
Revival Breaks Out, 
More Help Asked For

ORANGE C.H., Va. August, 1863 (BP)--Chaplain J. J. D. Renfroe has issued a 
plea for assistance in the religious work among the soldiers. In a letter to the 
South Western Baptist he encouraged Baptist ministers to join in the work presently 
being conducted in the armies of the Confederacy.

Renfroe lists three reasons for this urgent plea. He wrote ’’there never was 
a more promising field of labor than this Army now presents for the work of a 
ministry who desire to save souls.” He also emphasized, ’’The state of religious 
feeling existing here would put our churches at home to the blush.”

As a third reason for calling the ministers to the army, Renfroe has pointed 
out that the officers are encouraging the religious revival which seems to have 
broken out within the units in Virginia.

Renfroe lists three ways in which he hopes his plea will be answered. He has 
asked for an increase of chaplains of all faiths. He pleads especially for more 
Baptist Chaplains. He has pointed out that it is only natural to seek to have 
more Baptist chaplains since the largest proportion of religious sentiment in the 
army is Baptist.

The third way which Renfroe suggests aid may come is a method which has had 
increasing popularity in recent months. In this way ministers make prolonged visits 
to the army. This method has been especially popular with those ministers who 
because of age or responsibilities are unable to become chaplains.

Renfroe has made his plea specific by listing the names of those whom he says 
have splendid qualifications for the chaplaincy. He also lists some of the older 
men whom he feels should make a prolonged visit.

Renfroe’s appeal is strengthened by the fact it is well known he had previously 
been prejudiced against the system of government supported chaplains.

Speaking of the chaplains in his latest appeal he has written, ”1 am convinced 
that their work cannot be done by any other plan - or rather it will not be done 
in any other way. The chaplain has a home in the army .... and he has a distinct 
work assigned him--he has charge of a sort of pastorate, over which he is to watch, 
and when he does his duty he will receive as much respect and consideration as he 
does at home.”

Renfroe has been serving with the Tenth Alabama Regiment since March. He 
joined the army after his younger brother was killed at Fredericksburg. Prior to 
his enlistment he was pastor of the church at Talladega, Ala. --Arthur L. Walker, Jr.
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