





TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION....... csescesesssensnans P ii

CHAPTER 1 - POPULATION AND POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS....... R

Population General Characteristics
Nativity of the Population

Racial and Age Characteristics
Educational Attainment

Marital Status

CHAPTER 2 - ECONOMIC AND HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS....... S fic

Family Income Characteristics
Employment and Occupations
Mobility of the Population
Housing Characteristics

CHAPTER 3 - CHURCHES AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP......c..cceteeeceancnns 30

All Denominations in Georgia

Size and Location of Georgia Baptist Churches

Indicators of Congregational Distribution

Indicators of Congregational Change

Indicators of Congregational Resources

Results of Questionnaire Distributed to Georgia Churches
Selected Church Data

Inventory of Local Church Ministries

CONCLUSIONS ..... 61

-------------------------------------------------






in nature rather than exhaustive since it would be physically impossible
to present all of the data which have been accumulated as a result of this
study.

Appreciation must be expressed to several people who have made signifi-
cant contributions to this report. Dr. Searcy Garrison has given wise coun-
sel to the Division of Missions and Evangelism in the pursuit of this state-~
wide study. Ernest J. Kelley, the Division Director, has worked diligently
in accumulating several of the data contained in the report and in constant-
ly counseling with the author over the development of the report. The staff
of the division are: O.M. Cates, Evangelism; Henry K. Neal, Metropolitan
Missions; Earle F. Stirewalt, Work with National Baptists; Archie Mayo, Chap-
laincy; A. J. Silva, Spanish Ministries; and Charles A. Fanshaw, Deaf Minis-
tries. All of these have made significant contributions to the study by
their efforts in accumulating the data for several sections of the report.
The directors of associational and area missions were also instrumental in
assisting in the project, by contacting the churches selected for the question-
naire distribution. A very special "thank you" goes to Miss Cathy Hulsey,
the depagtment office secretary, Mrs. Larra Druin, Mr. Clay Price, Miss
Carolyn Thigpen, and especially to Miss Lynn Parrish, who have all worked
diligently in accumulating data and in the analysis of the findings contain-

ed in the report.

Methodology
The study grew out of a mutual interest and discussion of the mission

and evangelism needs of Georgia. The initial discussion involving Ernest
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with the same statistical tables appears in Volume II, but with a delineation

being made by counties.

Don F. Mabry, Director
Department of Survey and Special Studies
Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention
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TABLE 2

POPULATION AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS IN GEORGIA BY REGIONS, 1970%

STATE Urban Foreign Spanish Non-English
Population Stock Population Mother Tongue

AND 1970
REGIONS Population Per- Per- Per- Per-
Number cent Number | cent | Number | cent Number | cent
GEORGIA 4,589,569 2,767,510 60.3 111,516 2.4 45,289 1.0 327,833 7.1
North Georgia 2,317,623 | 1,488,011 64.2 62,217 2.7 21,606 0.9 162,147 7.0
Middle Georgia | 1,314,338 742,253 56.5 31,692 2.4 15,165 1.2 98,743 7.5
South Georgia 957,608 537,246 56.1 17,607 1.8 8,518 0.9 66,943 7.0

POPULATION AND

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS IN GEORGIA

CHURCH STUDY, 1974P

974
STATE 1974 1 URBAN POPULATION
AND . Adult
REGIONS Population Population | yumber | Percent
GEORGIA 20,901 7,611 5,500 72.3
North Georgia 7,865 2,910 2,087 71.7
Middle Georgia 7,770 2,775 2,143 77.2
South Georgia 5,266 1,926 1,270 65.9
8gsource: 1970 Census of Population.
bsource: Questionnaires Distributed to Selected Churches.
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The second part of Table 2 indicates the general characteristics of
persons who completed the questionnaires which were distributed to the
ghurches. There were actually 6,303 questionnaires which were returned
that were usable. These guestionnaires were fiiled out on the families
of the individuals and their families account for approximately 21,000
individuals. Of this number 7,600 or 36% were adults.

The most interesting fact revealed here is that the questionnaire
suggests that the churches are more urban in their makeup than is the
general population. Note on the table that 60% of the total state popu-
lation is urban, but 72% of the persons responding to the questionnaire
live in urban areas. A study conducted in 1574 by the department on 23
metropolitan counties in Georgia found that approximately 45% of all the
resident members in the Georgia Convention are located in the 23 metro
counties. The interpretation of this data is that likely a greater pro-
portion of the membership of the Georgia Baptist churches are urban than
is true of the population. The reverse is true when the number of churches
is considered, that is, there are more rural churches, percentage wise,

than urban churches.

Nativity of the Population

The data on Table 3 indicates that for the most part 99.3% of the
Georgia population was born in the United States. It is interesting to
note that almost 74% of the Georgia population are natives of the state of
Georgia. As might be expected, slightly less than this, 72% of the North

Georgia population, are native Georgians, while in South Georgia almost 78%
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is not particularly informative since it follows: pretty much the national
norm, and there seems to be very few age characteristic differentials
between the regions and the state as a whole. Even the median age of
Georgia, 25.9 years, approximates the national norm. When the age char-
acteristics of the churches is considered, it is found that a slightly
higher percentage of the population is under 19 than is true in Georgia,
and a slightly lesser percentage is between the ages of 20 and 59. The
age group categories are not parallel since there is a one year difference,
but these categories are close enough for comparison.

It is surprising that the average age of the church members is 30.7
years, while the median age of the state is 25.9. It was not possible to
calculate the median age for the churches, but with the large sample in-
volved in this study, it is likely that the mean and median would not be
drastically different.

A comparison of the age characteristics (Table 4) reveals that only
about half as many of the church members are between the ages of 20 and
29, as is true in the state population. For instance, about 24 percent of
the state's population in 1970 was between ages 20 and 29, while in the
churches in 1974 only about 13% of the population was in this age group.
Then, when the comparison was made between the churches and state in the
age groups 40 to 49 and 50 to 59, more than twice as many of the church
members are in these age groups as is true in the general population.

Persons over 70 years of age, for the most part, are not involved in
the activities of the churches. This is a general observation of the

churches, but it is also true in the number of persons who filled out the















Of the remainder, 2.6% were separated and 3.2% were divorced, while 3.2%
were widowed. These data indicate that there are a fairly significant
number of marital "problems" in the community, but the data from the church
survey indicate that very few of these are represented in the churches.

0f the more than 6,000 questionnaires turned in, only 23 of them had a

head of household that was separated and only 127 had a head of household
that was divorced. This was less than 3% of all families represented in
the survey. At the same time, however, approximately the same percentage
(7.5%) were widowed, as is true in the general population. This would
indicate to this author that, for the most part, the churches do not
minister to nor relate to those persons who have had marital "problems"

and are now in a non-married state. It is not known how many of the non-
married have been previously married to other persons. It does not seem
likely, however, that very many of the present church attenders in Georgia
Baptist churches are previously married individuals. This area of community
life will demand the very best in programming of ministries to reach these
kinds of people. In many of the community organizations, including the

churches, these people are "left out" in the planning and activities.
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CHAPTER II

ECONOMIC AND HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Two of the most important descriptions of people in a state or region
are the economic conditions and housing characteristics. This assists in

determining the life-style and community commitment of the people.

Family Income Characteristics

The data on Table 7 indicate the median and mean family incomes and
some selected sources of income. The median is the exact middle, half of
the families would receive more than this and half would receive less. The
mean is an average arrived at by totaling the family incomes and dividing
by the number of families. In both cases it can be noted that the Georgia
median and mean are higher than each of the three regions. The explanation
for this is the influence of the metropolitan areas. They carry a dispro-
portionate influence since almost 1/3 of the state's population lives in the
metro area of Atlanta.

The three columns indicating the social security, public assistance,
and poverty incomes of families are very significant. Approximately 18%
of all families in the state are receiving social security. This includes
not only those who have retired, but also those where there has been dis-
ability and where there are minor children with a deceased father. This
indicates that there is a large dependance upon social security as a source
of family income in Georgia and its regions.

Public assistance is actually the welfare income families. Approximate-
ly 8% of all families in the state receive welfare, but in Middle and South
Georgia, approximately 10% of the families are on welfare.
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