SECTION THIRTEEN

Fear as a Motive in the Life of a Christian:
How to deal with it

This is a chapter from a new book entitled:

Fear, Slothfulness, Lust:
The Causes of Failure in Christian Men

Meekness, Humility, Gentleness:
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Chapter Eight: Fear
The Ministry of the Son of God and Fear

The central role of fear in the life of man is addressed
throughout the Word of God. Jesus Christ came to deliver man
from fear. Actually, fear, i.e., anxiety about life, 1is one
of the greatest insults to the Person of Christ, for He came
to deliver His people from fear. In that Christ was
imminently successful in accomplishing His purpose, fear by
God's people is an imputation of Christ's accomplished work.
Hebrews 2:14-15 states:

"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part
of the same; that through death He might destroy Him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and
deliver them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage."

This passage directly relates fear to the physical -- to the
death of the body. It confirms that fear breaks down God's
hedge of protection around our physical bodies and exposes us
to the fear of death. This fear will make God's people
compromise God's standards in order to escape what they
perceive as death. This death may be the death of
friendships; it may be the death of success; it may be the
death of church growth; it may be the death of prosperity.
Whatever the death, the fear of it causes God's people to
compromise. Whatever the death, the fear of it breaks down
God's hedge of protection around His people, allowing them to
get out into the world, and allowing the world to get into
the church.

The death which delivers us from the fear of death is the
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. His victory over death robs
death of its sting, that is, its terror. I Corinthians
15:54-58 states:

"So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put

on immortality, then shall be brought to pass

the saying that is written, Death is swallowed

up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death
is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord."
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The only basis for fear is to deny the redemptive work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Christ's redemptive work releases God's
people to live valiantly for the Lord without regard for
physical safety and without regard to fear. God's people are
able to "be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord", for they know that even if their "work for
Christ" results in their death, "it will not be in vain", He
has overcome death. In the resurrection, the work of Christ
in us and through us will be sustained.

The Father and Fear

Jesus said that there is only One Whom man should fear. In
fact, the fear of other things impugns the Fatherhood of God,
for Jesus said:

"And I say unto you My friends, Be not afraid of them
that kill the body, and after that have no more that
they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall
fear: Fear Him, which after He hath killed hath power
to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear Him." (Luke
12:4-5)

God the Father is the only Being Whose power is worthy of
fear, for His is the only power which has control over the
eternal destiny of man. Recently, I conducted the funeral of
the mother of a dear friend. She had been brutally murdered.
In the service, we celebrated the truth of this verse; I
concluded:

"Without minimizing the terror which this dear lady
faced at the hands of her murders, I want to assure you
that her ordeal is over. Those who killed her can do
nothing more to her. Because of the blood of Christ,

" the only One remaining Who has any power over her has
said, 'Welcome, My child into the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundations of the earth.' Yet, there are
those of you sitting here, who will die peacefully in
your bed surrounded by your loved ones. You will never
know the terror of death, which this lady faced.
However, you face a terror far worse than that which she
faced; you face the terror of a Holy God, Who will judge
you, and send you to hell."

The Holy Spirit and Fear

Paul states that fear ignores the presence and ministry of
God, the Holy Spirit. Christians often have difficulty with
the Person of the Holy Spirit. He is to be loved, worshiped,
honored, obeyed, glorified and exalted, for He is God. He is
not the power of God; He is not the Presence of God. He is
God. He does not seek honor for Himself; He does not seek
glory for Himself, but He is God. Paul said:
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"For God hath not glven us- the Splrlt of fear, but
of power and of love, and of a sound.mind (self
discipline.) (II Timothy 1:7) .

When a Christian lives under the oppre551on of anxiety, he
denies the ministry of HOLy Spirit, Who is not the Spirit of
fear. Fear or anxiety, in the believer is the result of the
rejection of the ministry of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. The Love of God will free man from fear. I John
4:17-18 stateS' .

"Hereln is our 1ove made perfect “that we may have
boldness in the day .of judgment because as He is, so
are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casteth out fear; because fear hath
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love."

When man can have boldness when he stands before God for
judgment, and such can every man have who has the blood of
Christ upon his 1life, then that man need fear nothing or no
one, but God. When God is feared, He is reverenced,
worshiped, obeyed and loved. The fear of God motivates
intimacy with God, not intimidation by H1m

Gap In Hedge Around Body Created by Fear

A gap in God's hedge around the body is. formed by fear, which
leads to rebellion, slothfulness or lust. God did not design
man to live with fear. Unfortunately, it is sometimes
forgotten that the "fear of the Lord" is not an anxiety
created by uncertainty; it is a reverence created by worship
and awe. Fear, which is the result of anxiety, will destroy
the physical life of a man because of accelerating physical
deterioration, and because it opens the believer to attack in
the area of life affected by the fear.

Fear exposes the ultimate concern of an individual. When a
man fears something, he identifies what is most important to
him. That which he fears represents what is most important
to a man. That which a man fears, he will worship. Yet, the
man that fears nothing, worships himself.

The Bible continually admonishes man to "fear the Lord",
while cautioning him about the fear of anything else.
Jeremiah 5:22-24 states:

"Fear -ye not Me? saith the Lord: Will ye not tremble
at My presence, which have placed the sand for the bound
of -the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass
it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet
can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not
pass over it? But this people hath a revolting and a
rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. Neither
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say they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lord our
God, that givethirain; both the formetr and the latter, "
in His season: ‘He-reserveth unto us the app01nted weeks
of the harvest." AL SRR

Observation of the phy51cal*World the—Bible—says, should:: & 080
teach man the reasonableness$ of the-"fear “6f the Lord."™ Isn'te'”s»
it amazing that God 1s’so gréat‘Hé ‘can employ ‘a- small graln
of sand to hold back tle mosﬂ poWer ph951cai force upon
earth, the waves of ‘the’séa which pound ‘¥ncéssantly upon the,f"‘
shores? What a subtle and profound statement of the majesty'~ "' i+
of God. If I were constructlng a barrier for the waves of

the sea, I would havé’ made~them~out“of contrete blocks’: Géd

chose a simple graln of sand by - Wh:ch\tc-show HlS glorY'and
ma]esty. . oL 'L wyar W I
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If men fear global warming and the rlsing ‘of “the séa, Iet“ﬂf*
them read the Word of God. The seas will never pass over the
shores of the ocean agaln”‘Later, it will “be iSéef ‘that: by“
observing another phenomenon o%“nature, ‘f.e.;t*thé’ behav1or of
ants, men of God can. learn much about Slothfulriéss. & -
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Unfortunately, man often seeénfhe“power of " nature “and fears -
for his own physical safety ¥ The -root - of thfs fear is the '
refusal to acknowledge God as the Creator of the unlverse,
and the refusal to submit oneself’to His“authorityi-
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Fear*Caused By o ER EmLen :
. St elag ol AN SN T ks
Lack of a clear consc1ence~w1th the fear of exposure ST
Adam and Eve were the first belngs to ‘have a° defllea:'1 Ve ¥4ﬁ5“
conscience before God; that is, they “were the first beings to - =
have broken God's laws; they then discovered that they could
not "face" God. After Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of the ST
Knowledge of Good and Eve, they felt naked. Their nakedness
was the result of their sin. They no longer had the robe of
righteousness given to them as a gift from God. Therefore,*
when God approached In the cool of the evenlng, they hid R
themselves. R o ' ' '
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The fear which was expressed Ey their hiding was different
from the fear which" they had before.” Previously, they feared- ;
the Lord. They lived in the reverence and the awe of God.' - =-< i
They worshipped the Lord. But, now they had anxiety; they - -
were tremulous. They felt threatened and insecure. This was
the first result of ‘€in: - the’ fear “of God was replaced by " ’
anxiety and intimidation. They were ‘afraid, and they dldn't—
know what to do abbut it ‘Remember, ‘the man who refuses to
live by the fear of the Lord, w111 be lorded over by hls T
fears. ‘
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Today, fear, in the life of the believer, is the result of
this same mechanism. - Man,/whorhaSQsinned,rand has not
confessed and repented of that sin, will be anxious. He will
be afraid to come into the presence oi,a Holy God.

The Dev1l's only 1nfluence in the 11fe of a bellever is the
threat of blackmail. (See Chapter Nine, The Basis of Victory
in Spiritual Warfare: - The Blood of Jesus Christ, which gives
details on -how to achleve ‘a. ¢clear conscience, what it means
to "agree, with your adversary'", and the blackmail of the
enemy of our souls.) - The threat:of exposure of unconfessed
and concealed sin w1ll cause- thewbellever to compromise.

. PRSI U7 o U SRS SR
This is why the Lord admonlshes us, Nagree with thine
adversary quickly."--(Matt. $5:25) : Once the believer has
exposed all of his sin to the Lord in repentance, he is free
to face the accusations of the enemy boldly. When the enemy
makes an accusation against the believer-in an area which has
not been confessed to the Lord, he can intimidate the
believer. The believer who has inordinate -anxiety about his
physical life often is reflecting a defiled conscience
-- unconfessed sin in his life and therefore fear of God's
judgment after death

-

Temporal values due to a wrong concept of success
Jesus said, "lay up: treasure where moth and: rust cannot
destroy or rust and.thieves do not break through and steal."
(Matthew 6:19ff) - When the believer begins to focus upon
temporal- issues, circumstances will cause him to be afraid.
Temporal-values are an inadequate basis for life, because
they are temporary. They will not last. Proverbs 23:4-5
states:

"Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.
Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for
riches certainly make themselves wings: they fly away
as an eagle toward heaven."

Given man's greatest efforts, riches are at the very best
only temporary. Jesus knew that the only way man could
overcome fear or anxiety about life is to understand what was
ultimately important. When a man focuses upon temporal
values, he will be overcome with fear, because they are so
transient. Anything which is subject to decay by nature and
theft by man is an unworthy basis for life.

To give security'to His children, Jesus based our faith upon
that which is absolutely secure and certain. That is why the
doctrine of the security of the believer is so critical. I
Peter 1 stateS' . " :
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& sve LIao adl otoo Ly Y yBhot
"Blessed be the«God and Father. oﬁ”burunord Jesus Chrlst,z ez
which according to His abundant mercy’ hhath begotten uss:zelrc:
again unto a livelis hopeiby the:xesurrection of Jesus..f11n o
Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and thht faldeth ' hot away,. reserved in "svsu sl
heaven for you.:. Who. are” kept: by the-power. of God . .¢ IFs3nI
through faith untyisalvation riead¢ toibe revealed dn - 1i2% ol
the last timei.{Forasmuch. as y#& khow tlhrat:ye were noto ei:sxeb
redeemed with corruptible things, as'silwer-and gold,:c~v.' o
from your vain conversation® received by tradltlon'from,f ‘~:7e
your fathers;:But with the precious: blood. of Christ,sas cr Tie

of a lamb without blemish and without spot. Who was
verily foreordained‘befbre the foundatien:nf.the world,z & =i’
but was manifes%. in’ thesevlast'tlmes Tbr yol.. " 4IJPete¢ kef?

1:3-5, 18- 20) O L S T (v SR o B S S04 B R nErogaa
i Yool P NLE TG 5 T D SOOFIESLTDR 0T 2TET n:
our salvation is based upbn“’““- alizd &0 2 IO S F g S L R zABLm
WEX = RTaL wL3 Ll Eazeile RREE ST

1. An inheritance which -is- not: subject tond3£ay or .7 AT -1
corrosion: "To- an.1nher1tance-lntorruptrble,wand T LBl grn

undefiled, and that*fadeth hot .away,- resérved in heaven:conr
for you." (I Peter 1:4) NS 1) R S

2. An inheritance which cannot be stolen by man: '"Who
are kept by the power. ‘ofcGod through faith sunto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time." (I Peter 1:5)

3. An inheritance which is iobtained i eterarity. by’ ’Eternity: ..:
"Forasmuch as ye know that: ye’Werel not'iredeemed with Ve le .
corruptible things;” as- siiver and .gold,. from you¥ vain < I &:n)
conversation received by tradition- from:your. fathers;:B But: o nal
with the precious blood of: Thrist, :as:of ‘a lamb withdut_w" 27
blemish and without spot.:f Who' was: verdily foreordained - -z el
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in : 2es:

these last times for you." (I Peter 1:18-20)
Confidence in anything else will produce fear in man.. This
is the basis of Paul's admdnition: to: Tlmothy £ T ol
"Charge them that are rich in thlS world that they be
not highminded, Fors.trust in”uncertain rlches, but in - s .
the living God,  who gaveth us rlchly all things to R S e
enjoy:" (I Tlmothy 6 17) Cooa S st Ye g

e . a e . i
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Riches are '"uncertain®;- they are-unrellable, and must not-be -
trusted. Demas was an® excellent example of this. II Tlmothy

4:10 states: cet bl , RN
"Demas hath forsakeni‘me, having -loved thlS present R I
world and 1s departed dnto Thessalonlca Lol KROAl Yol

Because of Demas' love for the temporal he became fearful- J Tarol

and tremulous. He became anxious and he tried to "play it
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safe." The safe way was not to "run around with the Apostle

Paul." Therefore, he forsook: the Lord's.purpose for his life

and lived in fear, frustration and failure.
. B E LU i
ST A Expectations TR
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Expectations deny God's ownership, and therefore God's
rulership over our Lives. Expectatiens are slightly
different from temporal:values. -Temporal.values focus man's
attention upon things; -expectations focus man's attention
upon relationships ‘and/or accomplishments. - Expectations
address man's success motive, whether -that success is in
secular or religlous matters ToEDE L s i

o0 gEOLMW by F
Fear w1ll result from a.man-associating hlS selﬁ worth with
accomplishing d ‘certain thing and/or mupen-receiving the
attention:of-a special -person or.the approbation of a certain
group. The-:expectation may be the hope ef-assignment to a
certain position or the acquiring of_agoertain,privilege.

Whatever it is, when one's worth -- one's value, one's
contentment»—-‘is based -upon-obtaining it; it will create

fear. B A Lo I8 =L

That is. why Jesus sa1d‘“<
"Therefore take no thought saying, What shall we eat?
or,. What-shall we.drink? -or, Wherewithal shall we be
clothed? . (Forzafter-all these things do the Gentiles
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
need of.all. these' things..' But:seek-ye--first the kingdom
of God, and .His .righteousness; and all these things
shall -be'.added:unto you. .:Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the morrow shall take.thought for the
things of itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof." (Matthew 6:31-34)

The only way in which man can emulate eternity, as far as a
life style is concerned, is in living in the present. The
essential nature of eternity is that it does not have a past
and a future. That is why God told Moses, "I am that I am
sent you." God's dimen51on is now' T R T

To llVe w1th expectations, upon the- basis of- which we
establish happiness, success or. 51gnif1cance is to deny this
truth. Expectations cause men-to live-in.the. past due to
failure or in. the future due to fantasies. In relationship
to one's self, believers are to-live in. the, now;.they do this
by living without expectations. In regard. to God, believers
are to live holy lives. In regard to.one's .fellow man, we
are to live redemptive lives, which means that we yield our
right of vengeance and give that right-to God. Expectations
contradict: God's design for the:man of God's- relationship
with God, with self and with others. - . L
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ow TooLLas 1t ood don crar o T -
The :lédtk- of the trust-of-God : . SRR vl
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Fear is created by a man doubting God's ablllty to fulflll
His promises and/or doubting G®d!s: desdige:to fulfill those
commitments on his behalf. Jeremlah 17:5-8 states:

NI rYent T NI 08 90 B 0s IR TG A TG T e Juhl ‘u:f-»,
"Thus saith -the Lord, CU¥sed e jthe man ythat: trusbetb;nn.s,pg
man, and maketh-flesh ‘hif& 7arm, .and .whose -heart departethe>
from the Lorduv'befHerﬁaliaﬁé“rike%Eheaheath in:the:;frsrne
desert, and shall not: S¢efwhHen'good cometh; sbuteshall =7 nogi
inhabit the paréhed placeas it tthe wilderness,uvin.d.salt »2nh5
land and not inhabited. Blessed .issthesmamcthat -1 jo e oo:sz
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For
he shall be‘as aéttrée plantedcby ‘therwaters; and:that :uw -5e
spreadeth out her *rootsibycthe.river, andrshall notisee- rciw:
when heat cometh,-but cher :l'saf shall:be greeny and-shall,:: sz
not be careful-infthe yeaf @f'drought 1neﬂthencshall "
cease from yleldlng*@fult WAL Lple et o to o ne T Bz o _eran
'STn s Ul e o aenw ,:J < e mn T
"Careful" is the- translatlon SFf fac Hébrewaof&o(strong ‘S Jernl
#1672) which means "anxious, be afraid, sorry. Gesenlus i
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon of the 01d Testament states: "It is
applied to terror and fear". The source of:this fear .is ‘the
Q&. failure to trust God. The source of the failure to trust
& God, we shall learn; is-the'faildre- toumedlbate upon- the Word
of God. The man who places-hxé trustini anythlmg other.than
God, particularly in otherimen, i1l be :overcome: by fear;; -

TargEN oo Inevizen pust 3ol 177

LDEWO

Yet, the man who places ‘Ris=trust” abseluterysand totally 1nu
God will not be careful -- khefwill:=not be fearfukl. L
Circumstances -- drought, ‘difficulties,cdisasters,. deoreaSlng
funds -- will not cause him toé¢- 'be unfruitful.-cHe will. =~ -3~
continue to blossom for God, éven: 1n the mldst of the- chaos
around him. - : -

- Fear Causes S S D e
FIeefng in Face oﬁ a Eoe— - AR - -5314
S N - U : ' A Lo
"The wicked flee when no man persueth but the rlghteous are
as bold as a lion." (Proverbs 28:1) The lion has no natural
enemies which prey upon” it.&.Phere dre some.animals which are O
not intimidated by a llonf~bﬁt ho: animal hunts the- lion- for: :=-rzs

food. The wicked,- on®the:éthér handy are-the prey:of every . ;.-: .
man. This pr1nc1ple is tragitally dllustrated. by'the,storyszsgis:
which is told &f a‘missiocha¥y who returned from Africa . teao
because of his fear'of snakés,. : He had-a terrible-fear: that

one of his chlldren lwoudld-8ie-from" a snake blte. Lt el t;

C S ESDT EfEeen e PR 54

He returned home- to the‘Unlted States. -One afternoontone of
his children cried’ ®ut”im>panic.. “His son'had been bitten Dby:..:
a rattlesnake under his house.:  “He..grabbed the child and - :

\," - T’ @y i
" T

-
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rushed h1m to the hospltal. In. hlS haste, he ran over and
killed another of his’ chlldren. Hls w;fe, Qbserv1ng all of
this, had. a “heart attack and d;edqc,The snake-h&tten child
was dead’ upon arrlval at the hospl&al The fear of this man
had comeé upon’ hlm.w Hls worst nlghtmare had become ‘a living

reallty ﬁm[.., -;- TR
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This man was ot wgdked 4HYEt,H%heFar%§‘of hls fear exposed
him to attack,by the. enemy, then W e we_x act in fear, we
run into the very danger which we aré attempilng to avoid.
Faced in faith, fears fade, and the cause of our fears often
vanish. _ Facedwln faith, even realities which would produce
anx1ety are occa51ons Ior eka}ti%gqthe Lord. ﬁqﬂ
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f?fo;‘Eear“FoiCesjra t }ntg Feebleness o
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I Thessalonlans 5 14 states “ﬁow we exhort you, brethren,
warn them that 'are unruly, comfort the feeblemlnded support
the weak, be patient toward all men." '‘Thesé are four
categorles of men to onm,the church is tq mlnrster
"Feebleminded" is the Eranslat;on “of. the Greék word
OLIGOPSUCHE which means "shall souled". ~Feéar forcés us to be
"small souled", rather, than.!large hearted" as. God wants.
Psalm 119:32 states.n'“I wlll run. the” way of thy commandments

'{L“

when thou shalt] haye eniarged my_heart." Belng "big hearted"
-- big souled —-'speaks of the capac1ty ohe has to. obey God.
It really addresses, splrxtual ;ntelllgence -='one's capacity
to experience ‘God> God wants HlS people to be blg—hearted

not small souled. o

It was fearfulness that caused the one talent servant to be
fretful in hlS servicge. to hls master,,and whlch motivated him
to hide his” talent.r He was afrald of his~ master The Word
of God states '

"But he that had received one went and digged in the
earth, . and_hid his._ lord's money. - After a_long time
the lor& of those~ servants cometh, ana reckbneth with
them. .. Then he which had’ recelved the one talent came
and sald ‘Lord, ‘I knew thee that thou art an hard man,
reaplng where thou. hast not" sown, and gatherlng where
thou 'hast not strawed'f ‘And I was afrald and “went and
hid thy talent in the earthi ' lo,". there thou ‘hast that
is thine. His lord answered &nd Said unto him, Thou
wicked and slothful servant,. thou knewest that I reap
where I sowed not, 'and gather where I have’ not strawed:
Thou 6udhtest therefore to haveé put’ my “money. to the
exchangers, and then at” my coming I Should have received
mine own, with Jsury." _(Matthew,25;18—19 .24—27)

This servant not only 1mpugned hlS master s character, he was

,,,,,

not even honor hlm w1th what he thought he knew about him.
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The master's anger was not'thé”fesult’of ndt gettlng more‘:
than he had glven,‘it w%s the"result ‘of his character belng
1mpugned by the servant -t ‘The servant sald""Thou art harq” .
This is the translation of a_ word whlch means,wsevere rharshﬁ
dry." This accuses "the" master™ of‘belng unteasonable and “f
unmerciful. Not a very admirable portrayal of the master by*'
his servant. When men have an 1naqequate concept of the
mercy of God, they w111 ‘be’ eble and‘fearful“‘When theY hav%
an inadequate V1ew'of the trﬁ%h of‘Godg théY'W1ll be fickle _:? ;j
and faithless. DO e

SR iu SCLES =“La tre .obsrl ooy 525 1::£: T hennt
If the servant had done alg %gat he cou}d lf t eiservant ha@L“:;z
been diligent, and yet had lost’ thé” thTer nt,;’ ‘the master would -
have blessed him for his effort.. Fear. meqgns the, qharacter
of God, implying that HZ %111 r8quiré Lomething™ of Us which
His grace cannot_.produce in and ,through us. When man e mma e
replaces the fear of God’ %ith the' fear of thlngs and/gr of _1ev“;h?
man, he will become feebié in ﬁis faith.tgb S . ; ;-“”n .
Immoblilzes Beiievér Because ' - ;f“”:; :‘l“j?f:“
_of Jth@] Expect;ation of ’Fa%.l"(lfe‘f?, L ‘;L\ o

Lt~ g5

Often God's people aré 1mmob1112ea by the fear of“fallure.,‘I’L
have often said, "I would rather(faﬁl a thousand“tlmes trying “
somethlng for God than’ succeeélb nce d01ng ndthlng " There Y
is no merit in not trylng Ther“ is.no demerlt in_ trying and

failing. The on1y shame 1s 13,1as§ tudé. and; compiacency L
which creates 1nact1vity in  thé peop&e of God NP ,T‘
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Fear causes man to focus_on_ results rather than upon
faithfulness. God has’ never requlred His‘people to. be:ﬁ
successful; He has commanded them to be falthful.N if we.a
faithful and not succééssful; “then w& have’ fulfllled“the La
of Life in Christ, just as 1f we had been faithful and ~

successful.
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Until a man is w1lllng to ‘fail, God cannot trust hlm w1th
success. The greatest preparatlon £8¥ 'a mah of God in. -
ministry is his bécomln? willlng £ fall for until’ ‘he " is .
willing to fail, he w1i use hype ‘and’ glmmlcks to create the_;
appearance of success._ Once he is wllllng to. fall,rthen he' T
will trust God fot 'the"result.’ Then God can’ trust Hlm w;th '
responsibility, and God can bless hls efforts.

¢

When man is fearful ﬂe w1ll éé?prgﬁisi, when he fears God™

Alone, he will be“falthful ‘Paul ‘gave his. personal testlmony,

of the role of fear‘%n hlS Iife rﬁé %aid: ST . o
C Gl rGs AR il zEer TRl aE

"And I brethren WheTr T ‘cané to yOu came not with -~ °°-"
excellency of speech or og wisdom, declarlng unto _
you the testlmony of God. For I determined not to
know any thlng among you Save“Jesus’ Christ, anid’ Hlm,
crucified. "And’'T was w1th you in weakness, and in"“

T3S <cdif
;w{.,'- 7

e
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fear,i’and. in much :trembling ... Arnd ny. speech and my
preachlng was not with enticing:swords. of.man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the spirit and of power: That
youx! faikth should mot . .standvgr the wisdem,of men, but
Ithha‘power of :God. , v(I ﬁnrmnthlans'z.l—so

Bl S oo G an ?'*'r., ez oo
Paul rencunced manripulatidn &ndwhrlﬂkexy as methods of
ministry. < In:IT CGarinthians 24 g.he ‘gives his testimony of
ministry methods, contrasting the craftiness of the Devil,
with the clarity of his own method. Yet, here in I
Corinthians 2, Paul ‘admits:<tg fearfulness 'and;tremulousness,
both of wmncw*drmmenhlmmtohdepenﬂennyquQn ithe Lord, rather
than to despondendy abeutmmmnlstryue eI osubd per LF

golr eds dusde AV o sxsD enr esJeley
Fearing #tle SEord :does :not: omedn etffat & aman :of HGed will not
have anxieties or coneerns .ahout: things. scht oenly means that
he will ngt-be:domirated sand contretbled by -them. -.It only
means that his decisions will not be based upen his  fears,
but upon theswilk:.of 'Godu- ‘Oncea:-man dirs determined to rely
wholly mpen«tmenLond oand- on@aatwmaﬁwhaﬁ.dﬁterm&ned-to be
willing tobfaEl yethenhe is:in the wenviable position. of belng
free torlet iGodcdo :assHe [Willevw Bfministry .dis.successful in
man's eyes, praise the Lord. TIfaninistry:is a failure in
man's eyes, ‘alsogoprabse the bord. < When:the man -of -God
realizes-that hisUfesponsibility is mot fruitfulness, but
faithfulness,he:=wikl net- fear*ﬁ&1lurebx JlnooLo rope

@iz il Lle Ts Hesdge 12 e donL usy ciopn
Fear cured By Doh v_“) z
LoiiiiE mss JEfL D0CXEYercl ed mon -
Ultim&tety;- feanswill-be‘overcone  “byckoving ‘net @ur life
unto death." (The Revelation }2:l1k) =-Phis.gap:will ‘be

overcome by "denying yourself, by taking up your cross and by
following thecLord Fesus €hrist."-{Matthew 16:24), It will be
overcome by "looéing 'your life: er Christ's sake."- If a

to overcome those fears. "When man ;s meeﬁ toward God, only
fearing the dlsappemntlng oﬁqGod‘_hebwrlb;@VQECOManear

~

£ By SWeDoed ehvow vhadTr del snoTteyedr oo
‘:5 :eeclearxng One's eonsc;encevur S5 S oo 8
vonr nodw ,.nxu, ¢ 8blz Ly o ve pwoni s oerid

T -

The Word:-6f God-tells us-that Iﬁfweeaeverkggrkslns,\we shall
not prospei:*”(Proverbsr28 '13)«w But,; if.wezconfess and
forsakecvour - sinszewe shall: find.mercy+: Sin-is like a seed.
If wes&bver it;-it-will sproutiigrow.and bear: ﬁrULg -0f death
in oufs lives*:lf we~expose- ‘itoko the 1@ghti 1t will-dry up
and die. "v_.f:: T2 o Enn e ol blyustz a~-s s yes reapme

“”;n:e: erlnd zc X:cv eir VoY T e
The opposite of fear is boldness. In Christ, believers have
been given boldness in therpresernce- ofrGod.s- Remember, the
first evidence ofemahds £ald wasgthe fear:of:God being
replaced by anxiety and timidity in the presence of God.
Therefore, the first evidence of the atonement is the
restoring of the boldness which man had in the presence of

Page 88 =p:iu




God. The ultimate @wid@nce: dfiXhe @tidnement :is. man hav1ng ,,,,,,
boldness in the judgme?n.t em(cseegrm Johre 41:"‘7:5f).m LA Tairrlseys
=303 ¢ bne izige sir 2o noit ovwzoov el b dod
Hebrews 10:19 declaresﬁthat‘bbnxwversfnowxhavBAQBoidness'hway
enter into the Holiestl:l.'wy s BEwentially, .this means that!man
has boldness to enter into the very throne room of God.
Man's lack of boldrness in the presence of iGad was a: direct <y [usd
result, and the E£irst result,’ iaf sthe -fallkidi Thig timidity visrir s
was evidenced by::? I¢ zeeniIisiy s pal=sydrec ehoddem viseinrm
WIosTerd zel Lundesr v oeln Ic I wsin e-id ddia
1. Adam and EveL“hidingﬂ'fxﬁm.ch;‘ (Genegi$ -3d8)C ¢ =zae A
2. A barrier was Pplacied thetwermaiare sand (God, “ekiminating *

3. Leviticus 16 relates the care with which the high
priest enteréd ithe Tholest. * Traditioncrekates ~that sthe » - ze
high priest ‘had & ¥dpe .tied to ‘hisrslegras:ihe entered. the< :,
Holy of Holies -$6:thatl iw the event he hdied mris chody. L
could be pulkléd ‘eut. £e2ic ec Jo. Illv enciainel eia Foni =06

4. The Presende of"Gé& bEsUughts terror "intocHid pegpless Coct j oA
heart, such’ thaﬁ'theifbégq@@.Mases ‘notrto bet. Gadispeak .. .~
to them again: ' “EXodusiz20oar9 sstfateése: uAndrcthey’saixd untqh_,ﬂ
Moses, Speak~thou—withausrﬂaﬁd we.WIleHear cibutzlet . not oo
God speak withlus, clestwd die™ ..wol =43 zzisyc  zesve T

5. When the proﬁhet‘Isaxah ‘Eame rnto the presencevaf~God 3

I

in his vision/‘hé<sa&id, -wD am undondizatiuz. %Undone" fmeans. BEY
"to be brought to sileneé:ﬂ_xﬁatherithan "speakrng_z:n‘ SO
freely", Isaiah was unable to speak at all in the
presence of Holy God. TG bzuyl se¥

6. In- Solomon's wisdom, he understood that man should
not be "bold" <= 1iV€.,"spegaKingc freeLyL——_ln ~the. presencgr‘~f1
of Holy Gdd {iBcalestdstes (87156 statess i s ot FET- T A T e

1TV gL eariss o yd o flisevyoy §~'1 TS U Qmuv,;tz
"Keep thy foct when thougoest .teithé housé ofcGod; +and . wcii:
be more ready to - hedr,:than to-give.the sacrifice of - - goo~e
fools: for they conside¥ not that they do evil. Be not’' - _ ;-
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine.heart be. hasty:-tosv. o
utter any ‘€hingibeféreé Gode forcGod: isninrheaven;-and: prnivyes™
thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a
dream cometh throughk<thdéomaltitudeCof :business; and a
fool's voice is known by multitude of words. When thou
vowest a vowctintol@ed;sfeferwnot to.payriti forshe hath-ovw 4T
no pleasure inf¢ féeIsstay that whichcthourhastivowedszcuo 50
Better isv®it- tHatitHée shguldest-not.vow, thenzthat-thou::zv,3
shouldest vew and?ﬁéé pay.vcsuffercnot thywmouth-tovcauses . =+
thy flesh to:sin7 neifhé¥ say thou before-the angel,vthati:
it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy .si:- bns
voice and destroy the work of thine hands?"

. P by - '
SV L s T Il o LEEentliLon Bl Yoel

30 5:._4_Ex):1‘.1g
7. Habakkuk 2: ZO‘éEates&s'"BQt°ﬁhe ‘Fordzds in His hoiy nsvip 0 ad

{

temple: let all the earéh keép zgilénce before:himuMsb:rve zaxi
cneeEsEl edI ol wATRImLD Drg o TslRIL v b:osfssw
il Jnsmeac. s \““ feoomonens e Loy wdd ‘?::1&“§ii
CEZEYG BLT Mo ber nos Folidv suenb. Fosfr Yo poracrzos
Page 89 &ia©
and the naturé of Hls“Wof@‘asvtﬁéJsamé“'Jff DT HET ORI COF
SOl Dt nrrs oidowe Lel owptl Se oweor §os R

"For whatscever‘thlng%-Mé%é‘%ratten afvretime were g o Tis
written fof-odf Iearnlng i*thafrwe throughpatience andry ~i .
comfort ‘6f the~§cf1ptures mighHt Have: hope: scNew-thecGod. > .
of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded
one toward anotifetr Hectrdimfitor@lirist Jesitsmv' (Romans
15:4- 5)

el

SECT rSIDBUEL TLO (ROD e adipioin edd waA_ D=
The same effects —< paﬂ?enééaand éemEdrti-¢ whieh:zare o'noi rou-.
products of the Word of God*=frAftHRe”lif&Cofitha= beilever+tane' e -
the character traits of God, Who is the "God of patience and

consolation". Meditating upon the Word of God rids the man

Page’91 -



S P Boldngss:: Ereedgom-to Speik £z iﬁ;

yio bz T 7 F L e ILLIEd. e -~ e

There was no‘basis- for boldness- ;gnghgqpregence laf God under
the OldsGovenant.:. In-Hebrewssi0szif, &,beldnqss"cls the
translatlmn_szpfr— PAR;RHESIAc whichcmeansys; e e

PR
- vh;.,.:.’.‘:‘&i’, o8y SEF e s- ) ~ .o

"all out-spokenness, 1‘e~.‘, frankne”s"s‘.,‘ bluntness,
publicity ,sbysimplication agsauzance rayfQntidence,
freely, openly;tplaindys&: SIS SRS 02 B

\', I.,‘ ~E{{-
_______mhauax_s_dnf;nas_thls_mnnd__,freadnm_ln, iner

of God of jeqrs as. the charagter .of. ,God J.sh-.sre,yealed to him N
and formed in him. Igi Yyou, want, tq be rid. of, fear,. ‘focus upon

the Word of. God in memopg,zat;con anc} me41t.atlon. y:purm fears

will vanlsh.

e B
e

o ¥ielding ,R:thd:s
xf;,oolung te. (-;ad fon,Ale of - Q\p; ,’Expec;tatlons.

Swoers oL mims oo adlharts PR er,
Psalm, 62 5 ,s,tatres . " ;;@ul«, wa"l‘}; thou .Q,nly upcm God for my
exp@c[t{ata,op J.& fl:om H.,J'mi" onl One VB’LDSE} jzru,st.worthlness

and Whose hen%fm%nce are. ;\:pat, Hg can. hg,ab%qlutely
relied ypon-is God. ::Al »oth,e.t:§ g\u'.’ ’1 sSagp 'nJ; you. . The
context of- Psa,]zmj&z Jrs.he]‘pgu.} b 2 -states:’

"Trnjly y, soul. ite

rgn e sl r VI CHESAT el
,,waa. h - Hhan, Gg;,d‘ JJ; I-Ij,m Gpmﬁth my
salvation. 'He only is' my robk and my salvation; He i

amy defensgs, L shall m} be greatly. mq%gedJ:

Jrie Moot o“* ".?_c Pidlemo ey groen B
"Moved', is thejgi;; of }ﬁcﬁf,

means, . !'to, tptter,r, Q. »lé‘{a a,,.z‘t;:;' irty aside,
(Gesen;gg) man 1o. pk B;CES ;hls 11999 or
his desires’ fa;: the. 1 tl},re = -enly. in tHs Do
afraid. Psalm .62:10 states:, osle Casd cr "f.ﬂ =3 :1
"Trust nojt ~ifn opp"resjsblon, and beconfez ‘ot ¥ain in "
robbery: if riches increase,.set not your heart '\\ Yy,

-upon them Mo o -

-

J.A

t. L.lﬁ'%"w 9: o rv+-*i""'u R oA
Expectatlons Ln anyone‘,pr anyt.h;.r}g pther- than t}me ’LQ;:d“ God
Almighty. will,. sub; eq;: man ttm the tempta;tlon to. mqrupula,te
resul rathér’”than ,J:elypln:g:ypqn *t“he Lo gi :[‘he j’lgarj; that is
to be free of ]fﬁ o, must forever saf. r;:tself" ppom the Loxd,
even,ma,nd espe J.ally,,‘ /e.n_i"rclche,s JJ).C;J:'e_.aJse.c ' \When» man's
heart is’ set wholly andé"cm y Mpon the Lord, fear will be
excluded from his life because God has’ promised that His
children WJ..;Ll "drlr;}g om th iver qu I-glcsl:p,leasures" (see
Psalm, 3.6 ,B)r, f@nd He-. w,J.l.l t',';y eiglq}.]c{j,po vq.pqq}}:h;r}g I;Erqm them."
(see,PsalQ:84 %%):7;0‘” Lo dTig owevi. upe nl uo~ ic

-~ \‘ - b - - .
o Sy . ”"“, L g o= Yol Tl

ce. . PEaYer WHigh: n%cress‘el%ﬁé;si EC e

paul’ admonlshecf the Phlllpplé;{vzzﬁil?ch to qr'be""'c"aref'ul Sor
nothing,. by,t in everything hy prays ,aLnd supp],:ucat, on with
thanksgi vlng q.et. yo?x{ :negu s,i,‘g qiﬁ to, r:;“
(Phlllpplans 4.6&)w rThe W d. ",c_g,re u,;l." ong
#3309), means,Mto’ ,be ‘anxions, to p “troub évl,tly,qargs. " It

is t%fi&rie f':l igh. is. fransial d,}'gar:es" J\Qi Pehﬁer 5:7
which.@t@g:es Y cla§1;1ng, a 1 :your ca;res upg:n }LJ.m 5(93; He careth
for you.™ 53872 3-T:1¢ awev-eR

Fear ay- bga w;: g, r a Ckn:g,st_umc to. e.xperj.e.nce, but the
reality js Chr:.st:.an,',s(,)(of n dre: f,r@ﬁ < Paul says,
with, t.he Psa,lm:.st 'What, ;.une . m ?f g.d',, i Wll,ll ‘i:,rust in
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ey g g,

the Lord." (P&l 56%3)"" “Thit “Cru¥t FE demonstratéd by -
"crying out to dod™ “in prayer “and"gup}&llcatlon. It 1é
demonstrated By "eastitnd Your fedres Aipord the Loid : JeSu,
Christ.”

ﬁw

That trust is also de,}noné"‘l?ra?t Yy 4oy so with, spirit of
thanksgiving.'” Irr“&fvsntq tie “f‘frs‘é"bdok whidh' he %ro‘&z‘ Paul
said, "In everythlng glve thanks for thls is the will of God
in Chrlst Jesus' "c’ondernlng you' A (I" I‘f["i'tess., 5: 18 S¥fhe o‘nly

way to avoid “tngratitudéis to ‘keédp a’ sHort’ "“tharfk ytﬁu‘" Ii'st%.
Once again th¥ ‘eschatBlbg leat rea?l.ity rf Romans, ’é”?ﬁj ol )3
demonstrated By the g u[l“l'iearte Thirk stlarr“Whose mlﬂy D
complaint ‘stens “fron ‘losd~Sf “intimady Wwith christ 2 0T
believer's constant thanksglv1ng demonstrates his confldence

that howévef qlécmy th'lngs nay: seém, Jhls “Gpd‘_lg 1311 cira;fge.

o

"all th:.ngs"" 1.‘[:‘“*1,\5 man's responsﬂ::.llty to ex pect 'goodM ouji»
of "all thimngs' which- é:peétﬁtlon is- &emonﬁt}a't*ed ‘by tig v= M
thanksgiyimg “for ' aﬁﬂ' in "1 ¥ things. ¥ ke 17 'relttes*'th e
story of %en’” Yepérs: swHo, WeYe ‘c*leanse&f,b yet, ‘oily’‘gne w BE.
grateful”’ Gratitude f¥ a ‘spiritual Commodity rarer thar®/ &-%
faith. In Romans 12, Paul admonishes Ch¥istians to be © '~ 7-F
transformed on the ba51s of tihelr gratltuNde for the "mercies
of God." 'T_.k ,».;,' .,,..a‘»vv. ‘ i .‘r:_' .

VNS TR NS JO-' LT ISR (S5 ul Tl "".1;.7.'," : AN (O}
Bound with the admonition to be thankful, to be dratefll to
God, is the admonition, "Quench not the S 1r1t" (I Thess. = .
5:19) . graﬂtudé wild® q}xepcn" ‘the Spi¥it 'Of ‘God. '~ =@ -H¥ve
"Quench' Ig° thd t;anslafloh Bf @ “Gr"e;e]{ word éﬁéﬁ}@_ﬁ"s #-45:7‘0“?‘
which means' "¥b ‘extinguish,‘to g} ’bs\‘*to Trren S THe - #9
injury to and/or *he' "cgfench“’ing‘p o%cthe' y: SPir it ks 79 7
from our ‘1abkx’ of confidence i tie' prﬁfj;dence arf%f'(the kpd“We‘r"':’ e
of God whlch is 1nd1cated Eioy th"anklessness.: ; £

We "quench™ - deg;ease the desire of Gog to: wvrk UnLour*'T-Ji
behalf -= %R%h Y Yriaging ~e Y ihrihg - ﬁ:ﬁf* Effe 1ibe fat"*ef»‘ =3

the Spirit of God in our lives with our constant! r‘e301c1'n13,
and our thanksqiving and gratitude in all thlngs. As we glve
thanks in all thcfngs{ I ex g ot fiferite Th God s power
and provxdence £ven Jp the .presence of oug. splrltual myolea. »
Therefora,” cm;‘rﬁ 'ptc‘a(yery gh ss\rppa.lcatrlon’* st always_ oM ‘-C"‘
offered with the ‘Qil ‘6¥-t ha}:n Ksgiv ity Hor $is fin so’ &diﬁg"" )
that our hearts ﬁnfmm Fre S "up“cm ’”etérnltyc, ourtLi4d £
perspect;ye beccm‘es qﬁiat f ¢d,>and Hear 1S puthed ‘Gut- o‘f* Lo
our heart¥,” PrdVer I ‘f’es S £ f’ef"r ang* amgl%t‘jy TESEHE S Ee
imperative need For i 11*(:1 of¥'God, " Wwho'would be’ fEr:ese"o*ff"‘ =
fear. Hebrews 2:7-8 states: 4% oTel
"Thou made‘,st 'Hlm &t Tlttl&ﬁWer%han ‘the argeisy tHdu 7
crownedﬁt him W‘lth YloYy ‘amg! ho‘ndbr, and diGst et hlm“e“
over tie works of Thy hdHds: ®Thou Hist put 213" tHings:
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@heﬁspiritualgreallty of
,t»Tlme.each day,

he’ QﬁgCHSSlOD of the life of the Lord,
21 Gad’must be: meek before God.‘ Meekness
: 6% God - as™ gﬂad wg;hout question,_ and
without complajpt.  Meekne ;s
q;of Godvkn all things.l t is
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