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Concencidn factorial Sautista.

C. Barocio. 
(Seo. I). Brewer. 
3- £. Davis.

Leon, Gto., Mexico. March 31st,, 1910. 

Dr. R. J. Willingham,

Richmond, Va.

My Dear Brother

vour kind favor of the Ofnd came duly to hand, 

and was awaiting my return from a missionary trip to Panindfcuaro 

and other points which I had to visit before the rainy season set 

in. I am glad you have asked for the information about- the house 

and I certainly take pleasure in riving you the following details.

The Catholics are after us, so to speak, and two of the better 

class priests came a few days ago to see this house in which we 

live, and we understand they want to buy it to put a college here. Of 

course this is not the house we want to buy--it is the one next to 

it', but we understand that they ’ ant the two houses for their col­

lege, and of course, the scheme is to kick us out into the street.

But now to the point.

1• Location.

The house is situated on the corner of Calles de la Paz y Pro­

greso (Peace and Progress Streets), a good place for a Baptist 

Chruch and Publication House it seems to me, only four blocks from 

the central plaza of the city, and as you know this is a city of 

about 100,000 souls. It is just three blocks from the Post Office 

and a Street Car lino passes in front of the door. This is very 

handy for freight to and from the printing plant, as they bring 

it on freight cars to the very door. Progress street is one of 

the principal streets of the city.

Furthermore we are on the opposite side of the square (plaza)



from the Methodists, about seven blocks finom them*

Mrs. Davis arid I have just finished measuring the house and we 

get the following results: ■

Front on Progress Street outside measurement.... 64 ft. 
Length on Peace Street outside measurement.......100 ft. 
Greatest length inside............. .166 ft.
Width of Corral at narrowest place..... .......  37 ft. •

You will note that a piece has been cut out on one corner and 

also a room of this house we live in eats into the place--a thing 

not uncommon in this country. I send a diagram-—a rough sketch-- 

but I think it gives a fairly good outline of the place.

^• The use we expect to put it to.

They are two:

(1) Printcry and Publication House, and (2) Church.

. We have the printery on the side along Peace street fronting 

on Progress. There are five rooms occupied by the plant, one of 

which is out' Office. On the other side of the inner court (patio) 

and facing on Progress Street is the sala (parlor) of the house and 

just back of it another room with a thin wall between that can 

easily be taken out. This will give us a room 35 ft. longhand IB ft. 

4in. wide at the back and 29 ft. 6 in. wide in front. This will 

give us ample room for a church for some time to come. When we 

need more room we can easily remodel it and have a room 29 1/2 X 35 

feet. But back of this is another room,, so we could easily have a 

nic& church approximately 30 X 50 feet. See diagram.

4. Number of rooms.

There are 10 rooms in front on ground floor and 2 above. There 

are besides these, one room without a roof; back of the kitchen, two 

closets, a small servants'room and a good sized corral with stables, 

etc.--a total of 14 or 15 rooms.
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5. 221® ™]J® and condition of house.

The walls are not adobe, but stone--that is, s+ones sot in good 

raezcla (a sort of cement). They fire thick arid we hgg> had to dig 

through them when we installed electricity, and know them to bo like 

rock. The house needs some repairs such as painting and fixing up a 

little, but, this is not urgent. We will cut tdfe door into the 

street--there is now only a window--and have our church open onto 

the streot--a great need, so we can get the people to enter better, 

as they have a hesitancy about entering a private residence.

6. The roof is good.

I do not think it will need any repairs for a long time to come.
\ 

A second story can easily be put on the front of the house.

There is a well in the house.

There is no city water in the house, but a main runs along 

in front of the house and it would not cost a great deal to install 

it. However, there is no great need of this at present, as there is 

a hydrant on the opposite corner, not more than ten steps from the 

door.

8. Closets.

The closets are not good, bur^-e at our own expense dug a well 

or sink for them, as here that is the best way, for there is an 

underground sheet o^ water. The closets will serve as they are for 

the use we want to put the house to without extra expense.

9• Terms.

The owner asked $18,000 but I had a long talk with him about 

a year ago and after much ’’dickering” he agreed to $10,000 and we y 

pay half of the cost of transfer (it will amount to some $800 or 

$050 Mexican perhaps). This is still in vogue, as he gave us till 

about May 104h, as I wrote you in my last letter.
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0 • Opini ons of taissionaries •

Dr. Chastain has been here and he is going to write that he has 

seen the house and thinks it is well worth the money.

Bro. Neal, knows the house having lived, there all the time he

was in Leon and thinks it is well worth ^10.000.

Bra. Clark is enthusiastic: Jie lives in one of the upper rooms.

11 • Ci1 tnprovement s.

There is talk of electric street cars and new pavements. If this 

is done--and it will be done sooner or later--the property will be 

worth double the amount at least. -

I pray that the Holy Spirit may direct and that all that is 

done shall redound to the glory of our God.

We are gathering funds here among us to make the changes in 

the house, so as to have an attractive little chapel will arranged

and lighted.

Hoping to hear from you favorably before a very groat while.


