
Colporters Stimulate
Servicemen’s Interest

RICHMOND, Va. May, 1863 (BP)--"Modern history presents no example of armies 
so nearly converted into churches as the armies of Southern defense." A. E. 
Dickinson made this claim in his annual report of the colportage work of the 
Sunday School and Publication Board to the General Association of Baptists of 
Virginia.

Dickinson, who is secretary of the board, continued, "On the crest of this 
flood of war, which threatens to engulf our freedom, rides a pure Christianity; 
the Gospel of the grace of God shines through the smoke of battle with the light 
that leads to heaven; and the camp becomes a school of Christ."

This optimistic report is the result of the revivals which continue to break 
out among the armies of the Confederacy. The report of religious concern in the 
Army is greatly contrasted to the gloom which prevailed among the religious leaders 
in the first year of the war.

Religious conditions have greatly improved throughout the armies since the 
military disasters of the early part of last year. Many new chaplains have been 
appointed and the churches have appointed evangelists to visit the army.

In one revival last winter over 300 soldiers are known to have professed 
conversion. Revivals held during the winter and spring resulted in at least 
1,500 professions of religion.

Dickinson reports that organizations such as his own have aided in this im­
provement. "From the very first day of the unhappy contest to the present time, 
religious influences have been spreading among the soldiers, until now, in camp 
and hospital, throughout every portion of the army, revivals display their precious, 
saving power."

The Sunday School and Publication Board has distributed to date 24 million 
pages of religious tracts and 25,000 Bibles and Testaments. These tracts, religious 
newspapers and Bibles have made an added contribution to the concern for religious 
matters within the army.

Dickinson and his associates in Virginia were among the first to enter the 
work of colportage in the army. Many other state Baptist organizations and 
denominational groups now participate in such work.--Arthur L. Walker, Jr.
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