
Perhaps you have heard the old reply to the commandment to 
tithe, “That’s under the Old Covenant.” All right, let’s get under 
the New Covenant! I have been unable to find anywhere in the 
Word of God any mention of less than a tithe, either for a Jew 
or a Christian. If you are particularly interested in getting under 
the New Covenant, I have news for you today—you had better be 
prepared to give everything you have into the care and keeping 
of Jesus as the Lord of life.

What about this business of witnessing? Our Lord said, “Go ye 
therefore into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature, teaching them to observe whatsoever things I have 
commanded you, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end.” Are you going or do you say, “I’ll go if I feel like 
it” or “I’ll go if it’s convenient” or “I’ll go if everything works 
out” or “I’ll go if somebody will send me.”

The first evidence that one is a “commandment man” in this 
matter of witnessing shows itself in the feet. It begins in the feet. 
If it doesn’t begin there, it doesn’t begin anywhere. The Psalmist 
said, “He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious seed shall 
doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” It 
begins in the feet!

Now let me speak a little bit more personally to the preacher, 
God’s leader.

I believe that we ought not to assume that just because we have 
surrendered to God’s call to special privilege in the church that 
we may live any way we please. No man was more divinely pre­
pared and called than Moses who, by the way, was a command­
ment man.

Two or three things impress me in the life of this commandment 
man.

For one thing, I think his coming forward was far more 
dramatic than we have imagined.

I believe the break with Pharaoh’s court was one of the most 
dramatic public confessions and acknowledgement of the call of 
God that has taken place in the history of God’s dealing with the 
human race. I cannot imagine anything more shocking and more 
dramatic than young Moses, trained for the throne of Egypt, 
stepping out and making his commitment to do God's will while 
life should last.

But, he made a serious mistake. He assumed that a sudden burst 
of passion automatically equipped him for leadership in God’s 
service. You and I had better exercise utmost caution in this 
respect.

You will remember that Moses went down to visit his people 
and, while there, saw one of his brethren being abused. It was 
here that he made one of the worst mistakes in his life. He said, 
“I am God’s man and as God’s man I am going to get the job 
done. That’s what He called me to do.” And he picked up a club 
and killed an Egyptian. He never got over this. He paid for it 
for the rest of his life. Why? Simply because a sudden burst of 
enthusiasm, feeling, if you please, led him to assume that he was 
automatically qualified to do God’s job.

I believe there is no substitute nor can there be for enthusiasm, 
but you and I had better remember that just because we have the 
capacity to get terribly excited about things this does not by any 
means automatically qualify us to do the job.

There is a second thing about this commandment man: while 
he was paying for his mistake by being banished to the backside 
of the desert, he learned the difference between “that while the 
newspaper and news media report the crackling and the burning 
of the fires of sin that are always destructive; there are also other 
fires that burn and do not consume.” The fire from the altar of 
God burns and, oftentimes, is seen only on the backside of the 
desert burning. But it does not consume like the fires of sin. God 
set the fire, God tends the fire, God spreads the fire. And what you 
learn from the news media and what you interpret as being success 
or failure is not necessarily true. If Moses were to stand here 
today he would say to you, “God’s fire is burning somewhere.” It 
may be that in this place of meeting some preacher, not known 
to any one of us, has the fire of God burning in his soul and he 
will be used of God as God’s leader in the next generation.

The tragedy of this man’s life is that after he learned so many 
things about God personally he took a long time to translate it 
into service. I have been strong on having the preacher’s study at 
home and I have talked about it all over the SBC (haven’t done 
all that much studying—you would know that by listening to me), 
I think it is important, but a man can become so enamored of 
study that he will be nothing more than a theological connoisseur 
out of touch with people. Let me say something today to you 
about that. A man out of touch with people is of absolutely no 
use to God. A man out of touch with God is of no use to the 
people. But, a man out of touch with people is of no use to God.

There is one final thing I want to say about God’s command­
ment man: he carried the memory of his mistakes with him until 
his dying day.

I have always felt that great men ought to die in high places. 
I think one of the tragedies in the lives of men known to you and 
me is that they fell victim to the deteriorating process and died in 
ignominy. Moses was a great man. I think Moses was a com­
mandment man. I think Moses made mistakes but he was still 
God’s man. When he stood on Pisgah and looked over into the 
Promised Land, he looked back into the camp of Israel and saw 
here and there the little fire burning in front of the tents of God’s 
people and, though he was not permitted to see fulfilment of 
God’s promise he said in his heart, “Down yonder is my hope—in 
front of those little tents the fires of God are still burning.” The 
continuity of the work of God is more important than the 
satisfaction of any of his servants.

I want to say to you this afternoon that if you are looking for 
the exciting satisfaction that you feel ought to come at the end 
of your ministry, you must remember that the continuity of the 
work of God is more important than the success or the satisfaction 
of any of His servants. Be a commandment man!

God has permitted me to walk with you across the long years 
and as I look back and look around and look up, there is hope in 
my heart this afternoon because here and there across the world I 
can see the watchfires burning in front of the tents of God’s 
people.

I think the writer of the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” must 
have had this in mind when she said, “I have seen Him in the 
watch-fires of a hundred circling camps; He is trampling out the 
vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; His truth is march­
ing on.”

Are you a “commandment man” or a “feeling man”? I want to 
say to you as I close nothing else makes any difference at all if 
you are not doing what God has told you to do.

For Release After 3:40 p.m., Mon., June 9,1975

W. A. CRISWELL, 66, has been pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Dallas (largest congregation in the Southern 
Baptist Convention) for 31 years. Previously, he was pastor 
of Baptist churches in Oklahoma and is a former president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. He is a graduate of 
Baylor University, Waco, Tex., and Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Louisville, Ky., where he earned the 
doctor of theology degree. Baylor University conferred upon 
him an honorary doctor of divinity degree. A native of 
El Dorado, Okla., he is the author of more than 15 books. 
He recently participated in a debate with atheist, Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair, broadcast on a Texas radio station.

THE PASTOR—A PROCLAIMER 
OF GOD’S WORD

One day an infidel challenged a brilliant minister to a debate 
on the inspiration of the Bible. When the time came, the atheist 
stood up first to deny the Word of God. He opened his remarks 
with these words: “Now in this debate we shall not turn for proof 
to the Bible, itself, for you cannot prove a thing by the thing itself. 
You cannot test a thing by the thing itself. Thus we are not to 
prove the Bible by the Bible, itself. Rather, our debate is to con­
cern extraneous matters and materials.” It was a very unusual 
premise.

After he sat down, the minister stood up and said: “All of us 
have listened to the ground rules laid down by my opponent, this 
atheist, that in this debate we are not to appeal to the Bible, itself; 
for he says that we cannot prove a thing by the thing itself or test 
a thing by the thing itself, but that we must turn to extraneous 
evidences.” Then said this brilliant minister: “That would be as 
though a man who had a ranch went to the assayer and said, ‘You 
know, I have found an outcropping of quartz on my ranch and 
in it are some yellow particles. I think that I have gold in those 
mountains.’ The assayer would reply, ‘Well, bring me a piece of 
that quartz with those gold specks it in,’ and the ranchman would
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say, ‘Oh, no, indeed not. For you cannot prove a thing by the 
thing itself nor can you test a thing by the thing itself. You take 
one of the bricks out of the walls of your house, and you test it, 
and tell me whether or not there is gold on my ranch.’ ”

Then the minister said, “Or it would be as though a man feared 
someone was poisoning him by putting potassium cyanide in his 
sugar. So he went to the chemist and said: ‘I am fearful that 
someone is seeking to poison me. I am afraid there is cyanide in 
my sugar bowl.’ So the chemist said, ‘Well, you bring me your boM 
of sugar and we will test it.’ ‘Oh, no,’ said the man, ‘you cannot 
prove a thing by the thing itself, nor can you test a thing by the 
thing itself. You go to the kitchen and get your salt shaker off 
the table and test it, and tell me whether there is cyanide in my 
sugar bowl or not.’ ” Then the minister went right ahead, as he 
should have done, and looked at the Bible, itself, to see whether 
or not it is God-breathed (the actual meaning of the word “in­
spired”). Now, that is what we are going to do in this sermon.
THREE FOUNDATIONAL OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING 

THE BIBLE
Three things I have chosen to discuss that are to be found in 

the Bible, the foundation of our faith—three very patent things 
evident on every sacred page.

First: All that we know of God and all that we know of true 
religion are to be found between the covers of this sacred volume. 
You could make a life study of the natural world and you could 
philosophize about it endlessly. The heathen did; the pagan did. 
In this approach you would learn about as much concerning the 
Creator of this world as you would about the architect of a palace 
by gazing upon it. You would come to the conclusion that the 
world was created by someone of vast, illimitable resources—but 
that is all. Further, you might look at a beautiful sunset or a 
glorious rainbow and surmise that whoever created them must 
have loved things beautiful—but that is all. Again, you might 
listen to the roar of thunder and watch the flash of lightning, 
and surmise that whoever is their primal cause is one of vast 
power—but that is all. You might look within yourself and 
philosophize about your knowledge of right from wrong and 
conclude that whoever created you is a Lord of righteousness. 
But you could never know who that Creator is, you could never 
know His name, you could never know His character and His 
personality, were He not self-revealed, were He not self-disclosed, 
as He is in this Holy Book. All that we know of a personal God is 
revealed in His Word, the Bible.

All that you know of Jesus is revealed in these sacred pages. 
The few exceptions are the sentences in secular history by Tacitus 
and by Suetonius, Roman historians who were writing after the 
death of Caesar Nero, and in Pliny’s letters. In describing the life 
of Nero, Tacitus said the Emperor laid upon the followers of 
Christ the blame for the burning of Rome. Therefore the historian 
had to explain to a world that had never heard of Christ just who 
Christ was: a Jew who was crucified under the Roman Procurator, 
Pontius Pilate. This is the one sentence in Tacitus. Likewise, there 
is one sentence in Suetonius describing Christians. That is all, 
aside from a sentence in one of Pliny’s letters and a spurious 
paragraph in Josephus. Therefore if we are to know anything 
about the Lord Jesus Christ, if we are introduced to Him, we 
must come to that knowledge through the pages of the Bible.

During seminary days, I was very much impressed by the re­
mark of my Greek teacher, one of the far-famed scholars of all 
time. When he had finished the course of the New Testament, he 
said: ‘‘Young gentlemen, you have studied Christ Himself, the 
whole Christ, all of Christ. When you study the Bible, when you 
study the gospels, you are studying the Lord, Himself. For all we 
know of the Lord is encompassed in these sacred pages.”

All that we know of salvation we read in the Book. “What must 
I do to be saved?” you ask. Let a heathen philosopher reply; let 
a pagan theorist reply; let a metaphysician reply; let a Hindu 
religionist reply; let a pseudo-scientist reply. Listening to them, 
you are as lost and as darkened in counsel as you would be if you 
had never asked the question. There is no light of salvation in 
them.

All we know of the future is revealed in this sacred Book. Seers 
in ancient times have peered through the long vistas of the cen­
turies and have been baffled in words and in wisdom as they tried 
to ferret out some answer to the question of what lies ahead. But 
there is no revelation other than that to be found in the immutable 
Word of the immutable God. Men do not, cannot know the future. 
But God knows it and reveals it, and this revelation becomes one 
of the mighty reasons for the inspiration of the Scriptures.

THE BIBLE’S UNITY LN DIVERSITY
I have a second observation as I hold the Word of God in my

hand. Its one theme produces an amazing and astonishing unity 
in diversity. I carefully worked out that sentence. Let me repeat 
it. Its one great theme reveals an astonishing and amazing unity 
in diversity. There is one thread, a golden thread—I like to call 
it a scarlet thread—there is one golden, scarlet thread through all 
the Word of God. There is one tremendous theme in all the Word 
of God. It is proclaimed in the ancient day like this, “There is 
Someone who is coming.” It is announced in the day of His 
incarnation like this, “Someone is come.” Finally it is prophesied 
in the day of the apocalyptic consummation like this, “Someone 
is coming again.” This one great theme binds the whole Book 
together. There is a Saviour who is coming. There is a Saviour 
who has come. There is a Lord Omnipotent who is coming again. 
And that one vast theme has produced an astonishing and amazing 
unity in the diversity of its unfolding in the pages of the Holy 
Scriptures.

There are at least forty writers in the Bible. They lived over a 
period of more than fifteen hundred years. They did not know 
each other. They were separated by culture and background, by 
civilization, by every kind and type of life. And yet for more than 
fifteen hundred years, over forty writers were speaking the same 
things, introducing the same revelation, repeating the same in­
comparable Word.

In the Holy Book you will find romance, as in the story of 
Sarah or Rebekah or Rachel or Ruth. You will find law, the in­
comparable precepts of the Mosaic legislature. You will find his­
tory, the story of the kings of Israel, of Judah and of the kingdoms 
of the world. You will find poetry, as in the incomparably beauti­
ful twenty-third Psalm. You will find proverbs. You will find 
prophecy. One-third of the Bible is prophecy. And yet through 
the gamut of its many-faceted literatures there is one great, hold­
ing, constant theme: The Lord is at hand. “Maranatha! Maranatha! 
the Lord is coming!”

You cannot divide this Book. You cannot separate it. It is one: 
the old covenant, the new covenant, the Old Testament, the New 
Testament. What is enfolded in the Old Testament is unfolded 
in the New. What lies latent in the Old Testament is patent in the 
New. What is promised and prophesied in the Old is produced 
and revealed in the New. They are one. “God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son 
(the Word of God)” (Hebrews 1:1,2). Whether the words are 
spoken by the prophets beholding the future, or whether they are 
spoken by the voice of the apostles declaring their fulfillment, they 
are all one—the Word of God. The Old and the New Covenants 
cannot be separated.

It is just so in the Word of God. This piece belongs to this piece; 
this section is inextricably connected with this section; and the 
whole thing is welded together by the hand of the Lord. That is 
the second observation concerning the Holy Book, its marvelous 
unity in diversity. It has one supreme announcement and one in­
comparably glorious message.

THE ONLY BOOK IN THE WORLD 
WRITTEN BY TRUE PROPHETS

Now, notice a third thing as you hold the Book in your hand. It 
is a book of prophecy, of revelation. The Book’s marvelous an­
nouncements give rise to a miraculous phenomenon which you 
will find alone and only in the Bible; namely, the prophets and 
the spirit of prophecy and the prophecies that they made. In no 
other religion, in no other culture, in no other philosophy, in no 
other part of human life or experience will you find that phe­
nomenon. There is only one religion in the world, there is only one 
place in the world where you will find a prophet and prophecy, 
and that is in the Word of God. The reason is very plain. There 
is no one who knows the future and there is no one who can 
foretell it except the Lord God. He alone controls and guides 
the future and by His sovereign grace brings things that He has 
said to an open and final consummation.

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God,” said Moses 
in Deuteronomy 29:29. It is only “those things which are revealed 
(that) belong unto us and to our children forever.” The secret 
things, the things that lie ahead belong unto the Lord our God. 
He alone knows them and can reveal them.

I hold the Book in my hand and I read predictions of events 
made thousands and thousands of years ahead. I read predictions 
centuries and centuries ahead. Sometimes these prophecies concern 
vast movements on the stage of human history. Sometimes they 
concern tiny inconsequentials that God saw in the mosaic of the 
world that was yet to come. But whether great or large they are 
a sign of the presence of the True God.

One of the interesting things that you will find in the Book is 
how the Lord God challenges the gods of the nations and the gods
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of the heathen. Listen to Him as He speaks to them in Isaiah 41: 
23: “Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods.” You so-called gods of Persia, of Assyria, 
of Egypt, of the Orient, of the Occident—wherever there is one 
who thinks himself wise or as a god—stand up and show the 
things that are to come hereafter that we may know that you are 
gods. “I am the Lord . . . behold . . . new things do I declare: 
before they spring forth 1 tell you of them” (Isaiah 42:8,9).

To show the difference between man’s surmising and prophecy 
is very simple to do. When a poll is taken, or when a politician 
in Washington surveys the nation and predicts that this coming 
November so-and-so is going to be elected, that is political 
sagacity, not prophecy. But suppose the same politician were to 
stand up in Washington and name the man that is going to be 
elected in A.D. 2164. That would be prophecy. To stand up and 
call the name of the President of the United States two hundred 
years hence is prophecy.

Many times will you find the conflict between the false unbe­
liever and the true Word of God in the Holy Scriptures. Jeremiah 
at one time was carrying around on his neck an iron yoke 
(Jeremiah 27, 28). He was parabolizing to the city of Jerusalem, 
preaching by example a sermon that God was going to desert and 
destroy that place, and that the people were going to be sold into 
captivity because of their iniquity. A prophet by the name of 
Hananiah met Jeremiah in front of the priests and the people and 
broke off that iron yoke from Jeremiah’s neck, saying in effect, 
“We are not going into Babylonian captivity.” Jeremiah stood up 
after the yoke was broken off his neck to say that “this nation 
and this king and these princes shall surely go into captivity and 
this shall be the sign: Hananiah, thou false prophet, thou shalt 
die this year” (see Jeremiah 28:14-17). Two months later Han­
aniah died. And before long the people were carried away into 
Babylonian captivity.

A similar story is told in I Kings 22 of the prophet Micaiah. 
Ahab, king of Israel, called Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, and said, 
“Let’s go up to Ramoth-gilead and take it; it belongs to us.” But 
Jehoshaphat, who was a godly man, wanted the Lord’s confirma­
tion. After all the prophets had told them to go to battle, 
Jehoshaphat said, “All these paid prophets say ‘Go up.’ Isn’t 
there one other prophet here?”

Ahab answered, “Yes, his name is Micaiah, but I hate him, I 
hate him, I hate him.”

Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t say that. Bring him before me.”
So they called Micaiah and they said, “Micaiah, all of these 

prophets say to go up and take Ramoth-gilead for the Lord is 
giving it to us.”

Micaiah’s reply was, “By the help of God, I shall say what God 
says, I shall deliver the Word of the Lord.” And when Micaiah 
spoke, he foretold the death of Ahab and the destruction of the 
armies of Israel.

Then Zedekiah, the leader of the false prophets, went over and 
smote Micaiah on his cheek and said, “Which way went the Spirit 
of the Lord from me to speak to you?”

Micaiah replied, “In the day when you crawl into your chambers 
in shame and disgrace, you will learn.” Then he turned to Ahab 
and said, “If you return alive from this battle this day, God has 
not spoken to me.”

You remember the rest of the story. Ahab disguised himself so 
that no one would know him and went out into the war against 
Ramoth-gilead. And the Book says that an archer drew back a bow 
at random, and let an arrow fly without even aiming; and that 
arrow found a joint in the harness of Ahab and pierced his heart 
and his blood flowed out in the chariot. They brought him home 
and washed the chariot at the well of Jezreel in the region where 
Naboth’s body had been slain by Jezebel and Ahab; and the dogs 
licked up the blood of Ahab as they washed the chariot. Then the 
story ends with these awesome words, “. . . according to the Word 
of the Lord” (I Kings 22:38).

One might speak of how the prophets described in minutiae the 
destruction of Tyre and how it came to pass; of how Nahum de­
scribed the destruction of Nineveh, and of how Diodorus Siculus, 
the Greek historian, inadvertently described the destruction of 
great Nineveh exactly according to the prophecy of Nahum; or of 
what Jeremiah said about the destruction of Jerusalem.

OUR PRESENT TIMES IN THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY
Let us look at the present times in the light of prophecy. 

Prophecy does not just concern former times. The Lord speaks to 
us of today. He reveals to us the things of this present age. An 
example of prophecy that reaches to us today is found in Daniel 2, 
in the vision of the great image. In the course of the kingdoms of 
this world, from the days of Daniel in 600 B.C. to the time of 
the consummation (and of course that includes us), there were

to be four great universal kingdoms according to Daniel’s 
prophecy: (1) Babylon, (2) Medo-Persia, (3) Greece, (4) Rome 
and thereafter. The world will never know a universal kingdom 
again, but it will be like the ten toes divided into iron and clay, 
some weak, some strong. We live in a day, not of a universal 
kingdom, but of strength and weakness among the nations, when 
nationalism is rising. And it will be thus until the days of that 
stone cut without hands from the mountains to fall and crush the 
feet of the image (Daniel 2:34, 35). That is typical prophecy of 
God, who can see the end from the beginning.

The whole national life of Israel has been one of prophecy. 
The prophets said that God would destroy the nation (e.g. 
Jeremiah 15, Isaiah 15:5). Ezekiel said that God would “Scatter 
them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries” 
(Ezekiel 12:15). But the prophets also said that Israel would be 
regathered from out of the nations to their land (Isaiah 11, 12; 
Ezekiel 39:27, 28). The prophets speak also of the future glory 
of the chosen family of God.

When He prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, 
and the resulting worldwide dispersement, the Lord Jesus said 
that this race, this genus, “this generation” will still be here when 
He comes again (Matthew 24:29-34). The Jew will be here, Jesus 
said, when He comes again. Did you ever see an Ammonite or a 
Canaanite or a Moabite or any other of those ancient peoples 
who are named in the Bible? But the Jew is still here. He is still 
here, and Jesus said that he will be here when He comes again.

It is not as though the Bible were telling in vague fashion of a 
coming Redeemer and Saviour. The prophecies are specific and 
detailed. There are three hundred and thirty-three precise details 
that describe the coming of our Lord and King—three hundred 
and thirty-three! In the twenty-second Psalm alone there are more 
than thirty exact descriptions of the cross of Jesus, written in a 
day when the only execution that Israel knew was stoning. Though 
the Psalmist spoke one thousand years before the time, it is as 
though he were standing by the cross.

The suffering and death of our Lord could hardly have been 
more poignantly described than the prophet Isaiah depicted it in 
the fifty-third chapter of his book. Isaiah wrote those words seven 
hundred and fifty years before Jesus died on the cross!! This is 
the Word of God.

No wonder the incomparable prophet affirmed and the great 
apostle quoted, “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the 
word of our God shall stand forever.” This is the foundation of 
our faith.
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In October of 1957, I ended the residency part of my seminary 
training and moved to Hartsville, Tennessee, where I became pas­
tor of the little First Baptist Church there, and the very first issue 
that confronted me was the one that is my subject tonight; 
namely, “What kind of involvement should the minister have in 
the larger life of the community?” I had not even gotten the 
moving van unloaded completely before I began to hear what was 
expected of the Baptist preacher in that community. To hear them 
tell it, all of my predecessors had served on the volunteer fire de­
partment, been available along with the Methodist minister and1 
the Church of Christ minister to drive the town’s one ambulance 
in emergencies, function as the Cub Scout leader, the secretary of 
the Kiwanis Club and chief fund raiser for the annual Red Cross 
drive. Needless to say, I was bewildered by this barrage of de­
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