
Confederate Soldiers 
Build 4-0 New Chapels

RICHMOND. May, 186U (BP)--Forty chapels have been constructed during the last 
four months by the Confederate soldiers in winter quarters along the Rapidan line. 
The construction of these chapels has been part of the religious interest expressed 
since the recent Gettysburg campaign.

The soldiers themselves have constructed these chapels. The men divided into 
various work groups with specific responsibilities. One group cut the logs, another 
hauled them; others erected the buildings. The work inside the buildings was done 
by still another party. The chapels were built even before the men finished their 
own winter quarters.

The co-operation of the various building parties made it possible for each 
chapel to be built in from two to six days. Some of the buildings are large 
enough to seat 500 or 600 worshippers.

The chapels climax the building program which has been conducted since the 
first such buildings were erected in the winter of 1861. Each year a larger number 
of the chapels has been built as the men have been quartered in their winter en­
campment.

Daily prayer and preaching services are now being conducted in the buildings 
which are both lighted and heated by torches in hugh fireplaces. Usually one or 
two rough candles, fashioned by the soldiers themselves, give light at the pulpit.

Many buildings have answered the double purpose of church and school. Both 
religious instruction and cultural emphases have been a part of each program con­
ducted by the chaplain or some other religious leader within the military unit 
served by the chapel.

Bible classes have been formed in many of the regiments. Books for circulating 
libraries have been collected, literary societies organized, and activities of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association are being conducted.

The chaplains have organized classes in non-religious subjects. They have 
taught many to read and write. Classes in Latin, Greek, French and German have 
been offered along with other courses, particularly mathematics, to help the young 
men prepare for the time when they will be able to assume their civilian pursuits.

Many of the officers of all ranks supported the construction of the chapels. 
Prior to his death last year Gen. ’’Stonewall” Jackson was the most noted usher at 
the chapel services held in his brigade.

Revivals have been almost continuous in many of the chapels. From August of 
last year until now at least 7000 professions of faith have been made in this area 
alone.--Arthur L. Walker, Jr.
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