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Seventy percent of Southern Baptists are in churches that have more than 400 members. While
relatively fewer in number, larger churches have a major impact on the Convention. They account
for a significant portion of the Convention’s membership, annual baptisms, program enrollments and
financial resources.

This report uses eight different church-size categories to examine the contribution of different sizes
of churches to the overall Southern Baptist Convention. These classifications are based on total
membership as reported on the 1997 Annual Church Profile (ACP).2 Examined in this report are
number of churches, membership, attendance, baptisms, and various financial variables. The primary
information in this report is communicated in graphical form. Each of the following pages begins
with a graph and each graph is followed by a brief commentary.

* The official count of churches in the Southern Baptist Convention for 1997 is 40,887 churches. Total membership data
is reported for 36,905 churches. The 1997 data used in this document are based on the Annual Church Profile reports for
these 36,905 churches.





































































