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INTRODUCTION

This study has been prbduced at the reQuest of th§°missiopﬁleadership

of the area under study. The Department of Survéy}and Special Studies is

delighted to share some of the results of its study. The study is not exX-
haustive, but rather seeks to examiné some of the data availsble and refiect
some findings that the analysis reveals.

The trends discussed in this study are not new to some of the readers

S

-of this report, but the volume of details has not been preSented in this
manner. The report seeks to discuss the trends and their implication to the

churches. The author did not attempt to be specific toward any pastor, church

or association in the study area, but rather sought to look at the different
facets that the trends indicate for the entire study area. The reader
should look at the study area in its entirety and not attempt to bé too
specific in applying the trends to any church or area within an association.
In considering future planning, it is better to attempt to understand the
study area, and then begin to observe the sub-areas.

In Chapter I there is an analysis of the date regarding the churches.
The trends in such areas of church life as number of churches, members, or=
ganizations, new members and financial contributions have been.assembled.
Some of the facts about size and location of the churches havé been gathered
also.

Informetion regarding the pastors is in Chapter II. The study reveals
the education, salary, secular employment, and reéidence of somé of the

pastors, but the information is used simply to establish the trends.

-
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The population information on the Study Area is contained in Chapter
I1X. The numerical population in the parishes, the percentage changes
~ver lhe past seventeen years, age étructures and characteristics are re-
flected. There have been some significant changes in the population in the
past and likely other changes will occur in the future.

- In Chapter IV are the data on the social and economic characteristics
which reveal the facts about the people who live in the area. Such facts
a8 age structures, family incomes.and economic outlock are treated.

The final chapter deals with the techniques and procedures to be
followed in using the available church data from the Annugl Minutes and
Uniform Church Letters. It also suggests some of the information available
from the public planning agencies.

A conclusion and annotated bibliography close the report. Some of the
conclusions drawn from the report are more in the form of suggestions for

considerstion rather than conclusive statements.
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CHAPTER I
ANALYSIS OF THE CHURCH DATA

This chapter will report)the examination of available data regarding
the churches in West Central Louisiana which are affiliated with five assoc-
iations; Sabine, North Sabine, DeSoto, Natchitoches and Red River. The

trends will be observed and some comment made on their significance. It is

~ hoped that the reader will not try to make specific applications of the data

contained here, because this chapter is written with the_éntire'study area
under consideration. The best method for considering the whole is to look
at the parts, which in this case are the associations.

In Figure 1 are the boundaries of'thé four parishes that make up the

| study area. This map has been‘ihcluded since the report will be shared with

-persons from outside of the studj afsa;:Who‘will not be familiar with these

political sub-divisions.

Figure 2 displays the location of the churches in the study area. Note
the five churches thst are beyond the boundary of ﬁhe study area, but because
they are members of the associations they have been included in the study.
There is a good scatter of the churches over the area except for the southern
part of Natchitoches Parish where Kisatchie National Forest is iocate@ and

the concentrations around the towns.

The Churches

Table 1 is a compilation of the number of churches by assoclations for

the period 1958-1968. There has been a net gain of four churches in the

4
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Fig. 1 .--Boundaries of four Parishes in West Central Louisiana
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SOURCE:

Arnold F. Nelson, Field Secretary, Louisiana Baptist Convention

West Central Loulsiana, 1968,

Fig. 2 .=-Location of Southern Baptist Churches in four Parishes in
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study area since 1958. One of these was in Sabine, two in North Sabine, and
one in DeSoto. Obviously, there have not been many new churches started in
the past decade, but there are not many opportunities left in the areé for
new churches.‘ In 1960.there wa.s oné church for evepy_AQS white people in the
area which is one of the deepest penetratiqns ipf£hé enﬁirQ>Soﬁthern Baptist

Convention, -

- TABLE %

NUMBERTOF‘CHURCHES,IN WOL BY ASSOCTATIONS, 1958-1968%

- Year

_Association

1958 | 1959 [1960 |1961 1962 |1963 {1964 |1965 |1966 1967 |1968
24| 24| 25| 25| 25| 25| 25| 25| 25| 25| 25

Sabine . . .

N. Sabine . .| 25| 25 25 25 26 | 27| 27| 27| 27 217 27
DeSoto « « o .| 28| 28| 28| 28| 28| 28| 29| 29| 29| 29| 29
© Natchitoches . | 32 32 | 32 32 32 32 32 | 32 32 32 32
Red River . .| 13 13 13 131 13| 13|.13] .13 13 13 13

Total . .|122| 122 | 123 | 123 | 124 | 125 | 126 | 126 | 126 | 126 | 126

%annual Minufés,of Associations..

It was felt by the agthor that thé”iOCatiqnjkage, size, services, and
facilitiesﬂof the churches should be examined;s'Thése should serve as indica-

- torg of present conditions among the churches. On Table 2 are the data regard-
iﬁg location of the churches. Sixty-three percent of all the churches in the
study area are 100atedvinfthebopen country. Red River with 92.3% and DeSoto
with‘So.S% in open couﬁtrjiafe the outstanding. The nexf large group of
churches are located in the villages of under 500 population which contains
one out of five churches. In DeSoto Association more than a third of the

churches are located in villages and in Natchitoches 28.1%.
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TABLE 2
LOCATION OF CHURCHES BY GEOGRAPHYb IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1968a
deographical Areas
Association
1 2 3 4 5 5 7 | Total
Sabile « v v v o 0 o o oo 0| 21 2 1 728 BV B 26
Percentage . « . « « « « . . [80.8 | 7.7 3.8 | 7.7 : . o | 100.0
N. Sabine . . . . + ¢ o o & 18 5 2 1 - o . o e 26
Percentage « « ¢« o« ¢« = o « « | 69,2 [19.2 { 7.7 { 3.8 | . . | . . | . . |100.0
DeSoto o ¢« v 6 ¢ o o o o o o 13 10 2 3 s o o o P 29
Percentage . . « o ¢« o v o o | 448 |34.5 | 6.9 (13.8 | . . | . o | « . |100.C
Natchitoches « « o« o o « & o« 16 9 1 0 1 3 2 32
Percentage . « . o o « » o .| 50.0 {R8.1 | 3.1 | « « | 3.1 | 9.4 | 6.3]100.0
Red River .+ + & v ¢ o o + & 12 0 1 O oo | oo oo 13
Percentage . « + « o ¢« ¢« «192.3 | o o | 7.7} ¢ & . . o e . o 100.0
Study Area Total . . . . 80 26 7 7 1 3 2 126
Percentage . « o« « + « .| 63.5 [20.6 | 5.6 | 5.6 B | 2.4 1 1.5(100.0

21968 Uniform Church Letters

bGeography refers to number codes heading each column. ‘
1

= Open Country Median City 10,000-49,999
2 = Village (under 500 population) 5 = Downtown Area v
3 = Town (500-2,499 population) 6 = Neighborhood Area
4 = Small City (2,500-9,999 population) 7 = Suburban Area

In considering the ages of the churches in the study area, Table 3 was
constructed from the dates of constitution. . The churches in each association
were grouped together in twenty year groupings from 1820 to 1959, and those
started'since 1960 wefe grouped together. More than 40% of the churches were
started in the forty years from 1880 to 1919, and another one-third of the
churches have beeh started since 1920. There seems to be a gobd scatter of
the churches into each time period with two apexes as previoﬁsly mentioned.
The two oldest churches are Zion Hill (1826) and Toro (1837) both of which

are in Sabine Association.
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TABLE 3
NUMBER OF CHURCHES ORGANIZED IN THE ASSOCIATIONS BY TWENTY YEAR SPANS
1820-1968
. Years
- Association 1820~ |1840- | 1860 [1880-|1900- | 1920~ | 1940~ |1960= Total
1839 |1859 1879 1899 |1919 1939 |1959 |19es |To%
Sabine + + v v 4 v . . 2| 3| 4 5 2 L1 3 o] 23
N. Sabine + . . . . . 0 1 5 6 5 5 34 2 _7
DeSoto « « v « v .| O| 7| 2| 5| 7| 1| & 1] 32
Natchitoches . . . . & 0 11 4 5 9 5 8 0 29
Red River . .....| 0| 1] 3| 4| 1| 2| 2| ol 13
Total . .....| 2| 13| 18| 25| 24| 17| 22| 3| 124
Percentage . . . .| 1.6 [10.5 |14.5 [20.2 [20.2 [13.7[16.9 | 2.4 |100.0

81968, Uniform Church Letters.

bFisher and Hornbeck churches do not list their dafes of constitution.

Tables 4 and 5 display the churches of the study area after they have
been grouped together according to size. Table 4 1s the number of churches
in each category and Table 5 is the percentage. It is quite significant to

note that 73 or 58.0% of all the churches have less than 100 mémbers.

Natchitoches Association has the highest in this because 65.7% or 21 churches

there have less than 100 members. Three other associations follow very
closely with high percentages of the churches falllng into this category

North Sabine has 67 9% of its churches, Sabine has 56.0%, DeSoto has 55.1%

and Red River trails with 38.5% in this category. More than one—thlpd of the

churches in North Sabine have from 25 to 49 members, while in Natchitoches
one out of four is this size.
Seven of the churches in the area had less than 24 members in 1968,

while 27 had from 25 to 49. It is generally assumed that churches of this

size do not generally,fﬁh¢%ion in the most effective manner, and considerable

attention might be givénmtd“the matter of evaluating what minimum size chuu

ch
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TABLE /4

NUMBER OF CHURCHES BY SIZE IN GROUPINGS TN WCL
BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1968%

ey e e

kAssociations : _
' 0-24 | 25=-49| 50=99 | 100-149 | 150=249 | 250-499 | 500" | Tobal

Sabj—neﬂ 9 ° ‘ L

o o 2 3 9 6 4 1 0 25

N, Sebine o « . . 2| 10 5 6 2 2 0 27

DeSOtOe e o o o e 1 5 10 6 3 3 1 29

Natchitoches, . » 2 8 11 2 5 3 1 32

Zed River o o o w0 0 1 A 3 4 0] 1 13

Study Area. o | 7| 27 | 39 23 18 9 3 | 126
81968 Uniform Church Letters.

TABLE 5

PERCENTAGE OF CHURCHES BY SIZE IN GROUPINGS IN WCL
BY ASSOCIATIONS, 19682

Associations

0-24. | 25=49 50=99 100-149 [150=249 | 250-499.| 500+ | Total

Sabine., « « « o| 8.0 12.0| 36.0 24,0 16.0 4O 0 | 100.0
N. Sabine ¢« « «| 7.4 37.0| 18,5 R2e 2 7ol T4 0 1 100.0
DeSotos o o o of 3eh | 17.2°| 34e5 20.7 10.3 10.3 3.4 | 100.0
Natchitoches., .| 6.3 25.0| 34.4 6.3 15.5 9.4 3.1 | 100,0
Red River . . . 0 7.7 30.8 23.0 30.8 0 7.7 | 100.0
Study Avea.| 5.6 | 21.4| 31,0 | 18.2 | 14.3 7.1 | 2.4 | 100.0

&able 4.
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would best sérve the population of this particular study area. There are
another 39 churches or 31%;that have . from 50-99 members,ngnd_many of these
would certalnly border on los1ng thelr effectlveness.- More spe01f1c recom-
bmendatlons for thig problem are contalned 1n the conclu31on. “

The fact that only three ghurches‘ln the'study»area.haveLEOO 6r'mdfe

members is certainly worthy of note, and only nine have 250 to 499 members.

These represent only 9,3% of the total number‘bf‘chuféhes.'

On Table 6 are reflected the data on the churches which have-sérViceé 1

every Sunday. In two associationé, Sabine:and‘Red Rivér, 100% of the
churches have servicés each Sunday. The other'thfee are groupedvbetﬁeénx
81.5% and‘88.5%. The fact that 110 out of 123 churches in the area have
services each week reveals the dedication of the members to worship and the
preaching of the Gospel. It also reveals that the people have not only the
motivation, but the offerings, transportation and personnel with which to

accomplish this. iny one out of ten of the churches do not have weekly

services.
TABLE 6
NUMBER OF CHURCHES WITH SERVICES HELD EVERY SUNDAY
IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1968
Number o = o 5
' Yes : No
e Bt g Information i & v
Association Available — : .
on Number | Percent | Number | Percent
Sebine. « o o s o] 26 26 100.0 0 0 .
No Sabine e o o & 26 23 88"5 3 1105
DeSO'l‘aoa » e e o @ 27 22 81"5 5 18:5.
Natchitoches. « » 31 13 83.9 5 16.1
Red Rivel‘ ® ® & o 13 X 13 100'0 0 O
Total « o« o o| 123 110 89.4 13 | 10.6

849968 Uniform Church Letters
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Questionnaires were sent.to the associations of the study area which
were designed to get inforﬁation aboﬁt the churches that are not contained
in the Uniform Church Letters. Only three associations returned the ques-
tionnaires and thus thé dafa can oﬁly reflect these. Table 7 has on it these
data concerning some of the facilities of the churches. Note on the table
that in each column 56.9% of the churches have the facility, but the numbers
change from item to item in the associations. The three items listed are
past§rium, cemetery and brick building. In Sébine Association 52% of the
chﬁrches have a pastorium, while 64% have a cemetery and 48% have a brick
building. _In Natchitoches the significant fact is that 58.1% of the churches
are bricked. But in Red River it is important to note that 77% of thé
churches have a pasto;ium. The impression’of the author ig that the churches
take g great deal of pfide in the facilities that they have and that they
have expended a great deal of effort and fupds to provide needed facilities
and services to members and the community; It is also fairly obvious that
these churches are permanent in their present location ﬁnless other consider-

ations should receive precedence in the future planning of these churches.

TABLE 7

SOME FACTORS RELATING TO FACILITIES CF LOCAL CHURCHES
- IN WCL IN THREE ASSOCIATIONS, 1968

Number With |  Pastorium Cemetery Brick Building
Association [Information -
‘ Available | Number | Percent |Number | Percent Number | Percent
Sabine . . . 25 | 43 | 52.0 | 16 64.0 12, 48.0
Natchitoches 27 | 14 51,9 | 13 48.1 18 58,1
Red River. .| 13 | 10 76.9 g8 | 615 7 | . 53.8
| Totel. .| 650 ol 37 | 56,9 | 37 | 56.9 | 37 56.9

. BQuestionnaires sent to the associations.

bThirty.one‘churches were listed in this category for Natchitoches.
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‘The next area of study in this chapter is the membefship of the
churches. ‘Table 8 is an acéumulation of the resident‘memberships‘Of the
associations from 1958’to 1968. 1t is apparent'ét once that the member-
ship has rémained fairly stable throughout the eleven yeér,period. There
have been fluctuations, but much of this is due to the reporting of the
- churches. The method of assimiiating’thiS'data WaéftO'reCOrd each church's
membership as reported for each year and ﬁhen estimate the membership for
._ those years that were not reported. In 1958 the membership was 17,793 and

in 1968 it was 15,669 or 2,124 less than ten years before. Natchitoches

shows a marked loss, while the other associations are showing a slight gain.-

Due to the fluctuations of the membership over the past decade it was

impossible to establish any trends and to make projections for the future.

Sunday School Enrg}ggnt
. Two companion tables on the Sunday School enrolment are included next.
Other Sundéy School data are in_the appendix, and these will bg helpful in
opserving the individual associations. On Table 9 are the number enrolled
by age gfoups for the paét eleven years, and Table 10 contains the percent-
ages. The enrolment itself fluctuates from 12,636 in 1958 to a high of
13,021 in 1961 to a low of 10,866 in 1968. The various age groﬁps have re-
mained fairly stable as a part of thé whole with only some slight changes
as the youth get older and marry. On Table 10 for instapéé,'itﬂis noted
~ that the Married Young People have increased from 1.6% of the enrolment in
1958 to 3.5% in 1968. This_is Significént when over much of the convention
this age group has been losing ground. The Adults, age thirty-five years
aﬁd“up have dropped‘from 31.4% to 28.9% during the same time period. All
other groups are fairly near the percentage they held in 1958, ine¢luding the
Nursery. It would have been supposed that in such an area as WCL that these

age groups would have decreased.

e

e




TABLE 8
NUMBER OF RESIDENT MEMBERS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-1968>

e
—

Year

Associstion

1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968

Sabine . . . . . | 2,670 | 2,593 | 2,676 |- 2,711 | 2,600 | 2,634 | 2,721 | 2,843 | 2,794 | 2,793 | 2,836
N. Sabine . . . | 2,519 | 2,497 | 2,570 | 2,599 | 2,460 | 2,468 | 2,507 | 2,569 | 2,567 | 2,588 | 2,605
DeSoto . . . . . 3,895 | 4,041 | 4,058 | 4,085 | 4,017 | 4,046 | 4,052 | 3,957 | 4,056 | 4,114 | 4,012
Natchitoches . . 6,534 | 4,318 | 4,534 | 4,587 | 4,462 | 4odd3 | 4,509 | 4,555 | 3,835 [.3,912. | 3,944
Red River . . . | 2,175 | 2,145 | 2,180 | 2,161 | 2,175 | 2,157 | 2,224 | 2,236 F 2,210 | 2,150 | 2,272

Total . . . {17,793 |15,594 16,018 {16,143 |15,714 |15,748 {16,013 |16,160 15,462 |15,557 ,15,669 |

84nnual Minutes of associations. . -

7L
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. TABLE 9 -

NUMBER ENROLLED IN SUNDAY SCHOOL BY AGE GROUPS FOR WCL, 1958-1968%

 Year

Age Group -
1958 1959 1960 .| 1961 1962 1963 1964 | 1965 1966 1967 1968

NUPSETY « o o o o o o o | 646 | 582| 549 | 607-| 6m2| 70| 559 | 592 | 556 | 518 | 567
Beginnere « o« o o o o o 933 903 | 1,031 920 858 - 859 868 880 | 787 770 690
Primary o o o o o o o o | 1,224 | 1,171 | 1,184 | 1,211 | 1,186 | 1,183 | 1,193 | 1,086 | 1,172 | 1,067 | 1,080
Juniore o i « o o o o | 1,839 | 1,798 | 1,761 | 1,718 | 1,720 | 1,692 | 1,693 | 1,567 | 1,532 | 1,556 | 1,488
Intermediate. . « » « o | 1,647 | 1,604 | 1,581 | 1,660 | 1,688 | 1,688 | 1,658 | 1,601 | 1,445 | 1,433 | 1,452
Young People. « o o o o 911 935 | 1,095 | 1,087 | 1,042 | 1,009 | 1,043 951 |- 1,262 | 1,034 | 905
Young People (Married). 198 244, 242 275 310 249 315 286 314 256 381
AQUItS (25-34)¢ o o o o | 15265 | 1,366 | 1,291 | 1,457 | 1,297 | 1,261 | 1,586 | 1,469 | 1,363 | 1,288 | 1,163
Adults (35-Up)e « « « o | 3,973 | 4,120 | 4,081 | 4.086 | 3,808 | 3,942 | 3.730 | 3.882 | 3.824 | 3,852 | 3.140

Tobal « « « « o o o |12,636 (12,723 12,815 [13,021 |12,581 [12,583 {12,645 [12,314 |12,255 |11,774 |10,866

@ Annual Minutes of Associations.




TABLE 10

PERCENTAGE ENROLLED IN SUNDAY SCHOOL BY AGE GROUPS FOR WCL, 1958-1968%

16
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Results of Evangelism

The next area to be cévered by this study will be of interest to all
readers of this report. It reveals the trends in evangelism for the past
decade and may well poiht the way to the future. On Table 11 are the number
of baptisms for the area and the associations. In 1959 the area had its
highest number éf baptisms (854) and after that declined‘until the low in
1963 (521). Since that time it has climbed steadily, except for 1966, until
it reached the third highest year in 1968. There was an occilating of the

number of baptisms in all of the associations and thus no specific pattern

emerges.
TABLE 11
NUMBER OF BAPTISMS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958—1968a
Year
Association
1985 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 [ 1964 | 1965 [1966 | 1967 | 1968
Sabine . . . | 94| 149 | 108 120| 1] 81| 122 105 | 109 124 | 158
N. Sabine. . | 111 | 131 | 135| 160| 77| 103 | 71| 120 | é7| 164 | &9
DeSoto . . . | 193 | 231 176 | 169 | 147 | 120 | 134 | 138 | 158 | 162 | 232
Natchitoches | 217 | 258 | 302 | 174] 163 | 122 | 157 132 | 105 | 151 | 17
Red River. . | 66| 85| 63| 107| 91| 95| 104| 123 | 99| 78| 126
Total. . | 681 | 854 | 784 730| 539 | 521 588 | 627 | 539 | 679 | 776

a . . s
Annual Minutes of Associations.

Another area of evangelism is revealed on Table 12, which displays the
other additions. Primarily thié is the additions by letter, but it also in-
cludes those who join by statement. The additions to the churcﬁes of the
area by this manner have been'remarkably stable during the period covered by
the table. The high occured in 1959 when 1,219 joined the churches, the low
of 1,105 was in 1960. Again, as with the baptisms, the associations experi-

enced considerable variance from year to year.
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TABLE 12

OTHER ADDITIONS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-19682

Year

Association

1958 1959 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 1966 1967 | 1968

Sabine . . . 130 157 172 262 | 142| 150 200 155 157| 153 | 186
N. Sabine. . M4 1221 117 139 130| 132 155{ 17| 129| 167 112
DeSoto . . . 3131 323 R64| 255 241 272 290| 236| 296| 253 | 237
Natchitoches 507 | 497 | 5104 441 | 434 | 494 | 412 46T| 433 389 512
Red River. . | 90| 120 87| 108 176 | 134| 110| 169 118 891 118

Total. . [1,154 (1,219 [1,150 [1,105 [1,123 [1,182 [1,167 {1,198 1,133 [1,051 [1,165

&pnnual Minutes of Associations.

The next four tables will perhaps reveal more about evangelism during
the past elevén years than the number of baptisms and other additions. The
first two of these are Tébies 13 and 14 which are the rate per 100 members
that additions have occured. On Table 13 the rate of baptisms started with
a high of almoét six persons per 100 members in 1959 and dropped to a 16w of
3.4 in 1966. In 1967 the rate has risen to 4.4 then in 1968 to 5.0 to re-
vefsé a loﬁ tren& dfbseVerél years. In 1968 three of the associations, Sabine,
DeSoto and Red River, had almost six baptisms for each 100 members, but
Natchitoches had 4.4 and North Sabine had 3.4. By averaging the past three
years of the éssociations it becomes quite obvious how close together they
-are. Three of the associations average 4.6 per 100 members during 1966-1968,
North Sabine averages 4.2 and Natchitoches averages 3.5. The Southern Baptist
Coﬁvention béptism rate for the period 1965-1967 (1968 figuresvaé yet unavail-

able) is 3.4, to give some basis for comparison while the area averages 4.6.
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TABLE 13

BAPTISM RATE PER 100 RESIDENT MEMBERS»IN'WCL BY ‘ASSOCIATIONS, 1959—1968a

MYear

Association e e i
‘ 1959 { 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968
Sabine .+ . .ov | 5.6 4e2| 45| 2.3] 3.1 47| 3.9] 3.8| 44 5.7
N. Sabine . . 5.1 504 | 6.3] 3.0) 4.1 2.9 5.3| 2.8 6.4 3.4
DeSoto o « v v o . | 7.2| 5.3 5.2| 4.3| 3.6| 3.3| 3.4| 4.0] 4.0| 5.6
Natchitoches . . . | 6.1 7.0| 3.8| 3.6| 2.7| 3.5| 2.9| 2.3| 3.9| 4.4
‘Red River . . . . Le51 3.2 49? 54.2  ‘4.4‘. 4a8 ';5.5 »4.4 3.6 5.9
Total . . . . 5.9  5»3 » 4}8 '3,5 ;3;5. :377 ; 3;9’.”3.4'-'4;4 5.0

aTgbles 8 and 11.

Looking at Tabie 14 in comparison with TaBle 13, the trend of additioms
by 1etters paralleis baptisms; only larger. The high peint of’8,4 additions
pef 100, was in 1959 but the low ié in 1967 at 6;8. For all of the remaining
years there is very 1ittle variance. Amongvfhe associations Natcﬁitocheévhas
had the highest rate for the périod covered by the taBlé, and it reached its
height in 1968. This aséoéiation also has the‘highest éverage for the‘pasﬁ
three years, followed by DeSéto, while the aQérage for the other three réngés
from 5.9 down to 4.9. |

TABLE 14

LETTER RATE PER 100 RESIDENT MEMBERS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1959-1968%

o
-

Year ,
Association - -
. 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968
Sabine « « .+ o . 59| 6.6 6.1 5.2 5.8 7.7| 5.7| 5.5| 5.5| 6.7
N. Sabine . . . , 4e8 | 4.7 5.5| 5.0] 5.3] 6.3| 7.0 5.4| 6.5]| 4
DeSoto « o &« & o » |10.1| 8.,0| 7.8 7.0| 8.2 7.2] 5.8 7.5| 6.2 5
Natchitoches . . . [11.7}11.8} 9.7 9.5|11.1] 9.3} 10.4 ] 9.5}10.1 13
Red River . . . . 6.3 44| 5.0 8.1 6.2 5.1 7.6 5.3 4.0| 5.
© Total . . . . 8.4 7.8 7.3 7.3} 7.9 T.4| 7.5 7.0 6.8 7.

8Tables & and 12.

Ut v~ 02 \W
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When considering evangelism, it is always important to.review those who
are being evangelized and not just the numbers and trends. There is not suffi-
cient data available to do a thorough job, but thére are some déta that will
prove indicative of the trend. On Tables 15 and 16 are the age groupings of
the baptisms in four of the aséociations and the study area. Data are not
pfovided on Natchitoches Association because the Uniform Church Letters were
not available. The 1968 church letters reported thé number of persons in
each'ége group that were baptized and compiled on Table 15. Table 16 is a
conversion of the data to percentages.

Note that there were 576 baptisms in the four associations in 1968, but
only one of these was less than six years of age. The largest group as might
be expectea ié 9 to 12 years of age, which is 32.2% of the total numbér° The
next largest group is the 13 to 16 year with 22.7%; It is quite pertinent
that 18.3% of the baptisms are in the 25 years old and older age‘group and
'_that almost‘one in four fall into this gfoup.in Sabine Association;> All of
the associations have more than 30% of their baptisms in the 9 to 12 year age
.grouﬁ, and three have more than 20% in the 13 to 16 year bracket. Two assoc-
iatiqns, Red River and DeSoto, have a fairly high percentage in the 6 to 8
year group and the two others have a corrésppnding high in the 17 to 24 year
group., | |

The final area of church data to be examined in this chapter is £he'
financial giving of the members. These data pertain to the receipts of the
churches and then the gifts of the churches to missions, gifts to the Cooper-

ative Program, total mission giving and to the association are examined.
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TABLE 15

NUMBER OF BAPTISMS BY AGES BY ASSOCIATIONS, 19687

VDTN - Unider e : . e :
Asgoelations 6 | 6-8 |9-12 | 13-16 | 17-24 | 25+ |[Total
Sabine . .. . ... | O 11| 38 29 4 | 28 | 120
N. Sabine .o e e LA E O . 6 . 36 E o 24 . 14, 3 : 1 8 98
DeSoto « « v v .. | O | 36 | 82 | 54 22 38 | 232
Red River . .... | 1 | 2 |47 | 2 | 7 | 21 | 126
Study Avea . .. | 1 | 70 a3 |z | 57 | 105 | 57

21968, Uniform Church Letters

bNatchitoches Association Uniform Church Letters were unavailable at the

time of the study.

TABLE 16

- PERCENTAGE OF BAPTISMS BY AGES BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1968

RS L ' |Under |, ' S '
Associations 6 | 68 | 912 | 13-16 | 17-24 | 25+ | Total
Sebines . . . . .. .| 0 | 9.2 | 31.6 | 24.2| 11.7 |23.3 | 100.0
N. Sabine . . . ... O | 6.1 | 3.7 | 24.5| 14.3 |18.4 | 100.0
DeSoto . « v o w .. .| O [ 155 | 353 | 23.3| 9.5 [16.4 | 100.0
Red River . . ... .| .8 |20.6 | 3. 19.0 5.6 | 16.7 | 100.0
Study Area . . . .| .2 | 13.7 | 35.2 | 22.7| 9.9 |418.3 | 100.0

S1able 15.

Table 17 contains the receipts of the churches from the members, and
these data have been converted to per capita figures for each association.
‘The totals for each year in each association are in the appendix as are the
total gifts to missioné except that given by the churches to associational
nissions which ig in Table 20. Four of the associations in 1968 had per
capita receipts in excess of $80.00 with the highest being $89.83 in

Natchitoches. Only North Sabine Association was below the $80.00 level at




_ 22
$67.34. The greatest ihcreaee in the eleven years covered by the table is
in Sabine Association{which has increased from slightly over $50.00 in 1950
to almost $90.00 in 1968. Natchitoches, however, ‘almost parallels this growth
trend and Red River is oﬁly slightly less in its increase. The study area as
.8 uhole has not increased ite;per capita.receipts as much as gome of its
associations, having gone from $52.34 in 1958 to $81.72 in 1968.

Table 18 is the per capita gifts to the Coopefative Program by -associa-
tions. These data reveal that the increaees in gifts to the Cooperative Pro-
gram have not kept bace'with the increases in the receipts of the churches.

In the study area the glfts of the members increased by 56 1% during the per-
iod, but the increase in gifte to the Cooperative Program was 46.1%. In The |
.assoclatlons, however, there is a vastly different story, as two of the asgo-
ciatiohs, Natchitoches and Red River, have increased their gifts to the Cooper-
ative Program at a ﬁighe; pereeﬁtage than their receipts have incfeased} In
Netchitoehes the receipts increased by 75% but the Coopefative Programlgifts
increased by 134%. Much the saﬁe thing happened in'Red Rivef as'receipte in- |
creased by 55%, but gifts increased 82%. The other three associatibns;geve
considerably less of their increase in gifts to the Cooperative Prograh.

Sabihe Assbciatipn'had ah_increase of '78% in receipts but gifts inéreesee,only _
26%, while in‘DeSoto there vas e 49% increase in receipts‘and 20% in gifis.ﬁT

North Sabine had the lowest increase in receipts at 40% and 4% to the Cooperm

' atlve Program. ¥

The data on the prev1ous table to not reflect all of the m1331on g1v1ng
of fhe members and. thus the,following three tables have been included to review
tﬁe oﬁher areaslof miseien giving, The firsﬁ of theee, Table 19,veontains
the figures for the total m1391on gifts per capita as reported by the churches

to the associations. These gifts have steadily increased from $8.71 in 1958
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TABLE 17

PER CAPITA RECEIPTS OF RESIDENT MEMBERS IN WCL. BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-19682

, Year
Association - : ‘ _
' 1958 1959 | 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 | 1966 1967 | 1968
. Sabine « o © o o ,$5o 51| $57.08 | $64.19 $6oef9 $69. 20 $70.50| $78.78 | $78.53 | $80.81 | $32.83| $89.7;
N. Sabine. o « o | 4448 4312 | 45.69 | 46.00 | 55.84 | 56.12] 61.40| 65.40| 54.95| 69.35| 112.63
DeSoto o o o o & ['59448| 62.61 | 65.44 | 66.34 | 71.38 | T1.64| 69.33| 75.09| 79.06| 65.17| 88.43
Natchitoches o o = [51.47| 54.33 | 56.05 | 60.65 | 63.14 | 61.86| 62.02| 64.44 | 78.62| 81.94| 89.83
‘Red River. . . . [52.59| 49.71 | 53.52 | 57.40 | 55. 99 65.66| 64,71 68.73| 71.92| 79.86( 81.72
Tofal oo oo 152.341 54.50 57.78 | 59.22 -64 12 65.44' 66.99 | 70.27| 74.24| T4.93] 92.07
8Tables & and 36
: TABLE 18
- PER CAPITA GIFTS TO COOPERATIVE PROGRAM IN WCL BY ASSOGIATIONS,.1958-1968a
Year
Association —— . -
: 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 | 1963 1964 | 1965 1966 1967 | 1968
Sabine « « o o . #5.91 $6.32 |$6.95 |$6.51 |$6.72 |$7.31 $7.05 | $7.07 | $7.50 | $7.36 | $7.45
N. Sabine. . 5.19 | 4.99 5.07 | 5.16 | 5.57 | 5.31°| 5.37 | 4.91 | 5.77 | 5.65 .| 5.40
DeSoto s s o o 8.70 6.75 | 8.87 | 9.63 9.21 9.43 | 10.36 | 9.87 9.60 Q.62 | 10.48"
Natchitoches « o. [ 3.62 | 4.57 | 4.58 LeRl | 46T | 4497 | 5442 5.81 7.13 | 7.68 | 8.46
Red River. « « « | 5.32 6:.18 6,23 6.45 | 6.15 6.58 | 7.05 7477 8.75 9.69 9 66
Total .« « . 5.79  5.71 - | 6.36 6.43 | 6.52 :6.78 | 7.16 7.11 7.85 8.08 8.46

aTgbles 8 and 37
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PER CAPITA TOTAL MISSION GIFTS IN WOE BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-19682

W

Year

Association —
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964, 1965‘ 1966 - 1967 11968

Sabine . ¢« o« o o « o o o 5.14 8.97 10.10 9.10 7.20 |10.55 | 10.24 | 11.10 | 11.48 ‘12,34 13.77
No. Sabine . « « ¢ o o & 8.15 8.54 9.13 9.18 | 10.02 9.64 9,29 9.79 | 10.21 10.47 | 10.19
DeSoto + &« &« ¢ & 6 ¢« & & {14.76 | - 14.77 | 13.93 14.66 | 15.61 15.62 17.09 | 16.61 16.52 | 17.70. | 18.15
Natchitoches . « « « « 5.23 8.52 7.90 6.61 | 7.64 7.59 9,03 | 8.91 | 12.50 | 13.89 14.36
Red River . . . . ¢ o & 9.71 9.97 | 12.65 10,84 11.13 10.36 | 11.35 | 12.82 | 13.65 | 17.7 18.01
Total . & « o« = & & 8.7 10.42 | 10.64 | 10.05 aiO.Aé 10.85 | 11.64 | 11.87 [ 13.15 | 14.58 j5.06

8Tgbles & and 38

K4
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to $15.06 last year. This is a 73% increase in the area, and all of the
associations show a correspondlng 1ncrease. ‘Nerth‘Sabine and DeSoto have
25% and 23% respectively, while Red River has an- 86% increase and Sabine and
Natchitoches have 168% and,175% increases.f Since DeSoto Association was al-
ready relatively high in itsdper capita niSsien giuing, its increage is not
as pronounced as the others.» 5

The assoclatlonal mission pfograms have suffered a decrease in funds
during the past eleven years. The mlss1on leaders in the study area are
better able to 1nterpret the meanlng of thls than thls author. There‘was,
however, a 4.7% decrease in the total funds avallable as revealed on Table
20, and a 6.0% decrease in the per capita gifts to the ass001at10n (Table
21). This area of m1331on g1v1ng as might be expected is the smallest part
of the missions giving. There were 51gn1flcant increases in Sabine and
Natchitoches associations,'but offsetting losses in.the other three. Part
of the increase in Natchitoches Association'is the recent emphasis given

the student work at Northwestern campus.
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TABLE 20

GIFTS TO ASSOCIATION MISSIONS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-19682

Year
Associations - _ )

- 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 1966 | 1967 1968
Sabine. . . oo . . .. o1$2,258 |$1,758 | $1,971 |$2,030 |$1,462 |$1,503 |$2,393 |$2,814 |$2,870($3,247 | $3,682
N. Sabine . oo o o o o of 6,394 | 3,863 | 3,799 | 3,066 | 3,504 | 3,389 | 2,445 2,971 3,294 3,937 3,351
DeSoto. o o o s o o« o o 5,510 | 5,349 4698 | 4y663 | 4y514 | 5,149 | 4,994 | 5,092 5,201| 5,244 5 4244,
Natchitoches. . . . . o of 6,082 | 1,875 | 1,727 | 1,489 | 1,425 | 1,477 | 1,483 | 1,526 | 2,027| 7, ,198b 8,143
Red River . . o « « o « of 2,979 | 2,072 | 1,087 768 761 756 855. 937 650 1,111 1,711
Total o o . . . . o 123,223 | 14,917 [ 13,282 |12,016 | 11,666 |12,274 12,170 |13,340 |14,042]20,737 | 22,131

@anmual Minutes of Associations
__ PPirst Baptist, Natchitoches contributed §5,000
TABLE - 21
. PER CAPITA GIFTS TO ASSOCIATION MISSIONS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-19682
Year

" Associations ,
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964, 1965 1966 | 1967 1968

Sabine. o« o« o o ¢ o o . o5 .85 |$.68 |6 .74 [8.75 |8 .56 |8 .57 |8 .88 |8 .9 |[81.03 |81.16 | $1.30
N, Sabine o o « « » o » o] 2:.54 1.55 1.48 1.18 1.43 1.37 .98 1.16 1.28 | 1.52 1.29

DeSot0s o o o o o o o A 1.32 1.16 1.14 | 1.12 1.27 1.23 1,29 1.28 | 1.27 1.31
Natchitoches. o o o o o of 1.43 43 .38 .32 .32 | .33 .33 o34 .53 | 1.84 2.06
Red RIVET o ¢ o o o o o of 1.37 .97 .50 36 .35 .35 .38 A2 <29 .52 75

Total 2 ° o o o L] ° L] 1a50 996 ‘ .83 074 074 076 .83 091 1033 1'41

.78

8Tables 8 and 20.
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CHAPTER II

ANALYSIS OF THE PASTORAL DATA
The data in this chapter are from two primary sources, the 1968 Uni-
form Church Letters and a quéstionnaire sent to associational leaders.
Three of the questibnnaires were returned and information on gll five asso-
ciations were available through the Uniform Church Letters.. The data does
not attempt to be exhaustive, but simply to exsmine some of the facts that

affect the pastorates of the area.

Education
On Table 22 are the educational attainments of some of the pastors,
namely_the'college,and semninary graduaxes.'.There are, of course, others who
have attended both of these, but did not graduate. The highest percentage of
college graduates is in Red River Association (61.5%), followed closelyfby
Natchitoches Association (60.0). There is a considerable drop from these
two to the next two, North Sgbine and Sabine. The study area is fairly high

in percentage of the pastors being college graduates (40.5%).

TABLE 22

EDUCATION OF SOME PASTORS IN FOUR ASSOCIAT_IONSa IN WCL, 1968

Number With Seminary College
Information
Available Number Percent Number | Percent
Natchitoches « o - o 25 6 240 15. 60.0
North Sabine . « . » & 21 A 19.0 6 28.6
Red River . . « ¢ o & 13 2 15.4 8 61.5
Sabine ¢ o« o o s ¢ o o 25 1 4.0 5 20.0
Total .« ¢ « & o & 8. 13 15.5 34 40.5

aQuestionnaires sent to the associations.

28
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Seminary graduates in the ares are relatively few with one out of
six pastors in this category. Natchitoches is the highest with almost one

out of four followed by North Sabine, Red River and Sabine.

Residence and Employment
In seeking to-undéfstand'the‘reSidence'6f the pastors in the area, the
following table wés'Conetfﬁcted.f On Table 23 are the'humber‘and ﬁercentage
of pastors who ‘actually live on the church field where they serve. In the
study area; 60% of the men live on their church field, but‘(84°6%) do in
Red River Association. In Sabine and Natchitoches it drops to slightly over
50%. | |

TABLE 23

PASTORS WHO ARE RESIDENT ON CHURCH FIELD IN WCL,1968%

Number With Live on Church. Field
Parish Information — —1" ‘ -
 Available | Number Percentage
Red River . .« o « v v v o o & 13 ’ N | 84 6 -~
Sabine .« « + ¢ 4 o 0 v e oo 25 - ’ 14 56,0 |
Natchitoches . . « « ¢« . + o | 27 , _ 14 , .~“§1h9 -
Study Arvea Total . . . .| 65 39 . 60.0

aQuestionnaires sent to the associations.

It is important in a study of this nature to consider the income
levels of pastors in the area in order to give some con81deratlons to their
ablllty to glve their full attention to the churches. on the next three
tables are the data concerning the employment and salary of the pastors.
Salary in this case refers to that paid by the churches and notwnecessarily

the family incomes.
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On Table 24 are the number and percentage of pastors who are employed
apart from the church. Noté that 55,8% of the men in this study area are
" no% employed in secular work, but 44.2% are. Tﬁe highest percentage of
pastors employed is in DeSoto Associstion (52.3%). More than one-third of
the pastors in the study area are employed full-time apart from their
churches, while only 8.5% of them are employed part-time. The largest
number and percentage of fuliltime secularly employed pastors is in North

Sabine Association followed closely by Sabine and Natchitoches.

TABLE 24

NUMBER OF PASTORS IN EMPLOYMENT APART FROM THE CHURCH IN WCL
BY ASSOCIATIONS, 19682

—_——

Number With None Part-time Full-time
Assoeciation Information :

' Available |Number|Percent | Number|Percent |Number|Percent
Sabine e e s o o o 17 ) 10 ’ 58.8 o o * o 7 41 02
No. Sabine . . . . - 18 9.1 50.0 1 5.6 8 bl oy
DeSOtO . . ° . . o 21 10 47.6 ) 4 1900 7 33 .3
Natchitoches . . . 19 12 63.2 .. - -7 36.8

Study Area . . 86 48 55.8 -7 8.1 31 36.1

a’1968‘Uniform Church Letters.

Salaries
The next table (Table 25) revealé the salaries paid by the churches in
1968, These have been arranged iﬁto seven groupingslof $1,COO;OO intervals
with the‘final interval being $6,000.00 and ube The largest number of
churches in the study area are in the categbry $1,000 - $1,999, followed by
the less than $1,000 and then $5,000 to $5,999. A companion table to this

one is Table 26.which reveals the percentages in each category. The three




31

columns already mentioned should be noted. Of particular interest,ihowever,
is the fact that 46.9% of the churches in,NstchitochespAssociation have
annual salaries of 1ess than $2, OOO. 'Obviouslyﬁthese churches-do not attempt
to employ a pastor on a fUll_tIme ba51s, however, Table 27 reflects that 81 5%
of the churches in thls assoclatlon have pastors who are full-tlme w1th that

church.

TABLE 25
NUMBER OF CHURCHES IN WCL BY PASTORéSALARY GROUPINGS AND ASSOGIATIONS,
19682
TR 0- 1“,000_ 2,000-|3,000-|4,000-|5,000-| , -

hssociation 99917999 2,999 3,999 |4,999 5,999 |&+000|Totel
Sabine . . . . . .o A | 4 5 2 6 1 4| 26
No. Sabine . . . . . 5 7 5 2 2 4 1 26
Natchitoches . . . . 8 7 3 4 2 6 2 32
DeSoto « « « v v . .| 4| 8 2 | 5 Lo 4 2 | 29
Red River . . . . .| . . .. 3 2 2 5 1 13

Study Avea . . .| 21 | 26 | 18 | 15 | 16 | 20 | 10 | 126

aUniform Church Letters.

The real heart of the problem lies in the fact that in three of the
associations more than half of the pastors receive less than $3,000 in
salary, the poverty level established by the United States Government., The
associatlons with 1arge percentages of pastors earning less than $3,000 are
North Sablne (65. 3%), Natchltoches (56 3%) and Sablne (50 O%) Only 23.8%
of the pastors 1n the study receive more than $5 OOO annually. In Sabine
and North Sablne associations thls drops to 19 2% or less than one out of
five. Some attentlon w111 need to be given to this partlcular phase of
Baptlst life in the study area in the future if the churches hope to continue

on the high level of "full—time"preaching services that have been held in
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the past.
TABLE. 26
PERCENTAGE OF CHURCHES IN WCL BY PASTOg SATARY GROUPINGS
AND ASSOCIATIONS, 1968
s s 0- }1,000~|2,000~| 3,000~ 4,000~ 5,000~

Associations 999 (1,999 12,999 3,999 |4,999 | 5,999 6,000+ Total
Sabine . « « . « o | 15.4 | 15.4 | 19.2 7.7 | 23.1 3.8 | 15.4 | 100.0
No, Sabine + . . . [ 19.2 | 26.9 | 19.2 7.7 7.7 15. 3.8 | 100.0
Natchitoches . . . ]25.0 | 21.9 9.4 | 12.5 6.2 | 18.8 6.2 | 100.0
DeSoto « « « « .+ .| 13.8 | 27.6 6.9 | 17.2 | 13.8 | 13.8 6.9 { 100.0
Red River . . . . . e o o | R3.1 15.4 | 15.4 | 38.4 7.7 | 100.0
Study Area . . [ 16.7 | 20.6 | 14.3 | 11.9 | 1.7 | 15.9 7,9> 100.0

21968 Uniform

Church Letters.
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CHAPTER IIT

POPULATION DATA
The most obvious factor about the population of West Central Louisiana
is the changes that have ocourred in the past twenty years. All of the

changes have not been recorded and thus they cannot be displsyed in this

report. The most recent census was made in 1960 and before that in 1950.

Obviously, these figures afe dated and somewhat inadequate, but they are
the most reliable data that are available. Some recent studies of the popu-
lation of the area have been made by the School of Business Administration |

at Louisisna Tech.

Numerical Population

Table 27 shows the numerical population of the four parishes, the
study area, and the gtate for 1950, 1966 and 1967. Also reflected on this
table is the percentage change from 1950 to 1960 and from 1960 to 1967.
Notice that during the 1950's the total area'lost 7.4% of its populaﬁion.
The heaviest losses were in Red River Parish where the net loss was 17.6%,
and Sabine Parish with a 11.1% loss.

Population changés during the first two-thirds of the 1960's were
drastically different because there was an increase of 5.7%. The largest
percentage increase occurred in Sabine Parish, followed by Natchitoches,
which made the largest numerical gain of slightly over 2,600 persons. Red

River was the only parish that hed & loss of population between 1960 and

1967.

34
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The state trend in population change was an increase during both time

periods. There was a 21.6% increase in the 1950's and 12.7% in the 1960's.

TABLE 27

NUMERICAL POPULATION AND PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN WCL BY PARISHES,
19508, 19602, ACTUAL AND,1967 STIMATED:

R ) R R Percentage | = Percehtage
Parish | 1950 ‘1960 Change . 1967 Change
DeSOto « + v « v . .|  24,398| 24,248 0.6 24,621 1.5
Natchitoches . . & . | ~ 38,144| 35,653 |  -6.5 38,274 | T4
Red River . . . . . 12,113 9,978 -17.6 9,732 -2.5
Sebine . v s .+ 4 . . 20,880 18,564 | - =11.1 120,824 | 12.2
Study Area Total | 95,535| 88,443 7.4 93,451 | 5.7
State . . . . . |2,677,370|3,257,000 | = 21.6 3,670,000 12.7

8Burean of the Census;v

,bForrest H. Pollard, "Estimates of the Population of Louisiana Parishes
July 1, 1966 and 1967," The Louisiana Economy, December, 1968, pp. 5-7.

Negro Population-
On Table 28 is reflected the number and percentage of the population

that are white and nonwhite. These figures are based on the 1960 census
and indicate there is a considerable portion of the populatién in the four
‘parishes that is nonwhite. Note that the entire study area in 1960 was
43.7% nonwhite while the state of Louisiana was 32.3% and thevUnited:States
was. only 11.4%; The greatest number of nonwhites is in Natchitoches Parish
(15,545) ‘and the highest percentage is in the DeSoto Parish (6705%). The
lowest number and percéntage are in Sabine Parish wheré 23.8% of the people
are nonwhite. It is interesting to note that in 1960 there were slightly
less than 50,000 white persons in the study area, and as was seen in

Chapter I there is an abundant number of Baptist churches in the area which

R;m sier .




36

seek to minister to this group. No figures were available on the number
- of National Baptist churches and therefore no comparison can be made as to

the number of churches that minister to the Negro population.

TABLE 28

- NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION, WHITE AND NONWHITE IN WOL
BY PARISHES, 1960

>

] White Non—white
. 1960 Population Population

) Parish Population ——

‘ Number | Percent Number |Percent
DeSoto . v « o o o .| 24,248 10,294 42.5 13,954 | 57.5
Natchitoches . . . .| 35,653 20,108 56.4 15,545 | 43.6
Red River . . . . . 9,978 5,246 52.6 4,732 474
Sabine . . . . . . .| 18,564 14,153 76.2 4yd11 | 23.8

i Study Area Total| 88,443 49,801 56.3 38,642 | 43.7
State . . . . . . .|3,226,465 2,183,286 67.7 1,043,179 | 32.3

E 1170 F . . . .| 88,6 c .l 1144

21960 Census.

Age of White Population

The following table.(Table 29) reflects the white population of the
parishes in West Central Louisiana by age. This table was developed in
order to compare the population of the area in age groubs with the enrol-
ment in the Sunday School. The largest number of persons in the population,

as would be expected, are in the older group of thirty-five years and up,

= | with the 17-2 age group following. These age groupings are not com-

patible with each other but simply reflect the numericel population in

¢
| S S

each age group in 1960.
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TABLE 29
WHITE POPULATION IN WCL BY AGE GROUPS, 1960%
» Ages by Years
Parish : ' Total
h 1-3 4=5 6-8 9-12 13-16 | 17-24 25-34 | 35-Up
Sabine o o v o o o s o 1,084 su7 | 897 | 1,258 | 1,315 | 1,332 | 1,173 | 6,605 | 14,181
DESOLO « o v v ve v ee o 0 o | 725 399 | 580 | 807 UL | 859 | 1,038 | 5,142 | 10,294
~ Natchitoches « o v o o o « » o | 15440 77| 1,107 | 1,588 | 1,587 | 3,450 | 1,940 | 8,223 | 20,082
@ Red RIVT . « v v o o v o« o | 362 211 285 | 423 | 417 | 403 | 474 | 2,657 | 5,232
13,581 | 1,904 | 2,869 | 4,076 | 4,063 | 6,044 22,627 | 49,789

81960 Census.

4,625
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Table 30 is based on Table 29 and reflects the per¢éntage of the
population in each parish for each age group. Natchitoches Parish stands
oﬁt significantly in the'17—24 age gfoup, probably due to the College, but
there is also a corresponding low in the 35 and up age group. All of the
other parisheg seem to have about the same percentage in each age group
with some small variances. Table 31 is the percentage of the Sunday
School enroiment in eéach agé group. In each age group from four years of
aée through sixteen and in the 25-34‘year ége group the percentage in the
Sunday School is larger than the population, while in the others it is
smaller. This suggests to us that in the age groups where the percentage
in Sunday School is larger than the population that the Sunday School is
slightly out of‘line with the population. Ideally there should be a
gimilarity between the percentage of‘the population in each ‘age group and
the percentage of the enrolment in Sunday School in each age group. Note
that in the age group =5 that élmost twice as many children on a per-
centagé basis were in the Sunday Schools as were in the population. It is
of further significance to note the similarity between West Central
Loﬁisiana Sunday Schools and the Southern Baptist Convention Sunday
Schoois on Table 31. There is a great deal of similarity in each age group
which would suggest that the district is not out of line with the Southern

Baptist Convention as a whole.
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TABLE 30

PERCENTAGE OF WHITE POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS IN WCL BY PARISHES, 1960a

' o : - : ~ Ages by Years v _
Parish - . : - Total
: ' : -3 | 4=5 6-8 - 9-12 1 13-16 17-24 | 25-34 35-Up
Sabine . . . . ... ... | T4 | 3.9 | 6.3 8.9 | o. 9.4 | 8.3 46.6|  100.0
DeSoto = v v v o v o . oo | 7.0 | 3.9 5.6 7.8 7.2 8.3~ [10.1 50.0 100.0
Natchitoches + « o o o o o | 7.2 3.7 5.5 7.9 7.9 17.2 9.7 40.9 100.0
" Red River .. .. ... . | 6.9 | 4.0 5.4 8.1 8.0 7.7 9.1 50.8 100.0
21960 Census
TABLE 31

PERCENTAGE OF SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLMENT BY AGE GROUPS IN WCL AND SBC, 1960, 1967, 19682

Ages by Years
: Total
123 | 45 | 68 | 9-12 | 13-16 | 17-24 |25-34 | 35-Up
WCL, 1960 « » o « v o o v o] 4.3 | 80 | 9.2 | 13.7 | 12.3 | 10.4 | 10.1 | 31.8| 100.0
WCL, 1968 « v v v v v v v . 5.2 | 6.4 | 9.9 | 13.7 | 13 | 128 | 10.7 | 28.9| 100.0
SBC, 1967 « « o v v v v . .| 65 | 7.0 10.6 | 14.8 | 12.7 | 11.5 | 10.8 | 26.1| 100.0

%associational Minutesrand,SBCFAnnUal.
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Rural and Urban Population
The next table (Table 32) reflects the urban and rural population of

West Central Louisiana. In the top portion of-the table is the 1950 popu-
lation with the number and percentage in each parish that was urban and
that which was rural. The study area as a whole in 1960 was largely rural
when 85% of the population resided in the rural areas, while the state was
only 45.2% rural, This changed drastically over the next ten years and by
the 1960 census 6nly 74.+1% of the population was rural in the study area.
The state meanwhile had dropped fo 36.7%. In 1950 two of the parishes,
Egd River and Sabine, were 100% rural but in 1960 only Red River was

100% rurai. There was a corresponding change in the amount of population
thét became urban in the other three parishes’as‘well. Part of the ex-
planation for this change in the rural-urban makeup of the populsation is
in the definition of rural in the 1950 and 1960 censuses. It must be
remembered however, that there has alsb been a large outmigration of the .

rural population since 1950.




* NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION. URBAN.AND RURAL IN WCL

41

TABLE 32 .

BY PARISHES, 1950 AND 1960%

)

1950
S Urben YU paral
Parish Population [~ S T R
’ Number Pei'centage Number |Percentage
DeSoto, . .\ . . ... | 398 | 44k | 182 |19,958 | 818
Natchitoches: + » » + » | 38,044 | 9,914 | 26.0 [28,230 | 7.0
Red RIVEr « o o o o o « | 12,113 . s . . 12,113 | 100.0
Sabiné. RS .‘ e s e o. 20’880 o e . e 20,880 100.0
Study Area Total. . | 95,535 14,354 15.0 |81,181 | 85.0
Sta-te ‘o‘ ° ‘o o‘o e e o o e © o o 5408 | o e 45.2
1960
DeSOtO. '« v o e e o R4s248 | 5,839 | 24«1 | 18,409 | 75.9
Natchitoches. « « « + . 35,653 13,924, 39.1 21,729 |  60.9
RedRi‘VeI‘ o & o o & o o 9,978 o e s 8 ' 9,978 100.0
Sabine. + o o o v o o 18, 56, 3,164 17.0 15,400 83.0
Study Area Total. . 88,443 22,927 25.9 65,516 Tye
Sta'te e o o ® o © © & o e e e o 6303 s e 3607

81950 and 1960 Census.




CHAPTER IV
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

It will be apparent in*this chapter that there are not many data
available on the study area regarding the social and ecbnomié pharacteristics°
There are some factors aﬁailable and some generalizations can be made about
the area that ﬁill serve to.review current conditioné. The information on
the nonwhite populatioh'was included in Chapter IIT with other population
data. Thiébchapter will deal with family incomes, working women, age,
education, opportunities in new ministries, and general observations about

the economy of the area.

Pamily Incomés
On Table 33 are the data regarding femily incomes in the’stuﬂy area

.and the parishes. These data are somewhat dated because they are based on
the 1960 Census. Tt is likely that the situstion has not changed drastically,
but pérhaps some changes have occurred due to increases in fhe ecohomy and
inflation. |

Note that the medisn family incomes in all four parishes are less
than the poverty level, $3,000. The highest being the $2,816 income in
in Ssbine Parish, and the lowest $2,034 in Red River. The state and
national median family iﬁcomes are considerably more than those of the parishes
in the study area. The Significance of the median is that this is the ﬁid—
point of all family ihcomes, This is not the average, but the exact mid-
point at which half of the families receive more than this figure and half

42
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less. The second part of the table reflects the two extremes in family
incomes. These data reveai the percentage of famiiies.who earn less than
$3,000 and those who receive more than $10,000 sxnuslly. These factors
can give some indication of the general condition of the economy which

will greatly affect the churches.

L TABLE 33

FAMILY INCOMES IN WCL BY PARISHES 1960a »

Lt : . Percentgge»
Parish | ‘Median | | $10,000
‘ e ' Family Under ‘end -
Income | $3,000 | Over
DeSOto [ ] L] ® e ] L] L] L ] L ] L] L] L. [ ] 2’680 54.6 4—. 1
Nat‘ChltOCheS e 6 o ¢ o 8 o o o o 2,382 ’ 60.1 ’ 5.0 »
Red Rlvero e ©® 06 6 o © © e e o o 2,034 65!0 203
: Sablne [ ] L] L] e o B 9 L o o -] -] . L] ) 2’816 5391 5°3
State s 8 o @ © 0o 6 0 0o ¢ o o o 4,272 3506 909
U.S. L] o L ] L] L ] ] o L] L] » ° L] L] 5’660 21.4 15.1

81960 Census

Women in Emplovment

One of the 1ncrea51ng problems whlch the churches of the nation face

-1s the employment of wonen whlch takes them out of the home, and in many
cases out of the organlzatlons and 11fe of the local churches. Table 34
glves the percentage of the women in each parish fourteen years and older
who were in the 1abor force in 1960.; The highest is in Natchitoches and
DeSoto, but both of these are less than the state flgure and con51derably
less than the U.S. f;gureu _Doubtless thlsrhaeblncreased in the past eight
years and now a 1arger percentage of)the wonmen are employed;

| _ The other portion of Table 34 reflects the percentage of the women

whose hueband is present in the home but she still works. In two of the

oy

oy
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parishes, Natchitoches and DeSoto, more than one out of four married women

work outside the home.

This Approximates the state and national average,

but the other two parishes are lower with approximately one out of five

married women employed. Obviously, this presents a challenge to the churches

in programming activities and in attempting to minister to these families.

There are many children in these families to whom the churches can relate

and minister in menifold ways, but it will take considerable initiative to

accomplish this.

PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN

TABLE 34

IN LABOR FORCE IN WCL BY PARISHES, 19602

Female
Parish 14 Years and Married With
Over in Husband Present
Labor In Labor
Force Force
DeSotoe « o o o 0 ¢ o 0 o o 25.4, 27.8
Natchitochese o« o o o o o & 26.0 274
Red River « o« o o o o o o o 21.6 21.4
SabifNee ¢ o o o« o o o o o o 20.9 20.7
Study Area:
State « o ¢« o o o o o 29.8 27.3
UeSe o 6 6 0 2 6 o @ 34.5 30.7

81960 Census

Age and Education

On Table 35 are some factors regardingAage and education in the

parishes of the study area. The median age in three of the parishes is

higher than the state, but all of them are lower than the national median.

This indicates a fairly young population, and this would be contrary to what

normally happens in an area that is fairly stable in its population. The

normal pattern would be for the_population to grow older and then as deaths
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began to outnumber births the population would decrease. Apparently
the:influence of Northwestern Louisiana College is markedly pronounced

in keeping the median age fairly low..

TABLE 35
'SOME FACTORS REGARDING AGE AND EDUCATION IN WCL BY PARTSHES, 19602

Percent | Median school

Parish Median 65 years years completed
age and over | 25 years and older

DeSO'bO. o o s o e 26.4 1293 705 |
Natchitoches., . « | 23.3 10.1 Ted
Red River « « o o | 26.8 11.5 7.0
Sabine. -l .9 o o 28.2 ) 11'918 8.0
S.tate, o o e 0.0 o 25.3 7.4— 8.8 .
UoSo - o e e e O 29-5 9.0 10¢6

v3196Q Ceﬁsus

The study‘area does have a high percéntage of its population that is
65 years and older. All of the parishes ére'higher than the national average
of 9.0% and the state avérage of 7.4%. The highest percentage is in DeSoto,
followed closely by Sebine and Red River. When these two data are compared
it would seem to indicate that theré is a grouping of the pbpﬁlation at
the two extfemes, the older citizéns and the relatively young.

Tﬁe’msdian school years completed by those 25 years of age and older is
well below the national average of 10,6 years and slightly below the state
aversge. Three of the parishes are grouped tégether at 7.0 to 7.5, and Sabine
stands out at 8.0. The area, like so many others, seems unable to retain a

very large percentage of those who attend or graduate from Northwestern.

Economy

The économy of the study area is characterized by meny things, but

£
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perhaps the most descriptive words are stable and sound. The land plays
a most significant role in that so much of the economy is "out-of-doors.t
There was neither space nor time to develop a thorough profile of the
economy and employment.of the area in this report, but some generalitieé
will prove helpfvl.

In general,agriculturesvliVestock, and woodlands are the big three,
but industry, education and merchandizing follow closely. Since specific
figures are not available here, the report does not seek to point out the
number of people involved, the amount of mohey invested, or thé returns
that these various segments of the economy make. |

In the area of agriculture cotton is the big caéh crop, with grains,
pecans, soy%eans, and truck crops following though not necesSarily in that
order. Hay is expected to become more of a cash crop in the area as the
livestock industry increases. ‘It is apparent, however, that the whole
spectrum of agriculture is undergoing change. Mechanization, méthods, and
corporation farms are causing more people to ceaée farming as a livelihood.
On the other hand, livestock is increasing as a part of économy. Perhaps
there are many reasons for this, but the availability of land and the
relatively small capital improvement needed are significant contributions
to this.,

Woodlands and wood products in the aréa have made a tremendous
change in the past decade. The area hasilong been noted for its sawmills
and lumber production, but now many other wood products have eﬁtered the
area., This is particularly true of the plywood plants and pulpwood Te-
ceiving stations thal have been developed. The trend of the past decade
will likely continue in the immediate future. There are, of course, many

phases of this industry, from planting, to maintenance of the forests, to
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harvesting, to the ultimate output of a product. Thus it becomes a
many faceted part ofvthe_econqmy and makee a far 1arger_contribution than
many persons are aware.

The contributions of‘education and merchandizing_are readily
recognizeble in each community,-but more‘especielly education's place
in the economy is noted in Northwestern State in Natchitoches, Industry
on. the other hand is not so prevalent as to be. 1nstantly a recognlzable part
of-the economy.v There are several large 1ndustr1es in the study area, but
they are somewhat unique and there is no particular product that is asso-
01ated with the area other than wood.

One of the industries that looks partlcularly brlght for the future
is recreatlon._ This is not new to this area because there have been lakes,
national forests, game refuges, and tourist attractions in the form of
Hodges Gardens and Mansfield Battle Park for a long time. The future of
this industry in the area, however, is_eveh-more pronouncedkthan in the
past.v Toledo Bend Reservoir is well known, bﬁt_some‘of the implications
that it has for the churches of the area may not be so recognizable. This

182,000 acre reservoir will offer many things to the public not the least of

which is a chance to "get away from ;t all." Tt will be a playground, tourist

attraction, sportsman's paradise, and industry generator. All of these will
inean something to the churches, but perhaps the one most significant will be
the opportunity, challenge and responsibility of ministering to people who
ere at leieure. In the context of being at 1eisure, many of the people will
be more respohsite to spiritual things and will be mpre open, and have more
time to listen to "the voice of God.“

It is not known at this time how many people will be involved in the
activities centered around the lake, but due to its location with reference

to several large population centers it should be significantly large. A

AR
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similar reservoir in deoggia has as many as 50,000 to 80,000 persons
on it during the average summer week-end. These, for the most part, are
people who are not ordinarily engaged. in church activities at any time.

In Figure 3 is a map of the reservoir after it is filled to
capacity. This map gives the readef an impression of how large a project
this is and which parts of the study area it will affect. It is felt
that most of the towms listed on this map wiil feel some effect economically,

socially and religiously in the months shead.




49

@
LOGANSPORT _MANSFIEL_D

¢
: . © " PELICAN
BENSON o] &
9 .
4 ®

. MITCHELL PLEASANT HILL
® &
&
i CONVERsE
. '
&
NoBLE
ww

°4

G280

® woLLe ”

P

HornsEck

ANAcOCO

LEESVILLE

Fig. 3.--Map of Toledo Bend Reservoir in West Central Louisiana

ot

B

Cal



CHAPTER V
USING AVAILABLE CHURCH AND PUBLIC DATA

It is not the purpose of this report to gather, analyze and publish
all of the data that are available within the study area. The report
primarily utilized that data which applied to the whole but numerous
other data are available vhich focus oh small areas that, though not -
épplicable to the whole, can be of inestimable Value for local church
énd association planning. Therefore, it was felt by the author that some
techniques and prqcedures,for doing further research should be included.
These are not dgsigned_to be exhaustive, but rather to:be a broad outline

within which the churches could work,

Types of General Qatagﬁoqueed in Towns and Cities

Population Figures

How -many peppie are there in your area of ministry? Is the popu-
lation increasing or declining? Is the population expected to inrease
in the future? Use the 1960 Population Documents either available at the
local plamners, County Agents, Chamber of Commerce or county (city)

library.

Economic Data

How many persons receive some type of public assistance checks?

‘How serious is the unemployment in the area? Do the Yhard-core" poverty

families live in any particular area (across the tracks) or are they

50
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scattered? What is being done to retrain workers? Are such programs
being used by the local people who need it? Is there some way church

leaders can help by encouraging participation in these programs?

Social Data

| Are there persons_in,mv;area_who cannotlreadﬁ;.ﬂow;many? Where
do they live? Are there local pfogfams to train them? Can the church
help?‘*Afektheré deaf or otherise handicapped persons in our area o
neéd‘special ministries? Are éerVicés pfbVided for them, if so, what?
How are the economically destitute being clothed, trﬁnspor%éd, and attend-
ed to mediéaily?"Are'theré’coufses‘offeréd in personal  hygiene, child
cére, prenatal.care, and so on? What local efforts are being made to pre-
vent héalth‘hazardé like open sewerage, exposed trash, garbage heaps and
water pollution? How severe is the high school drop-out rate? Are there
serices_tye church can render to ehcoﬁrage.yDUih'to complété school? What
programs are available to care for infahtéiof working mbthers? Are there

kindergartens available for pre-school children?

Physical Data

. Are certain lands designated for industrial development? Are the
residential areas zoned to protect the areas from industrial noise and
’pqllution and from, commercial intervention? Are there laws whiéh‘goverh in-
dustrial waste disposal? Are there areas where the soil will not absorb
septic (sewerége) run-off? Are there areas where flooding endangers homes?
Are there other physical factors such as company owned or Federal lands
" which will not be subdivided for further residential expansion? Are there
plans for widening, surfacing or construgting new thoroughfares which will

affect travel patterns? Are the churches included in community planning?

Eom AR




52

Are there specific plans for the Recreational Areas? Can the churches

adequately minister to the people who will be at leisure under these plans?

Cemmunity_Data

Are there plens for renovating sections of the central business
district? Are there plans for additional shopping areas? Are there plans
for a new school or improving existing facilities? Are there adequate park
facilities available, notAcrowded and located where children have safe access

to them?

Types of General Data you Need in Rural Areas

Population Figures

How many people are there in your area of ministry? Is the population

increasing or decreasing? Will there be growth in the future, if so, where?

EconomieLData

} How many persons receive some Type of public assistanqe checks? - How
seridus is the unemployment-in the area? Do the "hard-core" poverty families
live in any particular area (across the tracks)? What ié.being done to re-
train workers? Are such programs being used by the local people who need
it? Is there some way church leaders cen help by encouraging participation

in these programs?

Social Data

Are there persons in my area who cannot read? How many?.;Where do
they live? Are there local programs to train them? Can the church help?
Are there deaf or otherwise handicapped persons in our area who need special
ministries? Are services provided for them, if so, what? How are the

economically destitute being clothed, transported, and attended to medically?




53
Aré there courses offered in personal hygiene, child care, prefnatal~care,
and‘so on? What local effbrts are béing'madg to prevent health hazands like
open sewerage, éxposed trash, garbage'heaps and water polution conditions?
How severe a high school dropéout rate exists? Arevthéré séfViééé the“
church can render to encourage youth to’cpmplete'sdhool? What prégrams are
aveilable to rehabilitate school drop-outs? Are programs'évéiiaﬁié to care

for infants of working mothers?

Physical Data

Are there laws which govern industrial waste disposal? Are there
developments being planned such as reservoirs or recreation areas which will
affect travel patterns of the community? How will the churches £it into

these plans?

Community Data

Does the community'have any clubs or associations which'deter“community

improvement? Are there plans for a new'school‘or improvement O£ existing
facilities? Are there church groups in neighboring villages and towms with

‘whom this church should cobperate in area projects?

»lThe Use of Association Minutes in Studv of Local Field(ﬁ)

Membership Data

The most important figures are the resident members. Use total figures
to observe the change in numbér of non-resident members and plqt these
figures for the last ten years on graph paper. Observe the direction of

gain or loss. Are the ups-and-downs related to change of paStors, change in

jobs (lay-offs or new jobs) or internal church attitudes?

"Evangelism" Data

The results of evangelistic activities can be observed by the number

vy
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of persons received by baptism and letter., Plot these data and observe

the changes in the trends as outlined above,

Qrganization Data

The'enrolment figures of the various organizations are valuable but

the average attendance reported through the church 1etters{to the association
Examination of the age grouping is also significant and

are more useful.,
the number enrolled in each age group can be plotted to observe the chang-

ing age structure of the organizations.

Financial Data

Numerous categories of these data are available for profitable study;
total receipts, total mission gifts, cooperative program gifts, etc. A.very
useful technique is to convert the totals intp per capita figures, This is
done by dividing the amounts by the number'of resident members (of average
Sunday School attendance). These data show'what the "average" number (or‘ 

attender) gives. Another method of analysis is to observe what portion of

the receipts are used for particular causes. For example, ten years ago the
pastor's salary might have required 40.0% of the total church income whereas
it now represents only 25.0%, These data are calculated by dividing the

pastor's salary by the total church receipts. The plotting of these data

on graph paper, whether total figures, per capita ratios, or percentages, is

valuable in diagnosing the trends visually.
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CONCLUSION

The study area that this report is written about is an area that
has had Baptist influence since 1826. The depth of penetration by the
Baptists into the population, lives, culture, and society of this area
is obvious from this report. The fubture offers to be as challenging and
rewarding as the past if proper plans arelmade and techniqhes aré imple-
mented. The data in this repdrt reveal that there are now and will con-
tinue to be many opportunities to share the Gospel, minister to needs and
provide services in the towmns, villages and countryside of West Cenffal
Louisiana.

There needs to be some thought and planning given to the fact that
there are churches in the study area thatlare too small to functioh in
the most effective nanners, They can continue to operate as they have in
the pasﬁ for several'more.years, but not at.the level which they foﬁmér1y
functioned. Such considerations as population, disﬁance to the nearest
Baptist church, family ties, present facilities, and social connéctions
will need to be observed. In terms of distance it will be important to
remember that miles are not the major consideration, but rather travel
time will be an infinitely better measure of church and community in-
fluence. It is only 81 miles across the study érea nofth—south (Stonewall
to Hornbeck) and 72 miles east-west (Clafence to Logansport). It was
pointed out in the study that 60% of the churches in the area have a
pastorium, cemetery and brick building. This means that there are some

heavy investments and strong cultural ties in these churches and it will
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not be easy to re-evaluate the effectiveness of some of the churches that
are thusly involved. For the future, however, some reappraisal will mean
more effective ministries to all of‘the people, more funds available for
mission expenditures, both 1n the area and outs1de, and more effective
organizational life in the churches themselvese

There should be some reappraisal of pastor's salarles in the study
area. Th1s is true from the smallest to ‘the largest churches.v Pastoral
nleadership can hardly be effective when so many of the churches have low

salarles to offer and 1t becomes necessary to supplement family 1nc0mes

w1th a secular Job. This is not fair to the pastors, their calllng, or the

churohes. |

Careful obseryation should be made of the economy of the area
around each church. This affects, in so meny ways, the lives of members
and their attitudes toward many things including the churches. The new
Toledo Bend Reservoir will affect the area immeasureably in the next few
years with its recreational facilities and its ability to draw some in-
dustries. The 1mmed1ate opportunity will be in the minlsterlng to the
people who will come to use the reservoir's recreational fa0111t1es.

Chapter v offers the churches.of the area a technlque to make some
self—analysis that mill produce some‘facts for future planning. This
study, in itself, is onlyvthe initial step in planning and now the res-
ponsibility for.advancing the procedure will rest with the churchss,
associations, the study area, and any Baptist agency that these feel can

offer ass:Lstancen

S
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TABLE 36

TOTAL RECEIPTS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-1968 2

Year
Associgtion - _
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
Sabine « o o o o o s o 134,851 148,009 171,783 163,176 179,929 185,700
N. Ssbine. o o o o « of 112,050 107,671 117,433 119,564 137,367 138,515
DeSoto o o o o o o o of 231,664 252,987 265,562 271,015 286,745 289,870
Natchitoches « o « « o| 218,830 234,617 25/,,136 278,216 281,740 274,850
‘Red RiVers « o « o o o| 114,375 106,627 116,663 124,042 121,777 141,636
Total o « o o « o 811,770 849,911 925,577 956,013 1,007,558 1,030,571
Year
Associgtion
1964, 1965 1966 1967 1968
Sabine o o o o o o o of 214,364 223,273 225,771 231,347 254,5499
N. Sabine. ¢ o o o « o 153,919 168,010 141,061 176,887 162,00
DeSoto o o o o & o & o 280,941 297,121 320,651 268,090 3545774
Natchitoches « o o o« of 279,647 293,510 301,509 317,630 354,278
Red RiveTre. « o o o o o 143;913. 153,672 158,949 171,695 185,659
Total « o o o o o|1,072,784 | 1,135,586 | 1,147,941 | 1,165,649 | 1,311,610

& pnnual Mimites of Associations.
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TABLE 37

GIFTS TO COOPERATIVE PROGRAM IN' WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-1968a

Year
Association
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
Sabines » o o o o o 15,787 16,386 18,602 17,636 175484 19,267
No. Sabine « « « « o 13,066 12,5456 13,026 13,412 13,714 13,105
© DeSotos ¢ = .6 o e e 33,89 27,276 35,976 39,340 36,998 38,139
‘Natchitoches. o o o« « 15,412 19,751 20,74, 19,461 20,836 22,061
"Red River « o« o « o & 11,581 13,246 13,576 13,939 13,386 145189
Total « o o o o o | 89,742 89,115 101,924 103,788 102,418 106,761
Year
Associagtion .
1964, . 1965 1966 1967 1968
Sabinee » o o s o o o 19,174 20,103 20,956 20,556 21,126
N. Sabine - o o o o o 135454 12,612 14,806 14,635 14,070
DeSoto: o o o o o o o 41,975 39,036 38,920 39,570 42,046
Natchitoches . o . . Rh s 445 26,446 27,358 30,058 33,363
Red River o o o o « o 15,675 16,709 19,335 20,839 21,948
Total o o o o o o [1145723 114,906 121,375 125,658 132,553

& annual Minutes of Associations.
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TOTAL MISSION GIFTS IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-196g2

TABLE 38

Bied

o

. Year
Association : - —
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
SAbINE v v e s e ee ee e $ 13,735 | $ 23,259 | & 27,018 | $ 24,6717 | $ 18,719 W 27,790
No. Sabine o o« % ¢ « o o« o o 20,529 21,336 23,455 23,852 24,637 23,782
DeSOto o v a o o o o o o o @ 575492 59,672 56,543 59,896 62,713 63,187
Natchitoches « « « v « « « & 22,247 36,782 35,798 30,333 34,077 33,736
Red RiVEr v v v v v « o o & 21,115 21,383 27,579 23,428 24,212 22,342
Total + o o o o & . | 135,118 | 162,432 | 170,393 | 162,180 164,358 170,837
; . . Year
Association
: - 1964, 1965 1966 1967 1968
SABING .+ .« b o b b e e e -$ 27,859 $ 31,568 $ 32,069 $ 34,459 | $ 39,046
No. Sabine « « o o o o o o & 23,298 25,161 26,200 27,101 26,540
DESOtO v o o ¢ o o o o o o o 69,239 65,760 67,008 72,802 72,802
Natchitoches « « « o o o o & 40,706 40,600 47,922 54,341 56,646
Red River . « v v o o o ¢ & 25,249 28,661 30,163 38,083 40,930
Total o« o o o o o« o = 186,351 191,750 203,362 | 226,786 | 235,964

. %Annual Minutes of - Associations.
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TABLE- 39

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1959-1968%

Year
Association S ‘ ‘
1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 [ 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968
Sabine. « o ¢ o v oo ... | 383 197 | 27| 3| 197 2350 38| 35| 27| 301
Ne Sabine « o o o o o o o o 275 179 270 346 227 187 238 198 310 184
DeSot0e o « ¢ ¢ o s s o o o 408 423 397 456 363 418 469 355 357 571
Natchitochese o « o o o o & 689 596 562 722 | 635 503 553. | 1,258 463 651
Red River « o« =« o« o o o o @ | 235 115 234 253 247 147 280 243 227 122
Total o« o o o o o o o o | 1,990 | 1,510 | 1,710 | 2,091 | 1,669 | 1,490 | 1,678 | 25369 | 1,635 '1,829
Srable 8.
TABLE 40
_ LOSS RATE IN MEMBERSHIP IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1959-1968%
. . Year
Association e -
1959 | 1960 | 1961 1962 | 1963 1964 | 1965 1966 1967 1968
Sabinge o o « o o o o o o o 1o 3 7.6 9.2 | 11.6 7.6 8.9 5.1 1.1 9.9 10.8
N. Sabine ¢ o » s o o o o o 10.9 7.2 | 10.5 13.3 9.2 7.6 9.5 7.7 | 2.1 7.1
DeSotos o o ¢ o ¢ 5 o & o o 10.5 10.5 9.8 11.2 2.0 10.3 11.6 9.0 8.8 13.9
Natchitoches: « o o » o o o 16.2 | 13.8 | 12.4 | 15.8 14.2 | 11.3 12.3 27.6 12,1 16.6
Red BIVETr o o o o o s o o o 10.8 544 | 10,7 | 11.7 | 114 6.8 12.6 10,9 | 10.3 5.7
Total o o o o o o o a o 12.8 9.7 | 10.7 | 13.0 10.6 9.5 10.5 14.7 | 10.6 11.8

Srobles 8 and

39,
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TABLE 41
TOTAL ADDITIONS IN WCL BY ASSOCTATIONS, 1958-1968%
‘ Year
Association —r — - — - - . ‘
B 11958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968
Sabine + « .+ » o . . | 224 | 306 | 280 | 282 | 203 | 231 322 260 6 | 277 | 3
N. Sabine: « « o « « | 225 253 252 209 | 207 | 235 226 300 196 331 201
DeSoto o s o o o & o | 506 55/, 140 L2 388 | 392 424, 374 454, 415 469
‘Natchitoches « « o . | 724 755 812 615 597 616 569 599 538 540 683
Red River. . » « .« . | 156 205 150 215 267 229 214 292 217 167 244,
Total. . . o . . [1,835 |2,073 (1,934 [1,835 [1,662 [1,703 [1,755 1,825 |1,6m |1,730 |1,941
aAnnual, Minutes: of Associations.
o .
TARLE 42
) __AVERAGE SIZE CHURGH IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-1968% _
v Year
Association - —— : —
' 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968
Sabine « o« o« o« o | 103 100 103 104 100 | 101 105 109 107 107 109
N. Sabine. « « + » . | 101 100 103 100 91 91 93 95 . 95 100 | 100
DeSoto « o o o o o o 139 144 | 145 146 143 140 140 136 140 142 138
Natchitoches. « o « 133 135 142 143 139 139 141 142 120 122 123
Red River. « o « « o | 167 | 165 168 166 167 166 171 172 170 165 175
Total « o « o o | 125 | 126 | 129 129 125 124, 126 127 122 | 123 124,

“Tables 1 and 8.




TABLE .43

JE]

SUNDAY. SCHOCL ENROLMENT IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-1968a

Year
Association :
1958 1959 1960 | 1961 1962 | 1963 1964, 1965 1966 | 1967 1968

Sabines o o o o o o o 12,219 | 2,204 | 2,228 | 2,327 | 2,258 | 2,234 | 2,083 | 2,272 | 2,285 | 2,2 2,237
N. Sabine o « » « o & 2,312 | 2,363 | 2,313 | 2,238 | 2,248 | 2,218 | 2.297 | 2,149 | 20151 2§1§4§ 1,992
DeSO'b?e e © © © o e o 39646 39706 3’760 39908 3’902 3’793 39733 39779 3;626 3y531 33389
Natchitoches. « . . . 3,624 | 3,686 | 3,735 | 3,772 | 3,607 | 3,583 | 3,376 | 3,330 | 3,219 | 3,045 | 3,196
Red River . . . . - . 1,782 | 1,743 | 1,692 | 1,749 | 1,839 | 1,858 | 1,775 | 1,791 | 1,673 | 1,653 | 1,569

Total o ¢ o o o o 13,583 13,701 113,728 113,994 [13,854 13,686 |13,264 |13,321 12,954 [12,558 12;383

aAnnual Minutes of Associations. )
TABLE 44
. _ _ TRATNING UNION ENROLMENT IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-1968%
Year
Association -
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 | 1965 1966 1967 1968

Sabinee o o o« 4 o o 1,341 | 1,256 | 1,245 | 1,455 | 1,229 | 1,075 | 1,058 | 1,040 | 1,036 | 1,001 | 1,113
N, Sabine o o o ¢ o o 15,311 | 1,290 | 1,208 | 1,165 | 1,176 | 1,218 | 1,165 993 954, 923 782
DeSotos o o o ¢ o o o 15478 | 1,610 | 1,430 | 1,718 | 1,671 | 1,572 | 1,657 | 1,477 | 1,472 | 1,508 | 1,474
Natchitoches. = « « 1,922 | 1,897 | 2,036 | 2,159 | 1,912 | 1,917 | 1,818 | 1,625 | 1,489 | 1,401 | 1,343
Red River « » o o o o 904 911 811 918 872 936 923 862 823 859 | -~ 930

Total « o o o o o 6,956 | 6,964 7,415 | 6,860 | 5,782 | 6,621 | 5,997 | 5,774 | 5,692 | 5,642

6,730

aAnnual Minubes of Associations.
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TABLE 45
W.M.U. ENROLMENT (INCLUDING ORGANIZATIONS) IN WCL BY ASSOCTATIONS, 1958-1968%
Agssociation _ - I Tear
1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968

Sabine o e o 0 e 42 57 | 467 506 296.' , 346 370 | 392 | 325 311 286
N. Sabine. « o o | 452 | 439 | 476 384 318 | 275 172 235 261 228 284,
DeSOto w & o o o 834 | 891 801 79/, 848. | 727 700 670 667 601 | 525
Natchitoches . . 663 | 745 | 782 786 | 730 | 669 693 709 692 668 614
Red River. . . . 334 | 416 £10 1 376 471 | 431 LA5 | Ldd 409 361 387

Tptal e aw '372?725. '2,94sf 2,936 1 2,846 ,2,663 ,2;448 2,380 | 2,450 |.2,354. [2,169 | 2,096

: aAnnual Miﬁutes of Associations.
o : ,
TABLE 46
* BROTHERHOOD ENROLMENT IN WCL BY ASSOCIATIONS, 1958-1968
Assbciation , . Year : -
1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 :

Sabine . « o o . 211 141 | 147 140, 80 80 691 1 55 81 28
N. Sabine. « o » 144 319 165 | 157 139 | 31 57 58 60 188 | 198
DeSOtO o o o o 399 | 298| 223 | 280 | 314 | 208 | 311| =260 | 247 | 219 | 185
Natchitoches o . 303 257 354 341 299 250 220 | 199 | 145 123 77
Red River. o o« o 218 185 157 138 170 | 170 158 - 88 113 99 80

Total .. . |1,275 |1,200 | 1,046 | 1,056 | 1,002 | 829 | 815|. 684 | €20 | 710 | 648

(=1 - - . .
Annuai Minutes of Associations.
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