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There is a purpose and plan in all God does with His peo­
ple. As Southern Baptists we belong to God and His heavenly 
purpose and plan reach down to us. We possess a heavenly 
mandate. We are saved to save others. We are under high 
commission to evangelize the world. We are called to heal 
the hurt of humanity tn the nahie of our Lord. We are set 
in the earth to mediate to the nations the mind of God that 
is in Christ Jesus. That purpose is beautifully and powerfully 
and poignantly set forth in the miracle wrought by the hands 
of Peter and John recorded in the third chapter of the Book 
of Acts.

Out of the many signs and wonders that were wrought by 
the preachers of Christ through the power of the Lord, Dr. 
Luke chooses one and presents his miraculous story here in 
the third chapter of Acts. There must be some reason why 
out of all of the many wonders, miracles, and signs that were 
done to affirm these men as the emissaries of God, Dr. Luke 
chooses this one. As we look at it carefully, it will be very 
manifest why this marvelous miracle is chosen.

First of all, the miracle in Acts 3:1-26 typifies and repre­
sents the work of our Lord Christ through His church. What 
kind of a work, to whom it is addressed, and how and why 
it is furthered in the earth are revealed in the wonderful 
position occupied by the impotent, lifelong-lame beggar. One 
could not imagine anyone more wonderfully situated or 
marvelously positioned than was that impotent beggar. Every 
day he was laid at the beautiful gate of the temple.

Before the beggar’s eyes was one of the most glorious 
panoramas in the world. Down the fifteen steps of ascent 
from the Beautiful gate to the court of the Gentiles and look­
ing east beyond, there was the Corinthian colonnaded porch 
of Solomon with four rows of glistening white marble 
columns. The top was studded with golden spikes to keep 
the fowls of the air from lighting on the temple. Beyond lay 
the Kidron Valley and its garden of the winepress of 
Gethsemane. Immediately before him rose the Mount of 
Olives, and all around stood the hills and mountains that 
surround Jerusalem. What a glorious panorama did he face 
in front of him!

Back of him rose the temple. Flavius Josephus described 
the temple as breathtaking, made of solid white marble. The 
front of the temple was covered in gold, shining with such 
purity and splendor in the sun, that Josephus says that the 
natural eye could not look upon it because the brilliance of 
the temple was blinding. Rising up to the crown of Mount 
Moriah, this sanctuary rose back of him.

Passing by the beggar every day were the most learned 
theologians and philosophers of his time. The rabbinical 
students in the school of Gamaliel, Hillel, and Shammai 
spoke of the revelation of God and the presence of the Lord 
in the world. There was not anyone more wonderfully situated 
than that impotent beggar. Yet for all of his fine situation, he 
was in no wise better. He lay there helpless, poor, and im­
potent, needing the hand of God. This is a type of humanity 
today. Despite our woiidefful situation, we are still impotent 
beggers needing the ableness and the power of the Lord.

Consider the situation of humanity. The panorama around 
us is breathtaking: the chalice of the blue sky that arches 
above, the myriad stars that smile upon us at night, the sun 
that rises to meridian strength in the day, the vernal showers 
that fall on the thirsting land, and the emerald and verdant 
earth that is brought to life in the springtime. Even God 
looking upon His creation said, “It is very good.”

Consider all of these who surround us. By the legions the 
poets, philosophers, teachers, doctors, psychologists, and 
psychiatrists, and political leaders daily walk in and out before 
us, speaking of their hypotheses, their theories, and their 
speculations. They are writing books and saying all kinds of 
things to and about us. Yet for all of our position and for all 
of these who surround us, humanity is still lost, impotent, and 
beggarly. We are magnificently positioned, but we need the 
presence, the hand, and the power of God. However we are 
placed and however magnificently we may be surrounded, 
we are still as impotent and as lost as ever before.

Once I listened to a learned psychologist state that in the 
years past we used to think that if we could change the en­
vironment of the man, we could change the man himself. 
Here are people living in poverty and in squalor and in filth. 
If we would take them out of the environment in which they 
live and build for them beautiful boulevards, sidewalks, and 
homes, and place them in another kind of environment, they 
would be a different kind of people. He said that is what we 
used to think and that is what we used to teach. “But,” he 
said, “we have experimented with it.” He gave an illustration.

In his own city there was a rat-infested, poverty-stricken, 
dirty part of town. With much money the citizens of the 
community cleared out the filth, built beautiful streets, planted 
trees, and gave the people beautiful places in which to live.



After they had spent the vast amount of money and time, the 
people were as decadent, degraded, and as sorry as they ever 
were. How a man is situated has nothing to do with the 
character of the man himself.

So poignantly do I remember one of the famous trials in 
all legal history, the trial of Loeb and Leopold. Clarence 
Darrow won his case (though he admitted that the boys were 
murderers) on the basis that they had grown up in an affluent 
home. They were the sons of rich families. Being satiated 
with all of the gifts and affluence of life, they were pampered 
and petted and thus driven to a thrill in the murder of a 
little friend. That is hard to believe, but that was the verdict 
of the law.

However beautifully positioned we may be, however all 
of the accouterments of art or affluence surround us, the 
human heart is still the same—impotent and beggarly in the 
presence of the most glorious gift of life.

The truth of that came to my mind as I was listening to the 
radio in the city of Dallas where it was reported that the 
police are now saying that Dallas is the focal point for the 
distribution of drugs, marijuana, and heroin in the United 
States. Couriers are bringing drugs into Dallas by the 
thousands of pounds, and in the case of marijuana, by the 
thousands of tons. The radio said that the police, who have 
been working on the case since last October, have finally 
uncovered leads of the men who are behind a $40 million 
haul of drugs. The report said that the leads point to some 
of the finest businessmen in the city of Dallas.

Who is it that is involved in the underworld^ Who is it 
that lives in the gutter of life? Who is it that se^Jts after all 
of the emoluments of this world? Is it the degraded, the 
decadent, the poor? It will be a mastermind back of a $40 
billion drug smuggling operation. It will be somebody shrewd, 
smart, and high up in the political and business world. If a 
man steals a dollar, he is a thief. That same man, if he has 
opportunity, will steal a million dollars because he is a thief. 
A thief is not a thief because of the amount that he steals. 
A thief is a thief because of his heart. He is a thief in his 
heart. Whether he steals a dollar, ten dollars, or $100 million, 
he is a thief because of what he is in his heart. His position, 
whether he is shoplifting, or whether he is head of one of the 
great corporate institutions of America, is just the same. The 
man’s position makes no difference in the man himself.

That is why this miraculous story is chosen, for it typifies 
humanity. However marvelously situated, with the presence 
of God calling out everywhere, with the glory of God seen 
every day and every night, living in the very sanctuary of the 
Lord God Almighty, yet impotent, lost, beggarly, and de­
graded. That is humanity.

The Gospel message is addressed to everybody, even to that 
impotent beggar. The universality of the address of the 
Christian message is remarkable. The Bible says. “And the 
common people heard Him gladly.” The power of the Gospel 
message is addressed to the great throngs of mankind, not to 
just an elect or select group of any kind or any status, but 
the Good News is offered to the intellectual, the affluent, the 
successful, and the leaders as well as to the degraded, un­
educated, in wise, poor, and beggarly. God somehow looks 
upon us all alike. He classifies us in just two groups: I either 
know the Lord in the pardon of my sins or I am lost no 
matter who I am. The power of the Gospel has always been 
such in its moving through the masses of the people.

When the Anglican Church of England shut out John 

Wesley and George Whitefield, those mighty servants of God 
preached to the thousands and the thousands on the river­
banks, wherever men could gather to listen to the Good 
News of the Son of God. Our Baptist preachers in the pioneer 
days pressed across the Alleghenies into the great heartland 
of the Midwest, finally to the prairies, and to the mountains 
in the Rockies, preaching wherever men gathered, wherever 
one would listen. They knew not where they would spend the 
night, fording rivers over which no bridges had been built, 
following trails unmarked except by Indian paths. They were 
full of the grace of God and eminently evangelistic, laying 
the foundation for the churches and the institutions that bless 
us today. That is the address of the Christian Gospel to all 
men everywhere.

The story of the beggar in Acts Three also typifies one of 
the instruments through which the church has been blessed in 
reaching men for God, healing. Always the Christian message 
has been associated with healing, ministering to the sick.

The passage that one studies in Acts 28:9-11 is unusual. 
In that chapter Paul and Dr. Luke are on Melita having been 
shipwrecked. Ministering to the people in Melita, Dr. Luke 
uses two words. He says that Paul iaomai, “heals”. He, the 
doctor, therapeuo, “practices medicine”. The two words are 
one in verse nine and one in verse ten, then he speaks of the 
honors they heaped upon them. Paul, in the power of God, 
doing the signs of an apostle iaomai, heals miraculously. Dr. 
Luke therapeuo, practices medicine. Those two practices 
always have been close together. They should be close to­
gether, for a man who is sick needs encouragement in his soul 
and in his heart as much as he needs healing in his physical 
frame. A man can be sick in his mind and soul as he can be 
sick in his body. The chaplain praying, the pastor praying, 
and the beloved physician therapeuo, practicing medicine, go 
together. When someone is sick, to have the preacher stand 
close by to pray is in itself a great balm and a great healing. 
That is why medical missions are always blessed of God. 
That is why I think our finest hospitals will always be 
Christian hospitals. That is God and God’s program for us.

Notice the testimony of the healed beggar. Oh, what an 
unbelievable come to pass when that healed man, impotent 
from his mother’s womb, got through praising God and telling 
the earth what the Lord had done for him!

In the testimony of Simon Peter, he begins:
“And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, 

Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye 
so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holi­
ness we had made this man to walk?

The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus.” 
Acts 3:l2-13a

That is something that every preacher and every7 teacher 
ought always first to remember; not I but Christ. There ought 
always to be first of all in every preacher and teacher self 
effacement, self denial, hiding himself away. There ought 
always to be in any servant of Christ a manifest humility. 
He is merely a voice, just an echo proclaiming what God 
hath written here in His Book. He is speaking in behalf of 
somebody else and he is an ambassador from the courts of 
heaven. He is always exalting the Lord, but never himself. 
Glorifying the Lord Jesus should be the first background and 
spirit in the appearance of any man of God or woman of 
God who speaks in the name of the Lord.

What is it that Simon Peter delivers to those wondering, 
listening, and expectant people? It is the rest of the third 



chapter of the book of Acts. I can summarize it in a sentence. 
Simon Peter speaks there of the historical facts of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

When a man preaches the Gospel of Christ, what does he 
preach? When he delivers his soul of the message of God, 
what is he saying? It is never philosophy, speculation, psy­
chology, or any other of the speculative, hypothetical, theoriz­
ing academic approaches. When a man preaches the Gospel 
of Christ, what does he do? Just what Simon Peter did. He 
proclaims the historical facts of the Christian faith, grounded 
in history, grounded in what happened and what was done— 
the intervention of God from heaven in human life; not a 
speculation, not a hypothesis, not a supposition, but the faith­
ful preacher presents the proclamation of what God has done.

The man who denies the historical facts of the Christian 
faith denies the faith itself, because the faith cannot exist 
apart from the historical facts upon which it is founded. 
When a man denies the virgin birth, when a man denies the 
resurrection of Christ, when a man denies the miracles of the 
apostles, or when a man denies the great revelation of God in 
human history written here in the Book, he denies the faith. 
There is nothing left except the speculation of the man, the 
philosophizing of the man, or the hypothetical approaches of 
the man. The Christian faith is founded upon historical fact.

When a man preaches the historical facts of Jesus, he is 
preaching Jesus. When a man affirms the historical facts of 
the Christian faith, he is preaching the Christian faith. When 
a man believes the historical facts of the Christian faith, he 
is believing the faith itself. When a man accepts the historical 
facts of the Lord Jesus, he is accepting the Lord Jesus Him­
self, just as Simon Peter preached it in the Book.

That we were lost in sin is what I believe. I believe that 
God in His pity and mercy sent His only begotten Son into 
this world to make atonement for our sins, just as the Book 
says. I believe that the Holy Spirit formed for Him a body in 
the womb of a Jewish virgin named Mary in order that He 

might make atoning sacrifice in our behalf. I believe that He 
was nailed to the cross for our sins. I believe that He 
spilled out the crimson of His life into this world to make 
expiation, to bring forgiveness and payment for our wrong. 
I believe that the third day He was raised from the dead 
according to the Scriptures. I believe that He ascended into 
heaven, there to make intercession for us who look in faith 
to Him. I believe that He will keep His promise that some 
day He will come for His own. When I preach that, the 
historical facts of the Christian faith, I am preaching the 
faith itself. The Christian faith can never be separated from 
the historical facts upon which it is founded.

In the supreme need of life, in the supreme agony of death, 
judgment, or great sorrow, what comfort is it to have a 
preacher bring us his speculation, his hypothesis, his philo­
sophies? It is like a broken reed.

In the supreme moment of our need, sorrow, death, or 
at the Judgment, what a comfort it is to know that Jesus really 
died for my sins. He really makes intercession for me. He 
stands with hands outstretched to comfort and to save and to 
welcome you some day into Glory. That is the faith. That is 
the preaching of the apostles. That is the glorious Gospel of 
the Son of God.

That is why Dr. Luke writes to Theophilus:
“It seemed good to me also, having had perfect un­

derstanding of all things from the very first, to write unto 
thee in order, most excellent Theophilus,

That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been instructed.” Luke 1:3-4

Is that ^ot a wonderful assignment for the church, to take 
our conveys and to instruct them in the faith that they may 
know the certainty of those things to which they have been 
introduced in the Lord? This is the faith. We have not followed 
some cunningly devised fable, but we are basing our heart, 
hopes, and destiny upon the fact of God’s intervention in 
Jesus Christ in our lives and in the lives of lost humanity.


