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Spending a week in the Mexican 
Seminary at El Paso, Texas, was in­
deed a privilege. It was a busy and 
a happy week, one of the happiest 
I have spent since I left the mission 
field.

The Seminary, together with the 
Baptist Publishing House for the 
Spanish-speaking peoples, under the 
able management of missionary J. E. 
Davis, is housed in the splendid 
property located eight miles from 
the city of El Paso, and formerly 
occupied by the Southern Baptist 
Sanatorium. The location, buildings, 
and equipment are ideal; but the 
greatest thing about the institution 
is the faculty and student body.

The faculty is composed of five 
men and four women, only two of 
whom are missionaries under the 
appointment of the Foreign Mission 
Board; but all nine are missionaries 
in the truest and highest sense. I 
know of no other seminary on a 
mission field that has a superior 
faculty, if indeed its equal.

Professor Jonas Garcia, one time 
federal senator of the Republic of 
Mexico, and for years one of the six

federal inspectors of Public Educa­
tion in Mexico, is a fine Christian 
gentleman of the old school. 
Because his Christian conscience 
would not permit him to force the 
public school teachers to teach 
communism in the schools, he vol­
untarily resigned his high and lucra­
tive position when he was within 
four years of a pension for life. His 
charming daughter, Miss Neomi 
Garcia, gave up her position as 
teacher in Mexico for the same 
reason.

It was a liberal education to have 
contact with this cultured couple. 
If Professor Garcia did nothing but 
walk through the buildings once a 
day, the optimism, culture, and con­
secration that radiate from his cap­
tivating personality would be worth 
infinitely more to the institution 
than the small salary it is able to 
pay him.

Professor Alfredo C. Muller, a 
native of Old Mexico, has com­
pleted, with the exception of his 
thesis, all the requirements for a 
Ph.D. degree in the Southern Bap­

tist Theological Seminary at Louis­
ville.

Professor Abel P. Pierson, also 
Mexican born, will take his M.A. 
from the University of Colorado 
this summer. These men, giving to 
the institution all they are and all 
they have, would be an honor to 
any school. Mrs. Pierson is as ex­
cellent as her fine husband, and is 
filling just as important a place in 
the school life.

Professor Alfredo Lerin and wife, 
gifted musicians, are preparing the 
group of young people to sing, to 
the hearts of the Spanish-speaking 
people, the old, old story of Jesus 
and His love. I have not heard 
such singing since I left the Rio de 
Janeiro and Bucharest Seminaries.

President J. H. Benson and wife 
are the guiding hands, and they are 
doing a fine piece of work.

The student body this year is 
composed of twenty-four men and 
ten women. Eleven are from Old 
Mexico, one from California, one 
from Central America, one from 
New Mexico, two from Kansas, and 
seventeen from Texas.

The plant, equipment, and faculty 
are sufficient to take care of one 
hundred students. The problem is 
how to secure a student fund suffi­
cient to support that number. Most 
of the students come from condi­
tions under which they are unable 
to meet their school expenses. If 
sufficient funds could be secured, 
the student body could be doubled 
in number by the coming year. The 
new students do all of the manual 
work connected with the institu­
tion. The advanced students give 
their week-ends to pastoring the 
Mexican churches and evangelizing 
in the cities and towns for miles 
around.

Surely the Lord is establishing, 
out there at the junction of Texas, 
New Mexico and Old Mexico, an 
institution that means much, and, 
as the years come and go, will mean 
more and more in the evangelization 
and training of the entire Spanish 
world.
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