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Chapter Eight: Fear

The Ministry of the Son of God and Fear

The central role of fear in the life of man is addressed 
throughout the Word of God. Jesus Christ came to deliver man 
from fear. Actually, fear, i.e., anxiety about life, is one 
of the greatest insults to the Person of Christ, for He came 
to deliver His people from fear. In that Christ was 
imminently successful in accomplishing His purpose, fear by 
God's people is an imputation of Christ's accomplished work. 
Hebrews 2:14-15 states:

"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part 
of the same; that through death He might destroy Him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage."

This passage directly relates fear to the physical — to the 
death of the body. It confirms that fear breaks down God's 
hedge of protection around our physical bodies and exposes us 
to the fear of death. This fear will make God's people 
compromise God's standards in order to escape what they 
perceive as death. This death may be the death of 
friendships; it may be the death of success; it may be the 
death of church growth; it may be the death of prosperity. 
Whatever the death, the fear of it causes God's people to 
compromise. Whatever the death, the fear of it breaks down 
God's hedge of protection around His people, allowing them to 
get out into the world, and allowing the world to get into 
the church.

The death which delivers us from the fear of death is the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. His victory over death robs 
death of its sting, that is, its terror. I Corinthians 
15:54-58 states:

"So when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory. 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 
grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death 
is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord."
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The only basis for fear is to deny the redemptive work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Christ's redemptive work releases God's 
people to live valiantly for the Lord without regard for 
physical safety and without regard to fear. God's people are 
able to "be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord", for they know that even if their "work for 
Christ" results in their death, "it will not be in vain", He 
has overcome death. In the resurrection, the work of Christ 
in us and through us will be sustained.

The Father and Fear

Jesus said that there is only One Whom man should fear. In 
fact, the fear of other things impugns the Fatherhood of God, 
for Jesus said:

"And I say unto you My friends, Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall 
fear: Fear Him, which after He hath killed hath power 
to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear Him." (Luke 
12:4-5)

God the Father is the only Being Whose power is worthy of 
fear, for His is the only power which has control over the 
eternal destiny of man. Recently, I conducted the funeral of 
the mother of a dear friend. She had been brutally murdered. 
In the service, we celebrated the truth of this verse; I 
concluded:

"Without minimizing the terror which this dear lady 
faced at the hands of her murders, I want to assure you 
that her ordeal is over. Those who killed her can do 
nothing more to her. Because of the blood of Christ, 
the only One remaining Who has any power over her has 
said, 'Welcome, My child into the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundations of the earth.' Yet, there are 
those of you sitting here, who will die peacefully in 
your bed surrounded by your loved ones. You will never 
know the terror of death, which this lady faced.
However, you face a terror far worse than that which she 
faced; you face the terror of a Holy God, Who will judge 
you, and send you to hell."

The Holy Spirit and Fear

Paul states that fear ignores the presence and ministry of 
God, the Holy Spirit. Christians often have difficulty with 
the Person of the Holy Spirit. He is to be loved, worshiped, 
honored, obeyed, glorified and exalted, for He is God. He is 
not the power of God; He is not the Presence of God. He is 
God. He does not seek honor for Himself; He does not seek 
glory for Himself, but He is God. Paul said:
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"For God hath not given us-the-Spirit of fear, but 
of power and of love, and of a sound mind (self 
discipline.) (II Timothy 1:7)

When a Christian lives under the oppression of anxiety, he 
denies the ministry of Holy Spirit, Who is not the Spirit of 
fear. Fear or anxiety, in the believer is the result of the 
rejection of the ministry of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. The Love of God will free man from fear. I John 
4:17-18 states:

"Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment: because as He is, so 
are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casteth out fear; because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love."

When man can have boldness when he stands before God for 
judgment, and such can every man have who has the blood of 
Christ upon his life, then that man need fear nothing or no 
one, but God. When God is feared, He is reverenced, 
worshiped, obeyed and loved. The fear of God motivates 
intimacy with God, not intimidation by Him.

Gap In Hedge Around Body Created by Fear

A gap in God's hedge around the body is formed by fear, which 
leads to rebellion, slothfulness or lust. God did not design 
man to live with fear. Unfortunately, it is sometimes 
forgotten that the "fear of the Lord" is not an anxiety 
created by uncertainty; it is a reverence created by worship 
and awe. Fear, which is the result of anxiety, will destroy 
the physical life of a man because of accelerating physical 
deterioration, and because it opens the believer to attack in 
the area of life affected by the fear.

Fear exposes the ultimate concern of an individual. When a 
man fears something, he identifies what is most important to 
him. That which he fears represents what is most important 
to a man. That which a man fears, he will worship. Yet, the 
man that fears nothing, worships himself.
The Bible continually admonishes man to "fear the Lord", 
while cautioning him about the fear of anything else.
Jeremiah 5:22-24 states:

"Fear-ye not Me? saith the Lord: Will ye not tremble 
at My presence, which have placed the sand for the bound 
of ;the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass 
it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet 
can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not 
pass over it? But this people hath a revolting and a 
rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. Neither
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say they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lord our 
God, that givetiv rain'", both the 'fbftner and the latter, ' 
in His season: He reserveth -uhtonus the appointed week's 
of the harvest."

Observation of the physical-^£dr Id, the-Bible ;-s'ays, should-*' * neric 
teach man the reasonableness of the-"fear-df "the ’ Lord. " isn't^^se 
it amazing that God is ;5sd-grh’at'^Hb-'crin employ-a small grrfirt --as::, 
of sand to hold back the *most,rpoWer ^physical afbrce u^ ^c^p?
earth, the waves of "thersea which pound'incessantly upon the J j- "^£ 
shores? What a subtle and profound statement of the majesty - "^ :* 
of God. If I were constructing a barrier for the waves of 
the sea, I would have'ma de-1 them17’out^ot-cbnbret e' blocks: -Gbd' 
chose a simple grain of ; sand by tf hich <^ His glory arid-c;
majesty. ‘ t

If men fear global wamii^ and the rising rof "the ^a, -let ■‘"•-c ;i 
them read the Word of God. The seas will never pass over the 
shores of the ocean again f^'La terp i-t*will ®be -seeri t-hat ’by ’’S' jS j 
observing another phenomenon of ^riatrife, i. e. pth^' behavior :o'f -p^^ ’ 
ants, men of God can learn "’much rabout'slothfulriess. ‘ _ar-:f

1 'x? r-.r7 ivc , f-
Unfortunately, man often sees^Se ^ower of'nature,--’and fears ; 
for his own physical safety. v The-root • of this “fear is the - 
refusal to acknowledge God as the Creator of the universe, 
and the refusal to submit oneself^to Hibc authority ;■

Fear-Caused By 7 5 ; j

Lack of a clear conscience-with tfiefear of exposure r —

Adam and Eve were the first beings to have a defiled vC 
conscience before God; that is, they'were the first beings to - s-lf 
have broken God's laws; they then discovered that they could ' - ^ 
not "face" God. After Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of the ' " 
Knowledge of Good and Eve, they felt naked. Their nakedness 
was the result of their sin. They no longer had the robe of 
righteousness given to them as a gift'from God. Therefore,"7 £ 
when God approached in the cool of the evening, they hid 'f--
themselves. ' ~ ‘ :

The fear which was expressed by their hiding was different 
from the fear which they had before." Previously, they feared f^ 
the Lord. They lived in the reverence and the awe of God. --^ 1 
They worshipped the Lord. But, now they had anxiety; they-£~ - 
were tremulous. They felt threatened and insecure. This was 
the first result of Sin: - the'fear "of God was replaced by ’ 
anxiety and intimidation; They were afraid, and they didn't 
know what to do about it;- Remember, the man who refuses to 
live by the fear of the Lord, will be lorded over by his 
fears. ~ '
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Today, fear, in the life of the believer, is the result of 
this same mechanism. Man, who has, sinned, and has not 
confessed and repented of that sin, will be anxious. He will 
be afraid to come into the presence of a Holy God.

The Devil's only influence in .-the life of a believer is the 
threat of blackmail. (See Chapter Nine, The Basis of Victory 
in Spiritual Warfare: : The; Blood of Jesus Christ. which gives 
details on how to achieve a clear conscience, what it means 
to "agree, with your adversary".,, and- the .blackmail of the 
enemy of our souls. ) The threat-of-exposure of unconfessed 
and concealed sin will cause the?believer to compromise.

This is why the Lord admonishes us.-, "agree with thine 
adversary quickly . "- • (Matt. -5: 25) ; Once-the believer has
exposed all of his sin to the Lord in repentance, he is free 
to face the accusations of the enemy boldly. When the enemy 
makes an accusation against the believer in an area which has 
not been confessed to the Lord, he can intimidate the 
believer. The believer who has inordinate anxiety about his 
physical life often is reflecting, a-;defiled conscience 
— unconfessed sin in -his life and therefore fear of God's 
judgment after death. .

Temporal values due to a wrong concept of success

Jesus said, "lay up treasure; where moth and:rust cannot 
destroy or rust and-thieves do not break through and steal." 
(Matthew 6:19ff) When the believer begins to focus upon 
temporal- issues, circumstances will cause him to be afraid. 
Temporal*values are an inadequate basis for life, because 
they are temporary. They will not last. Proverbs 23:4-5 
states:

"Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. 
Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for 
riches certainly make themselves wings: they fly away 
as an eagle toward heaven."

Given man’s greatest efforts, riches are at the very best 
only temporary. Jesus knew that the only way man could 
overcome fear or anxiety about life is to understand what was 
ultimately important. When a man focuses upon temporal 
values, he will be overcome with fear, because they are so 
transient. Anything which is subject to decay by nature and 
theft by man is an unworthy basis for life.

To give security to His children, Jesus based our faith upon 
that which is absolutely secure and certain. That is why the 
doctrine of the security of the believer is so critical. I 
Peter 1 states: . ,
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"Blessed be the -God and 'Tathet o^ buri -Tib rd Jesus Christas shii 
which according- to His.-abundant mercy^hath begotten uss^’-elncr 
again unto a lively hop^by -the-resurrection of Jesus -f^ir- ed 
Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth'bot awa^preserved in rrveu ^ri- 
heaven for you.'^Wi are'-kepfe-by ihe-poVer- of God ac iF^^rj 
through faith Ontblsa®vatian;. J^a.^ toibe .^vealed in 7 \xljc d 
the last time; . :Forasmuch' as yeeknow that! ye were not a.lxsjsb 
redeemed with CCrruptibre' things', . as'sirvser and gald,-^^1 o? 
from your vain co nver sat it t (received by? tradition (from c v^s-n? 
your fathers;-Biit w-ittet^preeious^tfiooiof Chrifet>as^o: -lit 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot. Who was 
verily foreordained before the fotmdaticn ©t the wo rid, ex e.:t 
but was manifest- in*- theses last times fbt yot.'^ '^Upet^r: .is -*?
1:3-5, 18-20) rc :::xqxs

Our salvation is based upbn^va-ijd t: - ..‘.iapr .ic ■■ c?-..15ir.

1. An inheritance which -is-not. subject to* decay or o/.T . e< 
corrosion: "To’- an iwhefitanc^'ihbarxuptible'jfiaM P Ik-e."" 
undefiled, and that tadeWi hot away,-reserved* in heaven coni' 
for you." (I Peter 1:4) .tf?J nt

2. An inheritance which cannot be stolen by man: "Who
are kept by the power :of'Godf through* faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time." (I Peter 1:5)

3. An inheritance which-is bbtainsdn in<etemityc by7Eternity^ c 
"Forasmuch as ye know that J'e* Wert not ^redeemed with \c -s . 
corruptible things',-as silver ant gold,! from yout vain 
conversation received by tradition--from-your-ifathers; ( But-1 uioc 
with the precious blood of ChriSt’-> as; of a' lamb without- sn -^z.-T 
blemish and without spot;-?Who" was verily'foreordained ^ vtri 
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in ;?9<f: 
these last times for you." (I Peter 1:18-20)

Confidence in anything else will produce -fear in man. This 
is the basis of Paulas admonition^ to rrinothy: : -

"Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be 
not highminded,-’hot trust in*’uncertain riches, but in ■ 79 
the living God, who giveth us richly all things to . '{~^r
enjoy:" (I Timothy-6:'l-7)’ ■ 1 ; ^xx-^s/c

Riches are "uncertain"; they are unreliable, and must not be 
trusted. Demas was an excellent example of this. II Timothy i .*£*.. 
4:10 states: . . nu jc -isr"

"Demas hath forsaken- me) having-loved this present e x e ip 
world and is’departed-int'o Thessalonica. . . " . fur.-?, ^bri-

Because of Demas' love for the temporal, he became fearful . isrsl 
and tremulous. He became anxious and he tried to "play it
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safe.” The safe way was not to "run around with the Apostle 
Paul." Therefore, he forsook, the: Lord•s purpose for his life 
and lived in fear, frustration and failure.

: i J Expectations.: < - l s •

Expectations deny God's ownership, and therefore God's 
rulership over our Lives,. Expectations are slightly 
different from temporal, .valuer. Temporal .values focus man's 
attention upon things; -expectations focus man's attention 
upon relationships and/or accomplishments. - Expectations 
address man's success motive, whether that success is in 
secular or religious matters . u . - j -

Fear will-result from:a man.associating his-sei£ worth with 
accomplishing a certain thing .and/or upon receiving the 
attention of/a special-person or.the approbation of a certain 
group. The/expectation may be the hope of- assignment to a 
certain position or the acquiring of.apertain privilege• 
Whatever it is, when one's worth — one's value, one's 
contentment <-5/is based upon-obtaining it;- it will create 
fear.

That is why Jesus said:/:

"Therefore take no.thought, .saying, What shall we eat? 
or,. What/shall, we drink?. or, -Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed?; (Forrafter-all these things do the Gentiles 
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of. all.these things;/'. But /seek-ye first the kingdom 
of God, and.His righteousness; and all these things 
shall be-.added:unto you. Take therefore no thought for 
the morrow: for the morrow shall take.thought for the 
things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof." (Matthew 6:31-34)

The only way in which man can emulate eternity, as far as a 
life style is concerned, is in living in the present. The 
essential nature of eternity is that it does not have a past 
and a future. That is why God told Moses, "I am that I am 
sent you." God's dimension is now! . - - .

To live with expectations, upon the basis of-which we 
establish happiness, success or significance, is to deny this 
truth. Expectations cause men to live-in the past due to 
failure or in the future due to fantasies. In relationship 
to one's self-, believers are to-live in; the .now; they do this 
by living-without expectations. In regards to God, believers 
are to live holy lives. In-regard to one's fellow man, we 
are to live redemptive lives, which means that we yield our 
right of vengeance and give that right;to God. Expectations 
contradictGod's design for the?man of God's relationship 
with God, with self and with others.
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m -g^s in” oJ .ton ? ,.^5^
The 'latk of theJtrust of^GoB ; " !;>-'

Fear is created by a man doubting God’s ability to fulfill 
His promises and/or doubting G&d^ s- desire to fulfill those 
commitments on his behalf. Jeremiah 17:5-8 states:

"Thus saith the ^Lordf cursed‘bs^the ma^that :trust«thlinns-.Im.) 
man, and maketh'-flesH^iS'JJa’Mi, ■a«i'iWhoseijeart departethfiir 
from the Lord'. For fie'sKalliiff Ti^'the^eath in thec i^ ^:js 
desert, and shall not-s^e-'WeR^good; coiiietk; *ljut'.shalll?: neg;; 
inhabit the patched plafc^nj^hthe wildernesspuinth.salt .mm^ 
land and not inhabited. Blessed ismthe^maniothat-1 jg :rfJi3;s 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For 
he shall bevas a^trde p'ianWd>ctey‘thewaters/ and;that. -^ -,n© 
spreadeth out her-footsJ-byobhe-river/ and "shall tettseec icmj: 
when heat com^th/ but’^r ^Ldaf shaft she -greerr?. andcshallr.s: jn 
not be careful-in£the year- of ‘drought, .'neithereshaIt r .^/cgg 
cease from yielding-ffuit^"- P’/:. jp^ ‘•mo go no •<=;■.;

' s-o nenu . 'ii
"Careful" is the translationldf a-Hebrew-wotdaCStroneps - m- jh-Vyj 
#1672) which means "anxious, be afraid, sorry." Gesenius m 
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon of the Old Testament states: "It is 
applied to terror and fear". The source of:this fear J.s the 
failure to trust God. The source of the failure to trust 
God, we shall learn/ is the’.failure-tonmeditate:,upon , the .Word 
of God. The man who places^hi^- trust: Ini anything mother .-than 
God, particularly in 6thei?iWn, ‘Will be -overcome ?by fearav

Yet, the man who places-his-truStoabsolutely^and"totally in©- 
God will not be careful *- fee willanot be'fearful. / - Lt ; g. 
Circumstances — drought; diffieulties/odisastersp. decreasing 
funds — will not cause him tb be unfruitful.-cHe will: - 
continue to blossom for God) even?in the midst.of the chaos ■ 
around him.

- 'Fear- Causes -i'- o r ■ gA\

Fleeing in Face of aloe- •■■see?

"The wicked flee when no man per’sueth, but1 the righteous are - f-;. 
as bold as a lion." (Proverbs 28:1) The lion has no natural 
enemies which prey: upon” it-. £-There are some, animals which are, ,. o j 
not intimidated by a libhVybtit no- animal hunts the-lion-fori u 
food. The wicked, - bn®the ibther-;handp arenthe prey:of every 
man. This principle”is tragically illustrated, by. the: story* ? _s.
which is told of a-missiohary who returned from. Africa ?. . ’©no . 
because of his feat-J of shakes; ‘He had', a terrible’fear^thatb, -.. 
one of his children1 would-die--frbih a- snake bite.' j

3 V f : Z i £ 
He returned home to the/Uhited- States. sone afternoon:, one b.f r.,/? 
his children cried €>uf; ih-pahic. -His soh! had been: bitten byn::or ? 
a rattlesnake under his house. ■ ^He*-grabbed the child'and ;-
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rushed him to the hospital., In. his, haste,. h^^ and
killed anpther of hisycHiidr^n.^ all of
this, hadajheart attack; and ^e^^ ' T^K^ snake.-hit.ten child 
was dead; upon arrival .at; t&K h?M?^^ this man
had coine upon him,Hxs 'wp,r$^^^ hattbecpme a living
reality.

This map. ^fo’^iK^f'p-- j^V^l^e^ a#^ o^^ exposed
him td'a|^^by/Hpj^^J*jQ^«iiw^we;w  ̂ fear, we
run into'5the very danger”' whicn we are” attempting Vo avoid.
Faced in faith, fears fade, and the cause of our fears often 
vanish. Faced, in faith/ even,realities which would produce 
anxiety ‘are1 bc'c^iMs , foryekaitilKL the Lord. 1 '

ry r ^^ i r> - ■ ; ‘gr ^ RCr< •4^ ^’: ^ e, g r -• " 74

J7 ” ~Xe^.‘Tj?^>,'Bit^ 1^7Feebleness 7 7

I Thessalonians. 54'137 states; ."Now. j^g export; you, brethren, 
warn them’that' are unruly, 'coi£fort^ £he ^ support
the weak, be patient toward'all meh"." ' These are four 
categories of men to w^om, the cb^ch^is J^cyminis.t^ 
"Feebleminded" is the ^an^tipri/Qt’^i^e^,word 
OLIGOPSUCHE which means "small souled"'. ^ear forces us to be 
"small souled"/< r^he^Jtia^.L'l^yg^lieart^" - ag..God wants. 
Psalm .119:32 stateSy/JXyill tup,'tjie‘#y of, thy commandments 
when thou shalt; have; enlarged, ihy. heart,?’ Being "big hearted" 
— big souled ”' speakS?pj the 6Spici|y one has.td obey God. 
It realiy addresses, spiritual. intelligence''"^ on®? s. capacity 
to experience^ God". God?.wants;Hih ^ 
not small souled. .

It was fearfulness that; caused; the;.dhji-thleht servant to be 
fretful,, in his., servicejtp.his., mastery,and.) W^ motivated him 
to hide" his talept» 7" He; was, .afraid, of'his'master. The Word 
of God states.: ' ' . ‘ '

"But he that had received one went and digged in the 
earth, . and.hid, h;is, lord’s.money. After a.,long time 
the lord, of ; those' servgnfe-. cpmeth, ;?nl rpckpheth with 
them. , .Then he which had.repelyed thd one .'talent came 
and said,;i7drd, I knew thee'; that;, thou art an;hard man, 
reaping;where thou, hast" not 'sdwn , Mhd_gathering where 
thou ;hast not strawed':; And £ was.afraid; ahd"went and 
hid thy talent in the eatth’ Ip, "there^thou !hast that 
is thine. His lord answered and"said unto him, Thou 
wicked and slothful servant,, thou knewest that,I reap 
where I.sowed.not, .and gather;where I, have’hot strawed: 
Thou otidhtest therefore tp'h^ve^put myZmphey,to the 
exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received 
mine own. with, psury." , (Matthew 25:1.8-19, 24-27)

This servant riot only impugned .his,'.master ’ s..character; he was 
not only ignorant of the true nature df;his master, he did 
not even honor him with.what'He thought"lie-khewabout him.

Page 86, ,



The master's anger Was® feot/th^r'rS^l%/of/hb^ //r^?
than he had given;\T€£^s %^ Character b'el^ ‘'“I’Y-
impugned by the s<brv>p%.‘^^ '^i<i,7i'Thou art hard;**.. 2^?/'
This is the translation ^?.a.^$.%lth^aiix^vere/;w^^^ 7,/
dry." This accuses‘tBfe'nfVs'teFtif feeing ufetea'sdhable and3 "7-~ .-/o- 
unmerciful. Not a very admirable portrayal of the master by;
his servant. When men. have an inadequate concept of the. x ...P 
mercy of God, they vill bec^IMe^Aid.'^arfuir^ the^haye' 
an inadequate view fef' £he^£rftfe^ of_^ fid(l'^J:
and faithless. ‘ *

If the servant had done''all ^hat^^po^Jd,. . XiT th^ 
been diligent, and yet h*aa°losVthe' talent, 'the mas'ter would 
have blessed him for his effort. ^Fe^f. ijnpugn.s..Jihe^character 
of God, implying that S^f Will rU^lfa hfemethihg^ of^uS which 
His grace cannot..produce^ in and .through us,..Whpn. man . -
replaces the fear of Ggd'^itli.the;fear of things1 and/pr* of */ ^: 
man, he will become ;fferefel^®3.n ^is?failh///’;; '^'.^.^

immobilizes Beiiey^r Because* ' 7/ 1 ? ~ -^£ J *7
bf'ih^‘Efeect^tibn'fef'^alifere .

Often God's people* hr§'; immobilized/fey thfe.'fpar of "failure../ I'1*. 
have often said, "I’ Would, rafeh^Zc f^ a; thousand/time's trying. 11 . 
something for Godj than* succep^Onge doing; hpthlhg.’"' There 
is no merit in not. trying/. There;Is. ho* dgjaeri.t"jn. trying and -■ 
failing. The only'shape/is^iilassj.tua§, ah^pbmpiacency. / 
which creates inactivlfey1* in* the "pebble of God*. ’i' ,' . ' 7./

Fear causes man to focus, on, results . rather, th,an.Tuppn,;; 
faithfulness. God has hOVer required' His* people .tb?tsi/ ' i/ • -/ 
successful; He has cpj^'anded* theiZltg' be 'faithful 1*'/If'^ _
faithful and not successful," then"W§ hive’fulfilled' the Law ' 
of Life in Christ, just as if we had been faithful and 
successful. . r ,

Until a man is;,v7iiling,.tb/failA/Gbd canhpfe trust him*, with * ,7 
success. The gfeateSt pregaihtidZ fbt 'a ihh Of Godwin;, ‘ 
ministry is his bOcbmfnb Wijlihg. tb: fail*,. fOri until'/he' is 
willing to fail//, hd'will bsf'hypp; and; gimmicks to create the/;, 
appearance of suc§e^s“'?Qpc| &e'ii piling to. fail, 'then he '*./ 
will trust God for ,thd' r.hMu^tt. ;’ Theh vGod* can* trUst Him'wit*1/ , 
responsibility, and'6gdO^ih*bldsf h*|s efforts.' ■

When man is fearful*, Sd ’wiTi compromise;' When; he fears God/" 
Alone, he will be "‘faithful.;,'Paul/ga'vi hiS-perSdnal tOstimphy?. 
of the role of fear''£hThis fife; he* haidY

"And I brethreh, X4iVrr 1/feanfd 'td ^ou, came not Zith ' sn*" 
excellency of speech or.of wisdom,^declaring.unto _ _ 
you the testimony'of .GOd^ /Fp^'I“datermined.;hot/to/_‘*' 'T*//04^ 
know any thing among^youT Says JesUS? Christ , ahd; hi/® ;/; / 
crucified. '’And’f was'with you in weakness', and in 'c‘
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fearp/and. in much :trei^lm my; .^Jeiech .and my
preaching was not'.with emtlcin^i5©rds.M>rW,s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the spirit and of power: That 
your' faith shouldmbt .stancfexirt .the wisdoms ^pf men, but 
in. thfe--power , vP? i&orirtt^ .

Paul renounced manipulation andctriekery’ as methods of 
ministry <r iurll GorinthiaurisM ,e/he .giv.es^ testimony of 
ministry methods, contrasting the craftiness of the Devil, 
with the clarity of his own method. Yet, here in I 
Corinthians 2, Paul /admitsi'tp fearfulness'^ndntremulousness, 
both of wljiblTediMMeshiimcto .dependenffiy^upon the. iLord, rather 
than to despondendy :about:oniaistrying co sub oci \r 

doer er!;: riMv soso ert
Fearing stite 3BW sdees snot oneah etHat a? attain cof sGod twill not 
have an^i-etiescor eahcerips lahb.ut .idlings;. sgfib only -means that 
he will nQtdBeidahitetedsaindrssoiitK'H.^i b^-fchem. s.It only 
means that his decisions will not be based .upon:his,fears, 
but upon tMeewihi<tf.'®djr.?0nw^jnaK{3iftt^§feir»ined to rely 
wholly upongthe-CLord, r>and onc@.^rwaa-th$S; determined ^ be 
willing nto bfail vstheftnhd isaioT.itoe ^^^ of being
free ttonlablfiod’cdoiassHeMllev; I?fi£minish'ry'.isrj successful in 
man's eyes, praise the Lord. Ifsi$ini-s.try.sis a? failure in 
man's eyes>'.aisopopEaise the bard. &dK^&'£#4&im%nr  ̂
realizes that‘hisUfespOnsibility is not .fruitfplne^s, but 
faithfulnesseiihersill nat-feMsrtailurttne.’h .

er.o ai .16 r.6 Xssqa cd s.hbKO eev
Fear Cured By moD : 

b-v >ee r:5c “Eri; occjEr^r'.;
Ultimately^' fear bwill-be \rovercoige.;"!b.y> cloving/not our life 
unto death." (The Revelation 12£11) 3-This-gap-.will-be 
overcome by "denying yourself, by taking up your cross and by 
following theoLord JesuS Christ. Jc^latthw 1.6:24) ! It will be 
overcome by "loosing your life for Christ's sake." If a 
man's life is driven by fear, he.-can-take ..the following steps 
to overcome those fears. er When man is meek toward God, only 
fearing the .disappo±nting_of oGodpbhebwiH^<§Y©gcom^h^ear •

5 .ws! vd eh^cp vr!? de. soo-si&i' — pc^
-a ;ggClearingcOnelsje<5nscienco.r; o . 1 r.c 

rchr n^ni; ,;-biov _c eb.':..5ij; vet n^en;: soj-
The Word-Of God-tells, us->that ifirwe9#9«erf>ooro#i®sWcwe shall 
not prosper; (Proverbsr;28:.13) c But^ ifqveeeQQfe^s and 
forsake'^our sins;;£we shall.'find^mercy rig Sin?isilike a seed. 
If weseover;it£ditTwili sproutedgrow.and bear c fruit,--of death 
in outsXtves?i>if we-expose itoto the iight£.-it.~will rdry up 
and die. vt oe :cnf:. sc tel bluo.-ia 9~'dne;v

The opposite of fear is boldness. In Christ, believers have 
been given boldness in therpresencejof"Godgs: Bemepber, the 
first evidence; ofs man;'s fall/w©sqthe fear^ofnGodibeing 
replaced by anxiety and timidity in the presence of God. 
Therefore, the first evidence of the atonement is the 
restoring of the boldness which man had in the presence of



God. The ultimate Widgnc^ crf./the-gatiohement ria; man having -si 
boldness in the jUd^dHt^o^^rtrJbto 4Wifif)?ci. c/ vnicvisexq

-wag io fans ?i:iqe sir io nd: d Ind
Hebrews 10:19 deciates^hiat -bWL reverse .-nowr-draye ’’Boldnesh*tatoy 
enter into the Holiest.:.!.'’r r-Efeg'entiaTly, .this hneans that! .man 
has boldness to enter into the very throne room of God.
Man's lack of boldnW fe W-’^tsfenca o£iGad;rais'. a: direcfo''s7 £usq 
result, and the f-ii^te^ ftesb:i^,v.tef dihel rfaiifei rid .-This; timid^
was evidenced by:— d aasnioisao sdd pni^se^noc ,Ploiisn yiael dm 

eq ar! ,as7 .ooriosr -tv a a_n ic ya. isle et ridiv
1. Adam and Ev& •l^idfi^'^sjit^atia: pSBiKlsit.‘-3 dW^ / snr.-ixahoS 
2. A barrier was gal acted ffc^wqjarasitareqand ^.GOd;,. rehimiiiatingiv io doo 

free access to God due to sLiya- ? ((Gene sis. tl: Stjistnccasfc cd -rd
3. Leviticus 16 relates the care with which the high

priest entefda ^Ufe %oMMBtf. 7 ^Kradit ion ore bates rthat eWe.?.- .dee: 
high priest-had a- S^pe •teisi.'to-tisrlegiTasiihe altered ftbfes ever 
Holy of Holies -Sd-thati irF ither’went rhe fxiiedin^^ Lh^ an
could be pubWd Wt!. ^s^v sc dor lliw anoisioet ein and anaem 

4. The Presence3'bf^GddPbrwgW-terror-intdcaidcpddples;uy oocr gut
heart, such thaf-the^ )^g®J.'.M<isesrnot'to ,led. Ge&sspe^ y £.' '-■d. 
to them again P f®gp^jgl£j(yfiB ^states e i “Andethey Isaid cunts® r o;v 
Moses, Speak^thou ^witHsu-^r^Ad we^willsKear: oiMtSletinot es:? 
God speak-withiuS, ^-leSt^W-'die 1*1 .dod srii ssfsxc as?® a •:

5. When the prdphdt isaiah -Ciame into the presence oof oGcd--
in his vision,''he“said, -*1? am uridohtfientq&r^Undane’ldmeana. sei 
"to be brought to silencexiiiRdther ithan Vspeaking^ianlrij,. i 
freely", Isaiah was unable to speak at all in the 
presence of Holy God. \'f; bsivt -.sal

6. In Solomon's wisdom, he understood that man should 
not be "bold's -- il^., cdp$a'kingrofreelycTi-_irivtheL7pres^^ 
of Holy G6d.: ; ‘EedTSsidS^es (5fl-£6 states ©•’©£ sr7} " . rid;.-©/, c/nr

' * ' Y d i u. 11^ _ \ C 2 1 LIO v p n I fl9f; ^ v p 9/nO-^*j V 0

"Keep thy foot when thouEgoest-toothd house of oGod^'+andi wciloi 
be more ready to hear/Ethan toigive^the sacrifice of ■ noc- 
fools: for they consider ’not that they do evil .- Be not/ : . 
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine.heart be. hasty-t<?evo o- 
utter any -thiiig^beferilGO’d^rifor'oQod-ipnincheayen/randr pci-yes'.- 
thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a 
dream cometh through-tfid^lftCititildeCof business; and a 
fool's voice is known by multitude of words. When thou 
vowest a v'owEGntoiQed^sdeferwnbt tonpayritjiforbhe bathiok ^riT 
no pleasure in-fOOls^^pay that whichc thoujhast-. vowed® ;oc ja jv: 
Better is '-it^atitfies shquldest'hot. vow, ^xenethatrfcbo#;<ssTo3 
shouldest vow dnd'n©t ^a?. wosvtfferonot thy/.mouth-toy causes-. +„ 
thy flesh to 3 sin?'neitfiw say thou before-the angel,vthatbo . 
it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy .sit bns 
voice and destroy the work of thine hands?"

v :isa n_ . oeen.u^o:.: sj si io ^ieaqqo s,(T
7. Habakkuk 2 :'20J statesi'0-"feQt-thesLordsis in His .holy asvip nvc 

temple: let all'thb earth keepesilence before! him-^Msbi vs ba-xi?
ass^c' sne n.- vvbi'-.; pr.v "s..xn.. v beorlqs-c 

jnsnsnevs sense.©hd , 37c is -red!
a:.' rv co- esr . '_-. '-onb.. 5 srio : l pf-ners-*
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and the naturei'qf (Hi's'^Woftf-as^the-!samSt,r-'-’ ; 'e;: .- v rT7rrj? 773-

"For whatsowi^  ̂ written afdtetimenwepe q o.- go;,.;
written fof^qdf^fe'^fflih^pPtlidtfWeP'thrbughipatiertCe audag ruJ 
comfort ‘Of the Scriptures ii£gHtcHaveihope; sdNow/thecGodu:? . ■ 7 
of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded 
one toward anotfedt1 ^dc^JS^Hr^i^tchWi-tist Jesaiso" (Romans 
15:4-5)

The same effecti'—L ’pa^efi^-^and-demfbrti-^ whaeijsare :';);>[ ecu-, 
products of the Word of God^ffi^the-lifhooft-ths^beiieveriiaced r - 
the character traits of God, Who is the "God of patience and 
consolation". Meditating upon the Word of God rids the man
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* & Boldaess.tj mHsn.-'td §pe^, -r-

There was no basis for toldnees-jprj^qpr^ancg^f God under 
the 01d'Govenantr. InrHebrewselO^lQ, ^sldH^ss“fiis the 
translkitMJS9fefM®HESUf;Vbicbc,mg9psnfi:-;,. tnf *71

' pr.bisj-, tch sarec i^.cr.e
"all out-spokenness, i.e., frankness, blunthess, 
public ity / vtoy-simplicat ion- j^Jiicancar, pqnfjLd^nce, 
ffbeiy; opEn^iplainiys.^ f;(; -., 5 XX ~ OX

-Thavar 1 g—dafi nog_ 1~h 1 c word •__ nfraadAm in annalrinrr.___________________

of God of.feqrs^, as. J^e, character-Of .God is?rrev-ealed to him 
and formed in'him. |'t y^ij^iitiq;be‘^(i,, oi[^i^./fo upon 
the ^ord aX God in iejid^zaty^’an^,^^^ fears
will vanish. ' - -" — - - -

io

3 0 dityS ;r-i, O:/^^1

krid 7 Sr

Ji!C

^lately 
you. - The

means, XtQs^ti^,“ Xi- 
(Gesenoa '
his des: 
afraid?

God; for my

ons

ano-'af

tations,

•IH J 'TO.

"Trul^ soul
salvation. "He 'onfy is' my

an 
relies 
conte

C

"Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in 
robbery: if riches increase,,. set not your heart 

g.^ ^Vj or Jl;.'^-:: ^ od rokkonbs
Expectations ,?in ^y2oi^'.^F?an^tw^^  ̂ Ifl^ God
Almighty; v^l’X. subject; >an^^ iji <nlp^la,te
reshlt  ̂rWth^tXthan ^Ij^j^yi Xhe Ja^X?^® 5^31^ that is 
to be £j^j2^'J^r,.j^^^rsLyer%^^ Lord,
even,^^id ^p'^XX^Jy^.,^^ ^jiy;^^ iWeUt man's
heart is" set wholly and^j^Xy XPd^ the Xdr^ 
excluded from his life because God has promised that His
children,, will "-^ii)k fipon ^th^-riy^r ^ l[isspleasures;^ (see 
Psal^^P) ?“ ^ ^ W prfelfe4® ^ M? -^hein • "
(see ^^ft^yJsji.ne'j ruo e?vi . upc al bo-? ic

X . a^ , : la al bw .cnlvipexnsrirt "
O ^C^-?5 f^?^k l^J ^I?M Ils

'f;> " ) .’ft ^Vf'"* ' OS. -■ jJr “' O ~^^S^1O' SO14 flj, poyc. qrpc.hf
Paul 'admonished the Philippian’ church to "be care'ful Tor 
nothin^ ^ iA ey^gtlpg; to p^t^.supplicaJi^n ..with 
thar^^vihg |et yoii-r fiju^i,. Xfc J^: 1®^ ^^ Sod# ■' 
(Phiiippia^X:^ jT|?e. yo^yr^X^a;^^€i^ s
#330SQO mqans.j',hi:he? ah j^ipus?^ to"'^ t^iup^ ^XWk^res..!• It 
is th^pame ^XVb^GK I&43ra^lj^^-*^i^  ̂ 5:7
whiclC^^asi rC^^i? alX^^ ^^ -^^ ^ ^reth
for you." ’ - - — '?.; e_?\;rc pyoXu;'

Fear ^y- be, wr^g ,for a- .Christian., to. experience^, bitt the 
re!?S ^W^ ^^^^^^^^'"^^  ̂
with^^e..-Psalmist, J'^t-tHne X^i^fmX I^-^l t^st in
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‘I*
the Lord. " (Psei^^6;: 3)\'^^h^ ^rh^/if^ ^ }©•. ^ 
"crying out t# <fd&": ~ib ^ayeif "arid; ^uj^^ it .i£/ ^ "^ 
demonstrated^ '‘dasif^^^oUr^ca't^'rtf^^ Loife "JeSu,^ ^ /-7 
Christ.." .i'ij^i J:^'

That trust is. ~also danon^^^Jy'^p^. so with, a spirit of 
thanksgiving.17 ftf^bsfit^ tHe T^rs^'bddk'tfiJh' he’^rdt^, Paul 
said, "In everything give thanks for this, is the will of Gpd„ 
in Christ JesuS'’^bii^^nfiig''y (r^^;. , 5:‘f^f^e'^ijL‘f':-? 
way to avoiif ^gratx^dde' js jtfo^e^ a "sifc^ yH^^^O
Once again t^ts^tlh^b^rea^fty ^f RbmamS ^2^ is'''*"'' Vs* 
demonstrated.^.^ gi*^t^i&;?^afi6^f ^ ; 'C
complaint :^eifs':1frarf ltfs^tf^intiria^^i& dwi^t?11 i^- V--^ 
believer's constant thanksgiving demonstrate^ confidence 
that how^yktxgid<^y/^ings ifti^is^^ iri; cfitge.

It is God* s soverei^^ respKh^biilty'to1^^ J,’g^6tf*^ cfct c?i£ 
"all thing#"#; i^-’is man’s responsibility to expect "good" out. 
of "all tpxhgs’f ^i^tf^^ed^t^^ ']&em0Tf^€i$^edf‘by
thanksgiyingifor ’attif fh ^iWlngs.'*: ^^dV ^Mtb^-^ier'^;? 
story ol^5^eni iep^^^tf°,4'$^^^ ^^f®1® y^£i^.J
grateful." Grdtittrae ^'a *rspi’ritruaT CTMSitr^'rar?r ^iarf,?;’ e-n 
faith. In Romans 12, Paul admonishes’QrifiStians ttr "be ' ' - -r 
transformed on the basis of their gratitude for the "mercies 
of God." 77 ' ^^q^o hi •*,.-_

j rs u.
Bound with the admonition to be thankful, to be gWteflil to 
God, is the admonition,^ "Quench not the Spirit" (I Thess. _ 
5:19). Iwgrht^ttud^ wil^^wK^W ^fifier^^ ; ■'^^’^ 
"Quench'tT^ W.t^ri^^bjh4^ ^‘^eHpnf'9^^'^' ^'^’i;‘' 
which means^'^o ';e^^ ^Oife^y^ ^^rfi^#^
injury to; and/of ^<'*^^^c^^_g^ )^3£hff ;Mtft 9o; n“
from out'ia^ of cohf^ i^4fi^ prl^^^ pdfaer-3;'
of God which is rndit^ted ^y th^nkles^  ̂ v '£- -•■/■ ‘^

We "quench" <- 'decredsd the degit^rf Gt# to\wdrk W'bur ■:?:- - - 
behalf --^^^A(^fi^,ort^i^fi^g-s^^.-^ liii^at¥£-^ 
the Spirit of God in our lives with our constant^ ^ej ciall^,^^ 
and our thanksgiying. and gratitude in all /things. As we give 
thanks in all things1, "W7 fexpij^ee dbnf itfenbe 7i‘H *Gbd1 s power 
and providence ^eyeiyj.p the^ presence ^ s^jj^tu^l myopia .

Therefor%‘ bt^;"^p^^eee^t?%Xipp;lie^;^brf"^ aiway# b^hlx.-rn
offered witiff'tde ^if^‘t^j^p^i^'^jr'' ^is?^n so1 Wfiig15" * 
that our h^rtsHy^tfM^ds;^W?sK;tERJn,it^rai^,; dur^1 ^^^~#.' 
perspect iy^_ feeconte^, ^at; ^jf' fbd/ tntf ^^r 1 s ‘p&h'etf -cfcftr o^(* '• ’ ~ 
our heart^;^ J^dVer A^^e~spbff^ ajA:‘^xi^ l^tbfer...2*
imperative n6%a for ‘bite dffii# o^fGbd/^ho’‘vOTld be'^^^/j011 ^^ 
fear. Hebrews 2:7-8 states: ".u*' ici

"Thou ^de^ W‘^iltti^^ tiie aiW^'; tJWb,v' 1 
crow^ed^t: him' ^^tir^tbiy 'a^^chpibr/ .^nd dia^;^t_)iir£-~~ 
over tfre wbtks* of’>^hy’h^Bs^ ^^libw %iast pift-'Hl^tlSi#^''1'1'
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•ip^Subiection ^ .Por in. that He put all in
. swjection un^r hj^/.^. Je^t.’^fcli^ Wt is not put 

/• U^f^r'him. But now'i^^e nit ye th all -things itit under
. him.” ■

Gdd ,Bs <WW- all ...things '-Upon, the :#ar$h m#i©r sub jaction to 
/g^^JssMjh^^ •.,?#9^^t" the ^4^',.'.'^W'. we see 'not 

■ j.< '.^ WWSlf ?^sSn^-A#1 t-ini^<m^5- -that events•'and
,p;j^$iM^f« Ĵat.fce&ptht&j^^ of

;. G^.'^s^e^idence.. /.prayer, ih e{&^t;Tw each day/ 
4C "rw&fep§j0»s&}^e s^l-i^y^ upon^the reality .which God
^’ has';^ok^.< ;t|^&y^ God to speaktd man in order to

$^'j#;tii$ 4^1ev^^ "I ^£^<ayipj?£ ^ T will
'-;, .. a liaf^ra^i# -wojie^; ‘ '^Pr^^jr: i®m^0s.^ < events. and.. 
/ ; c .titpi^tgnces which '?Mg.r for-"^e %t^^tion, and" thus.,' the 

"devotion, of God's people., from ^eating;/fear, in their heart.

Meanness Toward ee^ Q^erconies Eear

Afe^illihe;isj%en.>.in the discussion of-the life of the.Lord„ 
z _ J®bus- Ghrii't^w.Of’iGod must, be jeek before God. : Meekness 

.: •■ means ±o. accept the.will.^f God as'good without question, .and 
^r-.?ttteref^e to obeyth^t-will without complaint. Meekness"is 
3 ., - conditioned upon tlje.i.^t'ing'. of. Godwin, all' things, it is

. meekness toward God'which prepares the/man of God to. overcome
#dar toward, man . . When the/only dreM is that, of

^; .^<i^app4inting: >God. jan’d/or tte reviving ^t. hhe, disapproval. of 
< God, then man will be courdgeousMie will live without fear.
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