptist Convention at its 
meeting in Manasses, Georgia on May 18 of this year. This convention was or­
ganized for educational and missionary purposes. It operates Cherokee Baptist 
College and publishes a newspaper.

At least one of the local associations which is a member of this convention 
has since instructed its delegates to seek reversal of the original resolution. 
However, at the original vote the audience joined the convention in the unanimous 
decision.

Boykin now seems to have withdrawn from the controversy. He has not 
published an editorial concerning the issue for several weeks. However, as late 
as the issue of Nov . 25 there was published a letter to the editor from Samuel
K. Talmage again calling for the repeal of the statutes.

BAPTISTS AND TIE CIVIL WAR Copyright, 1962, by Historical Commission 
Southern Baptist Convention

18 Arthur L. Walker, Jr., writer


