
Keys to Confiscated
Church Returned

NEW ORLEANS. March 12, 1866 (BP)--The keys to the confiscated property of 
the Coliseum Place Baptist Church of New Orleans were received from Gen. E. R. S. 
Canby today by Russell Holman, representative of the Domestic Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Holman received possession of the property after fulfilling the conditions 
set forward by Gen. Canby last December. Holman was sent to New Orleans at that 
time by the mission board to determine the possibility of the return of the 
property.

Among the conditions set forth by the Federal general was the stipulation 
that proof be presented that the Southern Baptist Convention is an incorporated 
body. He also required proof of the loyalty of the corporators to the govern­
ment of the United States.

The church building could be restored to the Convention only if the freedmen 
had no claim upon the property. It was also required that a certificate of non­
alienation be furnished.

The property has been under confiscation since the summer of 1863. At that 
time J. W. Horton, representative of the American Baptist Home Mission Society 
of New York, obtained possession with a military order from Gen. Bowen, provost 
martial general. .

In 1861, the Coliseum Place Church had about 180 members. Today that 
number has dwindled to about 50- Many of the members have joined churches not 
controlled by a representative of the North. Other members have left the city.

Holman completed the necessary papers for the return of the property about 
the first of March of this year. It has been necessary for him to travel exten­
sively throughout the Southern Baptist Convention to fulfill all the conditions 
set forth by Gen. Canby.

After completing the requirements, Holman returned to this city and on 
March 8 the order was given which provided for the return of the property to its 
original owners, the Domestic Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
--Arthur L. Walker, Jr.
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