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In many respects Jesus of Nazareth was a typical Jewish rabbi. He worshiped
in the synagogue; He quoted from the Old Testament; and most of what He taught can
be found in earlier Rabbinic sources. This raises a question that has been heatedly
debated for nineteen hundred years: Just what, if any, was His uniqueness? In

what way does the religion of Jesus differ from the religion of Judaiam? Was the
arly church justified in thinking of herself as a new reality, or was she really
ust an adaptation of the old covenant? Of course, there are more implications here
han could be dealt with in one sermon; what I want to do this morning is to single
ut one distinctive and show its relevance for the church or today.,

That distinctive to which I have reference is Jesus! relationship to sinful

{ people. From a reading of the Gospel records, it is quite obvious that this was

| the occasion of a fundamental clash with Judaism. The difference here was more a
matter of method than of concern. The Jews honestly cared for '"the people of the

¢ land, " and they established elaborate rituals by which a sinner could be purified.
Anytime one would present himself in repentance, they were willing to deal with him.
& But Jesus did not wait for the sinner to come on his own; He went out, and by His

¢ action tried to set in motion the process of repentance. Here, then, was the basic
L difference: with the Jews, the initiative was taken by the sinner and the movement
twas toward the religious community; with Jesus, the initiative was His and He moved
toward the sinner., To put it in its simplest form: the Jews waited; Jesus went.
One approach is that of ™ he sought™; the other is that of "the Seeker."” The
standing rabbi and the searching Shepherd - this sets the difference in bold relief.

Now do not for one minute underestimate the significance of this distinctive.
t gives shape to every facet of religious life, What I think about God, how I
late to my fellowman - all of this is determined by the basic motif. And this
atter approach must be formative for any group that claims kinship with Christ.
s a;z.lame "Christian' has no meaning, unless this distinctive principle is operative
we do.

This poses as good a test for the modern church as anything I know. dJust what
s our attitude toward outsiders? Here is the telling inquiry: do we reflect the
rit that was uniquely our Lord*s? He took the initiative...made the first move...
me to ssek and to save, What about us who follow in His path?

| The history of the church is pathetic reading at this point, How often Jesus
ust have looked down and repeated His gquestion: ™Why do you call me lord, lLord,

_ and do not the things I command you?" (Iuke 6:46). At some points the Body of

iChrist has not even lived up to the level of the synagogue; that is, she has

Jjected those who come on their own initiative., By letting human barriers rise up
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fere He has "broken down the middle wall of partition" (Ephesians 2:14), the church
jas denied not only the outgoing nature of Christt!s love but also its universal
peope. Examples of this are elmost too numerous - and embarrassing - to relate.

I Many years ago a bright young Indian who was studying in England decided to
pttend a Christian church, Although raised a devout Hindu, he was quite interested

Im Christianity, But when he entered the door, his path was blocked, and he was

1d that only white people were allowed in there. The young Indian's name was
andis he later had extraordinary influence, but as you can imagine, he never became
f Chnstian.

§  One day a woman of questionable character appeared at a church service, and
i3 \. it so much she began to attend regularly. Finally the minister had to ask her
o quit coming, explaining: "Many of our members object to your being seen here."
fhere was a long pause, and then with tears welling up in her eyes she said: "I
mow I aint't what I ought to be, But sir, ain't there any place a sinner can go?"
t times, instead of being seeking love, the church has not been love at all. Christ
ust wonder why we bother to use His name when we are so unlike Him, :

1 But it is not enough to abstain from rejection. Passive acceptance and tolera-
don fall far short of distinctive Christianity. This is my haunting fear about our
ﬁ...»ﬁ ch. Our doors are open, but that is about all, We operate too much on a "™take-
~or-leave-it" basis, I am ashamed to admit it, but I suspect that most of those
$ho come to us make the firsb step. We respond to their desire rather than their
sponding to us. Until we'can get on the offensive, and are actually alert to the
peeds of the community, we may grow and become more impressive, but we ghall not be
mniquely Christian. The church is most herself when the concerns of " others become -
Bur concern; when we can speak before being spoken to; when we can say honesbly to
pur community: ™What happens to you makes a difference to us.™

Dr. Roy MecClain tells of a young man who sat down by a lady on a train and began
ng to her quite naturally about the Christian life. When they got to their
atina.t:.on, they said goodbye on the train platform. The woman®s husband asked who
%t was, and the wife replied: Must the man who sat beside me on the train.® As
Rhey walked along, she said: %"You know, he asked me the strangest thing. He asked
pe if I was a Christian.” The husband replied indignantly: "I hope you told him to
mind his own business.™ She answered° "That's just it; to hear him talk, you would
nk it was his business.” Quite frankly, this is our business -~ the legitimate
cern of the church of Jesus Christ. Taking the e initiative ™o seek and to save

ot which is lost™ is the essence of Christianity.

- With this prineciple of seeking love clearly in mind, the church must ask how
such a mission can be accomplished. And right here we encounter a condition that is
Becoming increasingly obvious today; namely, the lost will not attend our church ser-
rices. For some reason the institutional church has lost much of her attracting
er, The building itself seems to be a barrier, and the number is inc¢reasing who
ot be lured into the program as it is now structured. Invite them all you will,
vy have developed a mental - or spiritual - block., More and more these days I
hear revivals described this way: "Good preaching, good singing, good crowds -~ but
}- decisions."” Then the person will add: "There simply were not any lost people
ere." In one of my earlier pastorates I recall there was a man who had never
attended church much in all his life., Through a bereavement experience I was able
%0 get close to him, and he began to come to church, He seemed enthralled by it all,
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it being a brand new experience for him, After the fourth Sunday, he came up to me
jand made an interesting observation: #That was a wonderful sermon, but the people
®ho needed to hear it most were not here." A relative newcomer had sensed the great
pakness of the modern church: we are cut of touch with those who need the Gospel

most. And from the way the future looks, they “will not come to regular church ser-
wices. _

What must we do? Shall we continue to invite them and give up hope whsn they
fuse to attend our institution? No! A church of seeking love will reckon with
he situation and devise a strategy. If they will not come to us, then we must go
'to them. If the regula.r church services are impotent, then we must shift the fron-

itier. And this morning I have a definite proposal to make - let your home becoms
the frontier of seeking love.

Now this is certainly not an original idea of mine. It goes back to the New
stament, and to the earliest stages of Jesus! ministry. One day, while in Caper- .
aum, Jesus passed by the seat of customs and issued a startling invitation., To Levi,
he most despised man in town, Jesus said: "Follow me." And Levi did; we are told
arose and followed Him" (Mark 2:14). Then note what happened next. Levi wanted
o share this experience with others of his outcast friends, but he did not invite
m to the synagogue to hear Jesus preach, He knew they would not be accepted or
hat they could never be persuaded to do it. So, levi invited them to his house for
er, and this became "the frontier® for Christ. In this atmosphere the usual
enses were down, and seeking love could make contact as nowhere elss,

3 I am impressed with the possibilities of this technique for today. I believe
fthere are people who could be reached this way who are completely immune to the tra-
4 ta.onal approaches. They react against the stereotype "soul-winner® who has only

,: 8 limited interest in them and wants to superimpose his opinion on them. I do not
gean to disparage the personal worker who diligently goes out "in the highways and
dges." But many times it has been done in a negative spirit. I have known peopls
go out in a judgmental and condescending way; they are quick to say to the pros-
ct: "You are a sinner, lost, damned." They often appear to be self-righteous,

if they have a right to "set another straight."” Because there is little love or
armth here, more often than not it fails,

Set over against- this the positive approach of levi., Iet us say, for example,
you invite to dinner some person or couple who are not meaningfully related to

ist. You might invite someone else who is an articulate and concerned Christian.
whole atmosphere should be positive. Your concern is not to embarrass a person
2 be overbearing, but rather simply to share with them what you can. In the compan-
& onship that is created by eating together, a personal witness can flow quite natu-
irally. You are not trying to win a debate or compel belief; you plainly tell what
fChrist and the church have meant in your life. Think of yourself not as a prosecu-
or a judge, but as a witness - one who speaks out of his own experience for the
efit of all concerned. Now this will not always succeed; but the possibility of
ing initial contact in this way is far greater than usual.

In Luke 14:12-1) Jesus suggests that sometime we entertain "for the Gospelts
‘sake," And this morning I challenge you to dedicate your dinner table to the Lord.
cannot even imagine what would happen if the one thousand homes in our church
ibecame "frontiers of seeking love." It would not only bring new peopls to Christ;
.= t. would also deepen and enrich our own understanding. The best way to learn is to
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- teach; the quickest way to grow spiritually is "to give yourself away." Renewal as
we have never experienced it would come into our church if we dared to make this
 venture.

2 I am utterly seriously in this challenge, and I have a specific deadline in
imind, Between now and April the fifteenth, will you bring someone into your home
i and let them experience Christian fellowship and witnsss? This is literally "the
homework"” I am assigning. The battlefield of today is not here in the chureh
building. This is "the training center," "he supply depot," the place where you
i come to get refreshed and inspired; but the battle line is out there - where you

t live. .

Not long ago I read about the missionary method of the Church of South India.

-:In most of the villages there is no church building, so when a missionary comes to
town, he goes to the home of a Christian. Then all the other Christians go out and

t at his feet, and the non~Christians stand about in a cirele. And when the Gos-

r someone has sought them out., And they can believe, because they have seen this:
ve incarnate in Christians.

This is the only power the church ever has - when the Gospel finds expression
ough men, dJust as our redemption was wrought when "the Word became flesh and
1t among us" (John 1:14), so now we must let this Seeking Love find habitation
us. I am asking you personally to accept this challenge. ILet your home...your
ble,..your witness be "the frontier of seeking love." '

This is literally your "homswork.,"

bring their neighbors to this home, The preacher stands in the door, the Christians
1 of Seeking Iove is proclaimed, those on the outside already have experienced it,




