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Foreign Mission Board
Hires Blockade-Runners

RICHMOND, Va. March 1863 (BP)--The Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention has enlisted the services of blockade-runners for carrying on its activities 
abroad. The blockade-runners have been bringing messages to the board from the 
missionaries and providing a way for sending financial assistance to the missionaries.

Cut off from the missionaries by the naval blockade, the Mission Board has had 
no news from some of them for several months. The new approach will provide a more 
convenient way for transmitting Binds to the missionaries serving in China and Africa.

The Board has invested some of its receipts in long staple cotton and has sent 
it to be sold in England. The latest venture involved several bales of Sea Island 
cotton purchased by the Board for $1,500. If it reaches England it can be sold for 
nearly $5,000.

This venture has been made possible through the generosity of various individuals 
already engaged in blockade-running. Some of these men have owned ships, others have 
chartered them to send their own cotton to foreign ports, but they have agreed to carry 
the cotton purchased by the Board.

It is the plan of the Foreign Mission Board to engage in these practices in order 
to forward greater financial support to the missionaries who have been virtually 
stranded without funds due to the wartime limitations. In most cases the funds con­
tributed for mission activities can be tripled through such successful blockade 
running.

The funds derived from the sale of cotton in Liverpool or some other important 
English cotton markets can be sent directly to the missionaries by agents of the board 
in England. This will be helpful because in the past some such funds have been con­
fiscated by the forces of the Federal government.

The Board has recognized such activities involve great risks. However, the need 
of those missionaries serving in foreign countries and the attractive profits derived 
from such ventures have encouraged the mission board to use this means of forwarding 
large amounts of its funds.

Approval of the risky effort has been expressed by other Baptist leaders. Samuel 
Boykin, editor of the Christian Index, has written, ”... if the Board ever ceases 
to avail themselves of this profitable and advantageous mode of conveying funds abroad, 
they will manifest a blindness to the light of experience for which we will not give 
them credit.”

Some success has already been experienced in that several vessels carrying cotton 
owned by the Board have reached either Nassau or another West Indian port in safety. 
--Arthur L. Walker, Jr.
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