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JAMES W. KELLY, Director, since January 1, 1972

He provides administrative direction in developing and maintaining an 

effective program of chaplaincy ministries in the armed services, and in 

hospitals, institutions and industry. Also coordinates the work of the 

division with the entire board and other Southern Baptist Convention 

agencies•

Kelly was born December 24, 1913 in Carthage, Arkansas. He received 

his B. A. from Ouachita Baptist University in 1936 and his Th. M. from 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1940. In 1951-1952, Kelly did 

postgraduate work at the University of Chicago. Ouachita University 

conferred upon him an Honorary D. D. degree in 1958.

He was pastor of the First Baptist Church, Malvern, Arkansas, before 

entering the Navy. He served in the Navy as chaplain for almost 30 years 

(1942-1972), rising in rank from lieutenant (jg) to Rear Admiral.

His wife is the former Frances Evelyn Morton. The Kellys have five children.

WILLIS ALFRED BROWN, Associate Director since 1970

With the Division of Chaplaincy, Brown works with chaplains in the 

armed forces, military personnel and families, hospitals, institutions, and 

in industry.

He is a native of Mississippi, having been born in Pontotoc, Mississippi, 

on August 19, 1909.

Before coming to his present position, Brown was pastor of Calvary 

Baptist Church in New Orleans, Louisiana, for six years. He was pastor at



Tioga, Louisiana, for seven years before going to New Orleans. During World 

War II he served for five years as an army chaplain and was promoted to the 

rank of Colonel on December 3, 1968.

Brown was educated at Mississippi College in Clinton, Mississippi, and 

at the Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. At the seminary 

he received the master’s and doctor’s degrees in theology.

He and Mrs. Brown, the former Ruby Taylor, have one son and one daughter.

WILLIAM L. CLARK, Assistant Director for military personnel ministries 

since 1970.

Chaplain Clark was born in Harpervllle, Mississippi, on March 21, 1911, and 

grew up in the Hattiesburg area. He is a graduate of Mississippi College, 

Clinton, Mississippi; and the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 

New Orleans, Louisiana. His Alma Mater, Mississippi College, awarded him 

the Honorary Doctor of Divinity degree in 1968.

During his years as an Air Force chaplain, Clark served in many areas 

of the world. He achieved the rank of Brigadier General and became the 

Deputy Chief of Air Force Chaplains, August 1, 1966.

He was pastor of Baptist churches in Mississippi and taught in the 

Forest County school system, Mississippi. His last pastorate before 

returning to military service in 1951 was the First Baptist Church, 

Ellisville, Mississippi.

Chaplain Clark is married to the former Margaret Rogers of Petal, 
three

Mississippi. The Clark family has two children--two daughters and a son.

ALFRED CARL HART, Assistant Director for institutions, Division of 

Chaplaincy, of the Home Mission Board.

Hart came to the Home Board staff in 1970. He had previously been serving



with Tennessee correctional institutions since 1962. He held pastorates in

North Carolina and Tennessees 1952 to I962.

He was born August 31, 1928 in Collierville, Tennessee. He is a graduate 

of Bethel College, McKenzie, Tennessee and Southeastern Baptist Theological 

Seminary, Wake Forest, North Carolina. He also attended Union University, 

Jackson, Tennessee. Emmanuel Bible College awarded him the doctor of divinity 

degree in 1969.

He is married to the former Janie Sue Davis. The couple has two sons: 

David Carl and Paul Alfred.

In addition to his work as pastor and chaplain, Hart is skilled in journalism 

having written a Chaplain’s Manual and a Handbook on the Volunteer Chaplain. 

Also he has been chairman of the editorial committee of the American Protestant 

Correctional Chaplain's Association, 1970-1971 and 1972,

LOWELL FRAZIER SODEMAN serves as assistant director in the Division of Chaplaincy 

for the industrial chaplaincy of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Sodeman was born in Camden Point, Missouri, on February 6, 1914. He attended 

William-Jewell College from 1931 to 1935. Also Wake Forest from which school 

he received a B. S. degree in 1939. Furthermore, in 1966-1967 he received a 

B.S, degree from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest,

During the period from 1964-1966 he completed a one-year requirement for 

a chaplain intern and served as chaplain to students in the eleven para-medical 

schools connected with North Carolina Baptist Hospital.

In addition to his work as a chaplain, he served several church pastorates 

in North Carolina, Kentucky, South Carolina and Missouri. Moreover, he was 

a chaplain in the U. S. Army and attained the rank of Captain.

Mr. and Mrs. Sodeman (Mary Elizabeth) have four children.


