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W. A. CRISWELL, 65, has been pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Dallas (largest congregation in the 
Southern Baptist Convention) for 30 years. Previously, 
he was pastor of Baptist churches in Oklahoma and is a 
former president of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
He is a graduate of Baylor University, Waco, Tex., and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
where he earned the doctor of theology degree. Baylor 
University conferred upon him an honorary doctor of 
divinity degree. A native of El Dorado, Okla., he is 
author of more than 15 books.

THE OLD-TIME RELIGION
BY W. A. CRISWELL
Text: Acts 8:4, 5, 6a, 8

“And there was great joy in that city.” (Acts 8:8)

I. The old-time religion was a religion of the Book. I never 
heard of an old-time preacher who did not believe in the literal, 
infallible, inspired, inerrant Word of God. To him the Bible was 
the written revelation of the will and work and Word of God— 
from the first verse in Genesis to the last verse of the Revelation.

The miracle of the Scriptures is an astonishment of the ages. 
It was written by forty different men through fifteen different 
centuries. It has been unchanged now for almost two thousand 
years, and yet it is our highest revelation of the spiritual worship 
of the human soul. The Bible was written against the background 
of vastly differing cultures, yet none of the weird, monstrous 
errors of the time are to be found in the Book. The strange cos­
mogony of the Egyptians and the ridiculous anthropology of the 
ancient Babylonians is nowhere to be seen in the pages of the 
Holy Bible. On the other hand, the marvelous scientific accuracy 
of the inspired Word is a glory to behold. For example, Job 26:7 
states that the Lord God hung the world “upon nothing.” When 
Job said that, all men believed the earth had some kind of a 
solid foundation.

The Egyptians believed it was supported by five pillars—one 
at each corner and one in the middle. The Greeks believed the 
earth was borne up on the shoulders of a great giant named 
Atlas. The Hindus believed the earth was balanced on the back 
of a gigantic elephant, that the elephant was standing on the 
back of an immense turtle, and that the turtle was swimming in 
a cosmic sea. When the turtle moved, it accounted for earth­
quakes on the earth.

But God said in Job 26:7 that He hung the world upon nothing. 
In Isaiah 40:22 the Lord God is described as seated above the 
“circle” of the earth. This was written hundreds of years before 
it was established that the earth was round.

There is one Lord, and one faith, and one baptism, and one 
Book.

II. The old-time religion was a religion of the atoning blood. 
Modern denial for the need of such a gospel of redemption is 
almost universal. The unbeliever states his position bluntly, rude­
ly, and brutally. If you have tractors to move mountains, you 
don’t need faith. If you have penicillin, you don’t need prayer. 
If you have positive thinking, you don’t need salvation. If you 
have the state, you don’t need the church. If you have manuals on 
science, you don’t need the Bible. If you have an Edison and an

Einstein, you don’t need Jesus. They define life in terms of ma­
terial values.

But the message of the old-time religion addressed itself to a 
far deeper human need than any to which tractors, penicillin, 
manuals, and government could minister. The old-time religion 
addressed itself to the spiritual problem of sin and the need of re­
generation and a changed heart. The old-time religion was es­
sentially a message of redemption. Its fundamental purpose was 
to deliver us from the bondage and judgment of sin. It was not 
in the first place an ethic, although it was ethical. It was not 
in the first place reformational although it had social, political, and 
cultural overtones.

The old-time religion was first and above all a gospel of re­
demption. It was a message on the text that Christ was delivered 
for our offenses and raised for our justification. The character 
and substance of this old-time faith can be poignantly seen in 
the symbol of the church through the years. The symbol of the 
church is not a burning bush, it is not a table of stone, it is not 
a seven-branched lampstand, it is not a halo around a submissive 
head, it is not even a golden crown. The symbol of the church is 
a rugged, bloody cross, a cross in all its naked hideousness as 
the Romans would have it, in all its philosophical irrationality as 
the Greeks would have it, a cross in all its power to save as Paul 
preached it.

“Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?”

III. The old-time religion was a religion of the blessed hope. 
Our forefathers believed in the literal, visible appearing of the 
Lord Christ from heaven. He is coming under a two-fold simile, 
first as a thief in the night, and second, as the lightning shines 
from the east to the west. He is coming as a thief in the night 
with unsandaled feet, softly, secretly, furtively, clandestinely, im­
minently. He is coming to steal away His jewels, the pearl of 
price.

He is coming for His people. This marvelous rapture will in­
clude us all—dead and alive. We shall all be changed, in a mo­
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump. The Lord 
will not leave in the dust of the ground the least of His saints who 
has placed his trust in Him. Not a bone shall be left in the region 
of death, not a relic for Satan to gloat over. As Enoch was trans­
lated, as Noah was shut up in the ark by the hand of God, as 
Lot was snatched out of Sodom by the hand of the angels, so 
God's people will be taken out of the earth before the judgments 
of the Great Tribulation.

Our Lord is coming, also, as lightning cleaves the bosom of the 
sky. He is coming openly, visibly, triumphantly. The text of 
the apocalypse is Revelation 1:7, “Behold, he cometh with clouds, 
and every eye shall see him.”

Our victorious Lord is coming with His people. He is coming 
in the glory of the Father as the Son of God and God the Son. 
He is coming in His own glory as the Son of God, the son of 
Abraham, the son of David, the Son of Man. The crucified man, 
the risen man, the infinite, eternal man, both God and man, the 
God-man Christ Jesus!

He is coming as the King of Israel, as the King of the nations, 
as the King of Kings, as the Lord God pantokrator. He is com­
ing as the restorer of the earth, its re-Creator, its Prince, its 
manifest and eternal God. Then shall be fulfilled the blessed 
promises of Micah and Isaiah and all the prophets. This is the 
blessed hope of Titus 2:13. This is the faith of the old-time re­
ligion.


