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PREFACE

"The melting pot is a fiction."1 The ethnonational movements within Europe became 
America’s invisible ethnics.

1 Joseph A. Ryan, White Ethnics. Englewood cliffs, NJ.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1973, p. 6.

2 Ibid., p. 164.

America’s Europeans are the descendants of the poor, huddled masses who came as 
immigrants seeking new lives. "In America, every group is a minority."1 2 America’s 
openness to different cultures, different lifestyles, and even more important, the acceptance, 
over time, through interaction of cultures, customs, and language variances of the invisible 
ethnics-America’s Europeans-provides channels for sharing the gospel.

The Europeans edition of The American Mosaic Series has been prepared as an effort 
to help Southern Baptists understand America’s global mission field. The contents were 
contributed by David Terry, Ron Meron, Mario Acacia, Ignatius Meimaris, Lisa Taylor, 
Thomas Wright, and myself. Merry Purvis and Diane Streefkerk prepared the manuscript; 
Janice Trusty was the editor.

It is our hope that The American Mosaic Series: Europeans will help Southern Baptists 
catch a vision and be challenged to use culture and language as vehicles to communicate 
the gospel to this, the most neglected in missionary and evangelist endeavors.

These people continually impact the America of the future.

Oscar I. Romo, Director
Language Church Extension Division 

Home Mission Board, SBC
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EUROPEANS IN AMERICA

"The majority of Americans are descendants of people who came from across the 
seas, hoping for freer lives or for the chance to grow rich with the bounty of this land."1

"Fifteen thousand years ago glaciers that covered much of Europe began to retreat 
northward, leaving in their wake a raw, soggy landscape of lakes, plains, and broad rivers."2 
The Roman poet Lucretius imagined, "For many centuries men led their lives like roving 
animals, steered the curved plowshare, no one understood/planting or pruning. What the 
rain and sun and earth supplied them."3

Cultivation of the Balkan Peninsula began in the seventh millennium B.C. As people 
traveled the Danube River and its tributaries, an important means of travel in Central 
Europe, they shared agricultural techniques. Obsidian traders and fishermen moved 
westward along the Mediterranean. Other techniques reached the British Isles about 4000 
B.C. Between 3500 and 1500 B.C., the stone rings of the British Isles and the alignments in 
France were erected. By the third millennium B.C., metallurgy had spread across the 
continent. Trade routes had developed. Fortified villages, such as those in the Carpathian 
Mountains, were typical of European settlements.

The continent of Europe continued to undergo dramatic changes. The Celtic tribes 
adopted metal tools and weapons. These tribes never achieved political unity, yet religion 
and language linked them. The Huns of North Asia pushed the Ostrogoths and the Vandals 
west and the Rhine frontier collapsed. "In less than a century, the Roman Empire splintered 
into a kaleidoscope of tribal kingdoms."4

The Celts, who were terrifying in appearance and had harsh voices, belonged to an 
aristocratic society. The Celtic confederation was linked by common religion, language, and 
culture. The newly Christianized Celts of Ireland and Western Britain recorded Greek, 
Latin, religious texts, as well as ancient Celtic law and lore.

"Europeans in America" is a brief overview of when and why Europeans came to 
America. The overview is presented in four sections: Western, Northern, Eastern and 
Southern Europeans. Although Europeans are considered an invisible ethnic group, they 
continue to adherent to their cultures. Although many speak English, a significant number 
continues to use their native languages in family and social gatherings.
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WESTERN EUROPEAN

Europeans from several countries fled to the United States. "The hope for economic 
betterment remained the primary motivation of most emigrants. Some people were also 
fleeing religious or political persecution or military conscription."5

English

The English, Scots, and Welsh migrated to America from Great Britain. Their largest 
migration came after 1628 in four great waves. The Puritans settled in the Massachusetts 
Bay between 1629 and 1640. The royalist elite and their servants migrated to Virginia 
between 1640 and 1675. The third wave was the Friends-Quakers-from England and Wales 
to the Delaware Valley between 1675and 1725. The fourth group from the borderlands of 
Northern Britain arid Ireland settled in the Appalachian Mountains of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia between 1717-1775. Some of these later migrated as 
far as Arkansas.

The Scuts, having migrated to Canada, came to the United States and settled in in 
northern states from Vermont to Idaho, and in Oregon, Washington, and California. The 
Welsh began their migration in the 1680s, settling north and west of Philadelphia. Welsh 
farm settlements included colonies in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and Washington. By the 
early twentieth century, people of Welsh ancestry were in Los Angeles, Calif.

German

Pennsylvania was the center of German settlements and culture in the eighteenth 
century. The Pennsylvania Dutch-Pennsylvania Deutsche or German-kept to themselves. 
They maintained their German folk art, songs, foods, culture, and language. They migrated 
gradually to the farmlands of the Appalachian Mountains and the Shenandoah Valley in 
Virginia. Others moved to the fertile areas of South Carolina.

Nineteenth-century German immigration funneled through New York with many 
arriving in Baltimore, Md. Others entered through New Orleans, La., and began moving 
westward.

Places where strong German ancestry exists today is often where colonies were 
planned. In the mid-1970s, properties 50 miles along the Mississippi River, around Cape 
Girardeau and Southeastern Missouri, were owned by the descendants of German families 
who developed the area. Germans settled large areas in Indiana, Minnesota, Illinois, and 
in the Great Plains. Most of these Germans came from Southeastern Europe (Austria, 
Transylvania, and the Banat areas).

The large German communities in Texas started in the 1830s when an enthusiastic 
settler sent a letter to a friend in Germany describing his new home in glowing terms.
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Initially, the focused area was 60 miles west of Houston and northwest of Travis County. By 
the 1840s, the movement extended into Llano and Mason Counties. New Braunfels and 
Fredericksburg became German strongholds.

The German immigration into Texas began to decline in the 1890s. The descendants 
of early farmers, artisans, and merchants constitute most of the large German ancestry 
population in nearby urban areas. Ancestors of many of these urban Germans were German 
Russians, Volga Germans, and Black Sea Germans.

Germans, as a result of World War n, seem to have become lost in the American 
melting pot. However, there has been a revival of identity and pride in the German heritage. 
Today, Germans, estimated at 42 million, are the largest ethnic minority in America. People 
who identify themselves as German reside in every state.

Swiss

Most Americans of Swiss ancestry are descendants from the eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century immigrants of distinct religious or linguistic groups. These new 
Americans were Catholic, Mormon, Amish, Mennonite, and of different Protestant groups. 
Languages used by these immigrants were German, French, Italian, Dutch, and Russian.

The Swiss settled in rural areas of West Virginia, Tennessee, Kansas, Missouri, Ohio-- 
primarily the Midwest. Amish Mennonites settled in Pennsylvania and the Appalachian 
Valley. Swiss Mormons moved gradually to Utah.

Today, most Swiss reside in California, with a focus in Marin County, the Salinas 
Valley, and San Luis Obispo and Northern Santa Barbara Counties. The 1980 Census 
indicated 235,353 Swiss of single ancestry and 746,188 of multiple ancestry. These figures 
represent a population of about a million.

Belgian

Belgians are primarily members of two leading ethnic groups. The Flemings speak 
Flemish, a language virtually the same as Dutch. The Walloons speak French. Today most 
of these consider themselves Belgians.

Prior to 1890, 80 percent of the Belgian immigrants settled in rural areas, since most 
were peasants. These settled in the Great Lake states--Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, and New York-with small groups in the far West.

During recent decades, Belgian youth moved into urban areas such as Detroit, 
Chicago, Moline, Ill., Brown, Wis., and Los Angeles, Calif. The 1980 census indicates 
122,814 Belgians of single ancestry and 237,463 of multiple ancestry. The largest 
concentration in 1980 was in the North Central states. Those living in Michigan and
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Wisconsin made up 31 percent of the Belgian population.

Dutch

Most people from the Netherlands are ethnically Dutch. However, there are ethnic 
minorities, the largest of which is the Frisians.

The Dutch, who came in the mid-1800s, settled in and near America’s eastern cities. 
Many of these immigrants later began a western trend. A significant number settled in 
Michigan and Illinois. Although the Dutch are primarily Catholic, only 20 percent of the 
immigrants were Catholic. Thus, Protestantism had a significant impact on Dutch 
communities. Logging and fanning attracted groups to California and Washington.

Most twentieth-century Dutch immigration has been to urban areas of the West and 
South. California has the largest multiple-ancestry Dutch population. In 1980, more than 
8,000 people in California identified themselves as Dutch Indonesians. Although 
Pennsylvania is home to a significant group of Pennsylvania Dutch, these are really people 
of German heritage. This is also true in other states. Today, 1.4 million people identify 
themselves as single ancestiy, and 4.8 million indicate multiple ancestry.

French

The French-ancestry population includes several groups-the French Canadian and 
those whose origins lie in a migration directly from France. Settlement patterns of the two 
groups differ. These patterns reflect different social classes and separate societies, although 
they are primarily Roman Catholic and use the French language.

The French population-black and white-in Louisiana is Creole. Their ancestors came 
from the French Caribbean Islands and Acadia. (Descendants of these are called Cajuns.) 
For more than a century, the Acadians were French-speaking farmers, living in the coastal 
villages of Eastern Canada, called Acadia. In 1755, the British forcibly deported these 
people. In Louisiana, the Acadians became small-scale farmers along the levees of the 
Mississippi, and to the west, the Bayou Teche. Germans from Europe arrived in the 1870s. 
French-speaking Indians immigrants from France lived in Terrebonne Parish. In the varied 
rural environment, the Cajuns were dominant and able to preserve their culture for two 
centuries. Many moved to New Orleans and entered the military, and other areas. Today 
Cajun festivals continue with food, drinks, and dancing, which represent a public affirmation 
of this distinctive French identity.

The nineteenth century brought a large exodus of French from Quebec. Some of these 
French headed to America’s West via the Great Lakes. Others joined fellow French 
Canadians in Detroit and surrounding areas. French Canadians gradually migrated to the 
northeast states seeking jobs and establishing communities. Other immigrants were German- 
speaking Alsatians and French Basques. Most of the Basques migrated west, where they 

12



became shepherds in California, Idaho, and Nevada.

The 1980 Census lists Louisiana as having almost 40 percent of America’s French, 
primarily Cajuns. Others live in Rhode Island, Maine, New Hampshire, and Los Angeles. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 3.5 million people have French identities of single 
ancestry, while 10.2 million have multiple ancestry.

NORTHERN EUROPEANS

The Norwegians, Swedes, and Danes are often grouped together as Scandinavians. 
This is because of their similarities in religious heritage, language, and other aspects of 
cultures. The Scandinavians migrated to the United States in the 1890s. The Finns became 
aware of an alternate life in America and began their migration in the early twentieth 
century.

Norwegian

The Norwegian migration, mostly from the rural area, began in the 1820s. Chain 
migrations linked communities and regions in Norway with specific settlements in America. 
Their destinations varied; yet, wherever immigrants located, they established church-based 
farm communities like those in Norway. The larger concentrations went to Minnesota, North 
and South Dakota, and Wisconsin. Others went to California, Illinois, Missouri, and 
Montana. The railroads and forests of the Pacific Northwest attracted many Norwegians.

It is not surprising that 50 percent of the Norwegian immigrants went to the rural 
areas. Today the trend is toward the metro areas of Seattle, Wash., and Minneapolis, Wis. 
The 1980 Census identified 1,260,997 Norwegians of single ancestry and 2,192,842 of 
multiple ancestry.

Danish

The immigration from Denmark came as a result of religious convictions. These 
immigrants were mostly Latter-Day Saints-Mormons, with a small number of Baptists.

A significant number of Danish who were Mormons settled in Utah. Other Danish 
settlements were in Perty Amboy, NJ. The farming areas of Wisconsin attracted settlements 
of Danish people. At the end of the nineteenth century, Iowa had more foreign-born Danes 
than any other state.

Petaluma, Fresno, and Santa Barbara, Calif., attracted Danes to the West Coast. 
California’s people of Danish ancestry are second to Portuguese among the state’s ethnic 
populations. In the 1980s, the U.S. Census Bureau reported 428,619 Danes of single ancestry 
and 1,089,654 of multiple ancestry.
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Swedish

The first wave of Swedish immigration came between 1638 and 1655. The second 
wave came 200 years later when landowners and craftsmen by the thousands made 
America’s Midwest their destination. The new Jansenistic sect, rebelling against the state- 
controlled Lutheran Church, came seeking religious freedom. They founded a Swedish 
colony in Henry County, Ill.

Although Swedish settlements are primarily in the Midwest, there are Swedish 
communities in Austin, Texas, and in Maine’s Aroostook County. Farm communities make 
up the San Joaquin Valley of California. Others are located in San Francisco, San Diego, 
and Orange County, Calif., and Phoenix, Ariz.

Of the Swedes in the United States, more than 1.2 million are of single ancestry and 
3.1 million are of multiple ancestry.

Finnish

The Finnish immigration took place in the 1860s. Since most Finns spoke Swedish, 
they tended to settle in areas where Swedes had settled. Basically, there were two groups 
of Finns-the socially and politically conservative called the church Finns, and the more 
secular, left-wing trade unionist and radical socialist. The later group comprises most of the 
Finnish immigrants.

The Finns settled in the Great Lakes area. Since most immigrants had farm 
backgrounds, many lifted to farming. Others became copper miners. In the 1930s, they 
abandoned fanning for commercial dairying. Also, there was migration to the urban areas 
such as Brooklyn, N.Y., and Los Angeles, Calif. World War II took these new Americans 
to almost every state.

Today, clusters of Finns live in Palm Beach County, primarily Lantana and Lake 
Worth, Fla. The 1980 Census discovered 267,902 Finns of single ancestry and 347,970 of 
multiple ancestry in the United States.
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NOTES

1. James P. Allen and Eugene J. Turner, We the People; An Atlas of America’s Ethnic 
Diversity, (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1988), p. IX.

2. George E. Stuart, editor. Peoples and Places of the Past: The National Georgraphic 
Illustrated cultural Atlas of the Ancient World, (Washington, D.C.: National Geographic 
Society, 1983), p. 69.

3. Ibid., p. 69.

4. Ibid., p. 70.

5. James P. Allen and eugene J. Turner, We the People: An Atlas of America’s Ethnic 
Diversity, (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1988), p. 39.
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EASTERN EUROPEAN

Eastern Europeans came to America later than those from Western and Northern 
Europe. Some of those coming from Eastern Europe spoke languages in the Slavic family- 
Polish, Russian, Czech, and Serbo-Croatian. The Hungarians, Romanians, Albanians, 
Lithuanians, and Latvians spoke non-related Slavic languages. Among the immigrants 
coming from these countries were Jewish people, who spoke Yiddish as well as the language 
of the country where they resided.

Many nineteenth-century immigrants were from farms, small towns, and villages. They 
were laborers or craftsmen. Intellectuals, military officers, and urban residents left their 
countries earlier because of failed revolutions against the tyranny of the empires. The ethnic 
groups who came to America after World War n were better educated, urbanized, and 
skilled-when contrasted to earlier immigrants, many of whom were displaced persons (DPs).

Austrian

Prior to 1860, few immigrants to America came from what is known today as Austria. 
Movement of these people was difficult to measure because the Austrian Empire, and later 
the dual monarchy of Austria and Hungary, included a large territory and many ethnic 
groups.

Austrians who came before World War I often identified themselves as Czechs, 
Slovaks, Ukrainians, Poles, Slovenians, and Jews.

In the early 1960s, people who identified themselves as Slovenians, Austrians, and 
Poles worked in the mines of Southeastern Kansas. People from Burgenland, Austria, live 
in the Dakotas and Wisconsin. The 1980 census listed 339,789 Austrians of single ancestry 
and 608,769 of multiple ancestry. These Americans reside primarily in New York City, Los 
Angles, Chicago, Nassau, and Miami.

Czechoslovakian

The ancestral or current use of the Czech language identifies a person as Czech. 
Many Czech immigrants were from Bohemia and Moravia. The nineteenth-century migration 
brought professionals, soldiers, craftsmen, and intellectuals. Those who came in the 1860s 
were rural families who sold their native farms and purchased farms in America.

Czech farmers migrated gradually to rural settlements in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Texas, Oklahoma, and Virginia. Omaha, Neb., became a major farming center. 
Czech Catholics in Texas held to their beliefs and cultural communities more than Czechs 
in the Midvest. Perhaps this was because they came from Moravia and Bohemia where 
traditional religion retains a stronghold.
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New York and Cleveland have the largest concentrations of Czechs. Ohio, especially 
Cleveland, provides work in iron and steel mills. Czechs in New York are cigar makers, 
skilled pearl button makers, shop owners, and factory workers. The 1980 U.S. Census listed 
788,724 Czechs with single ancestry and 1.1 million with multiple ancestry.

Slovak

Initially, ethnic Slovaks identified themselves as Czech or Hungarian. Czechoslovakia 
or Hungary were their countries of origin. Thus, the Slovak ancestry figure was probably 
larger than reported.

Early Slovak immigrants became steel makers in Bethlehem, Pa. Others became 
anthracite coal miners in the eastern part of the state: They replaced the English-speaking 
miners. Slovaks became the largest ethnic group in Eastern Ohio’s and Western New York’s 
soft bituminous coal mining, coke production, and iron and steeling making.

In the early years, Slovaks moved from one town to another in search of better lives. 
They emphasized the continuity of family and ethnic community and the stability of manual
labor jobs. Churches and lodges were the focus of Slovak communities. Most Slovaks were 
home owners.

Over generations, Slovaks moved to industrial centers such as Parma, Ohio, and 
Bethlehem, Pa. Their current self-identifications are listed in the 1980 U.S. Census as 
361,384 single ancestry and 415,422 multiple ancestry. Most Slovaks reside between Illinois 
and New York.

Hungarian

People who speak the Magyar language are considered ethnic Hungarians. About half 
of those who migrated from Hungary spoke Magyar. The other half spoke Slovak, German, 
Polish, or Ukrainian.

The largest Hungarian immigration to America began in the 1880s. They came to 
work in the expanding industries. They represented a variety of Christian groups, with 
Roman Catholics making up about 60 percent of the people. However, identification with 
Hungary remains important to Jewish people.

Hungarians were apt to work in iron and steel manufacturing rather than agriculture. 
Their settlements were close to the plants, in which they worked alongside other Eastern 
Europeans. Hungarians who migrated between 1880 and World War I established the major 
Hungarian settlements. Most of these were in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York. Smaller 
settlements were in Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan.

The 1950s brought the DPs. Refugees fleeing communism soon followed. The last half 
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of the century has resulted in migration throughout the nation, with concentrations in 
California and Florida. By 1980, more than 700,000 Hungarians in America identified 
themselves as single ancestry. More than a million indicated multiple ancestry.

Romanian

Romanians, or Rumanians, began to come prior to 1870. Most were Jews. By 1895, 
ethnic Romanians migrated seeking work in iron and steel industries. The churches-usually 
Orthodox; but sometimes Catholic or Protestant-became important parts of Romanian 
communities.

Romanians’ emphasis on education resulted in their moving into professional or 
managerial work. Most Romanians gradually established strong communities in New York, 
Ohio, Illinois, California, and Florida. Today more than 140,000 Romanians list single 
ancestry and 173,583 list multiple ancestry.

Croatian

Prior to 1918, Turkey controlled Croatia and Serbia. They became independent in 
1929 and formed Yugoslavia. These two groups speak essentially the same language. 
However, they write with different alphabets. Croatians are Roman Catholic traditionally, 
but include many Muslims. The Serbs converted to Eastern Christianity. Their rule by alien 
countries and their ethnic divisions resulted in Yugoslavia’s variety of ancestiy labels.

People of Croatian ancestry immigrated from Yugoslavia.

In the late 1780s, some Croatians established businesses in New Orleans. Others 
worked as sailors. The discovery of gold in 1849 attracted Croatian immigrants to California 
and Nevada. Many entered agricultural areas-growing vegetables and developing apple and 
fig orchards.

The 1880 immigrants settled in industrial centers in Pennsylvania and the Midwest. 
Croatians replaced the English, Irish, and people of German ancestry in coal, iron, and 
copper mines. Since World War II, immigration from Yugoslavia has averaged about 2,000 
a year. Concentrated in the Midwest, with communities in the West, are 107,855 Croatians 
identified as single ancestry and 145,115 as multiple ancestiy.

Serbian

Serbians’ homeland once was Austria, but it but became part of Yugoslavia in 1929. 
They speak variations of Serbo-Croatian. Serbs differ from the Croats in their alphabets and 
religious heritages.

Serbian immigrants came from different areas within Yugoslavia and settled in 
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various places in America. Many of these immigrants were fishermen, oysterman, and 
shopand saloon keepers. The California Gold Rush drew many Serbs to San Francisco. That 
city became a significant focus. There the Serbian Orthodox Church in America was founded 
in the 1860s.

Serbian communities took roots also in more diverse manufacturing cities in Ohio and 
Michigan. The 1980 U.S. Census listed 49,621 Serbs of single ancestry and 51,320 of multiple 
ancestry.

Slovene

The majority of Slovenes, or Slovenians, came to America prior to World War I. They 
and their descendants often identified themselves as Austrians.

Slovenes in the Midwest made up farming communities. Great Lake settlers related 
to the iron mining and industry. Cleveland, Ohio attracted the skilled and educated 
immigrants.

In the early 1900s, the smelting and refining industries attracted Slovene immigrants 
to Denver, Colo. By the 1980 Census, 63587 Slovenes claimed a single ancestry and 62,876 
indicated multiple ancestry.

Albanian

Most unskilled Albanian men who arrived in America in the early twentieth century 
were Orthodox Christians. The more recent immigrants included more Muslims and 
Catholics.

Albanian communities in America reflect the religious diversity of that nation. Boston 
is the most important center for Albanian ancestry in America. Most Boston Albanians work 
in menial hotel jobs or in Greek restaurants, since Greeks also speak Albanian and are 
Orthodox. Albanians coming since 1950 have been political refugees.

Concentrated primarily in New York and Massachusetts, America’s Albanians number 
fewer than 40,000. This number includes those of single and multiple ancestry.

Polish

Polish immigrants embarked though the German ports of Bremen and Hamburg. 
Many of those who came in the 1890s were peasants. Although in Europe the Poles objected 
to the undermining of their culture, the immigrants had German acquaintances and spoke 
German.

Polish immigrants migrated to the Great Lakes and into New England. The largest 
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concentrations are in New York City and Chicago—the city with the second largest Polish 
population, Warsaw has the largest. These immigrants worked as miners, in the meat 
industry, in iron and steel mills, cotton and tailoring industry, and on the railroads. Their 
families and Catholic parishes were centers of social lives. Parochial schools were 
established as essential to community life.

Several Polish farming communities developed in Texas during the 1850s. These Poles 
entered through the Galveston Harbor and walked to areas selected by priests in Kames 
County. The first settlement was Panna Maria-the Virgin Mary. Later others settled from 
Houston to San Antonio, and the Texas hill country. These farmers raised vegetables, cattle, 
and cotton.

Fanning settlements developed in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. Some settled 
in Nebraska.

As early as the 1870s, Polish fraternal and immigrant aid societies were organized. 
They continue today to serve Polish people.

America’s Polish are identified as 3.8 million of single ancestry and 4.4 million of 
multiple ancestry. The largest concentrations are in Chicago, Ill., New York, N.Y., Detroit, 
Mich., Erie, Pa., Mich., and Milwaukee, Wise.

Lithuanian

The late 1860s welcomed some Lithuanians to America. However, the major of their 
immigration was between 1880 and 1914. The earliest peasants were farmers. They chose 
to settle among the Polish settlements in America. They, like the Poles, were Catholic and 
joined Polish parishes.

A different groups of Lithuanians, the displaced people, came after World War II. 
More than 35,000 arrived in America penniless directly from German refugee camps. These 
refugees included literate and intellectual individuals.Many were intensely nationalistic.

The early immigrants settled in Eastern Pennsylvania. Other settlements soon 
developed in Massachusetts and Connecticut. These worked in the wire, leather, cotton, and 
watch industries. By the 1980s, communities sprain up in New York, Maryland, the Mohawk 
Valley, New Jersey, and Illinois. Of the Lithuanians in America, 55,000 indicate single 
ancestry and 36,578 indicate multiple ancestry.

Newspapers in the Lithuanian language are published in New York City and Chicago.

Latvian

Latvian immigrant comprised two groups. The first wave prior to 1905 were sailors, 
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artisans, and peasants. The more educated individuals arrived after World War I. The 
second groups of 40,000 refugees entered as displaced persons after World War II. As with 
other groups whose homelands were under Russian control, Latvians have remained strong 
in their national identity.

Boston became the port of entry for early immigrants. Most of these settled in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and the West. The DPs settled in urban areas such as, 
Milwaukee and Cleveland. Other Latvians have migrated to various areas of America.

Russian

Possibly, America’s population of Russian ancestry includes more ethnic variety than 
any other group. Of these immigrants who arrived in the United States in the early twentieth 
century about 17 percent were Russian. Others were Jews, Belorussians, Ruthenians, 
Ukrainians, and others, such as Cossacks, from non-European areas of Russia.

It is estimated that 70 percent of Russians are of Jewish origin. A significant number 
of russians identify with the Russian Orthodox Church, another segment have been people 
from the Carpathian Mountains known as Carpatho-Rusyns or Ruthenians. The majority of 
these are Eastern (Greek or Byzantine rite) Catholics. Turkistans from Soviet Central Asia 
represent several Muslim languages.

Russian immigrants came during the same decade as other Eastern Europeans. 
Refugees have come in waves-after 1917, after World War li, and various times since 1900. 
The later group developed an Orthodox Church that differs from that of earlier immigrants.

Ukrainian

The Ukrainians began to established settlements in the United States between 1880 
and 1914. Most of them came from Western Ukraine. Although they spoke Ukrainian, the 
immigrants were essentially Rusyn or Ruthenians. In the early decades, immigrants 
identified as Rusyn were dissipated by Roman Catholic and Russian efforts that pushed the 
people toward the Russian Orthodox Church and a Russian identity. Ukrainians were among 
the last of the Europeans to settle in America.

Ukrainians settled primarily in New York and Pennsylvania. Gradually they moved 
westward to Ohio, Illinois, and California. Smaller settlements also sprung up in Wisconsin, 
the Dakotas, and Colorado, Today Ukrainians live in almost every state.

Early Ukrainian concentrations were primarily areas with mining and industrial work. 
Today, a large Ukrainian settlement in Philadelphia, Pa. However, more Ukrainians and 
people of Ukrainian ancestry have lived in the New York City area than anywhere else. 
Employment opportunities may contribute to this. Northern New York provides employment 
for carpet makers and molasses refining.
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The Dakotas attracted homesteaders who worked in some farming and in coal mines. 
Many of these immigrants were victims of religious persecution. These became Protestants 
and sought to establish there own communities.

Ukrainian identity in the late twentieth century indicates that there are more than 
381,000 single ancestry and 348,000 plus multiple ancestry.

The linguistic and cultural aspects of Ukrainian life contribute to strong cohesive 
communities.

Jewish

Jewish people comprise an important American ethnic group. However, because they 
are classified as a religion, ancestry data is insufficient. Immigrants of Jewish ancestry often 
indicate their ancestry as German, Hungarian, Polish, Russian, or of other European 
countries.

By 1920, more than 60 percent of American Jews had family origins in the Russian 
Empire. Jewish immigration since 1966 has been predominantly from Russia. Virtually all 
people with an Israeli ancestry are presumed to be Jewish.

Sephardic Jews--those with Spanish or Portuguese heritage forced out of Iberia- 
came in the 1500s. Intermarriage of these small Sephardic Jewish communities has led 
almost to extinction of the Sephardic population. They settled primarily in New York and 
Rhode Island where the only two Sephardic synagogues existed. Most settled in New York 
where their Judeo-Spanish, Ladino, Greek, or Arabic language set them apart from the 
Ashkenazic Jews.

The Ashkenazic Jews--German Jews-dominated immigration until the 1880s. Eastern 
European Jews-Russian-began to come after World War I. Russia Christians who came to 
America were farmers, but Russian Jews were entrepreneurs. Their skills included 
watchmaking, hatmaking, tailoring, bookbinding, tinsmithing, baking, and carpentering. 
These skills allowed them to enter the protection and warmth of existing Jewish communi
ties.

Their constant migration into New York City led to large concentrations of Jewish 
neighborhoods. As well as Sephardic-Jewish neighborhoods there were those of Hungarian, 
Galician, Romanian, and Russian ancestries. Gradually, these various groups began to move 
to suburbs. However, the American Jews-37 percent of the national total-remained in New 
York city. The second largest Jewish concentration is in Los Angeles, Calif. Florida has the 
third largest U.S. concentration of Jewish people. Miami Beach is home to thousands of 
elderly Jewish people. Their affluence allows them to occupy single-family homes, hotels, 
and condominiums along beach fronts.
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More than five million Jewish people live in America. Their largest concentrations 
are in the New York-New Jersey area; Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco, Calif.; 
Miami, Fla.; Chicago, Ill.; Cleveland, Ohio; Atlanta, Ga.; St. Louis, Mo.; Denver, Colo.; 
Dallas and Houston, Texas; Portland, Ore.; and Seattle, Wash. Smaller Jewish communities 
are in almost every state.

SOUTHERN EUROPEAN

Unemployment and a shortage brought about the migration of Southern Europeans 
to America in the early 1800s. Families, often borrowed heavily to pay for passage of their 
sons to America. Family members in America sent money home for other family members’ 
passage to America. Immigrants from Southern Europe included Italians, Basques, 
Portuguese, and Greeks began to arrive in early 1800s.

Portuguese

Portuguese ancestry peoples, from the continent and islands in the Atlantic Ocean, 
have generally migrated to Brazil. About 70 percent of the Portuguese immigrants to the 
United States came from the Azores and madeira Islands. However, they identify themselves 
as being Portuguese nationals.

The fishing industry-basically whaling-attracted peoples from the Azores. The decline 
of whaling forced many Portuguese to turn to farming for a livelihood. Others turned to jobs 
in the textile mills in New England. Most twentieth-century Portuguese immigrated from 
Portugal and settled in Connecticut and Massachusetts. Some moved into New York and 
Pennsylvania.

In the 1840s, the Madeirans, who had been converted to Protestantism, found refugee 
in Illinois.

Azoreans traveled to Hawaii during the early whaling years. Others worked on sugar 
cane plantations. Often, the Portuguese were white, they were hired to supervise Japanese, 
Chinese and other Asian workers. The discovery of gold attracted many Portuguese to 
California. Many who sought gold later turned to whaling, logging, and fishing industries for 
jobs. Some Portuguese moved to San Diego, Calif., where as fishermen, they added the 
gathering of sponges from the ocean’s floor as source of income. Descendants of these early 
immigrants are represented strongly in today’s San Diego.

Farming became an important occupation. Initially settling in San Francisco, many 
of these immigrants went into the dairy business in Marin County. They made up a fifth of 
Sausalito’s population. Dairies where also established in Sonoma, Santa Clara, and 
Stanislaus counties.

Many Portuguese developed fruit and vegetable farms in the San Joaquin Valley.
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Even today Portuguese, although they constituted only 10 percent of the population, are 
influential landowners.

The immigration from Portugal differed from other European countries. Portuguese 
immigration was unusually high. They make up about 40 percent of immigrants who arrived 
since 1959. Portuguese ancestry remains unusual in distribution, with 30 percent in New 
York and New Jersey, 20 percent in California, and the remaining percentage throughout 
the United States. More than 600,000 claim single ancestry and 400,000 claim multiple 
ancestry.

Basque

Since the sixteenth century, the land of the Basques has been divided between France 
and Spain. People with Basque heritage often identify themselves as either French or 
Spanish Basque. However, the majority identify themselves as Basque ancestry.

Basque immigration maintained a distinctive relationship with the sheep industry. In 
the nineteenth century, Basque immigrants often chose Argentina and Uruguay as their 
destinations. They acquired their sheep management skills in South American. They later 
adapted these skills to the Western United States.

In the 1850s, French Basques in California developed a system where the herder was 
paid in ewe at the end of the agreement. After a few years, the Basque herder began his 
own business. Sheepherding, over the years, became an industry. The herder lived in a tiny 
wagon or trailer and moved with the flock to public or leased land. The shortage of 
sheepherders caused special provisions to be made in the 1952 immigration law allowing 
more Basques to enter annually.

French Basque settled from Bakersfield to Fresno, Calif. Today, Nevada is heavily 
Basque populated. Most of these came from the Navarre Province in Spain. In more recent 
years, they have been replaced by Spanish Basques from the Vizcaya Province.

The Vizcaya Basques extended shepherding in the 1890s in Eastern Oregon and 
Southern Idaho. By the 1970s, the Vizcaya Basque began settling in Nevada and Wyoming. 
In Johnson County, Wyo., the French Basque herd buffalo.

After the 1959 Basque festival in Nevada--a picnic with competitive events, dancing, 
music, and food-became an annual celebration. Basque have become operators of dairy 
industries in San Bernardino and Los Angeles Counties. A small Basque community exists 
in New York as a way station for those migrating to the West. Basques skilled in jai alai 
migrate to Miami to play this Basque version of handball.

Boise, Idaho, has the largest concentration of Basques in the United States. Smaller 
concentrations of Basques are in Nevada and Oregon. America’s 50,000 Basques (single and 
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multiple ancestry) live primarily in the Western United States.

Italian

Prior to the 1880s, Italian immigrants to America were well-educated professionals 
and skilled craftsman from Northern Italy. However, the arrival of illiterate and poor 
peasants from Southern Italy and Sicily changed Americans’ impression of Italians.

The largest Italian immigration occurred about the time Eastern Europeans began 
to arrive. Competition for unski811ed jobs gradually forced Italians into construction work. 
The labor-contracting system called for the use of a padrone-an intermediary between 
laborers and construction companies. The padrone system became a major factor in 
dispersal of Italians throughout the United States. Italians worked on the railroads in 
Chicago, Ill., along the Mississippi River, and the western states.

Chicago, New York, Pennsylvania have developed concentrations of Italian 
neighborhoods. Today Italians live in almost every urban area of the nation. Larger 
concentrations are in the Midwest, New York, New England, Florida, and California. 
Numbering more than 12 million, Italians’ influence is a part of the American way of life.

Greek

Greek immigrants began arriving in Florida in 1768. The New Smyrna Colong was 
begun by a Scotsman about 75 miles south of St. Augustine. By the mid-1800s, this colony 
was abandoned and untraceable.

Greeks coming to America settle in cities where their relatives or friends live. Early 
Greek immigrants were most often unskilled laborers-peddlers, dishwashers, factory 
workers, et cetera. A Greek version of the padrone system operated in larger cities. Within 
a short time, Greek coffee shops and food stores began to open. These business and 
professional Greeks became successful citizens. Relatives and friends, who they sponsored, 
created varied work opportunities in the early twentieth century.

The majority of Greek immigrants arrived through the port of New York. Large 
communities, such as Lowell, Haverhill, Lynn, and Peabody, developed in Massachusetts. 
Other Greeks went to the industrial cities of the Midwest. Some went as far as Colorado. 
However, Chicago became the focus of Greek life, anchored on Halstad Street.

In the early 1900s, Greeks ran the candy stores. Greek Orthodox Church became the 
spiritual focus of ethnic identity. Children of these immigrants gradually moved to the 
suburbs.

Greeks entering the United States through the port of Galveston, Texas, extablished 
a small community, which was primarily fishermen. The largest and most distinctive 
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settlement of Greeks in the South has been in Tarpon Springs, Fla., where the majority of 
them harvest sponges. The 1980 Census indicated that one of every six residents in Tarpon 
Springs listed a Greek ancestry.

Greek workers, being unskilled laborers, are most frequently transitory. A large 
settlement was established in Salt Lake City, Utah, where they have their own Orthodox 
Church. The smaller communities had a variety of origins. They were built around such 
things as sheepherding, mining, ranching, and logging.

An estimated 90 percent of the Greeks identified in the 1980 Census live in urban 
areas. Most live in cultural communities.

Today, the million single and multiple-ancestry people identified as Greeks are 
concentraded in large communities in Boston, Mass.; New York, N.Y.; Chicago, Ill.; Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, Calif. Smaller communities exist in the Midwest and in the 
Florida. Greeks reside in every state and most major cities.

CONCLUSION

In the process of immigration, Europeans changed old ways of life and redefined 
themselves as Americans. The peopling of America originated in almost every continent. 
"Americans are a bundle of paradoxes-mixed in their origins-yet, we are one people"6—who 
cherish their ethnic heritages. Americans have a sense of peoplehood-ethnic identity--who 
feel part of a group sharing race, language, culture, or religion.

Written by Oscar I. Romo, director, Language Church Extension Division, HMB
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WESTERN EUROPEANS

To understand Western Europe, one should study the whole continent. Historical 
interaction has taken place among European nations, and each country has been strongly 
influenced by its neighbors. For this study, an imaginary jagged line from the northeastern 
tip of West Germany to the Adriatic Sea has been drawn to distinguish Western Europe 
from Eastern Europe, and Austria and Italy have been placed within the boundaries of 
Western Europe.

Historical Background

Europe’s main tribal, racial, and ethnic groups were the Ligurians in the Northwest, 
the Veneties in the Northeast, the Picenies in Central Europe, and the Sicels and 
Messapians in the South. Around 1000 B.C., settlers arrived from the Greek region by sea. 
They later came to be known as the Samnite, Etruscan, and Latin tribes because they had 
settled in the Latium region of Central Italy where Rome is located.1

Several other tribes lived in the northern part of Western Europe. The main ones 
were the Celts, Gauls, Teutons, Franks, Saxons, and Angles.2

The Celts and Gauls were groups of various Celtic-speaking people. The Gauls lived 
in Gallia, the ancient Latin name for France. The Teutons later displaced the Celts in North 
Germany. The Franks and the Saxons lived in North Germany.

During the fifth century, the Angles and the Saxons conquered the Northern Isles. 
From their names came the words England and English.3

The Iberians were natives of the Iberian Peninsula-Spain and Portugal. The Britons, 
Welsh, and Scotch were tribes inhabiting Britain before the Anglo-Saxon invasions. Other 
races-the Alsatians, Basques, and Galitians-also felt the influence of more dominant 
groups. Somehow they managed to keep their identities.

Historians and linguists who studied European races and languages presented 
intriguing historical and linguistic theories. About 2000 B.C., an Indo-European people of 
the Centum branch, closely related to the Greeks, invaded Italy. European languages were 
strongly influenced by these people.

The term Indo-European refers properly to language only, not to people or 
civilization. The term is applied to a number of languages existing chiefly in India or 
Europe. In modern times, Indo-European languages, especially of the Italic and Germanic 
subdivisions, have spread around the world.
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Brief Historical Overview of Western Europe

The development of European civilization can be found in ancient history, languages, 
literature, and archaeological findings.

During the third and second millennia B.C., the city of Troy, on the northwests a tip 
of Asia, was a prosperous cultural center and a developed civilization. At the beginning of 
the first millennium B.C., a confederation of Hellenic Greek forces fought a 10-year war 
against Troy. The Hellenes destroyed the forces and the city of Troy by means of an 
enormous wooden horse filled with Hellenic soldiers left by a supposedly fleeing Hellenic 
force. During the night, the Hellenes, hiding in the wooden horse, entered Troy and 
destroyed it by fire. Aeneas, a Trojan warrior, and a few others escaped the burning city by 
ship. Eventually Aeneas landed on the Western coast of Central Italy. He founded Rome 
in mid-seventh century B.C. Romulus supposedly came from Aeneas’ descendants.

. While Rome was only at its initial stage, the Celts formed the greatest barbarian 
nation north of the Alps between the sixth and first centuries B.C. They spread from France 
to Spain, Germany, and Ireland. The Teutons-Germanic people-occupied Northeastern
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Germany.

Rome slowly asserted its preeminence over all other Italic tribes. Because of their 
militaristic, political, juridical, engineering, and economic genius, the Romans, by the second 
century A.D., had unified a large empire, which stretched from Spain to Northern Germany 
to the Caspian Sea, Asia Minor, and Northern Africa and from Egypt to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Latin became the commercial and universal language within the Roman Empire’s borders.

The Germanic and Christian elements of Rome’s heritage-because of the church’s 
unifying force-provided the medieval foundation of Western civilization. The model and the 
dream of a united Europe continued for centuries.

Under the Frankish king Charlemagne (A.D. 771-814), Europe enjoyed once again 
an empire that stretched from the Elbe River in North Germany to the Ebro River, south 
of the Pyrenees Mountains in Spain, and included most of Italy and some Slavonic people.

With Napoleon I (1769-1821), a Corsican-born Frenchman, the dream of a united .. 
empire seemed to be realized once again. His rise to power was harsh and steady, 
interspersed with battle victories and defeats. He strongly felt that he was the heir of 
Charlemagne and, in 1804, he was proclaimed emperor. He basked in the glory of his 
empire for 10 years. But he found it unstable and full of problems and insurrections. He 
found no real uniting of people, and eventually power was wrested from him. He was sent 
into exile, from which he returned to rule for 100 days in 1815. His campaigns had an 
unforeseen result. Various European nations saw a resurgence of nationalism and eventually 
fought until they realized the unification of their countries. The chart below gives an 
overview of Western Europe today.

Country/Capital Square Miles Population Religion Ethnicity

Andorra/Andorra
Vella

175 13,000 Roman Catholic Catalan 
Spanish 
French

Austria/Vienna 32,369 7,503,000 Roman Catholic German

Belgium /Brussels 11,784 9,858,000 Roman Catholic Dutch 
French 
German

France/Paris 211,208 53,655,000 Roman Catholic French

West Germany/ 
Bonn

95,997 61,300,000 Protestant
Roman Catholic

German
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Source: National Geographic Atlas of the World. National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C., 1981, pp 133-135.

Country/Capital _____ Square Miles Population Religion ______ _ Ethmdty

Gibraltar/ 2.3 29,000 Protestant English
Roman Catholic Spanish

(Brit. U.K.)

Ireland/Dublin 27,136 3,420,000 Roman Catholic Irish-
English

Italy/Rome 116304 57,058,000 Roman Catholic Italian

62 26,000 Roman Catholic German
Liechtenstein/
Vaduz

364,000 Roman Catholic Letzerb.
Luxembourg/ 99o French
Luxembourg City German

122 318,000 Roman Catholic Maltese
Malta/Valletta England

0.7 26,000 Roman Catholic French
Monaco

Netherlands/ 15,892 14,192,000 Roman Catholic 
Protestant

Dutch
Flemish

Amsterdam French

Portugal/Lisbon 35,553 9,890,000 Roman Catholic RltgESB

San Marino 24 20,000 Roman Catholic Italian

Spain/Madrid 194,897 37,472,000 Roman Catholic Spanish

Switzerland/ 15,941 6,349,000 Protestant
Roman Catholic

German 
French

Bern Italian
Kanash

United Kingdom/ 
London

94,227 55,899,000 Anglican
Roman Catholic

English

Vatican City 0.2 1,000 Roman Catholic Latin 
Italian
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Political Factors

For several centuries, nations witnessed the ascendancy of strong political leaders, 
who galvanized them to action and subdued other nations. Military conquests by well- 
disciplined armies built large nations. Rebellious tribes in need of geographic space or 
improved life conditions continued to attack, harass, and invade until the empires eventually 
crumbled. Europe saw a long succession of kingdoms, republics, empires, feudal states, 
dukedoms, and city states.

During the past century, Europe saw a political transformation due to new theories 
and economic developments.

The French Revolution and Napoleon’s rise transformed an absolute monarchy into 
a constitutional, democratic republic. Through Napoleon’s campaigns, these ideals were 
spread throughout Europe.

Monarchies lost their absolute power. In Europe today, "most hereditary reigning 
monarchs . . . do not in fact rule."3

Currently, a variety of political governments exist in Western Europe. They can be 
summarized in broad outlines under the following constitutional monarchies: Belgium, 
Liechtenstein, Monaco, Netherlands, Great Britain, and Spain. Powers of these monarchs 
are limited.

Major Historical Events During the Past Century

After Napoleon’s defeat, the four major European nations-Austria, England, Prussia, 
and Russia-gathered in the Congress of Vienna (1814-15) to reestablish peace and 
rearrange national boundaries.

During the Congress, "The Kingdom of the Netherlands was established by unification 
of Holland and the former Austrian Netherlands. Further up the Rhine, territory was turned 
over to Prussia, while farther up, a neutralized and expanded Switzerland was created."4 
Belgium, Germany, Italy, and Poland felt they had been wronged. Revolts began in Italy, 
Portugal, and Spain. Nationalistic feelings arose, and some nations realized a unification of 
their lands. In 1848, France established a republican government. Italy united in 1870, after 
centuries of foreign domination. Germany reunited and, in 1871, William I was crowned 
emperor.

Due to national ambitions, rivalries, creation of various alliances, diplomatic tensions, 
unstable boundaries, and military preparations, World War I began in 1914. U.S. inter
vention was a decisive factor in ending the war.

Not all wrongs had been righted, and Europe was rocked again by the Bolshevik
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Revolution (1917), Fascism, and Nazism (1920s and onward). Because of its military 
campaigns, World War II resulted (1939-45). The ancient dream of a united Europe was 
kept alive. Wisdom dictates that such a dream cannot be realized through military 
conquests, but through economic and defensive military cooperation. A political unity may 
be achieved, but the animosities must first be eliminated by working together for the good 
of all members of the body.

The European Community is a reality. Through the North Atlantic Treaty Organi
zation (NATO), suspicions are being eliminated and barriers tom down in an effort for 
better cooperation and understanding.

One recent happening is a sign of movement toward that goal. On January 1, 1986, 
Spain and Portugal joined the 10-member European Community. The entrance of these two 
poorer nations in the European Community will strain the economy and possibly the 
patience of its members, but the "enlargement represents a willingness . .-■..to make 
economic sacrifices for ... a stronger, more independent Europe."5

One step at a time, European countries are getting to know each other better and 
are starting to help one another.

Educational Systems

The history of education in Western Europe is centuries old. The earlier educational 
systems disorganized. Usually the church was the depository of knowledge and the 
instrument of teaching.

It was only within the past century that universal and compulsory education for all 
citizens was accepted in the Western World. However, the love for learning and education 
in Western Europe was such that universities began to appear in Italy around the ninth 
century A.D. and began to spread to France, England, Spain, and other countries.

In the twentieth century, a universal school system was developed, which provided 
primary schools for the masses. Secondary schools were more limited to fee-payers or 
students worthy of scholarships. Beyond the secondary level, many opportunities were 
offered to those who desired to continue their educations.

The English educational system differed most from the Continental system. Whereas 
most of mainland European schools were controlled by the states, English schools were 
independent and self-governing.

Economic Base

For centuries, most European nations had agrarian economic bases. But associations 
of professionals in banking, commerce, travel, and industry-slowly developed. In the past 
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two centuries, especially after the Industrial Revolution, Western Europe has become a 
major economic world power.

A program of international cooperation on the economic front began in 1944 with 
the Benelux (Belgium-Netherlands-Luxembourg) custom union agreement to abolish tariff 
duties within the union. Each country retained its sovereignty.

The experiment was successful, and other countries took an interest in developing a 
European Community. In 1957, six charter members-the Benelux three, France, Italy, and 
West Germany-established a free-trade zone with a common external tariff. They hoped 
it "would be the first step toward political integration and the reassertion of European 
power."6

"Of the world’s 20 largest economies, more than half are European . . . and six 
Western European countries rank among the top 10 in per capita income. Taken as a whole, 
Western Europe surpasses both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. in population and productive 
capacity, and accounts for nearly half of all international trade."7

Cultural/Linguistic Characteristics in Countries of Origin

Major Languages and Dialects
The major languages of Western Europe are Dutch, English, French, German, 

Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish. They are the products of languages and dialects spoken by 
original races and the influence they received from one another over the centuries.

Different languages developed independently because of various factors. First, 
languages were developed because of substrata, which are local languages spoken by the 
original population. Secondly, languages were generated by the superimposition of Celtic, 
Latin, and Germanic languages. The closer natives were to the center of the cultural/ 
linguistic influence and the longer dominant races kept the people subjugated, the greater 
and more lasting was the transformation of original languages.

Other dialects spoken inside or outside a national border do not interfere with 
language functionality of Western European citizens. All speak the official language of their 
countries as well as their dialects. Often they have some knowledge of other languages.

Cultural Diversity in National Groups
Cultures of various national groups in Western Europe are as different as their 

origins and histories. Today, with the cooperation of the 12 nations belonging to the 
European Community, Europeans have a great opportunity to learn from and work with one 
another.

Although antagonistic feelings and competition exist, there is a new spirit appearing 
within the European Community. They may quarrel among themselves, but when other 
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nations interfere in their affairs, Europeans protect each other.

Western Europeans have many similarities because of centuries of intermingling with 
one another, but they have differing heritages. In Italy, there are two types of people, the 
Northerners and the Southerners. During more than 100 years of a united Italy, there has 
been much amalgamation. However, ancient traits from the time of city-states are still 
evident.

Switzerland has four distinct ethnic and linguistic groups. In order of their population, 
they are Germanic, French, Italian, and Romansch.

Spain has its Andalusians, Galicians, Catalans, and Basques. The Germanics still 
show differences, even though most speak modem German. The British have their English, 
Scots, and Wales.

Values

Family
Latin nations placed great value on the family, although not in the same intensity as 

other nations or for the same reasons. The Roman Catholic Church was a unifying factor 
in France, Italy, Portugal, Spain, and in the Italian-speaking section of Switzerland.

The French come from a non-Catholic background, which includes the Huguenots 
and other Protestants. They are family-centered and revolved around the authority of the 
father.

For many Italians, the family was the ultimate safe refuge in the storms of life. Not 
only was the immediate family important, but also the extended one.

The Anglo-Saxons, Dutch, and Germanics shared their love for family. The British 
were taught values of family and nation early. The Dutch and Belgians tended to have large 
families. The Germanics, especially those who came from such denominations as the 
Hutterites, Mennonites, Moravians, and Quakers, extended their concept of family to other 
believers, according to biblical principles.

Education
Within the British, Dutch, and Germanic nations, education was very important. 

France, Italy, and Spain had the same high level of education for those who could afford it. 
Others had either minimal or no education. However, the situation in Western Europe 
changed in the early 1900s when education became compulsory for those under 16 years of 
age.

Possessions
Due to the existence of feudalism, the Roman Catholic Church--one of the largest 
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landowners--royalties, and their families, many common people did not strive for riches and 
possessions until the twentieth century. Currently, anyone willing to work hard and who has 
ingenuity can obtain possessions.

Religion
Religion has always been important in the lives of Western Europeans. Christianity 

is the main religion, although religious beliefs vary. Italians, most of whom are Catholic, 
accept the Roman Catholic Church almost as a part of their cultural heritage. The Spanish 
often may follow the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church much more scrupulously.

Historical events influenced other lands to follow the Protestant faith. These events 
show a variation from the Reformed Church to the Lutheran Church, Anglican Church, or 
the Free Church. In a smaller country like Switzerland, one can find all three denomina
tions. They may keep their distances or cooperate along certain lines. Apparently, they have 
learned to live in peace rather than resorting to war as in previous centuries.

Time
The use of leisure time by Europeans depends on money, personal interests, and 

other factors. Europeans enjoy recreation, no matter what their personal circumstances.

Interrelationships
Family is the first nucleus in the chain of interrelationships. Relatives are next. Then 

friends, associates, and colleagues. Contacts and fellowships are made for life.

Food
Every national group has its unique dishes as well as foods that they share. But food 

is not a mere necessity; it is one of their purest forms of enjoyment. Meals are considered 
as near-sacred social encounters with family, friends, and acquaintances.

Pride
Each national group is proud to highlight some special contribution toward 

civilization. This pride has sustained individuals and nations through difficult and painful 
national moments.

France is proud of being a leader of Western Europe. Its history holds contributions 
in many fields.

Germany is proud of two of its native sons, Martin Luther and Albert Einstein.

The Dutch can point to their contribution toward a European Common Market. 
Other nations have contributed toward the discovery of the New World, a democratic 
understanding of politics, or individual civil rights.
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Religion
Past Europeans manifested their religions in the worship of many gods and, at times, 

the worship of creatures. After Christianity took hold in Europe, it supplanted all other 
religions. However, because of mistakes of many Christian leaders, modem Europeans may 
publicly identify themselves as Christians but may be disenchanted with Christianity or may 
completely reject it. Others attempt to conform sincerely to the tenets of their faith.

Each ethnic group should be studied independently and totally.

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
Current Context

The early years of immigration to North America from Europe took place following 
the discovery of the continent. The first ethnic groups to settle permanently were the Dutch, 
English, French, and Spanish.

Reliable records were unavailable until the turn of the seventeenth century. At that 
time, England was sending a great infusion of capital, trade, literature, clergy, and public 
officials to North America.

The French settled in the maritime provinces of Canada and in Quebec in the early 
seventeenth century.

The Dutch contributed a large number of settlers to the New World. In 1609, Henry 
Hudson began his explorations. Five years later, Fort Nassau, near Albany, N.Y., was built. 
The Dutch also settled Manhattan Island, calling it New Amsterdam.

Germans, who eventually became the largest group of immigrants, came because of 
poverty and religious persecutions.

The Irish, also fleeing hardships, contributed almost five million immigrants during 
the past three centuries. Most settled in the Northeast, in the Pacific Coast states, and in 
Canada.

Italians were latecomers. Only a few had settled in America by the seventeenth 
century. By the late 1860s, they began to increase in number. Total Italian immigration 
between 1820 and 1981 was 5,310,516, second to Germans.8

Immigrants from Spain totaled only about a quarter million from 1820 to 1980. The 
first decade of U.S. immigration statistics, which began to be taken in 1820, indicated that 
15,000 people a year immigrated to the United States. The movement began to swell, and 
from 1881 to 1890, the number reached more than five million. Immigration reached its 
peak between 1901 and 1910, with close to nine million people. From that point, statistics 
declined from 1931 to 1940, when the figure hit a low of 528,000.
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s From that low point, immigration figures began to rise and have continued to
n increase.
■ I

Economic and Employment Factors

; ! The British, being militarily strong, expanded into many parts of the world to
establish their supremacy. Their settlements in North America contributed financially, 

n politically, educationally, and culturally.

The Irish, mostly poor and uneducated, came as voluntary and involuntary migrant 
workers.

The Dutch were skilled in trade and commerce. Most came because of their vision 
n of a better future.
H j j - - ■ ■

There is "no serious overall study of emigration from France ... . and nothing 
pj whatsoever about immigration to the United States."9 They appear to have assimilated with
j j other ethnic groups, or they returned to France. The Acadians were the exception. They

immigrated to Canada. Some moved from Canada back to the United States and settled in g| Louisiana.

A great wave of Italians, around the turn of the century, came from South Italy. 
P| Poverty, lack of economic opportunities, and inadequate education caused them to venture
Lj to America. Not only Italians, but also other immigrant groups, found jobs in the growing

industrial age in America.

i j Cultural Transition

j Depending on their ethnic background, some Europeans had no difficulty adapting
J to their new culture. The American culture is generally recognized as a product of Western

Civilization, which is a sum total of all contributing nations.
'I
J Anglo-Saxon, Germanic, and Dutch people, having more affinities with the British,

adapted with little difficulty.
I

J Latm nations had more problems. People from France, Italy, Portugal, and Spain
retained their ethnic identities. These groups have two classifications of ethnics, nuclear j ethnics and ethnic Americans.

Nuclear ethnics usually retain their cultures and identities. Ethnic Americans 
J downplay their identities and seek their places in the new mosaic society.

1
J
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Effect on Traditional Values

Language
Traditional values among Anglo/Saxon/Germanic communities, due to many 

similarities in their languages, were submerged by the predominant American-English 
language.

Family
The family continues as the greatest bastion of European Latins’ identity. This may 

also be true for Germanic religious groups-Amish, Hutterities, and Mennonites-who place 
value on Bible reading and their religious communities.

Religion
For Italians, French, and Spanish, migration to a perceived Protestant nation may 

have stiffened their resolve to retain the religious aspects of their cultural heritages. They 
may not be practicing, believing Catholics, but they would not surrender easily this part of 
their background. Their attitude toward religion may change only if they can be convinced 
it will be an improvement in their spiritual lifestyles. Until then, they will continue to hold 
to their religious traditions.

Interrelationships
The Anglo/Saxon/Germanic people make friend easily. For West Europeans with 

Catholic backgrounds, interrelationships become just another concentric circle moving from 
the family, relatives, and friends of the same nationality and religion. They may establish 
contact with other groups, but only seldom will their fellowship become deep and 
meaningful.

Time
Time spent apart from work and family is reserved for their people. Traditional 

activities have been transplanted to the new land. Regional or national clubs or other 
organizations came into being to prolong their feelings of home.

Education
Most Europeans set a high value on education. No sacrifice is spared to educate their 

children.

Possessions
Europeans place the same principles on possessions as they do on education. A few 

first-generation immigrants may have acquired substantial possessions and economic 
stability, but many second and third generations earn their slice of the "American Pie."

Pride
Pride swells in the heart of immigrants who have raised themselves from poverty to 

respectful American society. They maintain pride in their native lands.
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Projected Environment

Population Growth by A.D. 2000
The nineteenth century has an ever-increasing pattern of immigration peaks and 

valleys. The pattern went from a low 152,000 between 1820 and 1830 to 3,688,000 between 
1891 and 1900. The highest peak of immigration was from 1900 to 1910, when about 9 
million people entered the United States. Europeans made up most of the immigration 
pattern until about 1950.

European Population Projections in the United States 
(Foreign-Bom and Single Ancestry)

Source: 1980 America’s Ethnicity, Language Church Extension Division, Home Mission Board, SBC.

Year Ancestry
Number European 

Population

Total 
European 
Population

Percent 
of U.S.

Population

1980 Foreign-Born
Single Ancestry

4,074,401
43,597,943

47,672,344 20.75

1985 Foreign-Born
Single Ancestry

4,420,032
47,296,357

51,716,389 21.67

1990 Foreign-Born
Single Ancestry

4,776,665
51,112,484

55,889,149 21.97

2000 Foreign-Born
Single Ancestry

5,481,047
58,649,697

64,130,744 22.99

Significant Trends

Migration
European immigration has become significantly less over the years. Currently, other 

ethnic groups are coming to America from South America and Asian continents.

The South American immigrant population of foreign-bom and single ancestry will 
increase from 7.75 percent to a projected 8.58 percent of the U.S. population in A.D. 2000. 
The Asian population for the same year will increase from 1.52 percent to 1.68 percent, 
according to research of the Language Church Extension Division of the Home Mission 
Board.

Economic. Educational, and Cultural Trends
The economical, educational, and cultural trends of the Western European 
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population in the United States are hard to distinguish from the general American 
population. Due to spelling modifications or pronunciations of their names, acculturation, 
or other factors, it is often difficu.-: to identify second-, third-, and fourth-generation Western 
European Americans.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST EXPERIENCE
Brief History of Work Among Western Europeans

Baptist work among Western Europeans in North America was begun long before 
the Southern Baptist Convention organized in 1845.

Baptists who immigrated to America formed a small, unnoticed group of churches 
in the early 1700s. About 1770, they flourished and, by 1800, "they had outpaced all other 
religious bodies to become the largest religious group in America."10

The Triennial Convention, founded in Philadelphia in 1814, was the first national 
organization of Baptists. Although created to support foreign missions, it also engaged in 
home missions and education. Then, in 1832, the American Baptist Home Mission Society, 
a similar national body, was organized to take over the work of home missions. During 
the following years, doctrinal and missionary controversies arose. In 1830, after years of 
supporting national societies headquartered in the North, Baptists in the South began to 
advocate the formation of southern agencies.

Beginning of Work Among Ethnic Groups

Soon after the organization of the American Baptist Home Mission Society attention 
was directed to non-Anglo European immigrants. Efforts were made to evangelize the 
Welsh, Germans, and Scandinavians. In the 1840s, Baptists began ministry among the 
Swedish and Norwegians; in the 1850s, the Danish and beginning in the 1880s, the Finnish 
and Southern Europeans. By mid-nineteenth century, Southern Baptists began their work 
with European ethnic groups.

People Who Made Significant Contributions

Konrad A. Fleischmann, a German-bom Baptist preacher, is considered the first to 
work among German-speaking groups in the United States. He arrived in New York in 1839 
and began preaching in Newark, NJ. He later was appointed by American Baptists as 
missionary among German immigrants in Pennsylvania.

In 1842, he helped organize a German Baptist church-later named the Fleischmann 
Memorial Baptist Church-in Philadelphia. Other congregations were begun in New York 
City, Buffalo. Rochester, and Albany, N.Y.; St. Louis, Mo.; Chicago and Peoria, Ill.; and 
Baltimore, Md.
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In 1908, the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board (HMB) began an Italian work 
in Tampa, Fla.

Other works began in Birmingham, Ala., in 1922, and continued through the 
Immanuel Baptist Church. In recent years, the HMB has supported missions in California, 
Florida, the Great Lakes area, and the Northeast.

Armando Silverio and Giovanni Piemonte were two early leaders in ministry among 
Italians.

During the 1960s, Vincenzo Coacci was appointed to evangelize Italian Americans 
in Providence, R.I. In the 1970s, the HMB appointed Raffaele Manzi to evangelize Italians 
in New York City. Today, these two works are nonexistent. But a promising new work is 
developing in Jamestown, N.Y., under the leadership of Teddy Ward.

In 1983, Ward moved to Jamestown where he began the Southside Baptist Church. 
The majority of his members are American Italians, former Roman Catholics. Also in the 
congregation are Swedes; a few from Protestant backgrounds and a smaller number of 
Polish Roman Catholics.

Baptists began work among Spanish-speaking people, especially in Texas and New 
Mexico, prior to the Civil War. The work was interrupted by the war and was not resumed 
until 1880.

In more than 100 years of work, the Southern Baptist Convention has established 
about 1,200 Spanish-speaking congregations in the United States.

Attempts at mission work among the European French were unsuccessful. However, 
among Louisiana Cajuns-descendants of the Acadian French-there are 110 congregations. 
Among Haitians, who are of a French background and influence, there are 71 congregations.

Patterns of Growth

Patterns of growth, as confirmed through research and study of the Language Church 
Extension Division’s personnel, show few similarities and several differences.

The main elements for a successfill growth of mission work among Western 
Europeans in America may be the following:

• A commitment of the mission agency to send workers who will stay with the 
people through easy and hard times is crucial. A church building will be a 
convincing element that the church is not temporary.

• Only leaders with qualities acceptable to the community should be sent to serve 
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among European ethnics. Their teaching and preaching should be evangelistic. 
Most people have a religion. They will follow a new way only if they can acquire 
a deeper religious experience.

• Encouragement of laypeople’s participation and training of lay leaders and full- 
time leaders should begin immediately after the initiation of a mission work.

Accomplishments in Church Ministries

Recorded statistics of ethnic churches often are incomplete and span only a short 
period. However, from personal interviews by Language Church Extension Division 
personnel, ministeries existing among ethnic churches are preaching, personal evangelization, 
Bible studies, tract and Scripture distribution, radio ministries, printed material production, 
and counseling individuals and families. Successes of these ministries are different from 
church to church.

Projected Growth of Work by A.D. 2000

New Work
In its beginning, home mission work among Germanic people brought immediate 

results. But the Germans blended so well into English-speaking churches that today they 
cannot be easily distinguished. This may warrant reaching out to them through existing 
Southern Baptist churches, unless there is a need to evangelize in their native language.

French immigrants were low in number. They scattered across the United States. 
Many returned to France. Others established new cultural roots in nations such as Canada. 
In these nations, they have become separate identifiable groups needing to be addressed 
differently.

Spanish Americans, who came from Central and South America, remember their 
roots. Nevertheless, they developed a cultural heritage of their own, including elements from 
various national, racial, and tribal backgrounds. These people have to be addressed 
separately, because they cannot be identified as belonging to a particular European group.

Although emigration from Italy has been reduced to a mere trickle, the Italian 
community in America is still quite compact and formidable. Italians still present a 
tremendous challenge for ministry. New Southern Baptist works can be started wherever 
there is a high concentration of Italians.

Also, this may be the time to think boldly of crossing new frontiers. Southern Baptist 
work in Canada is growing. This could be the time when the Language Church Extension 
Division take he step of officially declaring first-generation Europeans and other language 
groups in C la a mission field. The Home Mission Board would need a leader able to 
bridge the ga. oetween the Board and the Canadian Baptist Convention. Canadian Baptists 
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may resent Southern Baptist work among English-speaking Canadians, but they may 
welcome help reaching ethnic groups.

Leaders Needed
Leaders may be the key to success or failure in reaching Western Europeans. 

Southern Baptists could tap state and associational Baptist leaders for references of 
potential mission workers. Promising new leaders may be challenged to involvement.

State and associational Baptist leaders could pinpoint high concentrations of Italian 
Americans and desired locations for new work. Along with the high concentrations, 
consideration should be given to difficulties involved. This would help place new workers 
where they would most likely succeed.

Nelson Rumore and Pietro Gasco are two young Baptist men who have an interest 
in reaching other Italian Americans with the gospel. They have enrolled in seminary, 
planning to work wherever God leads them.

Training Needed
Training can be carried out at different levels: the Continuing Education Unit 

program, Bible schools, Southern Baptist seminaries, and other training institutions. Leaders 
from mission fields, working with various ethnic groups, could teach a class on the history 
of national groups.

Materials Needed
A good library is necessary for training. Books can be in English and in languages 

spoken by teachers and students.

For missionary work, all kinds of materials are needed, such as literature and radio 
and television programs.

Facilities Needed
Financially, it is impossible for a building to be erected for each new congregation. 

However, when the group seems stable, it is wise to provide good accommodations as soon 
as possible.

Teddy Ward, pastor of Southside Baptist Church, Jamestown, N.Y., said their first- 
unit building-erected in 1985-was tangible proof of the church’s intention to the 
community. Ward says that two-thirds of the people he baptized were baptized that year.

Special Ministries
Transcultural Outreach-churches utilizing existing programs and facilities for 

reaching ethnic people in their communities-should be encouraged. And where possible, 
ministry, such as an International Sunday School Class, could be organized.

47



Materials in the language of the ethnic group, including cassettes for radio and 
television programs, could be shared with state, associational, and ethnic leaders.

Ministries should be encouraged. But the best encouragement is to lead missionaries 
to be creative in reaching people for Christ.

PROGRAM STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR ETHNIC AMERICA

Southern Baptist Program Needs
Most ethnic churches organize Sunday Schools, but there are considerable 

differences. For example, Italian Baptist Sunday Schools stop at age 12. In the United 
States, many Italian American evangelical churches have Sunday School through youth. 
Other Italian American congregations have Sunday School for all ages.

Common Characteristics
Western European congregations initiate Southern Baptist programs to suit their 

needs, Ethnic congregations often must be educated about Southern Baptist programs: 
Woman’s Missionary Union, Brotherhood, Sunday School, Stewardship, and others. Hence, 
the need for materials in ethnic languages.

When possible, ethnic leaders should be educated to develop a broader base of 
programs to help their churches grow.

Written by Mario Acacia, retired Home Missionary, Toronto, Canada
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EASTERN EUROPEANS

This paper examines various dimensions of refugees’ e nd immigrants’ lives in five 
Eastern European countries-Bu’garia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, and Romania-and 
their part of the American Mosaic.

Historical Background

The five Soviet Bloc countries discussed occupy 344,000 square miles, roughly 
equivalent to the combined areas of Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho. The population and 
ethnicity of these countries are listed in the following tables.

Population

Country
Population

Change1980 (estimated) 1984 (estimated)
Bulgaria 8,860,000 8,969,000 + 109,000

Czechoslovakia 15,320,000 15,466,000 + 146,000

Hungary 10,710,000 10,681,000 -29,000

Poland 35,580,000 36,887,000 +1,307,000

Romania 22,270,000 22,683,000 +413,000

Source: 1986 Almanac

Ethnicity

Country Ethnicity (1984 estimated)

Bulgaria 85% Bulgarians, 8.5% Turks

Czechoslovak! 65% Czechs, 30% Slovaks, 4% Hungarians

Hungary 92% Magyars, 2.5% Germans, 3% Gypsies

Poland 98% Poles, with Germans, Ukrainians, 
and Byelorussiansu equaling 2%

Romania 88.1% Romanians, 7.9% Hungarians, 
1.6% Germans

Source: .XJmanac



Political Factors and Philosophies

During the past several hundred years, Eastern Europeans have had to adjust-often 
with fear and trepidation-to three major political philosophies.

1. The Philosophies of Three Great Powers (1526-1918)-For 400 years after the 
Battle of the Mohacs (1526) Eastern Europe was under the domination of the 
Hapsburg and Ottoman Empires, and later, Czarist Russia. There was little true 
freedom under these powers, but the general masses are thought to have fared 
best under Turkish rule.

2. The Philosophies of the Dictators (1918-1948)-On January 8, 1918, President 
Woodrow Wilson, in his "Fourteen Points" speech, laid the foundation for the 
reorganization of Eastern Europe into its present geographical structure. 
However, these newly formed countries were not prepared to manage themselves. 
By 1939, all but Czechoslovakia were subjected to some type of dictatorial rule.

3. The Philosophy of Communism (1948-present)--Communist rule varies from 
country to country but the theme of carefiilly guarded centralized power remains 
the same.

In all three cases, the people’s philosophies were chosen for them. This is significant 
because under such conditions the freedoms of action and thought were, and still are, 
severely limited. Of course, the implications with respect to Christian evangelistic endeavors 
are evident.

Major Historial Events

Eastern Europe has experienced at least three major historical events within the past 
century. Although two of these were mentioned previously, they merit repetition.

The first event, the Formal Division of the Roman Empire (A.D. 395), is explained 
in John Dornberg’s book Eastern Europe: A Communist Kaleidoscope.

Eastern Europe’s history has been strongly influenced by the break up of the Roman 
Empire. Its formal division in A.D. 395 into Western and Eastern parts with two 
capitals-Rome and Byzantium (later renamed Constantinople and now known as Istanbul) 
-emanated from them and came to play decisive roles in the historical development of 
Eastern Europe . . . though it all happened so long ago, the importance of this ancient 
separation of Eastern Europe into two great spheres of influence simply cannot be 
overrated. It has left an indelible mark right into modem times?

The second event, The Reorganization of Eastern Europe (1918), was referred to by 
Dornberg as a "dream turned nightmare."
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Redrawing the map had created new nations but with boundaries that cut through 
the territories of some national minorities and forced others to live under one governmental 
administration with peoples whom they had hated for centuries ... all of this was bound to 
produce bitterness and hatred and to create future points of friction over borders, disputed 
zones, minorities and regional auonomy which were exploited as the pretext for World War 
II and which have still not been resolved.2

The third event, The Insidious Invasion of Communism (1948-present), came to 
Eastern Europe in a variety of ways but, in every case, few people understood what was 
transpiring. They were victims of their ignorance. Domberg explains.

These (Communist Party) takeovers were political power plays, in more or less 
democratic disguise. The technique varied from country to country... even Hitler 
was democratically elected in 1933 and then used legal, constitutional "emergency 
powers" to do away with constitutional rights and guarantees. In some countries of 
Eastern Europe it took only a few weeks or months to establish totalitarian rule; in 
others a few years.3

The 1945 Yalta Conference also played significant roles in historical pilgrimages of 
Eastern European countries.

At Yalta, President Franklin Roosevelt’s primary concern was winning the war, 
which included defeating Japan as exp - ditiously as possible. As noble as Roosevelt’s motives 
were, Eastern Europe-especially Poland-paid dearly for his victories. The democracy 
expected in relation to this third event evolved into twentieth-century manifestations of the 
legendary Trojan Horse.

Educational Systems

Eastern Europe’s educational systems are unashamedly tough and demandings These 
systems vary from country to country but normally include programs of study at the primary 
(ages 6-13), secondary (ages 14-17), and university (ages 18+) levels. Education at the 
primary level is compulsory. Enrollment in secondary and university levels is optional. 
Emphasis is placed on teaching students what to think rather than training them to think 
for themselves.

Consequently, the educational systems of these countries serve as excellent 
instruments for training and grooming model Eastern European <:tizens. Students are 
subjected to huge doses of Communist political theory and are expect., d to master, without 
question, these academic and pragmatic principles. To do otherwise is to invite undesirable 
consequences. To be fair, these educational systems have produced some of the world’s 
greatest minds.

52



Economic Base

With the exceptions of Hungary and Po’ an. . virtually all industry, business, commerce 
and trade in Soviet Bloc countries "are owner ana operated by the govemments-everything 
from mines, factories, and department store s to newspaper stands, shoe shops, and beauty 
parlors. Everyone from the butcher and th j baker to the candlestick maker, either directly 
or indirectly works for the State."4

Only Hungary and Poland, in recent years, eschewed rigid state and government 
ownership and experienced success in doing so. Both countries are ranked, among their 
Soviet Bloc counterparts, as having the highest degrees of private enterprise and trade.

Cultural and Linguistic Characteristics in Region of Origin

Most Eastern Europeans a e bilingual or multilingual, and capable of functioning in 
a variety of settings. The following table indicates the language/dialects spoken in these 
countries.

Country Languages/Dialects
Bulgaria 
Czechoslovakia 
Hungary 
Poland 
Romania

Bulgarian, Turkish, Greek 
Czech, Slovak, Serbo-Croatian 
Hungarian (Magyar) 
Polish, German, Russian 
Romanian, Hungarian, German

Cultural Diversity

Country Ethnic Groups (1984 estimate) Ethnic Ancestry

Bulgaria 85% Bulgarians, 8.5% Turks Slavs, Turkic Bulgars
Czechoslovakia 65% Czechs, 30% Slovaks, 

4% Hungarians
Slovaks, Magyars

Hungary 92% Magyars, 2.5% Germans, 
3% Gypsies

Slavs, Magyars

Poland 98% Poles, Germans, Ukranians, 
and less than 1% Byelorussians

Slavs

Romania 88.1% Romanians, 7.9% Hungarians,
1.6% Germans

Proto-Thracians, 
Dacians

Source: 1986 Almanac
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Values

Family
Patriarchal, intimate and large des !be the Eastern European family of centuries 

past. However, like many traditions, East, n European family life has changed. These 
changes include an increase in the number of women working outside the home, higher 
divorce rates, lower fertility rates, and perhaps most importantly, major modifications in the 
traditional patriarchal family model. Close, intimate family relationships are still valued and 
maintained whenever possible.

Education
Historically, Eastern Europeans have valued t ducation. Communist regimes, believing 

knowledge is power, have always made education as much a part of their platforms as 
revolution. Illiteracy, once widespread, has been virtually eliminated. Schooling is universal 
and free.

Today education is still highly prized and perceived by young Eastern Europeans as 
a ticket to a better life. Consequently, few young people are willing to work at menial jobs, 
and this worries Communist leaders. One concerned Eastern European economist warned, 
"We face the danger of becoming an economically stagnant, improverished nation made up 
entirely of professors and intellectuals."

Possessions
In centuries past, the dichotomy between the rich and poor of what is now Eastern 

Europe was much sharper than today. There were vassals, those who had capital, usually 
land; and there were serfs, those who served the vassals in exchange for military protection 
and other services. These Eastern Europeans soon believed that a man’s life consisted of 
the abundance of his possessions. This attitude is still prevalent today.

In twentieth-century Eastern Europe, where one waits in line for practically 
everything, possessions represent not only an investment of money, but also of time and 
energy. Automobiles are the craze, and they are at a premium. An average wait for a car 
is about four years. Eastern Europeans highly value their posses dons, which represent status 
and prestige.

Religion
Attitudes toward religion vary from country to country bi t "the . sore nationalistic a 

country’s Communist government, the more tolerant and friendlj it is to- ard its established 
church because that church played a key role in history, unified . nd def e nded the country, 
and is a fountain of national identity and pride."5

For example, Poland and its Roman Catholic Church arc virtually inseparable in 
almost every dimension of life.
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Early Eastern Europeans were fatalists. Religion was serious business and to view it 
in any other way could conceivably evoke the implacable wrath of God. Humor and levity 
had no place in this area of Eastern European life. These views are commonly held by many 
Eastern Europeans today.

Time
Eastern Europeans value their time and are usually punctual.

Interrelationships
Eastern Europeans are nationalists first and communists second. Proud of their 

countries and cultures, they take a dim view of ethnic jokes. They are known for their 
warmth and extreme loyalty. They view integrity as a desirable quality.

Food
Food plays a significant role in Eastern European life. In many families, the evening 

meal is a cherished and guarded event during which news is shared, views are discussed, the 
individual is affirmed and confidence is built.

Pride
Eastern Europeans are proud of their respective cultures and ethnic backgrounds. 

The Hungarians, for example, take great pride in the fact that Franz Liszt, the virtuoso 
pianist and composer, is a native Hungarian. The Polish rejoice in the kinship of Pope John 
Paul II.

Religion

The following table shows the religions of the Soviet Bloc.

Source: 1986 World Almanac

Country Religions

Bulgaria 85% Orthodox, 13% Moslem

Czechoslovakia Roman Catholic (majority), Lutherans, 
Orthodox

Hungary 67% Roman Catholic, 25% Protestant

Poland 95% Roman Catholic

Romania 80% Orthodox, 6% Roman Catholic
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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: CURRENT CONTEXT

Migration Patterns

The United States has witnessed at least two major periods of migration from the 
Eastern European community. The first migration took place during 1900-1910 and the 
second, 40 years later during 1940-1949. Most of these immigrants, although farmers, often 
had to accept positions in American industry. This explains their settlement in large 
industrial cities such as New York, Detroit, and Chicago. However, many Eastern European 
immigrants were able to make their way to Midwestern states where they returned to what 
they knew best-agriculture.

Economic and Employment Factors

Eastern European immigrants who came to the United States were usually farmers 
who lacked marketable skills. Consequently, they became blue-collar workers.

The second and third generations of these immigrants mastered the English language, 
adapted to American life, graduated from institutions of higher learning, and eventually 
secured white-collar positions. Today Eastern Europeans are well represented in a variety 
of professional fields, such as education, business administration, and science.

Educational Levels

As previously mentioned, Eastern Europeans cherish and respect education. This 
same high regard for education persists among the Eastern European community in the 
United States.

Cultural Transition

Joseph Ryan, in his book White Ethnics-Life in Working Class America, discusses 
two stages of the assimilation process.

The first, cultural assimilation (or acculturation) involves the ethnic group’s 
acceptance of the dominant culture’s language, dress, diet, and other daily customs. This 
state is often quickly accomplished because it requires only observation and daily contact 
with the dominant culture, though it may be virtually one-sided.

The second stage includes the processes of structural assimilation in which the ethnic 
groups are assimilated into the dominant culture’s primary social groupings-play and peer 
groups, country clubs, and neighborhoods. Being so accepted takes place much more slowly 
than.cultural assimilation, and is one of the areas where distinct ethnic groupings still persist 
in American society.6
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In Eastern Europe, "community" was, and still is, a key concept. Individuals usually 
sacrificed their dreams for the benefit of others. This sacrificial attitude bound the family 
into a harmonious unit.

Once in America, however, the Eastern European community is immediately 
subjected to pressures that are often inimical to the values and customs they have cherished 
all of their lives.

There are four classes of ethnic cultural assimilation. Nuclear ethnics usually 
experience some degree of success in cultural assimilation but for a myriad of reasons they 
retain the structures of their native countries and fail to assimilate structurally.

Ethnic Americans normally will realize significant success in their endeavors to 
assimilate culturally and structurally. They often attempt to discover their personal histories 
(e.g., Alex Haley, Roots). These ethnics usually learn to live in two worlds simultaneously 
but often experience considerable stress doing so.

American ethnics, who usually learn the values of their parents, are more American 
than ethnic and do not subject their children to the "old ways." American ethnics do, 
however, realize they are different from typical Americans and often seek their cultural 
roots.

P] Invisible ethnics--Europeans-may appear to be 100 percent American but, in fact,
U have retained just enough of their culture to create degrees of discomfort in dominant

society structures. More importantly, invisible ethnics often do not understand the cause(s) 
( | of this discontent.

Effect on Traditional Values

As previously mentioned, ethnics, as well as all people, are in process. This means 
that ethnics usually will replace their mother tongue with that of the dominant culture. This 
process, of course, takes place gradually.

Family
In America, the survival of the fittest philosophy is the way of life. This attitude 

places emphasis on the importance of the individual and is antithetical to the community 
concept of the traditional Eastern European family. But strong family relationships and ties 
are continually encouraged and maintained with considerable success.

Education
The educational systems of Eastern Europe do not encourage dialectical thinking and 

make no provisions for it. For Eastern Europeans, once in America, education takes on a 
new meaning-thinking for yourself. They are confronted with the challenge of synthesizing 
two different systems of education.
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Possessions
It does not take long for Eastern Europeans to acquaint themselves with the 

American version of materialism. They soon learn that for the required number of American 
dollars, it is possible to obtain those things they dream of having. People who, in most cases, 
have never owned very much find this concept attractive. Consequently, ethnics often set out 
in pursuit of the dollars what will enable them to realize their dreams. They are often 
successful in their endeavors.

Religion
Eastern Europeans often find America’s religions confusing. They are not only 

overwhelmed by the number of denominations, but are shocked by American expressions 
of faith. Liturgy, church architecture, music, and preaching are a few of the things which 
shock ethnics. Some Eastern Europeans readily attempt to adapt to these things. Others do 
so reluctantly, and still others do not try at all.

Time
Eastern Europeans are usually surprised by the "instant" dimension of American life: 

instant coffee, instant food, instant money. It is a welcome alternative to waiting in long 
lines for purchasing many items in their homelands.

Pride
Upon arriving in America, many ethnics are confronted with the crucial question: 

"Who am I?" Many ethnics never resolve this question and, as a result, suffer from a host 
of identity crises. Some ethnics are able to find and accept themselves and realize their 
potential. Usually it is these ethnics who come to appreciate themselves, people around 
them, and the countries in which they live.

Projected Environment
Population Growth by A.D. 2000

According to the U.S. Census, the Polish community is making the biggest 
demographic impact of Eastern Europeans in America. If the present trend continues, more 
than 80,000 new Polish immigrants will arrive in the United States by A.D. 2000. Other 
Eastern European countries will make less of an impact-Czechslavakia, 12,000; Hungary 
13,000; Romania, 40,000.

Significant Trends

A most significant trend is the ever-increasing impact being made by Eastern 
Europeans in and on America. As second- and third-generation Eastern Europeans mature, 
they occupy positions of influence on American life. One of these is the gifted Romanian 
gymnastics coach, Bela Karolyi, who had much to do with the success of Olympic champion 
Mary Lou Retton.
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Other Eastern Europeans, such as scientist Eugene Wigner and symphony conductor 
Eugene Ormandy, make major contributions in their fields of expertise.

The ethnic community is being recognized as a powerful force in America. This is 
significant because with power comes the freedom to change one’s Sitz in Leben-life 
context-and in America, that’s the goal for Christians and non-Christians.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST EXPERIENCE 
A Brief History of Southern Baptist Work

In 1893, Marie Buhlmaier moved to Baltimore, Md., at the urging of the First 
German Baptist Church, Annie Armstrong (president of Baltimore Woman’s Missionary 
Union), and the Home Mission Board, to work among the thousands of immigrants arriving 
through the city’s seaport. Fluent in German and English, Buhlmaier launched a program 
of Christian social ministries and language ministries, although these terms were not in 
existence.

In 1896, Southern Baptists had the distinction of being the only denomination with 
a female missionary engaged in immigrant work.

With no role model or program to follow, Buhlmaier simply made herself available 
to people. Many families were separated by illnesses developed aboard ship enroute to 
America. Buhlmaier became the only means of communication between quartined family 
members and those waiting for their release. Many families arrived with no money and with 
small children who soon became hungry. From her own resources, Buhlmaier provided 
emergency food. At times, she gave away her own lunch.

Upon hearing of her sacrifice, the Home Mission Board established the Immigrant 
Emergency Fund.

There was constant need for Scriptures in many languages. Buhlmaier requested New 
Testaments in German, Yiddish, Russian, Italian, Flemish, French, Spanish, and Lithuanian 
from the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. She fashioned an 
oilcloth apron with many pockets to hold the Bibles, ready for distribution. Buhlmaier had 
a golden opportunity to meet the immigrants as they landed in America, extend them a 
friendly hand, and introduce them to the gospel as the first gift of their new land.

Not all immigrants stayed in the United States. Many became disillusioned, 
discouraged over the death of loved ones, ill, and homesick. Some departed from Baltimore 
with a word of Christian compassion from Buhlmaier.

Buhlmaier’s work with the immigrants was not always easy. During World War I she 
was thought by many to be a German spy. Consequently, her work was hindered. But she 
remained faithful, and ministries she began continue today.
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Ministries to Russians
Southern Baptist work among Russians began in 1921, when a few Russian Baptist 

students from William Fetler’s Russian Bible and Educational Institute of Philadelphia 
asked for help in reaching their countrymen, who were thronging into Locust Point, Md. 
They were permitted use of the Good Will Center. Soon Mrs. W.W. Webb and Minnie 
Ebaugh, missionaries at the center, were involved in the effort.

S. Diachenko was engaged as a native missionary. A mission church developed but 
never grew to be large, because the leaders only received into membership those whom they 
felt were wholeheartedly dedicated to Christ.

Some of the newly converted Russians desired to return to their homeland, or as near 
to it as they could get, to carry the gospel and aid their fellow Russians. Eight Russian 
missionaries went out from the group. They kept in touch with Diachenko and reported over 
3,000 conversions.

By the late 1920s, most Russian immigrants had moved from Baltimore and the 
mission ceased its growth. When the depression made it necessary to close some missions, 
the Russian work was sacrificed.

Ministries to Czechoslovakians
During World War I, a group of Czechoslovak Baptists emigrated to the United 

States and settled in Prince George County, Va. They began searching for a place to hold 
worship services. They secured the use of a local store and, in 1918, began a fruitful 
ministry.

With the guidance of Kaspar Komel, a converted Catholic; C.S. Dodd, a physician; 
Frank Cech; John Bulan and churches of the Petersburg Baptist Association, a mission 
among Slovaks was established in Hopewell, Va. in 1927. This congregation purchased a 
building, named itself the Czecho-Slovak Oakland Baptist Church. In 1929, the congregation 
was received into the Petersburg Baptist Association.

The church grew. On September 14, 1969, it began construction of an educational 
building.

Significant Contributors

A review of Southern Baptist ministries among Eastern Europeans would be 
incomplete without mentioning key individuals such as: Marie Buhlmaier, who worked 
among European immigrants; Paul Rogosin, Minnie Ebaugh, Mrs. W.W. Webb, and S. 
Diachenko involved in ministry among Russians; Kaspar Komel, C.S. Dodd, Frank Cech, 
and John Bulan who work among Czechoslovakians, and Elias Golonka, who worked among 
all Eastern Europeans.
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Patterns of Growth

There is a close relationship between the emigration of Eastern Europeans and the 
growth of Southern Baptist ministries among them. Consequently, Southern Baptist work 
among these people bloomed during the early and middle years of the twenthieth century. 
We hope to continue to capitalize on similar opportunities in the future.

Accomplishments in Church Programs

As current statistics indicate, Eastern Europeans are receptive to Southern Baptist 
programs and ministries. Bible study and Vacation Bible School are two of their favorite 
church programs.

Current Eastern European Congregations

Ethnic Group ________ Number of Units

Hungarian 6

Polish 6

Romanian 14

Russian 2

Ukrainian 11

TOTAL 39

Projected Growth of Work by A.D. 2000

New Work

As increasing numbers of Eastern Europeans emigrate to the United States, new 
works must be started among them. Southern Baptists can anticipate new mission 
opportunities among Eastern European professionals, who often reside in larger 
metropolitan areas, as well as among Eastern European American Ethnics. The latter of 
these are the future of Eastern European ministry.

Leaders Needed

Qualified leaders are currently needed to respond to opportunities for ministry 
among the Eastern European community. "Qualified" refers to people who are willing and 
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able to translate/interpret the gospel accurately and creatively to specified language groups.

Training Needed

To minister effectively to Eastern Europeans some awareness and understanding of 
their cultures are required. Ibis training can be seminars, literature and video presentations. 
Knowledge of their beliefs, attitudes, values, and thought patterns can only enhance the 
ministry among Eastern Europeans.

Materials Needed

There is great need for materials to assist Eastern Europeans in understanding 
Southern Baptist doctrine and policy. Many Eastern Europeans, having come from 
Catholic/Orthodox backgrounds, experience difficulty comprehending some Southern Baptist 
theologies. Carefully prepared literature and, when possible^ seminary training help clarify 
these theologies.

Facilities Needed

Eastern Europeans are familiar with majestic cathedrals found in their respective 
countries of origin. These structures are often expressions of their theologies 
-transcendence/omnipotence of God-and, as such, must not be regarded as unimportant.

Many of the large Southern Baptist congregations who worship in large 
sanctuaries/worship centers may have special appeal to Eastern Europeans.

Special Ministries Needed

English classes are well received and well attended by the Eastern European 
community. Classes may provide opportunities for sharing the gospel and also may be used 
for language missions training.

In addition, it may be possible to develop programs of ministry through cultural 
activities.

Written by Ron Meron, former National Missionary, HMB
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GREEKS IN AMERICA

Greece, from 1900 to 1925, was recovering from a revolution that earned their 
independence from the Turks. As Greece formed its borders, a major move began to free 
some of the Greek colonies in Asia Minor. Those colonies had been ruled by the Turks 
since the fifth century. The major military powers supporting the Greek government 
withdrew their support, and the outnumbered Greek army was defeated.

Greeks, living in the cities where the apostle Paul had once preached, were ousted 
from their homes. They left their businesses in the hands of the Turkish troops and fled to 
the seaports along the Asia Minor Coast. There, they could cross to the mainland of Greece 
on fishing vessels and migrate to their poor homeland or continue on to the West were they 
would have to start from the beginning.

So, thousands of Greek refugees came to the United States. Many of them settled 
in areas populated with people from their homeland. Many of these communities existed 
along the eastern coast.

Another massive movement from Greece occurred when a 1954 U.S. immigration law 
favored Russian-born Greek refugees. That act brought several thousand people to the 
already existing Greek communities on America’s eastern coast. Some of these groups 
eventually found their way farther west.

This influx of Greeks continued well into the 1960s. At that time, Greece’s economy 
was unstable, its political scene, uncertain. These factors caused massive immigration of 
Greeks to the United States and Canada.

Although the 1954 immigration law is no longer in effect, the United States has a 
constant flow of Greek immigrants due to marriages between Greek residents in the United 
States and Greek nationals. Another reason for present-day immigration is the Greek 
custom of having the whole family together. Immigrants in the United States work and save 
to bring family members to America. Within five to eight years, chains of relatives 
immigrates within five to eight years.

History of Southern Baptist Involvement

Southern Baptist involvement with Greek immigrants began in recent years. Only 
one home missionary works among Greeks in the Northeast, specifically around Boston. This 
work started in 1979. Today there are Greek congregations in Boston, Mass.; Chicago, Ill.; 
and Ontario and Quebec, Canada. Sixty-two new congregations are projected by A.D. 2000.

The Foreign Mission Board has one missionary in Greece who works among the 
nationals in cooperation with existing evangelical churches. This is the result of evangelical 
churches’ experience with Southern Baptists in America. Many of these churches are looking 
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to Southern Baptists for material and human resources. Evangelicals make up .5 percent of 
the total population. Southern Baptist work in Greece receives coordination and input from 
Greek Southern Baptist churches in the United States and Canada and from the Foreign 
Mission Board.

Contributions to America

People with Greek heritages such as Michael Dukakis, governor of Massachusetts; 
Spiro Agnew, former vice president of the United States; and hundreds of other government 
officials across the nation contribute to America’s political life.

Several Greek professors teach in schools such as the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and Harvard University. Individuals with Greek heritages work in the medical 
field. Major Greek names in the U.S. entertainment field are Telly Savalas, John Kasavetis, 
and Cat Stevens. Many successful American businessmen, such as Tom Phillips, vice 
president of Raytheon Company, claim Greek heritages. On Forbes Magazine’s list of 
America’s 250 richest people were two Greek Americans who built fortunes of more than 
$250 million.

Demographics

American-born Greeks make up the largest number of the U.S. population. These 
individuals range in age from 25 to 65 years. The ages of the foreign-born range from 25 to 
44. The 1980 U.S. Census indicated that 615,882 people identified themselves as Greeks.

According to the 1980 U.S. Census, a major concentration of Greeks are in New 
England and in the Middle and South Atlantic regions. The most concentrated areas in the 
West are primarily in California. The heavy concentration in the East is due to earlier 
settlements. Relatives and friends who followed those first immigrants crowded into these 
areas. Over the years, many Greeks who adopted the American language and culture moved 
West.

Economics

Family incomes of native-bom Greeks are higher than incomes of the foreign-bom. 
This difference is understandable, because native-born Greeks can get jobs in government 
and industry. The foreign-bom must be artisans and kindred workers. The native-born are 
educated professional and technical workers. About half of the native-born Greeks have 
high school educations. Only a fourth of foreign-bom Greeks completed high school.

Cultural Factors and Values

Role of the Family
In the Greek home, the father is dominant. He makes all decisions pertaining to the 

family, including education of children and money issues. When children reach 19-20 years 
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of age, they are no longer under their father’s influence. However, there are strong intra- 
family relationships among older, married family members. Greek parents assist their older 
children financially. It is not unusual to see a father-son partnership in business.

Significant Traditions
People of Greek heritage are bound by patriotism and religion. They observe national 

and religious holidays as they did in the "old country." Their two big religious holidays are 
Christmas and Easter, placing a greater emphasis on Easter than other European groups. 
Most Greeks also observe 10 saint days and Greek Independence Day, March 25. On 
October 28, they celebrate the Greek victory over the Italian occupation army in 1940.

Characteristics
Typical Greeks are proud of their ancestors, regardless of their knowledge of 

Greece’s history.

In the United States, Greeks have capitalized on every opportunity to achieve a 
better way of life for themselves and their children. They like to stay in one place and 
establish a business. Greeks are hard workers and adventurers. They are competitive and 
stay in a race even when things are not going well.

Dominant Religious Groups
The official church of Greece is the Greek Orthodox. Since the Byzantine Empire, 

the church has had a say in the country’s politics. The church’s misuse of its influence on 
the people led to corruption. People who spoke against the hierarchy were labeled as 
traitors.

The Turks occupied Greek Eastern Mediterranean regions for four centuries. During 
this occupation, priests helped preserve their native language by leading secret schools. The 
church took that as a stepping stone to proclaim that only a devout orthodox could be a 
patriot. This was, and is, the major influence of the church.

If a Greek couple--of which at least one is Greek Orthodox-marry in a church other 
than the Greek Orthodox, the Greek Orthodox Church does not recognize the validity of 
the marriage. Until recently, consulates across the United States were not allowed to change 
the names of brides of such marriages. Their Greek passports retained their maiden names.

Language Usage and Friendships
Greek children in the United States usually learn English. The children quickly 

become bilingual while their parents learn limited English. First and second generations 
continue to speak Greek, but it fades as they become Americanized.

Although they adopt the American culture, most Greeks remain friends with people 
of Greek Origin and observe the customs of their parents. Members of the Greek community 
usually try to support those in need. Parents usually prefer that their children marry people

66



from the Greek community.

Time
If there is a business meeting to attend, nothing is more precious than time. A Greek 

will be aware of time. For recreation or a nonessential meeting, time is unimportant. If a 
person wanted to start at 3:00 p.m., he or she would have to call the meeting for 2:15 p.m., 
in order to have everyone there.

Education
Some Greeks come to the United States for their children’s education. Occasionally 

a family will come to the United States, work hard to put their children through college, and 
return to Greece as soon as their children graduate. Often the children stay, and their 
parents return to Greece.

Value of Property
Most Greeks invest their money in what they feel are certain successes. Usually a 

Greek investor starts by buying a small apartment building. His or her family lives in one 
apartment and rents the others. Soon the investor buys a second building, and so on. Later, 
they invest in businesses such as restaurants, gas stations, and real estate offices.

Money
Money is the key motivator of a Greek to dare opportunities in which to grow 

financially. Some Greeks invest their money in Greece as well as in the United States.

Cultural Factors Affecting Evangelism

Greeks believe that, if you are bom Greek Orthodox, you are automatically Christian. 
They do not believe in personal salvation. They view life on earth as hell; dying is 
deliverance. They pray to the virgin Mary and other saints so their businesses and other 
affairs will run properly. It is inconceivable to a Greek that he or she could have the 
Christian characteristics described in the Bible. Only a holy person-a monk or priest--who 
lives apart from the world can have those characteristics.

Style of Evangelism
The one-to-one approach is the best method of reaching Greeks with the gospel. 

Greeks avoid direct confrontation with the gospel. Before presenting the gospel to Greeks, 
one must gain their trust. They must feel that the person witnessing has a genuine interest 
in them. A good avenue for getting to know a Greek is to ask him or her to teach you 
modem Greek from a Greek-translated New Testament. When an opportunity to share the 
gospel arises, stress the personal relationship with Jesus Christ--the only mediator between 
God and man.

Hints for a Successful Ministry
1. Do not bring up subjects about which they have firm ideas (i.e., icons, saints, 
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incense). Don’t be antagonistic. If they bring up such subjects, postpone your answers; 
proceed with the gospel message, and ask them to read from the Bible.

2. Talk about Paul’s visits to Greece. Tell them, in story form, the message he 
preached. Be prepared to back the story with Scripture references.

3. Do not correct them when they say something contrary to the Bible. Continue 
sharing the gospel.

4. Have a Greek believer with you, if possible.

5. Encourage them to tell you about Greek history. Stay away from politics. 
Remember, you are representing the Lord Jesus Christ.

6. Allow the Holy Spirit to work. Do not try to bring Greek converts immediately 
into the church to embrace membership. They should be discipled in home Bible studies 
before they would be ready to come to any formal worship setting.

7. Use a New Testament or Bible approved by the Greek Orthodox Church.

8. Use social fellowships. Invite Greeks to talk, for coffee, and other social events. 
Use these occasions to bring up the subject of God. Ask a Greek, or a person of Greek 
origin, who is a believer, to invite relatives or friends to a Bible discussion. Home Bible 
Fellowships are the best way to minister among Greeks. They are hospitable, and sometimes 
will invite you to start a Bible fellowship in their homes.

9. Tell them about Greek radio ministries in their communities. Often, a radio 
ministry is the most direct way of getting into a Greek home with the gospel.

Written by Ignatius Meimaris, Language Missions Program Leader, Baptist Convention of New England, Northborough, Mass.
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EUROPEAN BAPTISTS IN AMERICA

This paper is to provide information on European ethnic groups with which the 
Language Church Extension Division has established work. History of Baptist work in their 
homelands is given, because in some cases Baptist beginnings among those peoples in 
America are linked to their native countries.

The first group discussed is the Russian/Ukrainian group. This section is the longest 
for two reasons. First, the most information is available on these people. Second, this is the 
largest group entering the United States at present, with whom there is great potential for 
new work to be started. This section is followed by sections on Polish Baptists, Romanians, 
Hungarians, Greeks, and Italians.

Baptists in Russia: An Historical Background

Christianity became the official religion of the country we now call the Soviet Union 
in 988, when Prince Vladimir of Kiev was baptized according to the Eastern Orthodox rite. 
Some sources say Christianity was known 100 years before in Kievan Rus. Evidence points 
to the existence of a church in Kiev since the late ninth century. Apparently, most of 
Vladimir’s subjects accepted his new religion without much resistance, since no other 
organized religion had existed in the land. Orthodoxy was not without its opponents in 
Russia; however, quite a number of sects broke away from the official church throughout 
the centuries. Some sects were among the first Ukrainian/Russian converts to the Baptist 
faith.1

1 The sect that contributed the most converts was called the Molokans, or milk-drinkers. 
They believed strongly in the authority of the Bible for their faith, but rejected rituals, 
including Baptism. The name derives from their rebellious practice of drinking milk during 
Lent, something forbidden by the Orthodox church. For further information on early 
Russian Protestants, see Serge Bolshakoff s Russian Nonconformity, The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, 1950.

The roots of Baptists in Ukraine and Russia are in part traced back to German 
Pietists residing in the Baltic region during the reign of Peter the Great. From his youth, 
Peter had a great affinity for the West and was especially interested in Prussia.

Catherine the Great, a German princess, ascended the Russian throne in the late 
eighteenth century, having overthrown her inept husband Peter III, and subsequently brought 
into the Black Sea region large numbers of German settlers. For the most part, these 
people were highly devoted to studying the Scriptures. Members of the Russian nobility 
were drawn by the Pietists’ teachings. Literature was translated and distributed. Later the 
Russian Bible Society was founded, through which the whole Bible was eventually translated 

69



into the vernacular. The Pietists’ drive for evangelism would have a strong impact in the 
second half of the century.

German Protestants, among them Mennonites and Nazarenes, who were brought into 
Russian territory, were granted freedom to practice their religions as they desired. They 
were, however, forbidden to proselytize among the native Orthodox believers.

In 1867, a German pastor began to organize people in the Ukrainian province of 
Kherson for Bible study. They came to be called "Stundists," meaning "hour," signifying their 
meetings. Another group of these Stundists emerged in the province of Ekaterinoslav in 
1879. This was a result of the conversions of numerous Ukrainian peasants.2 Baptists also 
appeared in Transcaucasia, where local Molokans were converted by former Lutheran 
Martin Kalweit, who convinced them of the Scriptural basis for baptism.

2 The Stundists apparently rejected Baptism until the renowned German missionary 
Johann Oncken visited their communities and persuaded them that Baptism was Scriptural.

3 The Pashkovites, due to the influence o?' Plymouth Brethren and Lord Radstock, did 
not ordain leaders, baptize, or maintain membership roles.

Another group of Evangelicals developed in St. Petersburg (now Leningrad) in the 
1860s, as a result of the preaching of English revivalist Lord Radstock. Many Russians from 
the upper crust of society were converted to Evangelical faith by Lord Radstock. Perhaps 
the most prominent was V.A. Pashkov, a colonel in the Imperial Guards, for whom the new 
believers would be named "Pashkovites."3 He became an ardent propagandist for his newly 
found faith. He eventually made efforts to unite his followers with the Ukrainian Stundists, 
the Transcaucasian Baptists, and the Molokans. His attempts failed, but Pashkov was 
ultimately banished to Paris for his rebellion against the Orthodox Church.

An enthusiastic leader who followed Pashkov was Ivan Prokhanov, a Baptist from the 
Caucasus. In 1908, he succeeded in forming the Union of the Evangelical Christians. He 
associated with the Evangelicals in St. Petersburg, because the views of Russian Baptists 
were too rigid for him. The first Evangelical Theological College in Russia was founded by 
Prokhanov in 1913.

Caucasian Baptists formed their own union in 1884, calling it the Russian Baptist 
Union. Pashkov’s dream of unifying these groups would not be fulfilled until 1944, when the 
Evangelicals and Baptists finally came to terms and formed the Council of the United 
Baptists and the Evangelical Christians.

The farther development of Evangelical Christianity is characterized by periods of 
tremendous growth, only to be marred by intermittent periods of severe repression. As the 
numbers of Russian Stundists and Baptists increased, the orthodox leaders became alarmed 
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at the seepage from their state churches. They launched a campaign to smother Stundism 
by setting up a missionary society devoted to that cause. As a result of this policy, most 
Evangelical leaders had been imprisoned or exiled by 1917. Orthodox leaders successfully 
persuaded authorities to forbid Studists’ meetings, to confiscate their buildings, and even to 
take their children away. By 1894, all Stundist activities were proscribed, and their passports 
marked "Stundist."

The first third of the twentieth century is replete with short periods of toleration, 
interrupted by harsh persecution. Opposition to nonorthodox believers was strong until the 
short-lived liberal revolution of 1905. Then, tensions relaxed for about four years before new 
restrictions were imposed. Gatherings outside the church were limited, minors could not be 
evangelized, and police were authorized to attend prayer meetings. The October revolution 
again issued in a time of freedom and expansion for evangelical believers. The Bolsheviks 
were against the strong Orthodox church, and took measures to break its power by aiding 
the evangelicals. In 1918, the separation of church and state was declared. The evangelicals 
experienced phenomenal growth.4

4 While Russian prisoners of war spent time in German prison camps during the first 
world war, many of them were converted to evangelical faith. Upon their return to Russia, 
an awakening began to sweep through the country.

5 Walter Sawatsky, Soviet Evangelicals Since World War II, Scottdale, Pa: Herald Press, 
1981, p. 46.

Five years later, the country’s new leaders became disenchanted with the evangelicals 
for their antimilitarist stance. Thus began a period of ruthless persecution that lasted until 
the 1940s.

In April 1929, "The RSFSR Law on Religious Associations" was introduced. Walter 
Sawatsky summarizes the law in his book Soviet Evangelicals Since World War II. 
Participation of minors was again severely restricted, clergymen and preachers had to limit 
their activities to the residences of their members. Nonregistered activities were forbidden. 
The law forbade creation of any mutual credit societies or cooperative commercial undertak
ings; giving material aid to members; and all auxiliary activities such as special meetings for 
children, youth, and women, excursions, children’s playgrounds, libraries, and so forth. This 
law and the official instruction for its execution which followed shortly thereafter served as 
the pretext for closing most of the churches, arresting the ministers, and bringing evangelical 
church life to a standstill. A corresponding change in the constitution in 1930 still granted 
believers the right to practice religious ritual but withdrew the right to religious propa
ganda.5 Punishment for any infraction of the law was harsh. The two unions were forced 
to disband.

Stalin became more tolerant of believers during World War II, when he needed all 
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the patriotism he could muster. In July 1944, he created the Council for the Affairs of 
Religious Cults to serve as a liaison between the government and registered churches. Times 
were still difficult for congregations that refused to register with, or were denied registration 
by, the government. They continued to endure arrests and hard sentences. However, 
membership in evangelical churches increased during and following the war. Revivals broke 
out and sources indicate that whole villages were converted. Official numbers actually de
creased, possibly because many members opposed the unification of the Evangelical and 
Baptists? With the death of Stalin, many of those who had been arrested for violations of 
religious laws were released.

Khrushchev once again initiated a campaign of absolute terror against Christians, 
orthodox and nonorthodox. Since the leniency allowed by Stalin was not on the law books, 
Khrushchev easily enforced adherence to the legal restrictions from 1929. Extreme measures 
were taken against unregistered believers, more so than against those who opted to 
relinquish church governance to the state.7 He initiated a campaign of reeducation designed 
to rid the country of all vestiges of capitalism and to usher in communism. Antireligious 
propaganda was widespread, and ultimately in 1968 a new law was passed that required 
parents to educate their children in the spirit of communism.

7 In 1960, the All Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists (AUCECB), created 
in 1944, revised its statutes to comply more closely with the 1929 restrictions, ostensibly 
because they thought resistance to be hopeless. Copies of the revisions and a "Letter of 
Instruction" were distributed among AUCECB churches. These documents were very 
antievangelical, and this action caused a split in the union. The protestors eventually 
formed their own group, one of whose leaders was Georgi Vins, now in exile in the United 
States. This group reported numerous instances of harsh and even brutal treatment. More 
information can be obtained from Sawatsky’s Soviet Evangelicals and Michael Bordeaux’s 
Faith on Trial in Russia, New York, Harper and Row, 1971.

Brezhnev took control of the government in 1964. Although the brutal assault on the 
unregistered was basically brought to an end, arrests, prison terms, and random acts of 
violence continued throughout the 1970s and 1980s. Unregistered and registered believers 
were discriminated against. It was not until Gorbachev succumbed to international pressure 
to uphold human rights that believers began to enjoy some freedom once again.

6 Bolshakoff cites one million members prior to 1941, but by 1947 the number was 
reduced to 300,000, pg. 122.
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Russian/Ukrainian Baptists in the United States8

8 This term includes Belorussians and other Slavic peoples who chose to worship 
together because of ethnic kinship, if not because of language. Most of the worshipers spoke 
Russian. Ukrainians, however, tended and tend now to be more inclined to use their own 
language.

9 George Boltniew, A Functional Analysis of Ethnic/Bilingual Baptist Churches Ministering 
to Russian-Speaking Immigrants in the USA, Dissertation, Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, 1986, pg. 393.

10 It should be mentioned that in 1949 the Ukrainian Baptist Convention was formed in 
Chester, Pa.

Starting with the decade from 1871 to 1880, much larger numbers of immigrants from 
the Soviet Union came to America. The figures increased dramatically until about 1911, 
when they decreased. Most Russian immigrants were of peasant stock and came to improve 
their economic situations. A good percentage of those figures were Jews fleeing anti-Semitic 
sentiments. No doubt Baptists came too, because early in the twentieth century 
Russian/Ukrainian Baptist churches emerged in New England and the Midwest.

Initial attempts to organize churches into a union were made in 1915, but failed. Not 
until 1919, after two other unsuccessful attempts to unify, did the Russian-Ukrainian 
Evangelical Baptist Union, USA come into existence in Philadelphia. At that time, the union 
consisted of 21 churches in the United States and Canada.

Ten more were added the next year, bringing the total of churches to 31. This figure 
does not, however, include all Russian/Ukrainian churches or what George Boltniew calls 
mission stations.9 The total actually was around 50. Ukrainian Baptists in North Dakota 
did not join the union. In 1928, the West Coast Baptists formed the Pacific Coast Slavic 
Baptist Association. In 1964, they joined the RUEBU. In the 1950s, more Russian/ 
Ukrainian-speaking Baptists entered the country via the Philippines and South America. 
This resulted in an increase in membership.10

From 1901 to 1952, the Russian/Ukrainian Baptists enjoyed full support of the 
American Baptist Convention. They assisted their Slavic brethrens in acquiring church 
buildings, establishing Bible schools, and publishing Sunday School literature. They helped 
California’s Russian-speaking congregation to reach out to the Molokan colony settled there. 
American Baptists offered financial support to many pastors, participated in their ordination, 
and provided teachers to work with English-speaking children.

Southern Baptist work among Russians began in the 1920s. Russian Bible Institute 
students in Philadelphia asked for help in ministering to their countrymen entering the 
country. S. Diachenko was appointed by the Home Mission Board to carry out this work.
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After the Russian Bible Institute closed in 1920, some students went to Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. They were instrumental in starting a church for Russian immigrants 
in Tarrant County. This was the first Russian Baptist church to join the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Gradually, home missionaries were appointed to work among Russian 
immigrants throughout the country. During the 1940s the Home Mission Board began 
Russian and other Slavic works in Louisiana, Maryland, and California.

In 1952, Paul Rogosin was appointed home missionary to Russians. He was 
instrumental in developing work in Los Angeles and San Francisco. Later in the decade, 
various Slavic groups approached the Home Mission Board for support. Elias Golonka, a 
Chicago pastor of Polish decent and president of the Polish Baptist Association, was hired 
by the Board to assist in developing Slavic work. Other people appointed to work with 
Russians were Minnie Ebaugh and Mrs. W.W. Webb.

Current information indicates that there are 13 Russian and Ukrainian churches and 
missions associated with the Southern Baptist Convention. The number of members changes 
constantly as more refugees from the Soviet Union are admitted into the United States. A 
tremendous need to translate training materials for pastors exists, since they have had no 
formal instruction. Also needed are materials explaining who Southern Baptists are. One key 
issue related to continued growth, as is always true in ethnic work, is to minister effectively 
to the children. They learn and become proficient in English more quickly than their 
parents, and are readily adaptable to American culture. This work has great potential of 
making an impact among Russian/Ukrainian-speaking ethnics. If immigration continues as 
expected, during the next few years dozens-perhaps hundreds-of works could be started.

Polish Baptists: An Historical Background

In 965 the Polish king Mieszko I married a Bohemian princess. The next year he 
adopted her religion, Catholicism, as the official state religion. During the Reformation, 
Poles became extremely interested in the Bible. In 1608, the Four Gospels and Acts were 
translated into Polish. By 1610, the entire Bible had been translated. Radziwill was able to 
obtain a printing press from Germany, which led to wider distribution of the Scriptures 
among the masses in their languages. As a result, many Poles converted to Anabaptism. 
Gradually, threats by the established church and persecution induced many to revert back 
to Catholicism or leave the country.

In the mid-nineteenth century German Baptists began to emerge on formerly Polish 
soil. They did attempt to evangelize among their Polish neighbors, but the Poles resisted, 
believing firmly that to forsake Catholicism would imply ceasing to be a Pole. Moreover, 
worship services and Bible studies were in German, which few Poles understood It was 
Gottfried Alf who made substantial headway among Polish people. He was baptized in 1858 
in the town of Adamov, where a Baptist church was later established. He subsequently 
began to evangelize among the inhabitants of the Russian-dominated areas of Poland.

74



Within 10 years, there were 1,000 Baptist converts. From this area, the Baptist faith spread 
into Russia.

Another Baptist center developed in Kicin. Alf also spent time there, preaching, 
teaching, and winning converts. The Baptist believers endured persecution at the hands of 
the Catholic church, which had a firm grip on most people in the country. Nevertheless, the 
work continued to develop, and much was accomplished between wars. Baptists opened a 
seminary, a publishing house, and a hospital in Lodz, a children’s home in Brest, and a 
convalescent home in Narewka. Unfortunately, beginning during World War II, much of 
their hard work was destroyed. Recently they have begun to make strides again.

Since 1988 American doors have been opened to refugees coming from the Soviet 
Union. These are Christian people who endured persecution at the hands of the Soviet 
government and society. In keeping with his policy of perestroika and glasnost, Gorbachev 
began releasing those seeking to emigrate. Thousands have already come, and many 
thousands more are expected. President George Bush signed a bill permitting 50,000 Soviet 
refugees to be admitted during the 1991 fiscal year.

The majority of these Soviet believers profess to be Pentecostals, while others are 
Baptists and Evangelicals. The only real distinction between these groups is that the 
Pentecostals exercise the gift of speaking in tongues. Most of these people were members 
of the so-called unregistered or underground church. That is, the congregation either chose 
not to abide by the governmental restrictions on churches or were denied registration when 
they applied. Consequently, they were compelled to worship whenever and wherever they 
could: during the middle of the night in homes, perhaps in the forest in good weather 
conditions. If they were caught worshiping, teaching children, in possession of literature, they 
would be subject to fines, seizure of property, arrest, harsh sentences to labor camps, and, 
in some cases, children were taken from their parents.

A number of Southern Baptist churches have sponsored Soviet refugees. The 
Language Church Extension Division, through its Southern Baptist Refugee Resettlement 
Office, encourages more churches to participate in this ministry. Those involved with Soviet 
Christians express feelings of personal and church-wide revival. Refugee testimonies are 
unlike any that we may have. They have much to teach us about total faith in and reliance 
on God.

These newcomers have a different mentality from ours. If we are to deal with them 
effectively, we need to have a basic idea of who they are and how they think. Working with 
them requires a great deal of patience, love, and understanding, but it is very rewarding. 
This paper is designed to provide some helpful information about the Soviet believers, with 
topics relating to home, church and social life.

In the home of Soviet believers, the husband is generally in charge. They take 
seriously the Paul’s words in Ephesians, "For the husband is the head of the wife" (5:23).
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The husband is the one who leads in most family decisions, especially the major ones that 
will effect the whole family. The rest of the family abides by his decision, if only reluctantly.

In the Soviet Union, most women work outside the home, either because the 
husband’s salary alone is not enough, or because they are assigned to a position. The 
majority of Christian families are large. One young lady with six children worked at the 
same factory as her husband, but on a different shift. Since stores shelves are not stocked 
to the brim with cans and microwave meals, wives have to prepare everything from scratch. 
Many families have small gardens. That is, if they have a house.

Children are always included in church activities, even if participating is risky. 
Parents want to "bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4b, 
NAS). One father mentioned that he wanted his children to be cultured. Children of 
believers are expected to be obedient to their parents as long as they are members of the 
household. One lady mentioned that this is in contrast to nonbelieving families, where 
everyone does as they wish. Slavic people are doting on children. A perfect example is from 
Hedrick Smith’s The Russians. His daughter was walking around outside with a thin, yet very 
warm, nylon coat. A babushka (grandmother) approached Smith and rebuked him, because 
in her opinion the child was not dressed properly.

Although they did not say it outright, parents are strict disciplinarians. I have 
observed that most children are well behaved, at least in public. Some parents physically 
discipline, and others say they don’t need to. One set of parents (with eight children) I spoke 
to put much of the responsibility on themselves, stating that if the parents provide a good, 
Christian example, then the family will be blessed.

I was interested to know what families did together, since in the Soviet Union it is 
not possible to go for a weekend camping trip or go to a drive-in movie. The answers all 
revolved around their spiritual lives. They pray together, sing songs, participate in church 
activities. One family, whose father was a minister, travelled to weddings, birthday 
celebrations, and services in different cities. This is not frequent, though, because many 
people do not own a car, and their families are too large for a passenger car.

A typical day for a family in the Soviet Union was fairly foil of activity, especially for 
the parents. In some cases, both worked. Interestingly enough, it was the father who did the 
grocery shopping. Perhaps this is because the mother needed to be at home with the 
children. Shopping was a daily chore, completed on the way home from work. It was very 
tediou; and disappointing, because of the long lines at practically every store that had goods. 
Sometimes products would be sold out before dad got to the door. Often in the evening a 
family sitting would be interrupted by someone from church with a need. School children 
did homework, while mom prepared the meal, cleaned up afterwards, and prepared children 
for bed.

Some of the most common meals prepared are not really different than those 
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prepared by Americans. Piroshki are small stuffed rolls. The stuffing might be prepared 
cabbage, mashed green peas, mushrooms, meat, or jelly. Gohibtsy are cabbage rolls stuffed 
with ground beef or pork and rice. Pel’meni are meat dumplings served with melted butter 
or sour cream. Bliny are like crepes and are served with jelly or sour cream. Vinegret is a 
sour salad with cabbage, beets, and green peas, among other things. It turns out purple in 
color. They make green pea salad, potato salad, and cucumber and tomato salads. Most 
Soviets drink hot tea; a very few drink coffee. I have personally tried a homemade drink in 
one household called kvass, which is a fermented bread drink. Drinks are served either hot 
or lukewarm. For some reason, ice is considered harmful to the throat. All this information 
is important to know, because a guest in a Soviet home is expected to eat.

Church life is central to a believing family. "All of life is built on the foundation of 
Christ, on God’s word," one man told me. Soviet believers had to depend on God for hope 
and protection. I have heard numerous accounts of prayers for healing, because Soviet 
medicine is grossly inadequate and inept. They also had to trust the Lord to provide basic 
necessities that Americans take for granted, including food. God is mentioned in almost 
every conversation, how He has directed, provided, and healed.

In worship services, pianos and organs are luxuries. However, since many congrega
tions do not have buildings, these instruments are not needed. However, often orchestras 
are to be found. And the accordion is still a popular instrument. Most hymns are known by 
heart, or they are handwritten in a book. Hymnals are a rare commodity. A service is usually 
interspersed with singing, praying, preaching, and poetry reciting. Only men hold offices of 
pastor and deacon. Women participate in choirs, orchestras, and children’s activities. The 
pastor is not the only preacher during the service. Usually at least three other male 
members stand to deliver a message. Children are encouraged to participate by either 
singing a solo or reciting a favorite poem. Services can last for hours.

The atmosphere of the service is somber. Hymns are often slow and in a minor key. 
Pentecostals pray aloud together for several minutes. The speaker closes the prayer. Tears 
are plentiful, even among the men.

The job of pastor is demanding. Most of them have full-time jobs in addition to 
carrying out their church duties. They are responsible for maintaining discipline and order 
among their parishioners. In case of dispute, they often act as mediators. They visit all 
members of their churches. It is their duty to know members’ current situations. Some 
pastors travel to different towns and cities, performing weddings, funerals, and baptisms. 
Some have little time to spend with their families, or even sleep.

The dress code differs from ours in several ways. Jewelry is frowned upon, especially 
among Pentecostals. Men wear slacks or a suit, without a necktie. Ties are hard to find, and 
wearing one would be a showy display. Most Pentecostal women dp not cut their hair, in 
accordance with I Corinthians 11. Baptist and Pentecostal women wear scarfs during 
worship, as the previously mentioned Corinthian passage indicates.
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Christians in the Soviet Union stand in stark contrast to nonbelievers. Nikita Struve, 
in his Christians in Contemporary Russia, describes Baptists as nonsmokers, non-drinkers, and 
they do not swear. Their attitude to Soviet civilization is flexible, and their taboos are not 
absolute. Their ideal is to renounce worldly entertainments (theaters, cinemas, etc.) and to 
live for God. They do not make this an absolute condition for admission to the sect. Some 
pastors, however, are stricter and forbid their people to read newspapers, listen to the radio, 
send their children to school, et cetera. Baptist teaching lays great emphasis on sanctification 
through work.

The same is true of Pentecostals. A Christian does not behave as do most other 
Soviet citizens, such as cutting ahead of others in a line or getting favors from friends who 
work in stores. At work a Christian is expected to do a good job without complaining, 
because most coworkers and supervisors would know about his faith and immediately blurt 
out a rebuke, "I didn’t think a Christian was supposed to behave that way." Bible verses 
about being salt and light are crucial ones in a believer’s life. They do not want to offend 
anyone with their behavior, in case there is an opportunity to share about Jesus.

Knowledge of Soviet Christian character traits can help avoid misunderstandings. 
They are generous and hospitable people. They tend to be affectionate, hugging and kissing. 
It is an acceptable custom for men to kiss. Guests in the home are treated like kings. It 
seems that food is always prepared, and guests are more often than not asked to eat 
something. There is no need to call ahead of time to warn of your visit. Guests are welcome 
anytime.

Relationships are extremely important to Russians/Ukrainians. It is difficult for them 
to learn to trust someone, but once they do, they will share their intermost thoughts and 
feelings. Americans can get very busy at times and neglect to go visiting with the Soviets. 
They think you’ve forgotten about them, or that they have offended you.

One of the most important things to remember is that these people have come from 
a country where options are not usually available. Some of them are not accustomed to 
decision making, since many were made for them, i.e. where and if they can go to school, 
where they can work and live. They need to be taught that here options exist for practically 
everything, from what brand of shampoo you use to what kind of work you want. Suddenly 
having so many choices and decisions can be overwhelming. It is crucial to inform them of 
their possibilities, and let them make their own decisions. Otherwise, they will expect 
someone to decide for them.

Undesired problems and conflicts can result from misunderstandings and lack of 
communication. Soviets jump to the conclusion that they are being deceived or cheated, 
instead of considering that they might not have heard or understood correctly. This is an 
aspect of culture shock. It is also an inbred trait of mistrust. Whereas Americans tend to 
trust someone until he proves to be untrustworthy, Soviets only trust when strong evidence 
of trustworthiness has been demonstrated.
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Soviets esteem relationships highly-not only their family relationships, but those with 
friends, as well. In a society where books are scarce, entertainment is limited, and 
opportunities for personal success are practically nonexistent, friends and family are all that 
remain.

Believers share especially strong fellowship, which is a consequence of the fear they 
endure. As a source of encouragement, they meet frequently for worship, prayer, and 
singing. They know the needs and feelings of those in their congregation. They readily 
sacrifice their own time and possessions for anyone who needs it. Consequently, they tend 
to be demanding of one another, expecting help. This trait is a crucial one for Americans 
to understand, because Soviet immigrants will seemingly smother with attention American 
friends who are eager to help them. They might be offended if new friends do not come 
around often.

Time is one of the few commodities that the Soviet people do have. They do not 
conduct life at the harried pace that most Americans do. Their pace is much like that of 
Brazilians-fairly easy going and laid back. They are flexible about interruptions to their 
schedules, if they even have one. Unfortunately, conflicts can occur when Soviets, not 
thinking to call, cancel an appointment with an American, who shows up and is disappointed 
that his time was needlessly wasted.

Soviets in general value education highly. This is clear from the number of 
universities and technical and vocational schools. The new, Christian immigrants, have for 
the most, part been denied entrance into higher education. Some have been forced to 
choose between following God or pursuing an education. Others have received some 
training in the military; still others have somehow managed to get to technical or vocational 
schools. Most jobs they hold are blue collar occupations. When they learn of the opportunity 
to study in America, they take advantage of it.

Working closely with Soviet Christians can be a rewarding experience. It is also 
challenging to bridge the cultural gap that exists between different lifestyles.

In closing, I would like to share some experiences my own family and church have 
had in assisting the Soviets. My church has not officially sponsored any refugees, but 
became involved through my family. Since early 1989, many members of our church have 
generously given their time, money, and material possessions to help their new friends.

One of the first families in the area expressed a desire to visit our church. They were 
impressed with our pastor, Jimmy Draper, and with the warmth of our people. Eventually, 
they asked about joining. Draper went to their house to talk to them. Although they cadi 
themselves Pentecostals, Draper had no qualms about receiving them into membership by 
statement. Not long after that, Victor, the father of the family, gave his testimony at an 
evening service. The congregation was so moved that many began calling to find out how 
they could help.
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At Christmas that year, some American Airlines employees organized a party for the 
Soviets. They found a Russian-speaking Santa Clause to deliver presents. One Sunday 
evening in April 1990, a choir of 37 Russian/Ukrainian/Byelorussian sang two hymns for 
us. At the conclusion of the first, the congregation leapt to its feet with thunderous applause. 
That night, people approached us in droves, wanting to help.

Since that night, my father opened a checking account to accommodate donations 
coming in and organized a ministry to coordinate our efforts with those of other 
congregations. Many have expressed their thoughts and feelings to me. Most people 
spending time with Soviet Christians have been strengthened in their own faith, I personally 
have been impressed with God’s faithfulness to His people. He has provided money, food, 
and furniture exactly when needed.

The resettlement process for Soviets lasts longer than for Southeast Asians. They will 
not be good enough in English within a year to hold down a good-paying job. They are not 
driven to succeed, which is understandable with people whose personal desires and goals 
have been suppressed. Americans helping these people need to encourage them to be 
diligent in studying English, and need to be relentless in conveying to them the concept of 
"making your own life" in America. Tough love is required to phase out the amount of 
assistance given, else Soviets never learn independence and self-sufficiency.

Polish Baptists in the United States

According to U.S. immigration figures, Poles came to the United States in large 
numbers starting in 1871. Undoubtedly, the majority of them came for the same reasons as 
did the Russians and Ukrainians. By 1876, the Polish Baptist Association was created in 
Buffalo, N.Y. Because most Polish settlements were in northern states, it was the American 
Baptists who first undertook joint efforts with the Polish Association to reach Catholic Poles. 
At its peak, the Polish Association had 36 member churches. The number is currently down 
to seven.

In 1963, Frank Wloch linked the Polish Baptist Association to the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Before his retirement, Wloch served as pastor of Our Savior Polish Church in 
Chicago, the largest U.S. Polish church. They now have about 75 members.

The outlook for the future of Polish ministry is good, especially if more pastors can 
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be found and trained. Some of them have attended Southern Baptist seminaries, but the 
costs to them are prohibitive. Evangelizing methods include a radio and video ministry, 
Christian concerts, home visitations, and spontaneous witnessing opportunities. People in 
America claiming Polish heritage numbers more than 12 million. The possibility of greatly 
expanding ministry to Poles exists. Because many of them link their ethnicity to Catholicism 
makes the work challenging.

Romanian Baptists: An Historical Background

Baptist beginnings in Romania are also credited to the German Baptist Oncken. In 
1856, Karl Johann Scharschmidt was sent to Bucharest to start a ministry. He was followed 
by more German Baptists who organized meetings. A Bible depot was established in 1879 
in Bucharest. Scriptures were made available in the Romanian language. The gospel spread 
quickly around the rural areas and in villages. Constantine Adorian, a young Romanian, 
founded the first Romanian Baptist church in 1912, having returned from spending three 
years at the Hamburg seminary. Despite the fact that there were relatively few Baptists, a 
union of churches was formed in 1920.

When Romania acquired Transylvania from Hungary and Bessarabia from Russia at 
the conclusion of World War I, many more Baptists were suddenly added. The Foreign 
Mission Board sent its first missionaries to Romania in 1923. They helped in the 
development of a seminary in Bucharest, as well as Sunday School, and youth work. In this 
same period, Baptists endured harsh persecution. The government was fearful the newly 
acquired citizens were being disloyal. Chapels were closed down, meetings were broken up 
and even forbidden, and Baptist properties were seized. Preachers and worshipers were 
fined, assaulted, and imprisoned. Children of Baptist parents were discriminated against and 
harassed at school.

Following World War II, Transylvania and Bessarabia reverted back to Hungarian 
and Russian control. The size of the Baptist union decreased dramatically. Baptists were 
evangelistic, in spite of ruthless persecution under the communists. By 1965, there were 
more than 65,000 Baptists. Today the total is about 300,000.

Romanian Baptists in the United States

The first Romanian Baptist church in the United States was founded in 1910 in 
Cincinnati. The next year American Baptists began working with the Romanians officially. 
In 1913, the Romanian Baptist Association organized. In 1914, there were about 14 
churches. With another wave of immigration after 1967, Southern Baptists became more 
active in ministry to Romanians. The Language Church Extension Division has been 
instrumental in helping establish Romanian Baptist churches. Currently, there are 30 units 
associated with the Southern Baptist Convention.
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Hungarian Baptists: An Historical Background

German Baptists also initiated the work among Hungarians. In 1846, Oncken sent 
missionaries from Hamburg to Budapest. Shortly, they formed a church with nine members, 
which was destroyed soon thereafter because of political revolution. In 1871, Johann Novak, 
a Baptist from Vienna, was sent to Hungary. He discovered several people meeting 
regularly for Bible study in the town of Nagyszalonta. He was able to convince them of the 
validity of the ordinance of baptism. In 1873, Heinreich Meyer, a German representative of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, reestablished Baptist work in Budapest. From there 
he preached and carried Bibles throughout the country. By 1910, Baptists had experienced 
tremendous growth in a predominantly Catholic region. A total of 16,839 members, 738 
preaching centers, and 216 chapels and prayer houses existed.

As previously mentioned, Transylvania was given to Romania after World War I, 
which meant many Hungarian Baptists became citizens of Romania. The Foreign Mission 
Board lent financial assistance to the Hungarians between World War I and II. Hungarian 
pastors, with the assistance of Alexander Haraszti of Atlanta, went to the United States for 
training at Southern Baptist Theologicalo Seminary in Louisville, Ky. Unfortunately, 
cooperation was disrupted by World War II. Efforts to reestablish ties have proven difficult.

Hungarian Baptists in the United States

Baptist work among Hungarians in the United States began in 1898 with the 
Northern Baptists in Cleveland, Ohio. In 1908, the Hungarian Baptist Union of America 
formed. The work was organized, but only a few new churches were established. Most 
Hungarians, a good percentage of whom are Catholic, are resistant to evangelization. Only 
churches in Detroit and Cleveland are currently associated with the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Altogether there are 1,000 members in Hungarian Baptist churches new 
members have come from Romania recently. The Hungarian population in the United 
States continues to be difficult to reach with the gospel. This is due to their Catholic or 
atheistic backgrounds.

Greek Baptists

Information about Baptist work in Greece is sketchy. According to Ignatius 
Meimarus, director, Language Missions, Baptist Convention of New England, the advent of 
American military troops in Greece in the 1970s was the start of Baptist work there. Greek 
nationals have been leading the efforts only since 1988 No doubt the same difficulties in 
evangelizing among Greeks arise as among the Poles, Romanians, and Hungarians. This is 
due to the influence of the Orthodox church. Converting would be tantamount to 
relinquishing Greek ethnicity.
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Presently there are eight units of Greek Baptists in the United States and Canada. 
The largest is the Toronto congregation, amounting to 100 members. Total U.S. Greek 
Baptist membership is between 230 and 240. Teachers and pastors are being trained for 
anticipated growth. Bible studies are conducted in homes. In Toronto, Boston, and Chicago 
churches broadcast television programs as a witness to their Greek communities. Meimarus 
leads a daily, three-minute, radio program on family issues.

Three years ago only one Greek congregation was associated with the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Today there are five. Meimarus says that the Greeks have joined Bold 
Mission Thrust efforts. They set a goal of 62 units by the year A.D. 2000.

Italian Baptists: An Historical Background

Prior to 1870, all Baptist work in Italy was done privately and unofficially. The first 
nonconformist church dates back to the twelfth century. They joined the reformed tradition 
in the sixteenth century, and endured much persecution for their actions. In the seventeenth 
century, Protestant churches were established for foreign diplomats. Beginning in the second 
half of the nineteenth century, liberal ideas and the concept of freedom of religion were 
propagated throughout Italy. The principle of separation of church and state was espoused 
in 1861 by Camillo Benso, a leader in the unification of the Italian kingdom. Rome was 
finally captured in 1870 from the papal state by Garibaldi and freedom came to the 
evangelicals. By the summer of 1870, the first Southern Baptist missionary was sent to Italy 
to develop work there.

Italian Baptists in the United States

Baptist work among Italians here in the United States began about 1890. Again, it 
was American Baptists who made the first efforts to reach Italian immigrants. Numerous 
congregations were established in New England. A few of those churches remain active 
today. Mario Acacia, retired home missionary in Tororto, Canada, reported that Southern 
Baptist work among Italians began in Florida in 1908, in Alabama in 1922, in Illinois in 1945 
and, with the leadership of Amelio Giannetta, in California in 1953. Vincenzo Coacci was 
appointed to work in Providence, R.I., in the 1960s, while Armando Silverio was assigned 
to Pittsburg, Pa., the Great Lakes area, and the Northeast states. In the mid-1970s Raffaele 
Manzi received the appointment to minister in New York City. In 1983, Teddy Ward moved 
to Jamestown, N.Y. to start a church. Recently the Home Mission Board supported missions 
in California, Florida, the Great Lakes area, and the Northeast.

Today five Italian churches consider themselves to be associated with the Southern 
Baptist Convention. However, they have yet to be voted into membership by their local 
associations or state conventions. The future is promising, if a full-time consultant is hired 
to devote time to reaching Italians and starting works.
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Conclusions about the Future

Tremendous opportunities are before us in ministrying among Europeans. Those who 
are already working with various European ethnic groups are hoping to expand their 
ministries. Great possibilities exist for the growth of Russian/Ukrainian ministry, due to the 
relaxed emigration policy of east European countries, and the United States’ willingness to 
admit more refugees. Training for pastors is essential, as is ministry to children, and the 
development of effective evangelization methods. Delbert Fann recently compiled statistics 
for a study on the growth of ethnic churches during the past decade. That information 
conclusively indicates that ethnics have made an impressive impact on the growth of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. The trend seems likely to continue well into the 1990s.

Written by Lisa M. Tayior, Sponsorship Development, Southern Baptist Refugee Resettlement, Language Church Extension Division, Home 
Mission Board
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AN INTRODUCTION TO EUROPEAN CHURCH GROWTH

The framework for determining the scope of America’s ethnicity has been developed 
over the past 18 years by the Language Church Extension Division of the Home Mission 
Board (HMB). Growth of America’s ethnicity has been evaluated annually through the 
Tabulation of Field reports compiled by state directors of missions and directors of language 
missions.

Traditionally, Southern Baptists use the Uniform Church Letter to secure information 
on the growth and trends in the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). This information only 
relates to reporting churches and is gathered in cooperation with local associations. Many 
ethnic churches find it almost impossible to ascertain the real purpose of the document. In 
many cases, information on ethnic/language-culture congregations, those meeting in the 
facilities of an existing church and those meeting in other facilities, is included in the total 
report provided by the sponsoring church. This procedure inhibits compiling information on 
growth of language-culture Southern Baptists.

The Language Church Extension Division, HMB, assigned the task of securing 
information on the number of ethnic/language-culture Southern Baptists to Delbert Fann, 
national ethnic missionary for special projects.

During his 30 years as an appointed missionary of the HMB, Fann has served as 
pastor, missionary among American Indians, adjunct professor of Navajo at Northern 
Arizona University in Flagstaff, and director of language missions in Arizona, as well as 
interim director of Immigration and Refugee Service.

Fann conducted, researched, and designed this 12-month study. The study covers 10, 
1980 through 1989. All information compiled was provided by ethnic/language-culture 
congregations. The study’s data was taken from the Uniform Church Letters, prepared by 
self-supporting ethnic/language-culture congregations, and the annual Ethnic Church Growth 
Request forms, completed by church-type congregations receiving financial assistance from 
the HMB and state conventions.

Information on the Ethnic Church Growth Request forms, in some instances, is 
reviewed by the associational director of missions. In every case, it is scrutinized and verified 
by the state director of missions and/or the director of language missions. The document 
is reviewed by the staff of the Language Church Extension Division, HMB, in preparation 
for recommending action to the HMB Board of Directors. These documents are on file in 
the Language Church Extension Division office.
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This study is based on a HMB’s representative sampling of church-type congregations 
from every state convention. The cross sampling of congregations varied from 12 percent 
to 18 percent. The variance is due to the inclusion of new congregations. The study shows 
that European Southern Baptists are alive, healthy, and growing.

Oscar I. Romo, Director, 
Language Church Extension Division, 

Home Mission Board
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ETHNIC CHURCH GROWTH STUDY, 1980-1989
LANGUAGE CHURCH EXTENSION DIVISION, HMB 

EUROPEAN CONGREGATIONS

* Ten-Year Average

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989. % CHANGE

CONGREGATIONS 45 56 61 74 95 95 95 95 147 208 362.2291

BAPTISMS 160 209 180 269 294 320 347 374 519 617 285.6391

MEMBERS 1,993 2,916 3,038 3,956 5,277 5,268 5,259 5,250 8,027 10,682 435.9891

BAPTISM RATIO 1:12.46 1:13.95 1:16.88 1:14.71 1:17.95 1:16.47 1:15.16 1:14.03 1:15.47 1:17.31 *1:15.44%

CHURCH PROGRAM ENROLLMENT

BIBLE STUDY 1,817 2,358 2,694 3,374 4,748 4,826 4,904 4,982 7,480 9,767 437.5391

DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING 458 645 564 655 948 1,022 1,095 1,169 4,114 8,645 1787.5591

MUSIC 315 612 593 731 1,369 1,289 1,209 1,129 1,568 1,871 493.9791

WMU 385 332 295 427 723 782 840 899 1,233 1,449 276.3691

BROTHERHOOD 82 112 98 197 294 335 376 417 612 781 852.4491

RECEIPTS $432,403 $671,649 $757,674 $920,059 $1,289,543 $1,487,665 $1,685,788 $1,883,910 $2,569,844 $3,006,449 595.2991

PER CAPITA RECEIPTS $217 $230 $249 $233 $244 $282 $321 $359 $320 $281 29.7291

COOP. PROGRAM GIFTS $19,873 $30,120 $33,086 $38,051 $55,914 $59,052 $62,190 $69,328 $108,447 $143,107 620.1191

% TO COOP. PROGRAM 4.60% 4.48% 4.37% 4.14% 4.34% 3.97% 3.69% 3.68% 4.22% 4.76% • 4.22%

MISSIONS GIFTS $44,370 $55,229 $67,739 $73,991 $103,207 $117,221 $131,235 $145,249 $195,308 $224,882 406.8391

% TO MISSIONS 10.26% 8.22% 8.94% 8.04% 8.00% 7.88% 7.78% 7.71% 7.60% 7.48% ‘ 8.19%

Source: Ethnic Church Growth Requests and Uniform Church Leiters, 1980-1989, October 1990



EUROPEAN GROWTH TRENDS, 1980-1989

Eighty-five percent of the information used in this study came from the annual 
Language Church Extension Division’s Ethnic Church Growth Report forms. These forms 
were completed by ethnic congregations receiving financial assistance for 1980-1989. The 
other 15 percent of the data was compiled from Uniform Church Letters provided by 
self-supporting congregations. The study includes every state convention.

Observations on New Work
1. Europeans had a strong gain in the number of congregations (362.2 %) from 

1980 to 1989. This was particularly true among Romanians and French.
2. The number of European congregations more than doubled from 1980 to 1984. 

They leveled off for no net gain from 1984 to 1987.

Observations on Baptisms
1. The increase in baptisms (285.6 %) was impressive since it was mostly among an 

ethnic group considered to be strongly Calvinistic.
2. There is a need for evangelistic materials to assist European congregations in 

reaching American Europeans.
3. In an ethnic group generally considered resistant to the gospel, the average 

baptismal ratio was 1 to 15. This occurred in a group which usually waits for proof of 
conversion prior to baptism.

4. Baptism is a serious step in the life of a new ethnic/language-culture believer. 
The number of professions of faith, although not included in the study, far exceeds the 
number of baptisms.

Observations on Membership
1. Southern Baptist growth among Europeans was partially due to the recent 

immigration of Eastern Europeans, especially refugees. The strong refugee resettlement 
efforts of the Romanians aided European growth.

2. The total European church membership increased by 8,689 members; more than 
50 percent of that increase was from baptisms. This showed an effective evangelistic thrust.

3. Membership of European congregations increased from 1,993 to 10,682, or 436 
percent, during the study. Church membership is taken seriously.

Observations on Church Program Enrollments
1. The study of Scripture is important to Europeans who generally value and pursue 

knowledge. This contributed to the 437.5 percent increase in Bible Study enrollment.
2. Discipleship Training materials are needed to help European congregations 

better understand Southern Baptists. This area experienced the greatest percentage growth 
of all Church Program areas.
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3. European enrollment in music ministries reported a growth of 494.0 percent. The 
musical dimension of European life is significant; therefore, it is appreciated and valued.

4. In 1989, one of every six European church members was enrolled in music 
ministry. This showed the importance of music in European church life.

5. After a two-year decline (1980-1982), Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) 
involvement began to increase. In 1989, enrollment was 276.4 percent greater than in 1980.

6. The standard WMU structure was adapted by European Baptist women to meet 
their needs for fellowship and mission education.

7. European Brotherhood enrollment increased at a greater rate than church 
membership. Brotherhood is helping meet the desire of European men for fellowship.

Observations on Stewardship
1. Church income increased an average of about $5,000 per congregation.
2. This 595.3 percent increase in church income was significant when the centuries 

of abuse by government supported state churches in Europe was considered.
3. Total Mission Gifts grew more than the number of congregations. This showed 

the increasing desire of European congregations to be a part of missions efforts.
4. Stewardship materials for Europeans could help European congregations better 

understand their churches’ financial responsibilities.
5. Cooperative Program gifts grew at a greater percentage (620.1%) than the Total 

Mission Gifts (406.8%). This showed an increasing willingness to support the total Southern 
Baptist program.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

1. Growth of church program and church missions organizations evidenced 
membership participation.

2. Although Southern Baptists do not publish contextual language materials for all 
European ethnic groups among whom they work, the European congregations started and 
developed church program and missions organizations.

3. The baptism ratio for Southern Baptists was 1 to 40. The baptism ratio for 
European congregations was 1 to 15.4 (10 year average).

4. Stewardship development was phenomenal, since the assumption is that all 
ethnics are poor. Both Total Missions Gifts and Cooperative Program Gifts indicated this 
growth.

5. Total Missions Gifts reflect denominational and other interests. Many European 
congregations are unaware that the Cooperative Program is the denominational channel for 
missions. Apparently para-church and nondenominational groups actively solicit funds from 
ethnic/language-culture congregations.

6. European congregations are a vibrant and growing factor in the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

7. Efforts of Southern Baptists to contextualize the gospel in the language and 
culture of the European people has been successful and acceptable. It affirms the philosophy 
of the Program of Language Missions.

CONCLUSION

The significant increases experienced by Southern Baptist European congregations 
are positive indicators of a healthy development in this segment of the denomination. 
Percentages of growth in every area point toward a healthy future for European work.

Growth occurred throughout the denomination. A comparison of European 
language work and the total SBC work for the years 1980-1989 was made. Indications are 
that the denomination grew in geographical areas where the SBC has not historically been 
strong, such as in the West and Northeast urban areas where most of the language-culture 
people live. The contribution of European work to the SBC might surprise most Southern 
Baptists. The study also suggests that the European Southern Baptist ethnic/language- 
culture composition will continue to increase and diversify.
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AMERICA’S EUROPEAN STRATEGIES

"For centuries humans have forecast the future on the basis of the past."1 "There 
is no new thing under the sun" (Eccl. 1:9).

Planning concerns the future. Strategy is the development of a master plan for the 
future. It is an overall approach, plan, or way of describing how to go about reaching the 
desired goal(s). "Strategies must be open to new insight and new developments and cannot 
rigidly standardize once and for all."2 Thus, flexibility must be provided to respond to 
emerging opportunities.

The Language Church Extension National Strategy is designed to implement the 
Language Missions Program statement. The strategy is people centered. It takes into 
consideration the 636 languages spoken in the United States, as well as the cultural 
variances of the 500 ethnic groups identified in the nation. The contextual, historical, social 
economical, educational, and cultural values of each of the eight ethnic categories were 
considered. Geographical locations of these groups are considered in the development of 
the State Strategy Plans.

The goals were developed in consultation with ethnic leaders of the national ethnic 
fellowships, through the compilation of the projections of state long-range planning and the 
new work cooperative venture of each state.

The European National Strategy is an effort to target the European Americans and 
the American Europeans. The strategy is based on the self-identity of these invisible 
ethnics. Culture and language will be the channels for communicating the gospel, especially 
the recent immigrant and foreign-born.

"Planning for others always includes planning for ourselves."3 The apostle Paul states 
in I Corinthians 3:5-9: Each of us does the work which the Lord gave him to do: I planted 
the seed, Apollos watered the plant, but it was (is) God who made the plant grow.... We 
are partners working together with God.

Oscar I. Romo, Director
Language Church Extension Division 

Home Mission Board, SBC
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NOTES

1. Edward R. Dayton and David A. Fraser, Planning Strategies for World Evangelization. 
Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990, p. 10.

2. Ibid., p. 15.

3. Ibid., p. 364.
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EUROPEAN NATIONAL CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGY
Langauge Church Extension Division, HMB

EVANGELISM, LEADERSHIP, AND STEWARDSHIP 
GOALS - A.D. 2000

Group Baptisms Pastors
Cooperative 

Program
Greek 1,730 $18,696
Hungarian 78 12 $15,200
Italian 587 56 $56,000
Polish 134 30 $3,000
Romanian 515 17 $2,700
Russian 2,110 38 $16,700
Ukrainian 153 26 $17,600
Other 57 9 $900
TOTAL 5,364 201 $130,790

NEW WORK GOALS - A.D. 2000

Group Churches Missions
Preaching 

Points
Bible

Study Total
Greek 12 15 2 23 52
Hungarian 2 10 0 38 50
Italian 56 0 0 27 83
Polish 7 23 0 53 83
Romanian 7 10 14 21 52
Russian 15 23 13 31 82
Ukrainian 3 23 0 46 72
Other 0 9 0 48 57
TOTAL 102 113 29 287 531

Source: European Strategy Conferences, Language Church Extension 
Division, HMB, May - September 1990
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EUROPEAN NATIONAL CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGY 
Language Church Extension Division, HMB 

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

Source: European Strategy Conferences, Language Church Extension Division, HMB,

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions

Preaching 
Points

Bible 
Studies

Total
New Units

Alabama 18 0 0 0 7 7
Alaska 19 0 0 1 5 6
Arizona 148 4 1 1 9 15
Arkansas 25 0 0 0 7 7
California 540 12 13 3 11 39
Colorado 95 2 2 1 5 10
Dakotas 27 0 0 1 6 7
Dist. of Columbia 53 2 0 0 5 7
Florida 345 6 8 0 12 26
Georgia 47 0 1 1 8 10
Hawaii 23 0 0 0 6 6
Illinois 428 7 10 1 11 29
Indiana 70 1 3 1 4 9
Iowa 4 0 0 0 4 4
Kansas/Nebraska 36 0 0 0 10 10
Kentucky 29 0 2 0 4 6
Louisiana 29 2 0 0 6 8
Maryland/Delaware 127 4 3 0 9 16
Michigan 133 3 2 4 8 17
Minnesota/Wisconsin 98 1 4 2 7 14
Mississippi . 4 0 0 0 4 4
Missouri 69 1 0 1 6 8
Montana 4 0 0 0 4 4
New England 731 16 16 3 21 56
New York 1,083 18 16 5 18 57
Nevada 7 0 0 0 5 5
New Mexico 4 0 0 0 4 4
North Carolina 39 0 1 0 7 8
Northwest 117 0 3 1 10 14
Ohio 166 4 5 1 10 20
Oklahoma 10 1 0 0 3 4
Pennsylvania/SJ. 448 10 11 1 12 34
South Carolina 6 0 0 0 5 5
Tennessee 12 0 0 0 6 6
Texas 248 4 9 0 9 22
Utah 19 0 1 0 4 5
Virginia 82 3 2 1 7 13
West Virginia 17 1 0 0 4 5
Wyoming 4 0 0 0 4 4

TOTAL 5,364 102 113 29 287 531

May - September 1990
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GREEK STRATEGY
Language Church Extension Division, HMB

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

Source: Greek Strategy Conference, Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990

Convention/ Preaching Bible Total Cooperative
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions Points Studies New Units Pastors Program

Alabama S 0 fl 0 1 1 0 $150
Alaska 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Arizona 10 0 0 1 1 2 0 $150
Arkansas 6 0 0 0 1 1 0 $20
California 138 1 1 1 2 5 2 $1,400
Colorado 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 $20
Dakotas 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Dist. of Columbia 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Florida 58 0 2 0 1 3 1 $1,500
Georgia 25 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Hawaii 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Illinois 
Indiana

240
20

2 
0

2
1

0 
0

1 
0

5
1

2 
0

$5,200 
$150

Iowa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Kansas/Nebraska 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Kentucky 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Louisiana 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 $30
Maryland/Delaware 28 0 1 0 0 1 0 $100
Michigan 20 0 0 0 1 1 0 $50
Minnesota/Wisconsin 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Mississippi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Missouri 9 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Montana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
New England 260 2 2 0 2 6 2 $2,900
New York 620 3 2 0 3 8 2 $4,500
Nevada 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
New Mexico 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
North Carolina 4 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Northwest 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Ohio 80 1 1 0 0 2 1 $250
Oklahoma 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Pennsylvania/S.J. 85 1 1 0 1 3 2 $1,800
South Carolina 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Tennessee 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Texas 25 1 1 0 1 3 0 $50
Utah/ldaho 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Virginia 35 1 1 0 1 3 1 $120
West Virginia 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Wyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0

TOTAL 1,730 12 15 2 23 52 13 $18,690



HUNGARIAN STRATEGY
Language Church Extension Division, HMB 

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

Source: Hungarian Strategy Conference, Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions

Preaching 
Points

Bible 
Studies

Total 
New Units Pastors

Cooperative 
Program

Alabama 1 0 0 0 1 1 0
Alaska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Arizona 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Arkansas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
California 10 1 1 0 2 4 2 $1,800
Colorado 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Dakotas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Dist . of Columbia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Florida 5 0 1 0 2 3 1 $1,000
Georgia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Hawaii 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Illinois 4 0 1 0 1 2 1 $800
Indiana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Iowa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Kansas/Nebraska 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Kentucky 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Louisiana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Maryland/Delaware 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $400
Michigan 4 0 1 0 1 2 1 $800
Minnesota/Wisconsin 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $400
Mississippi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Missouri 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Montana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
New England 4 0 1 0 1 2 1 $800
New York 15 1 2 0 4 7 3 $2,800
Nevada 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
New Mexico 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
North Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Northwest 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $400
Ohio 5 0 1 0 2 3 1 $1,000
Oklahoma 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Pennsylvania/S.J. 8 0 2 0 2 4 2 $1,600
South Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Tennessee 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $200
Texas 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $400
Utah/ldaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Virginia 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $400
West Virginia 1 0 0 o 1 1 0 $200
Wyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0

TOTAL 78 2 10 0 38 50 12 $15,200



ITALIAN STRATEGY
Language Church Extension Division, HMB 

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

Source: Italian Strategy Conference, Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions

Preaching 
Points

Bible 
Studies

Total
New Units Pastors

Cooperative
Program

Alabama 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Alaska 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Arizona 21 2 0 0 1 3 2 $2,000
Arkansas 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
California 50 5 0 0 0 5 5 $5,000
Colorado 10 1 0 0 0 1 1 $1,000
Dakotas 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Dlst. of Columbia 10 1 0 0 0 1 1 $1,000
Florida 20 2 0 0 0 2 2 $2,000
Georgia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Hawaii 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Illinois 20 2 0 0 0 2 2 $2,000
Indiana 10 1 0 0 0 1 1 $1,000
Iowa 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Kansas/Nebraska 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $0
Kentucky 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Louisiana 20 2 0 0 0 2 2 $2,000
Maryland/Delaware 31 3 0 0 1 4 3 $3,000
Michigan 20 2 0 0 0 2 2 $2,000
Minnesota/Wisconsin 11 1 0 0 1 2 1 $1,000
Mississippi 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Missouri 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Montana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
New England 101 10 0 0 1 11 10 $10,000
New York 100 10 0 0 0 10 10 $10,000
Nevada 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
New Mexico 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
North Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Northwest 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $0
Ohio 30 3 0 0 0 3 3 $3,000
Oklahoma 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Pennsylvania/S.J. 50 5 0 0 0 5 5 $5,000
South Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Tennessee 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Texas 30 3 0 0 0 3 3 $3,000
Utah/ldaho 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Virginia 20 2 0 0 0 2 2 $2,000
West Virginia 10 1 0 0 0 1 1 $1,000
Wyoming 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0

TOTAL 587 56 _______0 0 27 83 56 $56,000



POLISH STRATEGY
Language Church Extension Division, HMB

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

Source: Polish Strategy Conference, Language Church Extension Division,HMB, 1990

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions

Preaching 
Points

Bible 
Studies

Total. 
New Units Pastors

Cooperative 
Program

Alabama 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Alaska 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Arizona 3 0 1 0 1 2 1 $100
Arkansas 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
California 9 1 1 0 2 4 2 $200
Colorado 3 0 1 0 1 2 1 $100
Dakotas 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Dist. of Columbia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Florida 4 0 1 0 2 3 1 $100
Georgia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Hawaii 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Illinois 13 1 2 0 4 7 3 $300
Indiana 2 0 1 0 0 1 1 $100
Iowa 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Kansas/Nebraska 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Kentucky 2 0 1 0 0 1 1 $100
Louisiana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Maryland/Delaware 3 0 1 0 1 2 1 $100
Michigan 7 1 0 0 2 3 1 $100
Minnesota/Wisconsin 5 0 2 0 1 3 2 $200
Mississippi 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Missouri 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Montana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
New England 18 1 3 0 7 11 4 $400
New York 14 1 3 0 3 7 4 $400
Nevada 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
New Mexico 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
North Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Northwest 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $0
Ohio 5 0 2 0 1 3 2 $200
Oklahoma 5 1 0 0 0 1 1 $100
Pennsylvania/S.J. 12 1 2 0 3 6 3 $300
South Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Tennessee 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Texas 4 0 1 0 2 3 1 $100
Utah/ldaho 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Virginia 2 0 1 0 0 1 1 $100
West Virginia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Wyoming 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0

TOTAL 134 7 23 0 53 83 30 $3,000
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ROMANIAN STRATEGY
Language Church Extension Division, HMB

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

F' •?

Source: Romanian Strategy Conference, Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions

Preaching 
Point

Bible
Study

Total 
New Units Pastors

Cooperative
Program

Alabama 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Alaska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Arizona 10 0 0 0 2 2 0 $0
Arkansas 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
California 80 2 2 0 0 4 4 $600
Colorado 20 1 0 0 0 1 1 $100
Dakotas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Dlst. of Columbia 20 1 0 0 0 1 1 $100
Florida 50 2 0 0 2 4 2 $200
Georgia 5 0 0 1 0 1 0 $0
Hawaii 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Illinois 25 1 0 1 0 2 1 $100
Indiana 25 0 1 1 0 2 1 $200
I°wa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Kansas/Nebraska 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Kentucky 20 0 1 0 0 1 1 $200
Louisiana 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Maryland/Delaware 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Michigan 20 0 0 3 1 4 0 $0
Minnesota/Wisconsin 10 0 0 1 1 2 0 $0
Mississippi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Missouri 5 0 0 1 0 1 0 $0
Montana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
New England 20 0 0 3 1 4 0 $0
New York 60 0 2 2 2 6 2 $400
Nevada 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
New Mexico 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
North Carolina 20 0 1 0 0 1 1 $200
Northwest 10 0 0 1 1 2 0 $0
Ohio 20 0 0 0 4 4 0 $0
Oklahoma 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Pennsylvania/S.J. 20 0 1 0 0 1 1 $200
South Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Tennessee 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Texas 40 0 2 0 0 2 2 $400
Utah/ldaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Virginia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
West Virginia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Wyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0L_____ TOTAL__________ 515 7 10 _________14 21 52 17 $2,700



RUSSIAN STRATEGY
Language Church Extension Division, HMB

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

Source: Russian Strategy Conference, Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Mission

Preaching 
Point

Bible 
Studies

Total 
New Units Pastors

Cooperative 
Program

Alabama 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Alaska 10 0 0 1 0 1 0 $0
Arizona 100 2 0 0 0 2 2 $1,000
Arkansas 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
California 230 2 2 2 3 9 4 $1,800
Colorado 50 0 1 1 0 2 1 $400
Dakotas 20 0 0 1 1 2 0 $0
Dist. of Columbia 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Florida 200 2 2 0 2 6 4 $1,800
Georgia 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Hawaii 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Illinois 110 1 1 0 2 4 2 $900
Indiana 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Iowa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Kansas/Nebraska 20 0 0 0 2 2 0 $0
Kentucky 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Louisiana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Maryland/Delaware 50 1 0 0 0 1 1 $500
Michigan 60 0 1 1 1 3 1 $400
Minnesota/Wisconsin 60 0 1 1 1 3 1 $400
Mississippi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Missouri 50 1 0 0 0 1 1 $500
Montana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
New England 300 2 4 0 4 10 6 $2,600
New York 250 1 4 3 1 9 5 $2,100
Nevada 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
New Mexico 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
North Carolina 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Northwest 90 0 2 0 1 3 2 $800
Ohio 20 0 0 1 1 2 0 $0
Oklahoma 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Pennsylvania/S.J. 260 3 2 1 2 8 5 $2,300
South Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Tennessee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Texas 140 0 3 0 2 5 3 $1,200
Utah/ldaho 10 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Virginia 20 0 0 1 1 2 0 $0
West Virginia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0
Wyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0

TOTAL 2,110 15 23 13 31 82 38 $16,700



UKRAINIAN STRATEGY
Language Church Extension Division, HMB 

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

i—i 
o 
Os

Source: Russian Strategy Conference, Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions

Preaching 
Points

Bible 
Studies

Total
New Units Pastors

Cooperative 
Program

Alabama 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Alaska 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Arizona 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $300
Arkansas 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
California 20 0 5 0 0 5 5 $2,000
Colorado 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $300
Dakotas 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $300
Diet. of Columbia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Florida 6 0 1 0 2 3 1 $700
Georgia 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $300
Hawaii 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Illinois 13 0 3 0 1 4 3 $1,350
Indiana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Iowa 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Kansas/Nebraska 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $300
Kentucky 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Louisiana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Maryland/Delaware 6 0 1 0 2 3 1 $700
Michigan 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Minnesota/Wisconsin 4 0 1 0 0 1 1 $400
Mississippi 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Missouri 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Montana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
New England 24 1 4 0 3 8 5 $2,550
New York 20 2 2 0 2 6 4 $2,100
Nevada 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
New Mexico 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
North Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Northwest 5 0 1 0 1 2 1 $550
Ohio 5 0 1 0 1 2 1 $550
Oklahoma 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Pennsylvania/S.J. 10 0 2 0 2 4 2 $1,100
South Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Tennessee 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Texas 4 0 1 0 0 T 1 $400
Utah/ldaho 4 0 1 0 0 1 1 $400
Virginia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
West Virginia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150
Wyoming 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $150

TOTAL 153 __________3 ___ 23 0 46 72 26 $17,600



EUROPEAN STRATEGY - OTHER GROUPS*
Language Church Extension Division, HMB 

GOALS FOR A.D. 2000

* Austrian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, German, Lishuanian, Norwegian, Portuguese, Slovak, Swedish, Yugoslavian 
Source: Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990

Convention/ 
Fellowship Baptisms Churches Missions

Preaching 
Points

Bible 
Studies

Total 
New Units Pastors

Cooperative 
Program

Alabama 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Alaska 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Arizona 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Arkansas 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
California 3 0 1 0 2 3 1 $100
Colorado 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Dakotas 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Dist. of Columbia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Florida 2 0 1 0 1 2 1 $100
Georgia 2 0 1 0 1 2 1 $100
Hawaii 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Illinois 3 0 1 0 2 3 1 $100
Indiana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Iowa 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Kansas/Nebraska 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Kentucky 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Louisiana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Maryland/Delaware 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $0
Michigan 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Minnesota/Wisconsin 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Mississippi 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Missouri 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Montana 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
New England 4 0 2 0 2 4 2 $200
New York 4 0 1 0 3 4 1 $100
Nevada 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
New Mexico 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
North Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Northwest 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Ohio 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Oklahoma 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Pennsylvania/S.J. 3 0 1 0 2 3 1 $100
South Carolina 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Tennessee 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Texas 3 0 1 0 2 3 1 $100
Utah 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Virginia 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 $0
West Virginia 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0
Wyoming 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 $0

TOTAL 57 0 9 0 48 57 9 $9001



EUROPEAN CHURCH DEVELOPMENT GOALS-A.D. 2000
Language Church Extension Division, HMB

LEADERS NEEDED

1. Involve prospective leaders in various activities.
2. Challenge those who demonstrate leadership ability by encouraging their 

participation.
3. Encourage immigrants from Eastern Europe by recognition and some 

financial support.
4. Prepare special orientation meetings by the Language Church Extension 

Division, HMB in European churches.
5. Discover new leaders among the young people involved in church or 

associational work.
6. Increase the use of young people in local church services.
7. Use the Sunday School as preparation for ministry.
8. Seek to motivate and train leaders in the churches.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

1. Train lay leaders in an intensive two-week training course.
2. Use Continuing Education for pastors.
3. Attempt to meet the need for trained ethnic church leaders. Unfortunately, 

many of our higher institutions of learning fail to meet the needs of the ethnic 
student.

4. Offer special basic courses for young people and lay pastors are needed.
5. Use the Polish Eben-Ezer Center for a European training base.
6. Give scholarships for Europeans in seminary training.
7. Train lay leaders and bivocational people in local churches.
8. Organize a training center for ethnic churches.
9. Prepare courses, such as School of Prophets, in different languages.

10. Provide Bible School Institute or seminary for students with limited English 
capabilities.

CONTEXTUAL LANGUAGE MATERIALS

1. Pamphlets to distribute in the church and during visitations are needed.
2. Italian materials are printed in Italy or by other denominations. Therefore,

care in using materials must be used.
3. Bibles and New Testaments in national languages are a must.
4. Bilingual material using Basic English is helpful.
5. Baptist Faith and Message in native languages is needed.
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6. Simple tracts in native languages are needed.
7. Doctrine material in their aware language.
8. Use local resources for translation and printing of locally needed items.
9. MasterLife and Sunday School materials in Ukrainian are needed.

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT - BIBLE STUDY

1. Bilingual Sunday School material for children and youth.
2. Once a group of people is identified, immediately plan for teaching opportuni

ties, such as, weekly Bible Study in homes and a Sunday School hour with 
youth, single adults, senior citizens, et cetera.

3. Material for children in Bible study is needed.
4. Woman Mission Union missions training materials are needed.
5. Brotherhood and stewardship courses are needed.
6. Have a group of ethnic leaders from different cultures work on materials and 

points of emphasis for themselves.
7. Improving teachers’ skills is a priority.
8. Translating Sunday School materials into Ukrainian is needed.

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT - DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING

1. Youth and adult training need to be emphasized.
2. Need useful training tools suitable for European congregations.
3. Work on the teaching aspect.
4. It is very difficult to break the Catholic mind-set.
5. Send trainers to churches.
6. Send information of video and materials which could be used to the churches.
7. Start a two or three year program for translation of material in collaboration

with the Sunday School Board.
8. Training of teachers is needed.
9. Teaching of discipleship is a priority.

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT - OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM

1. Increase the number of revival meetings.
2. Develop a city-wide visitation program.
3. Need New Testament or a gospel in Hungarian.
4. Evangelism is best realized on a one-to-one basis as compared to "mass" 

evangelism.
5. More evangelism and revivals are needed in the community.
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6. Better equip churches with existing resources and create new resources.
7. Continuing Witness Training

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT - CHURCH MUSIC

1. Adult and youth choirs are needed in every church.
2. Establish an orchestra in every church (as they used to have it in their old 

countries).
3. Discover and use music talent. It is a part of the culture.
4. Use simple Christian music with a message.
5. Print a bilingual songbook.
6. Develop training for the church music director.
7. Use the youth group in worship services.
8. Music is doing well now.

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT - STEWARDSHIP

1. Much help is needed in this area since many members are coming from 
churches overseas where the pastor did not get any money from the church.

2. Teaching this is essential. The tithing principle is most difficult for the Italian 
mind to accept and practice. The history is one of a volunteer clergy.

3. Train the pastors in the importance of stewardship.
4. Hold stewardship seminars in ethnic churches.
5. Provide more materials in the stewardship area.
6. Encourage ethnic churches to have a budget including Cooperative Program 

and other Southern Baptist programs.
7. Create a feeling of responsibility for the mission work.
8. Teach tithing to the church members.

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT - CHURCH ADMINISTRATION

1. Training for church secretaries and church clerks is needed.
2. Pastor is usually the chief administrator.
3. Find volunteers.
4. Set a goal in each association to help congregations with their administrative 

work.
5. Train church leaders.
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SPONSORS FOR MISSIONS

1. Challenge angle congregations to sponsor new work.
2. Find churches or associations among english speaking to sponsor new ethnic

churches.

FACILITIES

1. Start in house setting and following with rented facilities.
2. Utilize whatever is at your disposal. Later move to a rented facility. The 

eventual goal is a permanent church building.
3. Church building help is needed.
4. Living rooms in homes of church members could be used.
5. Goal is to have their own church building with rooms for youth and children.
6. Encourage Anglo churches to cooperate with ethnic churches in starting new 

missions, as far as church building, financial support, and bus ministries.

MASS MEDIA

1. Radio is needed in each city where we have a church or mission. Some funds 
are needed.

2. Newspaper ads are needed continuously.
3. Pastors can be the Religious Editor of a local newspaper.
4. Local TV station may give free time as a major resource.
5. Start radio ministry in European languages in cooperation with others.
6. Provide a list of radio stations available for starting new churches in cities 

with no ethnic ministry.

AWARENESS

1. Provide news releases on new missions and activities of other ethnic churches.
2. Call attention to the influx of the ethnic into the community.
3. Use the Polish camp for more activities.
4. Use churches for cooperative ethnic programs.
5. Put articles in Southern Baptist Convention magazines about ethnic activities.
6. Invite ethnic choirs or singers to American churches and conventions.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

1. Develop a bilingual church setting.
2. Start English Sunday School classes.
3. All services in Italian congregations are conducted in the English language.
4. Start a citizenship program in the church.
5. Classes of English for tutoring children.
6. Start a children’s choir in English.
7. Develop new missions for those English speaking ethnic people.

SPECIAL OUTREACH

1. Hungarian language classes for children and English language classes for 
adults.

2. Telephone counseling for people on drugs and alcohol.
3. Become involved in some of the social needs, such as, food kitchen, ministry 

to homeless persons, and ministry to abused women.
4. Use film and video for youth and children.
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ETHNIC HARVEST
A.D. 2000

LANGUAGE CHURCH EXTENSION DIVISION, HMB

Ethnic leaders of the national ethnic fellowships met 
to discuss, dream, and plan for the future. State directors 
of missions/language missions provided suggestions for a 
cooperative venture as part of the state language strategy 
planning. The shaded area in the table below indicates 
current congregations, the new work goals, and what can 
be achieved if these goals are attained.

The responsiveness of ethnic groups to the gospel and 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit, will make possible 
the achievement of these "dreams."

* To be developed

Ethnic Group
Present 

Congregations
New Work 

Goals Total

American Indian 475 849 1,324

Asian 1,425 6,043 7,468

Caribbean 130 260 390

Deaf 879 268 1,147

European 110 531 641

Hispanic 2,612 11,996 14,608

Middle Eastern 69 846 915

Multiethnic 406 20 426

Sub-Sahara 9 * 9

TOTAL 6,115 20,813 26,928

Source: Language Church Extension Division, HMB, 1990 
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EUROPEAN ETHNICITY DATA

The European mosaic of America is rich with diversity. The early European 
immigrants fueled the American Revolution and helped shape the "American Dream." 
European Baptists were in the forefront of molding America’s heritage. Southern Baptists 
have been enriched by the vitality and energy of European immigrants.

Today, Southern Baptists included recent European immigrants and refugees and the 
descendants of those earlier European immigrants. Any effort to share the gospel with all 
Americans must include both European immigrants and refugees.

The recent European immigrants and refugees are readily visible in our communities. 
They can be reached with the gospel through their native languages and cultures. These 
Europeans are included in the U.S. Census counts of single-ancestry Europeans. They 
usually responded to the Census question on self-identification of ancestry with a single 
response to show their strong identification with their European heritages.

Earlier European immigrants, their sons and daughters, and grandsons and 
granddaughters, may not be as visible in America’s communities. They can be reached with 
the gospel through their culture. A bilingual approach may need to be used to communicate 
effectively. Some of this group may have responded to the question on self-identification 
of ancestry with a single European ancestry. They showed a strong retention of cultural 
orientation to their European ancestry. Some of these less visible Europeans may have 
given a multiple response to the open-ended question on ancestry. Although not included 
in tabulations by the Language Church Extension Division, many of these Europeans can 
best be reached with the gospel through their European cultural orientations.

The thrust is to communicate the gospel message so all will listen, will respond, and 
will follow Christ daily.

David Teny, Associate to the Director, Language Chruch Extension Division, HMB
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EASTERN EUROPEANS

The ten most popular states of residence for people reporting at 
least one specific ancestry group in 1980.

Belorussians ; Bulgarians
1. New York 1214 1. Michigan 5968

2. New Jersey 981 2. Ohio 5917

3. California 835 3. California 4875

4. Illinois 709 4. Illinois 370 9

5. Ohio 440 5. Indiana .3320

6. Pennsylvania 365 6. New York 3248

7. Connecticut 275 7. Pennsylvania 1957

8. Michigan : 272 8. New Jersey 13 01

9. Florida 216 9. Florida 1152

10. Massachusetts 212 10. Minnesota 774

Croat i ans Czechoslovakians

1. Pennsylvania 53707 1. Illinois 208421

2. 11linois 39437 ■2. Texas 178932

3. Ohio 38874 3. New York 120153

4 . Michigan 17755 4. Ohio 118029

5. Wisconsin 13964 5. Minnesota 105671

6. California 13960 6. Nebraska 101267

7. Indiana 11196 7. Pennsylvania 100721
8 . New York 9004 8. Michigan 75005

9. Minnesota 6343 9. Iowa 72477

10. Mississippi 6020
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Gypsies Hungarians

1. California 1293 1. New York 244672

2. Florida 598 2. Ohio 243232

3. New York 582 3. Pennsylvania 203283

4 . Oregon 3 61 4. New Jersey 168500

5. Ohio 299 5. California 164903

6. Massachusetts 290 6. Michigan 126819

7. Pennsylvania 288 7. Florida 89587

8. Michigan 251 8. Illinois 84642

9. Washington 248 9. Connecticut 53451

10. New Jersey 229 10. Indiana 44312

Poles Rumanians

1. New York 1178173 1. New ’York 73504

2. Illinois 892009 2. California 44681

3. Pennsylvania 840741 3. Ohio 25746

4 . Michigan 824721 4. Michigan 22213

5. New Jersey 592172 5. Florida 21648

6. California 465677 6. New Jersey 1.9215

7. Wisconsin 462145 7. Pennsylvania 19064

8. Ohio 403768 8. Illinois 18069

9. Massachusetts 337518 9. Indiana 7576

10. Connecticut 287016 10. Maryland 6037
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Ukrainians Yugoslavians

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, PC 80-S1-10, April 1983, Table 2

1. Pennsylvania 143862 1. California 66766

2. New York 127678 2. New York 4 043 8

3 . New Jersey 80751 3.11 linois 34393

4 . California 49724 4. Ohio 23626

5. Michigan 47189 5. Michigan 23413

6. Ohio 45820 6. Pennsylvania 22513

7. I1linois 40987 7. New Jersey 16690

8. Connecticut 25229 8. Washington 14873

9. Florida 25227 9. Minnesota 11314

10. Massachusetts 17102 10. Florida 8690
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EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS 
OCCUPATIONS, 1984

Country or region 
of birth Total

OCCUPATIONS ________ -

No occu
pation

Total
Profes
sional 

specialty

Exiecutive, 
adminis
trative, 

and 
manageri

al

Sales
Adminis

trative 
support

Precision 
produc

tion, craft, 
and repair

Operators, 
fabri

cators, 
and labor

ers

Fanning, 
forestry, 
fishing

Service

All countries .........__ _ 543,903 211,392 38,595 20,247 10,542 17,703 25,472 46,157 10,715 41,961 332,511

64,076 28,868 7,563 3,243 1,343 2,690 4,336 3,952 761 4,978 35,210

32 10 • ' - 3 3 - 4 22
Austria......... ............ 442 184 68 32 13 19 17 4 — 31 258

Belgium....... ................. 537 215 95 48 12 17 11 5 1 26 322

Bulgaria ........................
Czechoslovakia............

225 128 36 10 6 12 18 25 1 20 97
1,218 

512
629 145 27 28 46 120 117 •• 146 589

Denmark.............. 237 80 55 14 14 22 4 36 275

Estonia........ . 9 4 2 1 — 1 — •• 5

Finland 264 143 61 24 8 15 3 8 1 23 121
France .......................... 2,135 87i 326 192 ' 57 97 62 23 11 203 1,164

German Democratic 55Rep. ............  .. 128 73 27 9 7 11 7 3 • 9
Germany, Federal 

Rep. 6,747 2,707 738 348 303 514 209 129 14 452 4,040
Gibraltar.......... ............ 4 2 1 ■■ 1 -> «. —

290
2

Greece .......................... 2,865 1,233 218 130 52 38 281 160 64 1,632
368Hungary ................. 825 457 110 32 17 39 91 81 •• 87

Iceland....... .................. 118 50 12 3 1 9 9 7 1 8 68

Ireland.................... ..... 1,223
3,130

37

679 231 85 33 82 93 50 20 85 544

Italy.............................. 1,231 216 163 52 63 241 191 55 250 1,899

Latvia........................... 19 9 5 — 2 - 2 1 18

Liechtenstein................ 3 2 - - - 2 - • - - 1
22Lithuania........ .............. 45 23 11 3 2 5 * 2

L uxembourg.... ....... . 19 11 5 1 * 2 1 - — 2 8

Malta ............................ 92 35 7 3 1 6 4 10 - 4 57

Monaco.........................
Netherlands....... ..........

2 
1,242 642 176 144 32 73 55 19 8 137 600

Norway ........
Poland........... ...............

375 192 69 45 4 19 23 7 1 24 183
9,466 
3,779 
4,004

5

5,204 1,016 135 119 219 1,081 1,433 172
298

1,029 4,262

Portugal ....................... 1,633 
1,947

63 48 54 77 415 311 367 2,146
Romania...................... 432 82 55 114 418 477 8 361 2,057
San Marino................— - — -. - - - 5

Spain......... ................. 1,393 508 163 65 27 44 62 37 9 101 865
Sweden....... ................. 974 493 194 123 33 49 24 12 4 54 481
Switzerland......... ... 620 326 110 68 10 31 31 18 2 56 294

U.S.S.R.........._.............. 6,068 2,238 600 113 81 256 440 375 7 366 3,850

United Kingdom........... 13,949 5,976 2,166 1,209 306 792 480 284 36 703 7,973

Yugoslavia..........—... 1,569. 664 176 40 15 24 113 151 44 101 905

Source: 1984 Statistical Yearbook of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
p. 65.
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A UNIFIED EUROPE

The year 1992 marks a self-imposed deadline that members of the European 
Community have set to eliminate all regulatory and commercial trade barriers 
along their 12 borders.

If successful, Europe by 1992 will become a unified market with com
patible regulations, standards and business practices. It will replace the 
United States as the world's largest market with 323 million people and a 
gross domestic product of $4.23 trillion.

A unified European market poses significant opportunities and challenges 
for U.S. firms: They should find it easier to market their goods in Europe but 
will face stiffer competition at home from European firms.

The European Community has identified 300 measures that must be revised 
before all trade barriers can be removed by Dec. 31, 1992. The community has 
agreed on more than 80 of the. measures and made progress on 100 others .

European companies have initiated a series of mergers, acquisitions and 
joint ventures to take advantage of the new market. Once positioned in the 
European market, these bigger and stronger merged companies are expected to 
target the U.S. market.

For some products, a trucker or freight forwarder is currently required 
to fill out 150 forms to move one product through the European Community. By 
1992, that will be replaced with one form. The price U.S. firms can expect to 
pay for free movement throughout Europe will be increased competition in the 
United States from larger European firms.

Some people are skeptical of plans for a unified European market. They 
feel there will never be a market of 323 million people. Some of the nuisance 
barriers between the markets will be reduced, but the markets are funda
mentally different. It is important to remember that there are different 
cultures, different languages and different ways of looking at things. At 
most, country distinctions could fade, but differences in cultures would 
remain.

Source: "1992: What a Unified Europe will Mean to the U.S. Economy, " The 
Atlanta Journal and Constitution, June 5, 1988, pp. IE
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EUROPEAN AND SOVIET UNION 
POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Percent
Country 1995 2000 2020 Urban

NORTHERN EUROPE 84,000,000 86,000,000 88,000,000 85%
Denmark 5,100,000 5,200,000 4,900,000 84%
Finland 5,000,000 5,000,000 4,900,000 62%
Iceland 300,000 300,000 300,000 89%
Ireland 3,500,000 3,500,000 3,400,000 56%
Norway 4,200,000 4,300,000 4,300,000 71%
Sweden 8,500,000 8,800,000 9,000,000 83%
United Kingdom 57,400,000 59,100,000 60,800,000 90%

WESTERN ERUOPE 159,000,000 164,000,000 160,000,000 83%
Austria 7,600,000 7,700,000 7,600,000 55%
Belgium 9,900,000 9,900,000 9,400,000 95%
France 56,400,000 57,900,000 58,700,000 73%
Germany, West 63,200,000 65,700,000 62,300,000 94%
Luxembourg 400,000 400,000 400,000 78%
Netherlands 14,900,000 15,300,000 15,000,000 89%
Switzerland 6,700,000 6,800,000 6,900,000 61%

EASTERN EUROPE 113,000,000 115,000,000 119,000,000 64%
Bulgaria 8,900,000 9,000,000 9,100,000 67%
Czechoslovakia 15,700,000 16,300,000 17,000,000 75%
Germany, East 16,300,000 15,500,000 15,000,000 77%
Hungary 10,600,000 10,600,000 10,400,000 60%
Poland 37,800,000 38,900,000 41,700,000 61%
Romania 23,300,000 24,500,000 26,000,000 54%

SOUTHERN EUROPE 145,000,000 150,000,000 149,000,000 68%
Albania 3,300,000 3,800,000 4,700,000 35%
Greece 10,100,000 10,200,000 9,900,000 58%
Italy 57,700,000 58,600,000 56,100,000 72%
Malta 400,000 400,000 400,000 85%
Portugal 10,400,000 10,700,000 10,700,000 30%
Spain 39,400,000 40,700,000 40,700,000 91%
Yugoslavia 23,800,000 25,100,000 26,300,000 46%

USSR 291,000,000 312,000,000 355,000,000 66%

Source: "1990 World Population Data Sheet," Population Reference Bureau, 
Inc., Washington, D.C., April 1990
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