
W
' ill the printed page survive the next 20 years? 
Southern Baptist response to the question posed 
in a recent publication is a resounding affirma­
tive. Through their support of the expanding ministry of 

the Casa Bautista de Publicaciones (Baptist Spanish Pub­
lishing House), a major institution of the Foreign Mission 
Board, located in El Paso, Texas, they are dedicated to 
reaching the world’s 300 million Spanish speaking people 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

ORIGIN OF THE PUBLISHING HOUSE/In Toluca, 
Mexico, during the Christmas holidays of 1904, missionary 
J. E. Davis purchased a secondhand printing press which he 
installed in the kitchen of his home in early 1905. The first 
trickle of printer’s ink applied in that year has increased to 
flood tide, and the printing capacity of this missionary pub­
lication center is almost a hundred thousand large sheets per 
day.

For ten exciting and difficult years, Davis struggled to 
maintain his printing operation in the city of Leon, Mexico. 
One of these adventures included a printing job for the 
Mexican rebel, Pancho Villa.

In light of the continued unstable conditions in Mexico, 
Davis began to explore other possibilities for the location of



his Imprenta Bautista (Baptist Press). Through consultation 
with the Foreign Mission Board, he finally decided to locate 
in the border city of El Paso, Texas. In retrospect, this 
decision appears to have been dictated by the providence of 
God, for—having broken the ties which would have limited 
it to a national institution—the publishing house from its 
present strategic vantage point now serves over 70 countries 
and every continent of the world. Thus its ministry makes 
an impact on more lives than any other institution of the 
Foreign Mission Board.

The ministry of the publishing house can best be de­
scribed in terms of the various uses of the printed page. Its 
role is that of a supportive ministy to every facet of mis­
sionary endeavor, whether evangelism, church development, 
student work, medical missions, or theological training. Ev­
ery type of outreach ultimately looks to the medium of the 
printed page for a worthy and effective ally in communicat­
ing the gospel.

THE PRINTED PAGE PROCLAIMS/The most obvi­
ous missionary responsibility is to proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord. For this purpose, some 6 million tracts 
and booklets are published annually by the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House.

Another vital means of proclamation is through music. 
The Spanish hymnals, El Nuevo Himnano Popular and the 
new Himnario Bautista and Himnario de Alabama 
Evangelica, in their various editions, have reached a total 
distribution of well over a quarter million copies.

THE PRINTED PAGE PREPARES/Christian literature 
is essential to the nurture of New Testament churches and 
the preparation of local church leadership. Consequently, 29 
periodicals with an annual distribution of almost 3 million 
copies seek to provide adequate and attractive materials for 
each of the church organizations. Each year thousands of 
Vacation Bible School books go out to more than 70 coun­
tries in the world. In addition to these, other educational 
and leadership training tools claim their share of the publi­
cation program. At the same time there are books which 
prepare the believer in Christ to meet the daily demands of 
life with teaching from the Scriptures.

A vital area of the publication program is dedicated to 
leadership preparation beyond the local church level. This 
includes theological textbooks for Bible schools and 
seminaries, as well as commentaries and other materials for 
the Spanish speaking pastor. Seminary extension materials,



helps for lay leaders, and other basic tools for church and 
denominational development are provided. An average of 
175 books in a total volume of over 1 million copies are 
published annually.

THE PRINTED PAGE PERFECTS/Certain books 
which are published by the Spanish publishing house are of 
polemical or controversial nature, as they seek to combat 
theological error and bring many from confusion to spiritual 
certainty. In two countries of Latin America the printed 
materials of the Baptist Spanish Publishing House led to the 
establishment of Baptist efforts which are now thriving con­
ventions.

THE PRINTED PAGE PENETRATES/In an effort to 
confront the non-Christian with the gospel’s claims, increas­
ing attention is being given to specialized materials beamed 
to a definite segment of society. The publishing house is 
doing this through an outreach magazine entitled Respuesta. 
This periodical serves as a witnessing aid in the hands of 
Christians or finds its way into the secular newsstands of 
Spanish speaking communities.

Cooperating closely in providing follow-up materials and 
correspondence courses, the publishing house aids Baptist 
radio and television efforts in penetrating the lives of 
Spanish speaking people.

Increasing attention is being given to the publication of 
Scriptures by the publishing house. El Camino de Vida, a 
specially marked New Testament for personal witnessing, 
was published in 1966. Almost a half million have now been 
printed in various editions and bindings. A Spanish study 
Bible, known as La Bibha de Estudio Mundo Hispano, was 
lauched in 1977 and sold its first edition of 30,000 copies in 
little over a year. Two additional printings have been done.

A family Bible, a large print Bible, and special editions



of the Spanish counterparts to The Living Bible and the 
Good News Bible have been published recently and are 
enjoying everwidening ministries. Various New Testaments 
and Bible portions are included in the publishing houses 
current line of Scripture publications. A new revision of the 
Reina-Valera Bible has been done and is being published in 
stages, with economical formats appropriate for widespread 
use in evangelism, home Bible studies and similar outreach 
activities.

In addition to its regular program of Spanish publica­
tions, the publishing house prints English materials for the 
Caribbean which are finding use in such distant places as 
Africa, India, and other areas of the world where English is 
used. Also, two booklets have been published in Dutch for 
use by Baptist missionaries in Surinam. Materials for guided 
theological study and Master Life materials are being pre­
pared in French for distribution among French speaking 
people of the Caribbean and of West Africa.

UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE 
WORLD/The editing and printing of materials at the Bap­
tist Spanish Publishing House are only the beginning of the 
story. By boat, air, and overland, these materials are dis­
patched to Spanish speaking people around the world. Most 
of the literature is used by Baptist churches and institutions. 
Available also to non-Baptists, these materials exert a whole­
some, leavening influence in evangelical life throughout the 
Spanish speaking world. As a corollary of the work of the 
publishing house, the missions (organizations of Southern 
Baptist missionaries) in Latin America and Spain assume 
responsibility for wholesale literature deposits in the various 
countries. They also sponsor Baptist bookstores in major 
areas as well as small retail outlets in many local churches.

With the conviction that the “pen is mightier than the 
sword,” Southern Baptists are continuing to express their 
confidence in the power of the printed page as their Casa 
Bautista de Pubhcaciones moves forward.

—Compiled by N. Aldo Broda, 
General Director, BSPH


