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Race Data

The 2000 Census had six racial categories: White, Black or African American, American Indian and
Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander, and “some other race.” For
comparative purposes, the Census Bureau has converted the 1990 population counts into the same
racial categories as the 2000 Census. However, the two or more race category is only available for the
current census. Therefore, the data has been divided into single race data (only one race was chosen),
and multiple race data (two or more races were chosen).

Racial Growth

Among the six primary single race categories, the White population had the greatest net increase with
nearly 12 million while the category “some other race” grew by over 5 million. Two-thirds of the
total single race net increase for the decade has been accounted for by the growth in these two racial
categories. Figure 2 shows the net increases for these primary single race categories.

Figure 2—Single Race Net Change, 1990 to 2000
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While each of these single races had a positive net growth during the decade, the rate of growth was
highest among the racial categories of “some other race” and Asians. “Some other race” grew by
nearly 60 percent, and Asians grew by almost 50 percent for the decade. While Whites had the largest
net increase, they also were the slowest growing race category—Iless than 6 percent. Figure 3 shows
the growth rates among the largest racial categories.

'“Some other race” is a catch all category for a respondent to choose when other categories did not fit.



Figure 3—Single Race Percent Change, 1990 to 2000
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Figure 4 illustrates the percentage of cach single race category based on the total single race
population. Slightly more than three-quarters (77.0%) of the single race population is White. The next
largest single race category is Black or African American with nearly 13 percent. Persons who cited
“some other race” comprise about 6 percent of the single race total, while all Asians represent slightly
less than 4 percent of this total.

Figure 4—Single Race by Percent of Total Single Race, 2000
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Asians and Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander categories are further divided into
subcategories. Each of these subcategories contributed differently to the overall Asian population



growth. The Asian race subcategories include Asian Indian, Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Korean,
Vietnamese, and Other Asian.”

The fastest growing Asian category, with a population of over one million, is Asian Indian. The Asian
Indian population has doubled in the past 10 years, growing at a rate of 105.9 percent for the decade.
This population now represents the third largest individual Asian category in the U.S.

Currently, the three largest Asian subcategories are Chinese (2.4 million), Filipino (1.9 million), and
Asian Indian (1.7 million). These three Asian subcategories represent 3 out of every 5 Asians (58.2%)
living in the U.S.

Since 1990, the Japanese population has declined about 6 percent and is less than one million.
Japanese, in 1990, were the third largest Asian category. Now both the Korean and Vietnamese
populations number over one million and have surpassed the Japanese population.

Two or More Races

While the overwhelming majority of the population categorized themselves as a single race, about 2.4
percent, or 6.8 million, people claimed two or more races. About half (48.2%) of this population is
White with American Indian and Alaska Native, or White with “some other race.”

Hispanic Ethnicity

Hispanic ethnicity is not a racial classification by Census Bureau standards. Hispanics are treated as
an ethnicity that crosses over racial lines. Therefore, there are Hispanic Whites, Hispanic Blacks,
Hispanic Asians, etc.

Hispanics represent 12.5 percent of the U.S. population. To put this figure into perspective, Hispanics
are the single largest group outside of White non-Hispanics (Anglos) in the nation. For the first time,
the number of Hispanics has eclipsed the number of Blacks in the United States—35 million
compared to 34 million, respectively.’

Hispanics by Race

Figure 5 shows how the Hispanic population is distributed racially. Since Hispanic is an ethnicity,
they also report racial information. Almost all (93.7%) Hispanics claimed only one race. Of these,
nearly half (47.9%) were White Hispanics. Another two-fifths (42.2%) were “some other race”
Hispanics. About 4 percent of all Hispanics were Black or African American alone, American Indian
and Alaska Native alone, Asian alone, or Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone. The
remaining 6 percent of all Hispanics claimed two or more races. It is interesting to note that this new
multiple race category represents only 2.4 percent of the total U.S. population, but that fully one-third
of persons choosing multiple races were Hispanic in ethnicity.

“The “Other Asian” category for this report includes Cambodian, Hmong, Laotian, Thai, and all “other”
Asians—mostly groups from Southeast Asia and the Indian subcontinent.

? Since Hispanics can be of any race, there are Black Hispanics. By leaving the Black Hispanics in the Hispanic
count and the Black race count this comparison can be made.



Figure 5—Hispanic Ethnicity by Race, 2000
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Summary

The United States population has increased by nearly 33 million people in the past 10 years. Some
population segments have grown faster than others. Hispanics, as a whole, were the single largest
contributor to the population increase, accounting for more than one-third of the national population
net growth. Asians grew more than three times faster than the nation as a whole, yet represent less
than 4 percent of the population.

The majority of the United States is still predominantly a White non-Hispanic nation with 7 out of
every 10 U.S. residents fitting in that category. All other race and ethnic categories, including
Hispanics, comprise less than one-third of the population. Racial and ethnic diversity in the U.S. is
not new. This nation was founded from an immigrant population. As global travel continues to grow
and borders become more open, this diversity will only increase.



