
H# x^ZZ/

» News
October 13, 1986

Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Box 6767, Richmond, Va. 23230 (804) 353-0151
News and Information Services, Robert L. Stanley, Director

Missionaries Revising
Classic Spanish Bible

By Erich Bridges

EL PASO, Texas (BP)—-in a quiet room in West Texas, three men are making 
history» 3

Word by painstaking word, they are laboring to produce the first popular 
revision in a generation of the classic Reina-Valera Bible, the 400-year-old 
Spanish contemporary of the King James Version.

The men are Southern Baptist missionary Joe Poe, retired missionary Cecil 
McConnell and Peruvian Bible scholar Moises Chavez. Their dream is a modern 
Spanish Bible, faithful to the Scriptures and the literary beauty of the 
Reina-Valera, but understandable and affordable to the 250 million people of 
the Spanish-speaking world.

The complete New Testament began rolling off the presses in May. The full 
Bible probably will appear in 1988, almost a decade after the project began.

The Baptist Spanish Publishing House in El Paso, an arm of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, is publishing the Reina-Valera Actualizada 
Version. Poe directs the Bible Publications Department at the publishing 
house, which distributes Christian literature to more than 40 countries.

Nearly 750,000 New Testaments already have been sold, including a 
record-breaking order of 235,000 on a single day in August.

Mexican Baptists ordered 100,000 paperback New Testaments—with special 
covers reading "Mexico, Come Unto Me" above a national map and a soccer 
ball for distribution in relation to the recent World Cup soccer competition. 
Another 100,000 are going to El Salvador with a special cover. Other orders 
are coming in from throughout Latin America. The New Testament also will be 
available at Baptist Book Stores and other bookstores in the United States.

The first edition of the New Testament features 13 short Bible studies in 
the back. The lessons are "designed for people who know nothing about the 
Bible, have never studied the Bible or perhaps don't even know how to find a 
chapter and a verse," says missionary Sam Shaw, promotion and distribution 
coordinator for the new Bible. Also included are four pages of Bible 
choruses. A cassette tape is being produced to provide musical accompaniment.
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When some of our consultants say, 'Let's say it like this because it 
sounds better in Spanish,' our answer is, 'It may sound better, but is that 
what it says?' We want it to say what it says."

They also want to appeal to all Christians. "Our Bible is not a Baptist 
Bible," McConnell asserts. "I don't want a Baptist Bible. I want Bible Bap­
tists but not a Baptist Bible. The Bible is a biblical Bible."

The three colleagues hope to produce a Bible for general use by church 
members, preachers, seminary students and professors—and the Spanish-speaking 
masses searching for the Word of God.

Judging from the soaring sales of the New Testament, they may succeed.
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