
Secretary of War Gives 
Society Church Property

WASHINGTON. January, 1864 (BP)--Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stanton, has given 
orders to all Army Commanders that Baptist church property in the South is to he 
placed at the disposal of representatives of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society.

This order was issued on the request of U. S. Sen. Ira Harris (R., N.Y.).
Sen. Harris, president of the American Baptist Missionary Union, asked the authorities 
to permit the Society to take charge of the abandoned Baptist meeting houses.
Secretary Stanton has granted more authority to the Society than was originally re­
quested.

The Home Mission Society in explaining its position has issued the statement 
thac deserted meeting houses have been stripped of equipment and converted into 
uses other than as places of worship. In some instances other denominations have 
taken control of the properties. In other cases the government itself has converted 
churches into stables and storehouses.

The Home Mission Society sought the military order io avoid this misuse of 
church property. J. W. Parker of Boston has been appointed the agent of the Mission 
to conduct the activities called for by the order.

As early as last year the Society took steps to control properties which 
belonged to Baptists in the territories now occupied by the Federal troops. At that 
time J. W. Horton, a representative of the Home Mission Society, visited New Orleans 
during the summer, as he said, "to look after Baptists' interests.”

On arriving in New Orleans, Horton obtained a military order from Provost 
Marshal Gen. Bowen which permitted him to take possession of property of the 
Coliseum Place Baptist Church. The church members were unwilling to surrender the 
building to him and of the 65 original members only five have continued to worship 
under the new administration.

Parker has announced that he will send representatives of the Society to the 
cities of Baton Rouge, Vicksburg, Chattanooga, Knoxville, Nashville and Memphis. 
The Society also has plans to send representatives into all the other states now 
controlled by Federal troops.--Arthur L. Walker, Jr.
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