
life! Elisha was dead, but God’s power was still upon him. His 
influence and power emanated from that place.

That is the kind of power that the world needs today. We 
must show men the power of the risen Christ! When we are 
filled with, controlled by the Spirit of God, this power will 
be evident for all to see.
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PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD
W. A. Criswell

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word 
of our God shall stand forever (Isaiah 40:8).

This message is built around three passages and three words. 
One is in the Psalms, a Hebrew word in a Hebrew verse. The 
second is in I Peter 1, a Greek word in a Greek verse. The third 
is in the fortieth chapter of Isaiah, a Hebrew word in a Hebrew 
verse.

We turn first to Psalm 119:89. The 119th Psalm is by far the 
longest chapter in the Bible. It has one hundred seventy-six 
verses and every one but six of those verses mentions the Word 
of God. It is a paean of praise, thanksgiving and adoration to 
God for His immutable, unchanging Word. Verse 89 reads, “For 
ever, O Lord, thy word natsab in heaven.” In the King James 
Version it reads, “For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven.” That is a good translation of natsab. “For ever, O 
Lord, thy word is fixed in heaven, thy word is established in 
heaven, thy word is settled in heaven.” What the divinely inspired 
Psalmist is saying is that before the Word was delivered on 
earth, the Word existed in heaven. This Book written on earth is 
but a copy of what God has written in heaven.

The whole Psalm is written in that tenor. For example, verse 
152: “Concerning thy testimonies . . . thou hast founded them 
for ever”; verse 160: “Thy word is true from the beginning . . . 
endureth for ever”; and our text, “For ever, O Lord, thy word is 
settled in heaven.” These Holy Scriptures are but a copy of what 
God has written and fixed forever in heaven.

GOD’S WORD THE SAME FOREVER

Washington, D.C., is the home of the Bureau of Standards. 
Every weight and every measure that is used in the United 
States is a copy of the standard that is kept inviolate by the 
Bureau in Washington. In that Bureau there is a perfect inch, 
a perfect foot, a perfect yard, a perfect gallon, a perfect pint, 
a perfect millimeter, a perfect milligram. Every weight and 
measure that we have finds its standard in that Bureau in Wash­
ington, and all are judged by that standard. They follow the 
rule held inviolate in Washington.

In the Naval Observatory in Washington, there is a chrono­
meter that is corrected by astronomical observation every day 
at 12:00 o’clock noon. Time in America is kept correct by 
checking with those astronomical observations every day at 
high noon. Then that time is communicated to all of the clocks 
and timepieces in the United States. The time on the dials of 
the clocks all over America is a repercussion, a copy of the 
paragon of excellence and perfection in that Naval Observatory 
in Washington, D.C.

So the Psalmist says that this Word that we hold in our 
hand is but a copy of that perfect and fixed and unchanging 
Word of God in heaven. It was there in the beginning. It shall 
be there world without end, kept inviolate and inerrant by the 
sovereign God. Thousands of years ago there were thirty-nine 
books in the Old Testament. Today there are thirty-nine books in 
the Old Testament. In the first Christian century there were 
twenty-seven books in the New Testament. Today there are 
twenty-seven books in the New Testament. This Book is kept 
inviolate and inerrant by the Word of God, by the power of the 
Lord, by the mandates of the Almighty. Every jot and every 
tittle has been kept just as it was through the thousands of 
years. They have never been changed.

Take a look sometime at a Hebrew Bible. It starts at the 
back and goes to the front. A page starts at the right side and 
reads to the left side. When you go to the Jewish people and ask 
why they do all this reading backward, they answer, “Who was 
doing it first?”! The Hebrew words go along, page after page, 
one column to a page. Then suddenly, for no reason at all, 
the pages are divided into separated columns, a form the Jews 
call “brick-work.” And every Hebrew Bible in the whole, wide 
world for thousands of years, ever since there has been a 
Hebrew Bible, follows that identical pattern. From the begin­
ning, ever since we have known a Bible, every Bible has been 
just like that, with every jot and every tittle in the same place. 
Every letter is counted and at the end of every book a summation 
is made so that the copyist, through the thousands of years before 
there was such a thing as a printing press, would be sure that 
his work was correct. This Hebrew Bible is the same Bible, jot for 
jot, tittle for tittle, page by page, dot by dot, that Jesus held in 
His hands.

Some six years ago there was discovered in a cave not far 
from the Dead Sea, in a place called Qumran, some manu­
scripts in an old jar. These priceless manuscripts included a com­
plete copy of Isaiah and of Habakkuk. Since then many more 
manuscripts and fragments have been discovered, about 100 of 
them Biblical manuscripts. These manuscripts antedate by at least 
one thousand years the present Hebrew Old Testament manu­
scripts which we have. Yet as we look at those ancient manu­
scripts, one thousand years older than any that we have today, 
we discover that they are practically the same as the Masoretic 
text that is used in the publication of this Hebrew Bible. God’s 
inerrant Word, through the years our final authority, is what 
God has written in heaven and the copy of that Holy Word is 
here in my hand.

Through the centuries human beings have tried to add to God’s 
Holy Word. At the Council of Trent, in 1545, the Roman Catho­
lic Church voted to include in God’s Book all the volumes of 
the Apocrypha. But God decreed that they would not be part of 
His Book. And they are not in the Protestant Bible, the Bible that 
is the world’s best seller. There is not a fair-minded Jew or a 
fair-minded Christian on earth today who would include in God’s 
Holy Book the monstrous absurdities that you read in the 
Apocrypha. There were thirty-nine books in the Old Testament 
two thousand years ago and there are thirty-nine today.

There were men who wanted to add to the twenty-seven books 
of the New Testament. So they wrote epistles and they wrote 
gospels and they wrote apocalypses. But none of them were 
ever added to the twenty-seven books of the New Testament— 
they rotted away just like fruit tied on a tree. What did the 
Psalmist say?” “For ever, O Lord, thy word natsab, thy word 
is fixed, thy word is settled in heaven.” And the Bible that 
I hold in my hand is a copy of the original that God has in­
spired and kept inviolate in glory.

THE INCORRUPTIBLE WORD

The second word is a Greek word, found in the first chapter 
of I Peter, verses 23 through 25:

Being born again (being saved), not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto you.
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The apostle does an unusual thing here. He takes a verse out 
of the fortieth chapter of Isaiah (verse eight): “The grass 
withereth, the flower fadcth: but the word of our God shall 
stand for ever.” But he describes the Word of God with a Greek 
word: “We are born again, not of phtharte, corruptible or perish­
able seed, but of aphtharte, of incorruptible seed, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” So the apostle here 
is inspired to say that the Word of God not only endures for­
ever, stands forever, abides forever, but it abides aphthartos, it 
abides incorruptible, it abides inerrant, it abides without mistake 
and without error.

Through all of the centuries and through all of the milleniums, 
God’s sovereign grace cared for and protected His Holy Word 
so that it would come to us as a copy of that original in heaven. 
The Lord God, the Holy Spirit of the Lord who watched over 
the Incarnate Word of Bethlehem when Herod sought to destroy 
Jesus with the sword, watches over His written Word through 
the vicissitudes of the centuries. The same Lord God in heaven, 
the same Holy Spirit from above who preserved from corruption 
the Incarnate Word, who raised Jesus from the dead, is the 
same Holy Spirit of God, Sovereign, Almighty, who preserves 
from corruption this Word that I hold in my hand. The sovereign 
grace of God in His elective purpose that shall deliver us to 
heaven, that assures the salvation of His saints, is the same 
sovereign grace that keeps and preserves His Word today. The 
Holy Spirit of God that inspired it is the same Holy Spirit of 
God that keeps it. No council, no assembly, no convocation ever 
has been able to add to it or take away from it. “Born again . . . 
of incorruptible seed, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever.” To me that is one of the most miraculous 
things in all the earth.

It was not until about one thousand five hundred years after 
Jesus that printing was invented. During all of those centuries 
the Word had to be copied by hand. How was it preserved iner­
rant? How was it kept just like that original up in heaven? 
It is a very simple thing. God did it by the multiplicity of the 
manuscripts. So. if a scribe made an error in copying the Word 
of God. there would be thousands of other manuscripts with 
which to compare it, to detect any error. For God ordained that 
there should be thousands of manuscripts made of His infallible 
Word. And I say that that is a miracle.

One thousand five hundred years after Herodotus had written 
his history, there was only one copy of it in the whole world. 
One thousand two hundred years after Plato wrote his glorious 
classic, there was only one manuscript of it. To the present day, 
there is only one manuscript of the annals of Tacitus, there is 
only one manuscript of the Greek Anthology. We have just a 
few manuscripts today of Sophocles and Euripedes, of Thucydides, 
of Virgil and of Cicero. But there are thousands and thousands 
of copies of the Word of God, which can be compared to arrive 
at the original reading.

One of our Greek scholars has estimated that there are more 
than four thousand, one hundred five (4.105) ancient Greek 
manuscripts of the New Testament. Another one says that there 
are fifteen to thirty thousand ancient Latin versions of the Holy 
Scriptures. Another says that there are more than a thousand 
ancient versions (the translation of the Scriptures into other 
languages), besides the papyri that they are daily discovering in 
archaeological excavations, and besides the quotations you find 
in the Church Fathers. By comparing these thousands of manu­
scripts, it is easy to discover the original that God has inspired in 
heaven. If one copyist made an error, God prevented other copyist 
from making that error. Just as when one preacher departs from 
the faith, God raises up another preacher to be true to the 
message. If one church departs from the Book, God keeps 
another church true to the Gospel. If a whole denomination de­
parts from the faith. God plans for another denomination to 
preach the Gospel of the grace of the Son of God. We are born 
again, we are saved, by incorruptible seed (aphtharte), “by the 
word of God. which liveth and abideth for ever”—kept inerrant 
by the sovereign grace of God.

PAGAN AND ECCLESIASTICAL PERSECUTIONS
My third word in this message is a Hebrew word found in 

Isaiah 40:6-8 (which Peter quoted in his first epistle in the 
verse we have just looked at):

The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry?

All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field: The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: 
surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand (yaqum) 
for ever.

What does yaqum mean? It is translated here shall stand. 
Yaqum means to rise, with the imagery of something prostrate, 
crushed, ground under the heels, but made to stand up again. 
The import of the prophet’s word is that in contrast to the short­
lived things of earth, the Word of God though crushed, perse­
cuted, despised, or attacked with intent to destroy, shall rise, 
shall stand, shall abide forever.

Against the Holy Bible, some of the most cruel and merciless 
of all of the persecuting powers of men have been dedicated. I 
am going to speak of three of them. First, pagan persecution. 
And out of the many successions of pagan persecution against 
those who held sacred this Bible, and the attempt to exterminate 
this Book, I choose one—the Diocletian persecution. Diocletian 
instituted the most violent and merciless assault against the Bible 
and the people of the Bible that the world has ever known.

In A.D. 303 Diocletian, Emperor of the Roman Empire, de­
creed that every Bible in the world should be destroyed and the 
people who possessed Bibles should be slain. So effective was 
that horrible, cruel onslaught that in about a year or two the 
persecutors supposed that they had eradicated the Bible from 
the face of the earth. Myriads of Christians laid down their 
lives when they were discovered loving the Word of God. Diocle­
tian was told that Christians were a people of the Book, and 
that if the Book were destroyed the faith would cease to exist. 
So he sought to destroy the Book. Diocletian considered his drive 
of extermination so successful that over a burned and ex­
tinguished Bible he built a column and on it wrote these tri­
umphant Latin words: Extincto nomene Christianorum: the name 
of Christian is extinguished. Christians were drowned in blood, 
consumed by fire—anguish, martyrdom, death!

But who succeeded the cruel Diocletian? The Emperor Con­
stantine. He declared himself to be a Christian, though he was 
the Caesar of the Roman Empire. He took off the pagan symbols 
from the standards of his Roman army and the shields of his 
marching soldiers, and he placed on them the symbol of the 
cross of Jesus Christ. That marvelous transformation happened 
in A.D. 312. How many years was that after Diocletian had 
erected his column over a burned and destroyed Bible, saying 
that the very name of the Christians was extinct? Less than ten! 
“The grass withereth. the flower fadeth: but the word of our 
God shall stand (yaqum, abide) for ever.”

Now I speak of a second persecution, an ecclesiastical perse­
cution. Isn’t it an almost inexplicable thing that the bitterest 
enemy of the Word of God should be the ecclesiastic churchman 
with a desire to destroy the Bible? Martin Luther was a church­
man all his life, but he was a grown man when he said, “I have 
never seen a Bible.”

When John Wycliffe sought to present this Holy Book in the 
vernacular, in the language of the people of England, he was 
marked out for death. The terrible Inquisition could not reach 
him before he had died, but the inquisitors dug up his body and 
burned it. When anyone was found with a copy of the Scriptures 
translated by John Wycliffe into English, the copy of the Bible 
was tied around his neck and he was openly burned at the stake. 
Because John Wycliffe had translated the Bible into English and 
had given it to the people, his dead body was burned and his 
ashes w'ere strewn over the River Swift; but the River Swift runs 
into the Avon, the Avon runs into the Severn, the Severn runs 
into the sea, and the sea bathes the shores of the seven con­
tinents of the world. Wherever the waters of the sea carried the 
ashes of John Wycliffe, there also was borne the Word of God. 
“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the w-ord of God 
shall stand (yaqum, rise, endure) for ever.”

THE ONSLAUGHT OF MODERN RATIONALISM

Now the last attack upon the Bible, an attack that continues 
during our lifetime, is the deadliest and the bitterest of all. It is 
the onslaught of modern rationalism. The leaders are the 
Wellhausens and the Bauers and the Strausses and the Tubingen 
Schools, who flourish over the face of the earth and who, in

25



the name of scholarship and research, scoff and laugh at this 
Holy Book. They deny the Deity of Christ. They make fun of the 
supernatural. They scoff at the miracles of the Lord. They say 
that this Book is nothing other than a collection of the folklore, 
the tales, the myths, and the legends of an ancient people, and 
that one can read the same things among the Greeks, the Per­
sians, the Hindus and the ancient Egyptians. They avow that the 
Bible is no more inspired than the Book of the Dead of the 
Egyptians or the Bhagavad Gita of the Hindus.

So deadly and so merciless has been the poison of rationalism 
in the schools, in the universities, in the seminaries, in the pulpits, 
until it has seemed that the prophecy of Voltaire, the infidel who 
died in 1788, would come to pass. Voltaire said, “One hundred 
years from my day there will not be a Bible in the earth except 
one that is locked upon by an antiquarian curiosity-seeker.” And 
it has sometimes looked as though there might come to pass what 
Hume, the infidel, envisioned: “I sec the twilight of Christianity,” 
he said. Yet one hundred years from the time of Voltaire’s pre­
diction, a first edition of Voltaire’s work sold in the market in 
Paris for eleven cents. And on that identical day, the British 
Government paid to the Czar of Russia $500,000 for the Codex 
Sinaiticus, a copy of the Word of God discovered by Tischendorf 
in the monstery of Mount Sinai! When Hume said, “I see the 
twilight of Christianity,” he was much confused. He could not 
tell sunrise from sunset.

How many of us read books that arc a thousand years old? 
Some of you may read Virgil, some of you may read Cicero, 
some of you may read Caesar. But you are doing it probably 
because it is required in the school that you attend. Who reads 
a book a thousand years old? Who even reads a book of religion? 
Did you ever see anybody sitting down and reading The Avesta 
of the Parsees? Reading The Tripitaka (The Three Baskets) of 
the Buddhists? Reading The Veda Hymns of the Hindus? Did you 
ever see anybody sitting down reading the six classics of Con­
fucius? Who reads a book of religion? Who reads a book 
translated out of another language?

It is a rule of thumb that no book written in one language 
and translated into another has much opportunity of being 
circulated. For instance, a book written by a Spaniard has no 
opportunity for wide circulation outside of Spanish speaking 
nations. Who are the great authors in Turkey? Who are the 
authors in Brazil? Who are the authors in Afghanistan or China? 
We probably do not know whether those countries have any 
authors or not. Any book written in another language has no 
opportunity of circulation in another.

How long ago was the Bible written? Centuries and cen­
turies. In what language was the Bible written? In Hebrew and 
Greek. Both Greek and Hebrew have been d«ad languages, as 
they call them, for thousands of years. And yet the Bible trans­
lated from Hebrew and Greek into various tongues, is increas­
ingly circulated among the tribes and nations of all the earth.

Diocletian broke not one of the strings on this glorious harp. 
The rationalists have not drowned in infidelity on word from 
this immutable revelation. The Bolingbrokes and the Humes and 
the Paines and the Voltaires have not shortened its life by one 
hour. “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of 
our God (yayum) shall rise, shall stand, shall endure for ever.”

Build your faith, build your life, build your soul, bui'd your 
hopes, build your destiny on the immutable, unchanging, inerrant 
Word of God. To receive God’s testimony is to receive God 
Himself. To love God's Book is to love God Himself. To 
receive the Holy Word is to receive the Lord Himself. For God’s 
Word is like God Himself—the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.
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SUTERS, GETTERS, GOERS AND TELLERS
Thomas D. Elliff

Whenever the issue of evangelism surfaces you will soon find 
that Christians are divided into three basic categories. This evening 
I am speaking to you about these three categories of Christians.

You can find these three kinds of Christians clearly illustrated in 
II Kings 7:4-9.

Samaria is under attack by the Syrian army under the leadership 
of cruel Benhadad. They have so tightly surrounded the city that 
every source of supply has been cut off. Behind the walls of the 
city the situation has become desperate. Chapter six tells the sordid 
details which include the practice of cannibalism. As we come to 
the gate of the city we overhear a strange conversation.

3. And there were four leprous men at the entrance of the 
gate; and they said one to another, Why sit we here 
until we die?

4. If we say, We will enter into the city, then famine is in 
the city, and we shall die there; and if we sit still here, 
we die also. Now, therefore, come, and let us fall unto 
the host of the Syrians; if they save us alive, we shall 
live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.

5. And they rose up in the twilight, to go into the camp of 
the Syrians; and when they were come to the edge of 
the camp of Syria behold, there was no man there.

6. For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians hear a 
noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise 
of a great host; and they said one to another, Lo, the

king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the 
Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon 
us.

7. Wherefore, they arose and fled in the twilight, and left 
their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the 
camp as it was, and fled for their life.

8. And when these lepers came to the edge of the camp, 
they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and 
carried from there silver, and geld, and raiment, and 
went and hid it; and came again, and entered into 
another tent, and carried from there also, and went and 
hid it.

9. Then they said one to another, We do not well, this day 
is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace. If we 
tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come 
upon us; now, therefore, come, that we may go and tell 
the king’s household.

You, of course, know the rest of the story. Upon hearing the 
good news, the citizens of Samaria rushed out to the Syrian camp. 
In a matter of hours famine was changed to feast.

Look now at the three categories of Christians. THE FIRST 
KIND OF CHRISTIAN WE SEE HERE ARE THOSE WE MAY 
APPROPRIATELY CALL THE “SITTERS”. They are represented 
by these four leprous men sitting at the gate of Samaria. Inside 
the city was famine. Outside, in the camp, the Syrian army was 
feasting. In the midst of it all these men were just sitting.

Unfortunately these lepers represent the vast majority of people 
present this evening. The world is under the fierce attack of 
Satan’s army—and most Christians are just sitting. Can most of 
what you have done for cur Lord be described as “sitting”? Sitting 
in a class, a conference, a convention, a choir, a committee, or a 
comfortable pew. The world is going to Hell! Are you just sitting 
while the battle rages?

A “Sitter” is an interesting person. Some time in the past God’s 
Spirit spoke to his heart, convicted him of sin and the need for a 
Savior. While the choir sang “Just As I Am” he made his way to 
the altar. The pastor greeted him, inquired as to the nature of his 
decision, nodded toward the front pew, and asked him to be 
seated. He mistook this for the Great Commission.

Every church is filled with sitters. They are like buzzards. You 
never heard one buzzard say to another, “Look at that poor 
animal! I wonder what we can do to keep it frem dying!” Sitters 
arc not interested in things that are alive. They measure success in 
terms of death. Like buzzards they hover together and talk about 
the “sins” of aggressive evangelism. There are, in fact, usually 
enough sitters around to elect the best sitter to the most influential 
office.

Sitters are experts in why anything cannot be done. Usually you 
don’t discover this until the morning after they voted to do it. 
And it doesn’t make any difference what you call a sitter. Call him 
a preacher, or a teacher if you want. Some people just sit better 
standing up.

“Sitters!” This is the first basic category of Christians. Let me 
ask you again. Is most of what you are doing for God just 
“sitting”?
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