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El Paso publishers spread
By Daniel Perez ’Ішіінммймнпшимммманнмнмнжмшмм
El Paso Times

The Baptist Spanish Pub­
lishing House moved to El Paso 
from Mexico about 75 years 
ago, and it has stayed north of 
the border — though nearly all 
its products are aimed at south 
of the border.

The publishing house at 
7000 Alabama is the oldest 
Spanishdanguage publishing 
house in the country, said Joe 
T. Poe, company director of 
Bibles and commentaries.

ia palabra
around the world

The business produces about 
1,000 types of religious litera­
ture, from pamphlets to 
leather bound Bibles, for about 
70 countries. The business, 
operated under the supervision 
of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention’s Foreign Missions 
Board, grossed $3 million in 
1988. >

Founded in 1905, the pub­
lishing operation moved to the 
United States from Leon, 
Guanajuato, Mexico, around 
1913 because of the Mexican 
Revolution. Company officials 
intended to return to Mexico 
but realized that the business 
took on a more international 
flavor in this country.

Both the company’s products 
and its employees are interna­
tional in scope. The employees 
represent about 12 different 
countries in Europe and Cen­
tral and South America,

“There are so many people 
from different countries that, 
all the world knows where we 
are>* gaid Laura Beamer, com­
pany director of personnel.

Beamer, a native of Ger­
many, started with the com­
pany as a part-time typist 25 
years ago and moved up the 
ladder.

The publishing house’s big­
gest customers are Mexico and 
Argentina, Poe said.

Some of the publications

are printed overseas.' One of 
the hottest sellers is a new 
Bible printed in Great Britain, 
“El Libro de Dios para la 
Familia de Hoy” (“The Book of 
God for the Family of Today”). 
Other top sellers are a set of 
devotional readings, “Manam 
tiales en el Desierto” 
(“Streams in the Desert”) and 
a book for preachers and public 
speakers, “El Sermon Eficaz” 
(“The Efficient Sermon”),

The main retailers of the 
company’s materials are Chris­
tian bookstores and churches, 
which in turn sell to individu­
als “from Juarez to the tip of 
South America,” Poe said.

In May, the company's board 
of trustees elected the sixth 
man to head the company since 
it was founded in 1905: Ro­
berto Garcia Bordoli. wiJLJba-t 
m^ge^ted^^the^^ 
ter-generaLdhirmg the- op 
tmstees-~t^^
Nov. Iff

Beamer and other officials 
credit the family atmosphere at 
Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House for keeping its 125 
workers happy.

Nearly a third of the com­
pany employees have stayed 
with the business at least 10 
years, and 10 percent have • 
stayed for 20 years, said I 
Norma Afmengol, secretary to 
the general director. , ,

Beamer said the best part of у 
working for the company is the \ 
feeling that you are doing / 
something worthwhile. ’ ;;

/Tm doing my part to spread ■ 
the good word, and that is ' 
satisfying, I have nothing 
against other jobs, but this is 
better than making boose,” she 
said.
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Company library

84-year history
Some of the more important 

people and periods in the his­
tory of the oldest Spanish-Ian- 
guage publishing house in the 
country are captured in a 
*^6^ exhibit in the company’s 
spacious library,

An 8-foottalI display cabi-

- net that spans the length of a 
wall contains artifacts and 
mementos from the 84*year 
history of the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House, 7000 Ala­
bama. ^b^i^ag was formerly 

a Baptist hospital for tubercu­
losis patients. Its courtyard 
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1 L r Eagar Davis oversaw in^ ™e .company’s . storage 
much of the business’s growth .?nd sapping area. The buiM- 
“ “?е exwutive director from inS ^ includes libraries* 
190b to 1943. conference rooms; and corpo-’

The busing „oved и ^^^ Ю“Л de

T Ebusiness Started in 
^2?’ y^najuato, Mexico, in

Campbell Street in El Paso in 
•1916 and then to the Alabama 
street location in 1938.
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Baptist Spanish Publishing House 
looks at secular self-help books

The Baptist Spanish Publish­
ing House, 7000 Alabama, pro­
duces thousands of Spanish 
religious pamphlets, magazines 
and books, but is considering a 
line of secular self-help books 
that could be made available in 
regular bookstores,

‘The books will suggest how 
people can lead fuller lives/* 
said Joe T, Poe, company 
director of Bibles and commen­
taries.

Almost all the publications 
are printed in Spanish, but 
some literature has been done 
in French and Carribbean Eng­
lish, Poe said. “We’re kind of 
like Ivory soap in that we’re

99.44 percent Spanish/* he said, 
referring to the soap’s classic 
advertising campaign.

The publishing house will try 
to strengthen its music depart­
ment, which-produces original 
compositions and musical cas­
sette tapes to go along with 
printed hymnals. The depart­
ment produces everything from 
musical pamphlets to full hym­
nals.

The company also does some ' 
■ computer desktop publishing. It j 
farms out bigger publishing 
orders to companies overseas, i 
including ones in Great Britain, 
Colombia and Australia.


