
missions group who have permeated our whole church with 
mission concern. They have succeeded in overcoming the idea that 
missions is a woman's project. Filled with the spirit of compassion, 
they have led our church to see missions not as their thing, but 
as God's thing, and therefore everyone's thing. Because of our 
WMU works in tandem with David Roddy whose commitment to 
religious education includes a commitment to missions education, 
our people have an unusual awareness of the needs of the 
sin-blighted world. For God's people to be aware means to be 
active. The Cooperative Program, special missions offerings, world 
hunger, local and distant missions projects, are the activities born 
of mission awareness.

This testimony could not be complete without stating perhaps 
the most major contribution of all. Our women have had a large 
role in making our church a praying fellowship. We have more 
prayer meetings than any other kind. Intercessory prayer is a 
major ministry of our church.

These are reflections from a pastor’s grateful heart for WMU. 
It was in a Royal Ambassador chapter led by Mrs. Myers of the 
First Baptist Church in Olney, Texas that as a ten-year-old boy I 
learned that God's people are here on business for our King. How 
1 thank the Lord Woman's Missionary Union is still leading us to 
do the King’s business.
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THE BLOOD OF JESUS
Hebrews 9:11-22

“But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this building;

“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us.

“For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh:

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

“And for this cause he is the mediator of the new’ testament, 
that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions 
that were under the first testament, they which are called might 
receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

“For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the 
death of the testator.

“For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is 
of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

“Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without 
blood.

“For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people 
according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, 
with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book, and all the people,

“Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath 
enjoined unto you.

“Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all 
the vessels of the ministry.

“And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood is no remission.”

This passage in Hebrews is the basis for the message. “The 
Blood of Jesus Christ.” It is always an awesome and appalling 
sight to look upon the crimson of life. Some men in their 
profession (such as those who work in slaughter houses) are 
somewhat accustomed to it, but by nature we are made to pause, 
looking upon the outpouring of blood. I can easily imagine what 
Adam and Eve must have thought when the Lord slew an 
innocent animal the skin of which was to cover their nakedness. 
For the first time they saw the ground drink up the fountain of 
life—the first sheding of blood.

I can well imagine how our first parents must have bowed down 
in infinite, indescribable grief and sorrow when they saw the blood 
of their second son poured out wantonly on the ground. They 
must have stood in indescribable hurt of heart as they looked at 
the blood clots on the murderous instrument. Sin is always a 
murderer and a killer. It stabs at the heart of life. It convulses the

physical frame and it leaves in wreckage God’s beautiful creation. 
That was why the Lord God used blood to teach Israel the 
penalty and judgment of sin and the necessity of atonement.

In the outer court of the temple area, there was an altar. It 
stood in the midst of a literal shambles, a veritable slaughterhouse. 
Have you ever read the list of the victims that sometimes in one 
day were sacrificed there before that altar? Thousands and 
thousands of them were slain upon certain occasions. And can you 
imagine the appearance of the priests clothed in garments that 
were spotless and white, but now crimson? They were literally 
bathed in blood.

Is that the kind of a God that we worship and that we serve? 
Yes, it is. It was God who ordained sacrifices and the shedding of 
blood. It is the God who wrote the Bible and who taught Israel 
and who teaches us that sin brings death. Only atonement in blood 
is able to wash the stain away. The great verse and text of the 
Old Testament is Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the flesh is in 
the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 
atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul.” And the great text of the New Testament 
is Matthew 26:28, “This is my blood of the new covenant which 
is shed for the remission of sin.” The powerful text of the book of 
Hebrews is “And without the shedding of blood, there is no 
remission.”

After God gave Moses the law and the covenant—“Do this and 
thou shalt live”—Moses built an altar at the base of the mountain. 
He took the sacrificial animal and poured out half of its blood at 
the base of the altar. The foundation of our approach to God is 
the shedding of atoning blood. Then Moses took the other half of 
the animal’s blood and sprinkled it upon the Book. Every syllable 
is stained with the blood of the crucified one and every sentence is 
inspired by His sacrifice. In type Moses sprinkled the blood upon 
the Book and upon all the people. Their garments were flecked 
with crimson. That is, they were a separate, sanctified, and set- 
aside and marked people. They were a blood-bought people. They 
were a redeemed people. The people were like the blood-stained 
house of the passover. set aside for God. The house wras marked. 
It was distinctly separate. It was splashed with blood. So the 
people were set aside, marked, redeemed by the blood of the 
crucified One.

Moreover. Moses sprinkled the blood upon the tabernacle, the 
house of communion and intercession and worship, and upon the 
furniture of the ministry. At the base of the altar the blood of 
sin sacrifice was always poured out. The foundation of our faith 
in approaching God is atonement. The blood was also sprinkled 
upon the beautiful, golden altar. That is, in intercession and in 
prayer and in worship, there is always atonement. Our prayers are 
never quite perfect. Our intercessions are never quite acceptable. 
There is alw’ays the drag of human frailty and mistake and sin in 
all of our faculties. Even upon the golden altar of incense, of 
intercession and of prayer, the blood of atonement was sprinkled.

The atoning blood was brought into the holy of holies and there 
sprinkled upon the propitiatory, the mercy seat. For you see, the 
covenant was to obey the law and be saved. “Do this and thou 
shalt live.” The laws to obey were summed up in the two tables 
of stone of the Ten Commandments and placed in the sacred ark. 
But man had broken the covenant. No man had kept the law, or 
could. This blood of atonement was sprinkled on the lid of the 
ark, the top of the ark called the mercy seat, the propitiatory of 
the ark, in order that the suppliant, the repentant sinner, might 
look up to God in an appeal for mercy and forgiveness. Having 
broken the law of the covenant, his only hope was in blood 
atonement.

The author of the book of Hebrews writes, “If the blood of
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bulls and goats, and the ashes of a sacrificed heifer sanctified 
unto the cleansing of the sinner, how much more shall the blood 
of Christ who through the eternal spirit offered Himself without 
spot to God?” No bullock, no goat, no lamb could offer a spiritual 
sacrifice. Only in type, only in picture, only in prophecy, could 
such an offering have validity.

But when the Lord offered Himself, He did it led by the Holy 
Spirit of God. He was united with and joined to the heavenly 
father and the heavenly spirit. He was God manifest in the flesh. 
There is not a more significant verse from Paul than his words to 
the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:28, “Take heed unto yourselves and 
shepherdly care for the church of God which He hath purchased 
with His own blood.” There the statement is blatantly, flagrantly, 
rudely, crudely stated, according to some, that it was the blood 
of God that was shed on the cross. Truly it was God in the flesh 
who was led by the Spirit to make the sacrifice for our atonement. 
The Spirit of God in Him, united with Him, brought Him to that 
awesome hour of suffering and atonement. Mightily, therefore, 
does the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, purge our consciences from dead 
works to serve the living God.

What are dead works? They are the works of a man trying to 
make himself acceptable unto the Lord. All of the rituals and 
rights by which men strive to get right with God or appear before 
God, says the author of Hebrews, are but dead works. But the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered Himself 
unto God, purges us, cleanses us, washes us, makes us whole.

Now, when the author of Hebrews talks about our getting right 
with God, we are entering into an area of human experience. We 
ourselves are competent to affirm the experience or to deny it. 
Does the blood of Christ, the cross of our Lord, cleanse us from 
sin, purge our consciences, wash us clean, and present us acceptable 
unto God? Does the cross of Christ make new men and women? 
Is it the instrument of God for the regeneration of our souls? Are 
men saved in the preaching of the blood of the crucified One? 
Are they?

One of the most effective books I have ever read is entitled 
Twice Born Men. It is a depiction, one after another, of men who 
had fallen into the very depths of sin and have been raised to the 
heights of God through the blood of Jesus Christ. There is not a 
minister who lives on the earth, who preaches the power of the 
blood, but has his heart and his notebook and his messages full 
of glorious instances where men have found life, hope, liberty, 
salvation and deliverance in the blood of Jesus Christ. There is a 
drunkard who has been lifted up to honor. There is a harlot who 
has been redeemed from a life of impurity and compromise. There 
is a prodigal, wandering boy who has found himself and come 
back home to God. There is a man who was discouraged, having 
lost purpose and motivation in life, but who has now found in 
Christ the pity, love, forgiveness and mercy of our Lord by which 
he is able to build a new vision, a new dream and a new life.

“Saved by the blood of the crucified One.
All praise to the Father, all praise to the Son.
All praise to the Spirit, the great Three in One.
Saved by the blood of the crucified One.”

The author of Hebrews has a word here for the blood of Christ. 
He calls it a diatheke. On every Greek New Testament one will 
find written the words kaine diatheke which translated means 
“The New Covenant.” The author of Hebrews calls the blood of 
Christ a testament, a covenant. But where a testament is, there 
must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament 
is without force as long as the man who made it is alive. Only 
when the man dies does it have force. The effectiveness and the 
efficaciousness of a testament comes to pass only in the event of 
the death of the testator. As long as he lives it is of no force or 
strength. But if he dies, it is sealed forever.

The word in our text, diatheke, translated here “testament,” is 
practically everywhere else in the Bible translated “covenant.” 
There are two meanings of the word, diatheke, the new contract. 
What is the new covenant in the blood of Jesus Christ? What is 
it? The old covenant was, “Do this and thou shalt live.” We all 
broke the first covenant. No man perfectly keeps the Ten 
Commandments or the laws of God. The first covenant was 
between God and us and we could not keep it. We broke it. And 
because we are guilty of breaking the covenant we stand 
condemned before the Lord.

The second covenant is the blood of Christ, a contract between 
God and His Son. That covenant is this: “My son,” says God the

Father to the Prince of Glory, “my son, if you lay down your life, 
if you sacrifice your body, if you pour out your blood, I promise 
you I will give you a people who will love you and follow you 
and glorify you and they will be my gift to you forever and ever 
because of your sacrifice for them.” The covenant in the blood of 
Christ is between God and His Son. We have nothing to add to 
that heavenly contract. God gave to Jesus those He said would 
love Him. God said to His Son who willingly died for us bn the 
cross: “I will give these elect to you. They are yours forever. If 
you lay down your life, if you die on the cross, 1 promise to give 
you these. They are yours forever to love you and accept you and 
trust you and believe in you and to be with you in heaven world 
without end.”

Before the foundation of the world, every name was written in 
the Book of Life that God was going to give to Christ if He shed 
His blood and suffered on the cross for our sins. “They are my 
sheep,” said the Lord, “and they know Me and I know them and 
they follow me.” They belong to Jesus. That is the covenant God 
made with His Son. God’s part of the covenant is: “I promise to 
give you these who will trust in you.” And because God could 
swarc by none greater. He sware by Himself. This is the immutable 
word of God. “I will give you these,” says God. The other part of 
the covenant is in Christ. “I will die,” He said, and in the blood 
of Christ, the covenant was sealed.

My name is there in that Book of Life. God called me. Oh, 
bless His name. Your name is there. He wrote it down before the 
world was made and you are a gift to the blessed Son. We are 
a part of the promise of God in that we have come to trust in the 
blood of the Son. We are God's redeemed saints.

One might ask, “What do you mean, Pastor, that we had nothing 
to do with that heavenly contract?” I mean just that. When the 
high priest went into the holy of holies to offer blood of expiation 
and propitiation and atonement with God, he went by himself. 
No sinner brought blood to offer atonement unto God. The high 
priest went into the holy sanctuary by himself. The appointed 
servant of God stood before God making expiation for the sins 
of the people. That is exactly what Christ does for us. No things 
I do, no prices I pay, no works I do are offered. Christ just appears 
in the great heavenly sanctuary for me and He makes atonement 
for my soul. My part is just to praise His name. Oh, bless God 
that He did it for me, that He included me!

There are some people that are not going to be saved. Whatever 
you do. however you cry, however you pray, however you plead, 
they are not going to be saved. I have seen them die for the 
forty-eight years of my ministry. They perish outside of Christ. 
Why? I do not know. Cry and cry. beg and beg. plead and plead, 
yet they do not come. I have seen mothers plead, fathers plead, 
children plead, wives and husbands plead. Yet the object of their 
prayers, the man or the wife or the child, will die without Christ. 
There is a mystery or unbelief and rejection into which I cannot 
enter. I just know that some names are written in that book and 
some are not. The great covenant is between God and His Son in 
the blood of the crucified One. If I am included, if God saved me, 
Lord in heaven, may my heart and life flow to Thee in praise 
forever and forever and forever!

Not only does the word, diatheke, refer to a covenant between 
God and His Son, it also means what is connoted by our word, 
“testament.” This passage in Hebrews is the only place in the 
Bible that it is so translated “testament.” All other places in the 
Bible it is translated and means “covenant.” But in this one place 
it refers to the will of a testator. Christ has made a will. He is the 
great testator and when He died, that will was forever sealed.

What is the will of our Lord? There are more than three 
thousand promises written in the Bible, and they are all ours. 
Every time we come across a promise, it is something added to 
the will of our Lord, a will and testament that is probated for us 
in heaven. In Christ’s death He wills for us peace, love, joy, 
victory, deliverance, liberty, gladness, a hallelujah life, now and 
forever. That is God’s gift of heaven, the beautiful city. It has 
been sealed by the death of our Lord. It can never be revoked, 
for He is already dead. It can never be changed, for He has 
already died. It is forever and ever ours.

“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said. 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled.”

This is our eternal gift from the hands of Jesus, a thousand 
wonderful enrichments now and a home in glory forever.
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