
What we need is the conviction of sins, forsaking of sins for we cannot 
expect God to take away sins by forgetting it, if we are not willing to put it 
away by forsaking it. “He that coverth his sins shall not prosper. Whoso 
professes and forsakes his sins will have mercy." That is followed by 
separation from the world and submission to the lordship of Christ, and 
the filling of the Holy Spirit. But it begins with repentance and repentance 
follows conviction of sin by the individual and by the church.

We are not dealing with sin these days. Finney used to have a sermon 
on how to preach so as to convert nobody. He said preach on sin, but do 
not mention the sins of the congregation. In other words, generalize, but 
don’t particularize.

The woman at Jacob’s well was not brought under conviction by what 
Jesus said about the water of life, but when he said, “Go, call thy 
husband.” When she went home, she said, “Come, see a man who told 
me all things that ever I did.”

They tell us love will take care of everything, but why did Paul wait 
until the thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians before he got around to love? 
There were other things that had to be dealt with in the church. One man 
living with the wrong woman, disorders at the Lord’s Table, going to 
law—these things had to be attended to.

Campbell Morgan says, “Paul dealt with first the carnalities and then 
with the spiritual.” Even prayer is not enough. Joshua on his face at the 
battle of Ai, he was told by the Lord, Israel has sinned and something 
must be done about sin. He didn't say Achan has sinned. He said, “Israel 
has sinned.” And later we read that they disposed of Achan in the valley 
of Achor. It is the door of hope, and it’s the door of hope today when we 
deal with sin.

B. H. Carroll said the Christian profession today owes its lack of vital 
godliness, its absence from prayer meeting its miserable semblance of 
missionary life to the fact old-fashioned repentance is so little preached. 
You can't put a big house on a little foundation!

Joseph Parker said, “When man sets himself against the age by preach­
ing on repentance, he challenges its moral tone, and there is only one end 
for him—take off his head. Better not teach repentance unless you pledge 
your head to heaven.

Moody in his great campaign in Great Britain preached grace. But 
when he went back the second time, it was said he had come to know that 
unless there was genuine repentance, turning away from known sin, he 
thought there would be little permanence of change. By repentance, I 
mean not mere penitent or penitence, but being sorry enough for sins to 
renounce them. If we stand in pulpits and call the Ephesus back to our 
first love, call Pergamos to give up Balaam and Thyatira to renounce 
Jezebel, if we woke up the dead in Sardis, and turned on the heat in 
lukewarm Laodicea, we might accomplish what never would happen 
along the bypaths and detours by which we dodge the problem today.

Jesus said it would be more tolerable for Sodom in the day of judgment 
than Capernaum because they repented not, and the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate mixed for sacrifices and those on whom the Tower of Salom 
fell—not because they were worse than other people, but our Lord 
added, "Except that ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” He was not 
sidetracked by secondary considerations.

We're in the worst mess since Adam and Eve ate us out of house and 
home in the Garden of Eden, and as close as we are to an Armageddon, 
it’s about time to put first things first.

But you say, we have not come all this distance for a revival. We are 
here to attend to church business. What greater business do we have than 
to face the cross and get vertically right with God and horizontally right 
with people, and exercise ourselves to have a conscience void of offense 
toward God and man?

Laodicea did not repent, but Jesus made one other proposition: “If any 
one will hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and sup with him, 
and he with me.”

Campbell Morgan says he excommunicated the church and started 
over with a few. But I recall, in the other Pastors’ Conference, eighteen 
years ago, preaching an assembly of anyone’s Gideon's band, the re­
mnant in Malachi, the Master’s minority, not just wearing buttons which 
say, “I’m a Christian,” and carrying a Bible as big as a Sears-Roebuck 
catalog; but the church within the church willing to be called the scum of 
the earth and a spectacle for the Lord and for the scandal of the cross.

O Jesus Thou art standing Outside the fast-closed door, 
In lowly patience waiting To cross the threshold o’er: 
Shame on us, Christian brothers, His name and sign who 
bear:
O shame, thrice shame upon us, To keep Him standing 
there!

We face an issue now that has possibilities of good and evil. We ought 
to begin with Isaiah 64: “Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens,” and 
come down; and then the three confessions, we have sinned. Our righ­
teousness is as filthy rags—our self-righteousness. No one stirs up him­
self to take hold of God. We stir up ourselves, but not to take hold of God. 
There’s only one way to prevent unholy breakdown and that is by praying 
down holy breakthrough from heaven.

Within the next few hours if we really open our hearts to repentance 
and faith for an unscheduled invasion of God. We could meet the de­
monism of this age with the demonstration of the Holy Spirit and power, 
and to this humanistic world that says "God is NO WHERE,” then we 
would be able to say and prove, "GOD IS NOW HERE.”

The greatest lack of our lives in church and denomination is the sense 
of God. “Lord, do it again.”
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“THE GREAT MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH”

W. A. Criswell

This is a great mystery: but 1 speak concerning Christ and the 
church. (Eph. 5:32)

The letter of Ephesians is an encyclical. 11 is actually addressed to all of 
the churches. The copy of the manuscript we have, when the New 
Testament was collected, happened to have Ephesus written in the 
address. In this letter that discusses the body of Christ, the church. Paul 
delineates two important mysteries. One of them is in the third chapter of 
the book. “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which 
is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me 
the mystery (Greek musterion). . .” (vv. 2, 3). To us a mystery is an 
enigmatic saying, a development or situation that baffles us. We do not 
understand. The word in the New Testament, however, has an altogether 
different meaning. A.musterion. translated here “mystery,” is a secret in 
the heart of God that was not revealed until God chose to disclose it. Paul 
says here that in the dispensation of the grace of God given to him, by 
revelation there was made known the mystery of the church; namely, 
that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and of the same body and 
partakers of the same promise in Christ by the Gospel. The mystery, the 
secret kept in the heart of God, was that there should be created a new 
thing, a new body. It should be composed of Jew and Gentile, bond and 
free, male and female, old and young, rich and poor, altogether in one 
new living organism. The prophets did not see that. The church is not in 
the Old Testament. Paul avows that the church is a mystery, a secret kept 
in the heart of God until it was revealed to His holy apostles. The church 
is a New Testament creation. It is something not revealed in the old 
covenant, the Old Testament, but the secret was revealed to the apostles 
when Christ called them to found the churches. That is the first mystery 
that Paul speaks of in this letter to Ephesus.

The second mystery concerns its nature. “This is agreat mystery: but I 
speak concerning Christ and the church.” What is that great mystery? 
Paul goes back to Genesis 2 and the creation of Eve. Having cited it and' 
quoted from it, he says that is the mystery that is revealed in the creation 
of this new living institution, the church of Christ. Genesis 2:21 says, 
“And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: 
and he took one of his ribs.” (That word "rib” is one of the strangest 
translations I have ever seen. The Hebrew word translated here "rib” is 
the ordinary Hebrew word for "side.” It is used commonly in the Old 
Testament—the “side” of the ark, the “side” of the tabernacle, the 
“side” of the temple, the “side” of the house. Yet the translation here is, 
“And he took one of his ribs.” It is not translated “rib" anywhere else in 
the Bible. Why they chose to translate it “rib" here, I cannot find out.) 
The reading should be: “And he took (out of the side of Adam), and
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closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the (side), which the Lord God 
had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 
And Adam said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: 
she shall be called Woman (isha), because she was taken out of Man (ish). 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Then Paul adds in Ephesians 
the words. “This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and 
the Church."

First, the mystery of the church is a mystery of origin. The Lord took 
out of the side of Adam and made the woman, bom in the wound and the 
scar of Adam. The church was taken out of the suffering, the sorrow, the 
blood, and the cross of our Lord. We were born in His redemptive grace. 
The mystery of our origin is out of the suffering and death of our Christ, 
from the wound and the scar in His side.

As you think of that, is it not an astonishing development that out of the 
execution and the indescribable suffering of Christ should be born this 
holy and heavenly institution, the church? Notice the contrast between 
the death of Christ and the death of the other philosophers and reli­
gionists who have founded great and lasting movements in the earth. 
Gautama Buddha, “the enlightened one, “died in 483 B.C. at the age of 
eighty. He was traveling northeast of a sacred city of the Hindus on the 
Ganges River. Having eaten a large meal of pork, he fell violently ill and 
died. The rajahs cremated his body and buried him with nobel honor. 
Confucius died at the age of seventy-two, five years later in 478 B.C. He 
became ill, went to his bed, lay there for seven days, and died. Neither 
one believed in God. Neither one believed in prayer. Confucius was 
buried in Shantung with honor and reverence. In about 400 B.C. the civil 
war between Sparta and Athens ended .There was a political reaction and 
in 399 B.C. at seventy years of age, Socrates died a beautiful and pleasant 
death—humanely he was drugged. The vote had been two hundred 
eighty-one against him and two hundred twenty for him. As he died he 
quietly philosophized with his friends. His last words were: “I owe 
Aeschaelus. the god of healing, a cock. Do not forget to pay it." In A.D. 
632 Mohammed became violently ill with headaches and fever. He died 
unsensationally in his bed. He was buried in Medina, the most sacred 
spot in the earth to the Islamic worshiper outside of Mecca. Look at these 
deaths: the death of Buddha, the founder of Buddhism: the death of 
Confucius, the founder of Confucianism: the death of Socrates, the 
founder of Platonism: and the death of Mohammed, the founder of Islam. 
In no instance is there any redemption or grace ever attached to the death 
of any of them.

But the crucifixion and the agony of our Saviour was different. It is set 
apart. It is unique. It is the unsimilar and unduplicated. In the death of 
Christ there was born the redemption and the atonement of His people. 
Out of His suffering, from the scar in His side, there was taken and there 
was born the church. “This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning 
Christ and his church."

The mystery of the church is the mystery of nature. The Lord God 
looked over all of His creation but there was not found anything or 
anyone to be a real companion for Adam. And the Lord God said, “It is 
not good that the man should be alone: I will make him an help meet 
(suitable, fitted) for him” (Gen. 2:18). And the Lord God brought before 
Adam all of His creation in the living world: the fish, the fowls, and the 
beasts of the fields. And Adam named them. Then God adds again. “But 
for Adam there was not found an help meet for him" (2:20). So the Lord 
God made for Adam a help mate, a companion suitable for him, and 
brought her to him.

This is an identical thing as we are told of God in the creation of the man 
in the first place. As the Lord God had finished His work, the stars were 
shining in the heavens. The chalice of the firmament was ablaze with His 
glory. The earth was an arc of beauty and wonder. And yet, in all of God’s 
fullness of creation, in the infinitude of His glory, in the handiwork, the 
lace work of His hands, there was nothing that loved Him in return, that 
thought His thoughts. An ocean cannot think God's thoughts. The Milky 
Way cannot express love to God. They are without response. They just 
glorify Him in their beauty and in the wonder of their infinitude. But for 
companionship, for responsive love, how could one look to an ocean ora 
star or a sidereal sphere? “And God said, Let us make man in ourimage, 
after our likeness" (Gen. 1:26), that He might speak our thoughts, that 
He might love and commune with us. So God made the man in His own 
image for fellowship, companionship, and response. It is that identical 
thing here in the story of Adam and the woman God made out of his side. 
There was not found in all of God’s creation an help meet for him.

There was a little girl who wanted her mother to sleep with her. The 
mother said, "No, child. Here is yourteddy bear. No you just cuddle up 
with yourteddy bear and go to sleep." And the little child replied: “But,

Mother, it cannot cuddle back to me. I want somebody who can cuddle 
back to me." Somehow inanimateness does not respond.

Once 1 read the story of a little girl named Naomi who was born blind. 
Her mother had died and her father was rearing her. The father said that 
many times he would wake up in the middle of the dark of the night, and 
there standing by his bed so close as she could get, was that little girl 
standing in her little white nightgown, her hair flowing over her shoulder. 
She was standing there in the dark, for the days and the nights were alike 
to her. She just wanted to be close. "It is not good that the man should be 
alone: I will make him a help meet for him." And out of his side God 
created the woman and brought her to the man and he said, “This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh" (Gen. 2:23). “This is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and his church.”

We are the same in nature with our Lord. He took our nature and we 
possess His. In the beautiful and eloquent passage in Hebrews 2 the 
author writes: “For verily he took not on him the nature of angels: but he 
took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him 
to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest. . .in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able 
to succour them that are tempted" (vv 16-18). He took our nature. He 
was made one with us. He was bom ofa woman. He had a human mother. 
He grew up in an inhospitable world. The sun and its heat, the rain and its 
cold beat upon His head. The ground yielded for Him briars and thistles. 
He was crowned with thorns. He knew what it was to hunger, to thirst, to 
sorrow, to be hurt, to grieve. He was made like one of us. He took our 
human nature and He has given us His divine nature.

In the eloquent I Corinthians 15 the apostle writes, "And as we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly" (15:49). We shall be like Christ. We shall see Him face to face, 
as He is. This house we live in will be buried, planted. It is planted in 
dishonor. It is raised in glory. It is planted in weakness. It is raised in 
power. It is planted a mortal body. It is raised a spiritual body. We have 
His nature. As the Apostle Peter wrote in his second letter, 1:3,4, 
“. . .through the knowledge of him (Christ). . .whereby are given unto 
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature.” This is now, “bone of my bones and flesh 
of my flesh." We are like Him.

The mystery of the church is also the musterion of vital unity. We are 
members of His body, of His Flesh, and of His bones. We are no longer 
two, but one flesh. “This is a great mystery, but 1 speak concerning 
Christ and his church." It is the mystery of a vital unity of oneness. There 
is no relationship in life comparable to that between a man and his wife. 
With invisible and enduring bonds, they are joined together. They share 
in the joys and sorrow, in the triumphs and successes, and in the defeats 
and despairs of life. They are one, one flesh. “This is a great mystery but I 
speak concerning Christ and his church." We are one with Him. We are 
vital to Him. He cannot be without us. There could be no head without a 
body. There can be no Saviour without the saved. There could be no king 
without his subjects. There could be no shepherd without his flocks. We 
are vital to Christ. He needs us. His people, and we are one with Him. We 
are crucified with Him, we are buried with Him, we are raised with Him, 
we are ascended with Him, we reign with Him. If He is triumphant, we 
shall be triumphant. If He is victorious we are victorious. If He inherits 
the kingdom, we are joint heirs.

This is the deep, abiding, spiritual meaning of the two ordinances of 
His church. In baptism we are buried and raised with our Lord. In The 
Lord's Supper we are identified with Him. Listen to Paul as he writes: 
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the koinonia. the commun­
ion (the fellowship) of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion, the koinonia (the sharing) of the body of Christ? For 
we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of 
that one bread” (1 Cor. 10:16, 17). We are one with Him by an invisible 
bond. However it is with Christ, it is with us, for we also are one with 
Him. If He fails, we fail. If He is defeated, we shall be defeated. If the 
victory does not belong to Him, it shall not belong to us. But if He 
triumphs, we also shall triumph with Him. “Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall be joined unto his wife and, they two 
shall be one flesh.” “This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning 
Christ and his church."

The mystery of the church is finally the mystery of an ultimate, afinal, 
and an enduring salvation and assurance. We are one with Him to care, to 
nurture, to cherish. “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but 
nourisheth it and cherisheth it even as the Lord the church." “For we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” Even as Christ 
nourishes and cherishes the church, so every member of the body of 
Christ is treasured and loved by Him. Tell me, did you ever read in the
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Bible of the Lord saying: “Take these poor away. Take this flotsam and 
jetsam out of my sight. Take these sick and these ill, take them away?” 
The Scripture always says, “And he healed them all." Precious is His 
sight is every member of His body.

John the Apostle said that what Jesus did and what happened to the 
Lord were signs. They were deep, spiritual teachings. Here is one John 
describes. When the soldiers of the crucifixion came to Jesus and saw 
that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. When they had 
come to the other crosses they broke the legs of the first criminal, and of 
the other which was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus, 
He was so manifestly dead, they broke not His bones. John said, “And he 
that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he 
saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the 
scripture should be fulfilled. A bone of him shall not be broken" (John 
19:35, 36). This is a sign fulfilled in our Lord’s body, the church. There 
shall not be one of the least of the members of the body of Christ that is 
lost or that is broken. It will not be. We may be the most hopless and the 
most unworthy of God's children, but we belong to Christ. We are 
members of His body and as such He nourishes and cherishes us.

Look at our destiny: Christ caring for us. loving us, cherishing us, 
nourishing us, that He may present us to Himself some day a glorious 
church, having neither spot nor wrinkle, but holy and without blemish. 
This our ultimate and final destiny.

One of the members ofour church, a dear sainted woman, was in one of 
our hospitals. In a terminal illness she died. But the doctors used chemi­
cals, tubes, medicine, massages, and all of the apparati and brought her 
back to life. Whe she came into consciousness for just awhile, she 
exclaimed, “Oh, and now I must die again!" What a strange persuasion 
some have that when our life is done and our task is ended that we then 
are to be plunged into a terrible “yonder," a horrible "out there!" If the 
human arrangers can just delay by five more breaths our escape, then 
may all of the science of the physicians, the chemists, and the pharma­
cists be brought to bear that we may take these five more breaths. O 
Lord, no! When the task is done and the life is ended and age has taken 
our faculties away, why is it not the comfort of the Christian that he be 
translated in victory, in triumph, to an upper and more glorious world, 
joined to Christ in glory? Our translation is our coronation day. It is a 
great consummation toward which all life inevitably moves.

For those outside of the Lord, death is a blackness. It is a despair, it is a 
defeat, it is an awesome prospect. It is death forever. But to the child of 
God, joined to the body of Christ, death is a triumph. It is our ultimate 
victory that some day all of us shall enjoy, shall experience. We cannot be 
lost. We belong to His body. We are members of His very frame. The 
Lord said, "And I give unto them eternal life: and they shall never 
perish" (John 10:28). If a man's head is above water, his feet cannot be 
drowned. If our Lord is in heaven, we cannot be lost though we are the 
very soles of His feet and the humblest and most unworthy of the 
household of faith. If He lives we also shall be saved and shall live with 
Him. We cannot be lost. Christ does not lose part of His members. We 
are joined to Him.

Trust God to see you through. He never lost a battle nor will He ever 
lose one of His members. His body shall be full and complete and we shall 
be apart of it. Bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh. Do you belong to Him? 
Have you given your heart to Jesus? Will you say: “Here I come to join 
myself to God. Here I am?" Make that choice and decision now in your 
heart. Find out the secret hid in the heart of God. Understand the great 
mystery. Become a part of Christ in His church.
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TO BE LIKE JESUS

Harold E. O'Chester

Text: Matthew 9:36 "But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved 
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”

“Please, pastor,” the call came, “come quickly." He went im­
mediately to the bedside of a new mother. The father wanted the pastor 
present when he told the mother that she had given him a beautiful baby, 
healthy in every way—but he didn’t have any ears.

The baby had auditory openings and all the inner ear parts necessary to 
receive sound, but no fleshy part outside which we commonly call the 
ear. The problem, they were assured, would be corrected when his 
growth was completed and a donor found.

His first day of school was tough. He came home weeping, saying, 
‘ T’m a freak." He became aware of the stares, whispers and taunts of the 
other kids. He grew up learning to live with this, and was an excellent 
student. He finally entered college to study geology. In the spring of his 
junior year, he received a call, “Well, son, we’ve found a donor; the 
operation will be done on spring break.”

Following the operation, he was so happy. His new ears were beauti­
ful. He was so proud. He graduated with honors. He went to work in the 
Midwest, where he married and became a father of twins. One day, he 
received a call from his dad saying, “Son, your mother is dying with a 
heart attack.” He caught the first plane, only to learn upon his arrival that 
his mom had died a few minutes earlier.

The first time he went to the funeral home, he said to his father, “Dad, 
she surely is pretty.” His dad pushed back his wife’s hair to show 
Jimmy—his mother didn’t have any ears! This moving and true story 
brings us to an added dimension of the love of God. This mother gave a 
part of herself to her son who had a deep need. Most of us would do the 
same thing.

God, however, chose not to give ears—but his all to us through his Son. 
This choosing to give himself without expecting anything in return is 
called Agape love.

Paul said in Galatians 2:20, “Christ liveth in me. . .” Because of this, 
three consuming desires possessed his life. He wanted to know Christ; to 
live like Chirst; and to make him known. Is there a Christian anywhere 
who does not want to be like Christ?

The church is called many things in the Bible: bride, building, pearl, 
fellowship. Body. We’re the body of Christ, and as his body on this earth, 
we are called to live in our body as he did in his. Thus, whatever 
controlled him should control us. Whatever motivated him should moti­
vate us. Whatever caused the eternal son of God to throw off the robes of 
glory and take upon himself the form of flesh—should be our concern 
also.

He pretty well told us what that consuming passion was when he said, 
“I came not to be ministered unto. . .but to minister, and to give my life 
a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28 Apart from his mission to the world, 
his body would not have been necessary.

HIS MISSION WAS REDEMPTION
There is an old story of an old lady who focused the issue exactly when 

she turned to the guide showing her Westminister Abbey, and said, 
“Young man! Young man! Will you stop your chattering for a moment 
and tell me—has anyone been saved here lately?” The guide said, 
“Saved in Westminister Abbey?” “Why not,” she said, “that is the 
business of the church, isn't it?" See several things from this passage of 
scripture:

I. THE CONFUSED CROWD
“When he saw the multitudes. . .” That is what consumed, capti­

vated and controlled Jesus, people! There were people of all types in the 
crowd that followed him. Sick people. People he needed to heal emotion­
ally, mentally and physically.

There were sinful people. Why not? All men were sinners. This is why 
he came. He said, “I am come to call sinners to repentance." Matthew 
9:13 He didn’t come to condemn but to convert.

He came for sorrowful people. In John 8 we see the story of the woman 
caught in sin. He forgave her all her sin. Too often men forgive sin, but 
they do not forget. Many are sorrowful in the world.

He came for the suffering people. In all the gospels, he healed lepers. 
He healed the untouchables of the world. There are many outcasts in this 
world. He took time for all people.

He came for sad people. Zachaeus was a maligned man. He was hated 
because of his way of living, yet Jesus had time for him.

WORLD OUT THERE IN NEED OF JESUS
Lift up your eyes, beloved, and see the multitudes. They are dying 

without him. They are in despair, discouraged, despised, doomed, dying 
and damned to hell. Is there no one to care?
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