
fuye<l, 1916

Rev. J. "'.Davis,

Station Sulla. D._ » ,

Mexico City Mexico.

-Dear Brother Davis:-

I am in "ece’pt of both your letters of May 26th.

I am g eatly pleased with the encouraging news you 

gl o about the mat the Gospel is taking hold of the people. I 

rejoice in what the Lord is working out. I pray that the day 

may soon come when'the field may he wide open to your endeavors

I will, have the Boat’d act upon the question of your 

moving your printing office to El Paso at its next meeting, 

which’will be about the 14th of thia month, and will let you 

know.the resuit.

My sympathies are with you in tie fact that Mrs. Davis 

must undergo an operation. I gray most earnestly that she may . 

be re torcd.

May the blessing'of God rest upon you.

Cord iaily y ours ,
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' 'loo City, June 7th.
19 16.

In view of the proposed cooperative relations 
between the Foreign hission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Anoricon Baptist Home Mission Society, 
in establishing a publishing house to supply Spanish li­
terature for all the fields in which the several Baptist 
Boards are engaged in Missionary work, a conference was 
hold in Mexico City on June 5th., Rev. J.E.Davis represent­
ing the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention end Rev. Geo.H.Brewer representing the American 
Baptist Homo Mission Society.

At thio conference the whole question of a joint 
publishing house was carefully considered and it was decided 
to submit for the consideration of the respective Boards 
the following considerations recommendations

I.- The present location of the publishing house 
of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Bart hot 
Convention at L^on, State of Guanajuato, so, io unsa­
tisfactory for the foliowin ■ reasondt

1) ' The turmoil in Mexico which has been going on 
with none or less■Intensity for five' years is not ended, ' a 
nor is it likely to' end for years to come.

Under these circumstances it is exceedingly 
difficult to get literature out of the country with any 
regularity and at times when Railway communication is 
entirely suspended, it is next to impossible to supply 
even the Sunday Schools of our Spanish speaking churches 
with their literature.

During the past five years eighty per cent 
of the rolling stock on all the Railway linos, has boon 
destroyed, the country is impoverished, the nation bankrupt 
and there is n likelihood of any improvement until stable 
conditions are 'established throughout the republic.

7) Thors is very little paper available in the coun­
try. It is not now possible to bring any into the country 
from the United States or other foreign countries and the 
small amount watch is available is sold at prohibitive 
prices, makin ’ation of the publishing house at
Leon impracticable.

3) At the present time throughout the republic of 
sic ■ - Latin America, there is 'more urgent call

for Ohristian literature than ever before in the 
history of our work and with the publn o at LoX
or elewhere in this republic it will not ba possible to oven 
partially moot this need..

Ii.-To view of the above situation the question of 
location for. this proposed plant was considered and the 
cities of El Paso, Tex., and New Orleans, La, were dis­
cussed as advantageous points, for the establishment of the 
proposed joint publishing plant.
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In discussing; hl Paso there are strong reasons, 
both, for and against El Paso as the proper place.

The reasond in its favor seem to be as follows:
1) It is close to our Mexico field, Mexican labor 

would be available, a Post Office Box could be .maintained 
on the Mexican side of the international line; it would be 
a central location for the SW. region of the United States

coo it id estimated over one million Mexicans are now 
residing; it is estimated that^thgr^ are two millions 
Mexicans within a radius of fiveTmiies.

On the other hand there arc some strong objections 
'1 ■ so.

For instance:
■ 1) out the republic of Mexico there is

pronounced prejudice against any paper,or literature or 
influence which emanate^ from the Texas border.

2) It is not fai^Whoved from the Mexican embroglio 
to liberate us from the embarrassment which is likely to 
cone through the international questions involving more or 
less friction.

3) The cost of paper and supplies in El Paso 
would be high.as it is in a district where the high cost of 
living is notorious.

The other place considered is Mew Orleans, and the 
following advantages wore discussed:

1) It would be a good distributing point.
New Orleans is,,the center of the entire Spanish' 

speaking fields including: buba, Porto Rico, South America, 
Central America, Mexico and the Southwest. It is a sea port.

Paper and supplies of all kinds are to be obtain- 
at the lowest market prices.

2) It is far enough from Mexico, co that if our 
publishing Reuse were established there, it .would not be a 
disturbing: factor in the plans of non Baptist churches to 
unite in a publishing house to be established in Mexico city.

3) There are steamship lines plying; between Mow 
Orleans and Mexico at frequent intervals; also between Mew 
Orleans and. Central America, Cuba , Porto Rico and South 
American points. Steamers leave twice each week from Mow 
Orleans to Panama,vcarrying roil for the west coast of South 
America 'Piero a considerable demand for our Baptist litera­
ture lately developed.

4)- New Orleans is for enough, removed from any one 
of the fields so that no one,would say that our publishing 
house was A local affair and wilder the dominating influence 
of any one of the Latin American peoples.

In view of the 
of opinio to bo 
place for the proposed

above considerations the consensus 
in favor of Mow Orleans as the best 
joint publishing house.

Ill-It was further decided to make t]je following reco­
mm e nd a t ions:

1), In' view.of„the.fact that four great'Baptist Boards 
are nor interested, in apamsn work,viz.: the Foreign Mission
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Board of the Southern Baptist C nv ntion with its work in 
"exico and South America^ the Hone Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention with its work in Cuba, Texas 
and New MexicoJ the American Baptist Home Mission Society 
with its work in Mexico, Central America, Arizona, Califor­
nia, Cuba, ^ort: Rico^ the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society with its work in Spain and the Philipine Islands,and 
in view of the further extension of the work of these res­
pective: Boards ayior Spanish speaking peonies, it is recommen 
ed:

1) That these Bohrers unite in this proposed publish­
ing house,-ja^d-that a plant representing an investment of 
not less than fifty thousand dollars, be established where 
all classes of Spanish literature under Baptist auspices be 
published and widely distributed among the Spanish speaking 
nations, representing a total population of over one hundred 
millions.

2) That these Boards unite i the  ---—’ of two
chief officers of MM joint publishing house, as follows:

An American Business Manager who shall have 
charge of all the business connected with the house, over­
sight and management of the 'Mechanical Department, employ­
ment of labor, making of contracts, unking and receiving 
payments" and the business correspondence connected with the 
institution.

The appointment of an American Editorial Secretar 
who shall have cfi*er.sij;ht ■ of the literary part ®£ the ■ rk, 
such as translation of such books as the Board of Directors 
may recommend from time to time; publishing of a Weekly 
newsnaner for our Bpatist constituency, compiling of tracts 
and such other literature as may be required ’o 1 Iha worl: 
of propaganda, and the extension of evangelical influence 
throw howt the Spanish speaking world.

It is recommends II. Ihat this joint publishing 
plant br made the center for all Spanish literature for the 
use of Baptist Sunday Schools and general work of propagan­
da, including Mexico, Central America, South Arao^ic , I ■ 
United 'tots:, Cuba, Porto Pico, Spain and the Philipine 
' .-lands.

4) If the four Boards,- as above recommended can 
work out suitable articles of cooperation, it is recommended 
that three be selected from each Board to constitute a Board 
of Directors consisting of twelve.

If only two Boards enter the cooperative agree­
ment, then it is recommended t^at the Board of Directors be 
so ■ ■ ■ of six members, three'from each, and five to consti- 
tmV -. quorum.
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Sta. Julia, D. F., Mex. Santa Julia, D.B., Mexico. June 9th, 1916

Dr. T. B. Ray,
Richmond, 7a.

Dear B r o th e r Ray : - -

Yours of the 1st came today.

I wrote you a d'ay or sdlagb stating that Mr, Brewer 

and T had about agreed on a plan. I write now to say that I 

hope you will no’t defer considering the former plan that 1 

wrote you, and which you will have the Board consider at its next 

meeting. The plan we are about to agree on involves the same

■ move, though Mr. Brewer seems to think that perhaps New Orleans 

would be a better place. T am not at all in favor of New Orleans 

though we agreed to submit the ‘advantages of both places and let 

you brethren settle that matter.

I am decidedly in favor of RI Paso, and T have so 

told him. But the same principle is involved in both the sug­

gestions. So I hope you will advise me soon whether you think 

it advisable to move the office to Pl Paso at leVt while the 

Boards are getting together on some definite plan.

I was to see Mr. Brewer yesterday afternoon, but was 

hindered, and so this morning I went only to find, that he was 

not. in'his office. If he should come here to see me this after­

noon I will get the draft of the plan off to you tonight or 

tomorrow. But if he does not, then we may be delayed some days, 

as he is going to be out of the City for several days.

Have a letter from the Neals. They are well.

Mrs. Davis is getti.g along fine so she writes me, 

Bor which I an very thankful to the Lord.

If only we can get somewhere with our plant where

we can work, I shall be happy again. And I feel that you will



make this possible before long, especially as Mr. Brewer ano 

I are agreed on the’ plan that appeals to us as being a solu­

tion of the great problem.

He -e work is going to cost as much as in the States 

after this great upheaval, and that was the principal reason 

why we favored the. plant in this country. Paper is costing more 

and the mail service is so bad that we often get letters a 

month old from, places relatively near us. Then too, // we are 

just as near Mexico City when in Bl Paso, as we are to Bl Paso 

with the plant here. Besides that, Pl Peso is a center of some 

two million Mexicans, I feel safe .in saying. That is within a. 

reasonable radius, there are that many.

The only argument in favor of N. Orleans that I can 

see is that Mr. Brewer thinks their Board has a property there 

but it does not appear in any of the lists of their Board, and 

so I imagine he is mistaken.

The situation is anything but good here. The money is 

worthless, and the merchants refuse, to sell, and in fact if we 

had not bought, up flour and other things in advance, we probably 

would have a good, chance, of going hungry, like many of these 

people are today.

Ho, I want to get out. I feel it is time. All that 

is left for me to do before going is to get the last Expositor 

printed and. then I want to go. Probably will send the family 

on ahead, and then I will go by Leon and see that everything is 

left in proper shape there, till such time as we can get our 

plant snipped, if it^decided to ship it.

May the Lord lead us all.

It is His will that we want done.

Fraternally yours



J rmo 20, l'J16

Bev. J. .Davis,

Station Julia D.

co*

Deaf Brother Davis:-

. your o. J mo ninth with reference to 

the publishing How . , e, cannot take any action about ths

publishing House until : ■ Jian shioh you and Brother Brener work out 

is submitted* I can see good ^aso ha the publisl^og.

Box c in > • , , to which you refer, but^-' will not

until ■' ... more definitely from you*

. . . .co. :a■ just as soon 8s

you » T 1 ’ . rothc ■ 1 anc his wife should also

come hr not already done so, I suggest that yet commu­

nicate with them and advise them to this end*

I am hoping very earnestly that there may not bo any 

conflict between the two countries. Certainly such a thing will bo an 

awfulqealamity, but in any event I think it will be best for all of 

you to come ho e for awhile, at least.

Cordially yours.


