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Oct.9,1916,

Rev. J. E. Davis,

667 El Paso, Texas.

My dear Brother DaVis:

I am in receipt of your favor of the 5th inst., 
and write at once. Let me say chat I have sincere regret that any 
misunderstanii.ggh.as occurred concerning the cooperative work in 
Texas. I have no idea what the nature of the misunderstanding 
is, but regret whatever it is. I know Brother Daniel well and 
love him tenderly. He is a true and heroic spirit, and X should 
grieve to know that any arrangement in which the foreign Mission 
Board was concerned wounded either his feelings or the feelings 
of anyone of our own missionaries. I hope the matter can be 
straightened out without leaving anybody’s feelings hurt. I feel 
certain that no intentional wrong has been done anybody,

We shall be glad to have further information 
concerning developmentsaffooting your publication work. The un­
certain state of affairs in Mexico make it important that we shall 
go cautiously about everything eon ected with our work there, and 
the great necessity of the Board for larger resources to meet the 
demands upon it make it highly important that we shall at every 
point consider expenditures.

I should say further concerning the matter 
of cooperative work, that all I know about it is that Dr. Gambrell 
wrote me suggesting that it would lie a good thing to do while the 
missionaries were kept out of Mexico,and what I learhed from the 
report sent in from the San Antonio meeting. I presented the mat­
ter to our Board, but no action was taken. The matter was merely 
left with me to act on as occasion and circumstances seem to re­
quire. We have not, therefore, gone far enough to create any 
serious complications so far as we are concerned.

Yours sincerely,

Cor. Sec’y.
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October 16, 1916

Rev. J. E.Dav is, 
Box 667, El Pago, Texas*

De ; r Brother DaviS; -

Your of recent date at hand.

^e have talked over here in the office the question 
you raise about bringing Josue Valdes to El . to he ou in 
your publication work.

According to the estimate you submit, this would involve 
an additional expenditures of about one thousand dollars. This fact, 
under our present financial strain, is a very serious one. You esti­
mated in your recent letter that you would need ’865 for the publication 
work and at our October meeting our Board granted .that amount. It, 
as you know, made the appropriations at the October meeting for 1917. 
The sum you request is an additional appro riaV on^and we cannot 
pass upon it until the Board has an opportunity to act. This would 
not be presented to the Board before its meeting in November. The 
appropriations for 1917 are already made and it will he very difficult 
to get the Board to consider appropriating very much more for next 
year. Ye have considered all the appropriations and the Board has 
gone as far as it feelf justified in going for next year. As I have 
already explained to you, we are instructed definitely by the con­
vention to keep our expenditures this year within the limits of the 
expenditures for last year and this means we shall have .to cut every­

where we can. So, I must say that the hope of getting the extra 
thousand dollars for your Publishing House does not seem to be verv 
encouraging, however much we might desire to follow your wishes. '

Bo I rui.se the quest ion,-cannot yon find a cheaper man* 
The understanding is that tie Publishing House work is to be held * 
in El Paso only temporarily and the transporting of Valdes is an ex­
pensive proposition and, more or less, questionable # account of the 
fact that we are expecting the Publishing work to remain in El Paso 
for so brief a time. If you can possibly find a less expensive wav 
of solving this problem, you will greatly favor the Board. You have 
bur hearty sympathy and we want to do everything we can, but we 
are really^laboring under a heavy strain and are compelled to be very 
cautious. Ido hope you will be able to find a less expensive way 
in this matter* Please 1ft me hear from you at your verv earliest 
convenience.

May the blessing of God be with you in the making of your 
new plans. I assure you my heart and prayers are with you.

^rdially yours.
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Pear Brother ])avis*~

order to have before i s
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e will have the Board act upon the matter i

meet in January.

One other ouestion 1 would like toask is,-What do you 
rte the cost to he for the transfer of the type from Mexico City? 

os n this item out of the pettish'nr House funds which
arr in your hands? so, we shall he glad# Please let me have answer 

J lie i ons right away because shall soon have a Board'
meeting and need these additional acts 'before th-t tine.

My heart and prayers are wit yon in your great work. We 
pray that his Hand may guide you in all you do. 1 believe mightily 
in you and in what you are trying to accomplish.

Gordi ally yours,
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Oct.25,1916.

Rev. J. E. Davis,

Denver, Col.

My dear Brother Davis:

Your letters of recent days were ac~ 
knowledge! by Dr. Ray in my absence in attendance upon the 
Missouri General Association, and there is nothing perhaps to 
add to what he has said.

I note what you say about Brother Daniel 
and sincerely hope that he will cone to such an understanding 
of the situation as will save his feeling and retain him for 
the great work he has been doing. As I have already written 
you, I believe in Daniel, and love him,and would not like him 
to think that I nr anybody else had meant an injustice to 
him.

Either through you or your fello-workers, 
I hope to learn more about your work and plans at the /lexas 
Convention.

Yours sincerely,

Cor. Sec’y.



October 26, 1916

Rev. J. 3. Davis.
c/o Rev. Davis,
Clinton, Missouri.

■Dear Brother Davis:-

I am glad to get jour good letter of October 23rd. I 
like its spirit. Indeed, I like very touch the way you work at 
things and I thank Cod for the privilege of working --long with 
you.

1 believe skill the missionaries shouldn’t do anything 
that they can get.the natives to do, hut you understand now we 
are in such a strain financially that we have to break all sorts 
of theories.

1 wrote you the other day, raising some further questions 
about the purchase of the print ng plant at El Paso. I have no 
doubt that answer to these questions will soon be in hand, As I 
see it, there doesn’t appeal to be-any reason why we shouldn’t 
handle tie financial end of your transaction in El Paso. I will 
be better for the Board to do so. It appears to be a good invest­
ment and in case the printery should not he left in Elpaso, but 
should be moved to some other place, I have no doubt we could sell 
to advantage, since you have gotten a ood bargain. I think you can 
count upon the money being in hand, to meet the obligations you have 
undertaken by the first of June. I wrote you to got in hand the 
facts to answer all the questions that might possibly arise concern­
ing the transaction. •

I will say further that 1 feel you did a wise thing in 
what you have done and while it is usually best for the Board ti> 
pass upon the purchase of any property before the purchase is finally 
made, we must be reasonable and recognize that there arise emergen­
cies such as you encountered at Bipaso when you had to act. p^rttmate- 
ly, we have good business inn in yourself and the other brethren 
in El Paso and so every interest was well cared for.

'there have been some other letters in eference to the 
general situation down there. I hope everything can be worked out 
satisfactorily.

I am sorry to see things taking the turn they are in 
the general situation in Mexico. It does not look hopeful for the 
speedy reopening of our work. It may be that after the election,
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things will settle down. #e, of course, will devoutly pray that they 
will. However, they may eventuate, and however soon they may settle 
down, 1 think it is quite clear you have taken the right step in 
Hl Paso in reference to the Publishing House. -<e cun go ahead with 
that work, I trust, in a helpful way. We certainly need literature 
for the spreading of the light. You will be in position now to 
provde for at least some of it.

X will send your salary and the 026.45 due you on traveling 
expenses to your wife on the first day of November.

I shall remember you in prayer in behalf of the work you 
are to do in Clinton. I do ray that the blessing of God may be 
upon you wonderfully and that you may see many souls horn into the 
Kingdom. ’.lay God watch over you and keep you in good physical as well 
as spiritual trim. ■ ■

C or dij lly yours,
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Dr. T.B.Ray,
Richmond, ^a.

Dear Brother:-"
Yours of the 26th came to hand yesterday afternoon. 

Was glad to hear from you. I had answered your former letter in the 
morning anf*received yours of the 26th in the afternoon.

I appreciate the wp^ds you use with tefference to the 
El Paso matter, as 1 was feeling a little bit guilty about the matter 
after what you had written before. I appreciate your position, I think, 
and assure you that I de not want to do anything that would in any way 
embarrass you or cripple the work. I did what I did because I felt that 
it was the best thing to do, and with the consent and hearty approval 
of the other brethren there at El Paso. I feel relieved somewhat that 
you are convinced that I did the best under the circumstances.

I do not want you th misinterpret what I said in my letter 
of yesterday. I have been thinking over what I wrote, and I am sure 
you think the same thing, but I neglected to state that I know you have 
to deal with the churches and they are very averse to any sort of a 
debt, and the uncertainties of the present crisis make it necessary that 
you retrench to a cer^fein ^iWtHl'

V I certainly trust that some of these days the churches 
of the Lord will understand the great Ccramsdsion and really do their 
duty toward the work of evangelizing the world, but the way it appeals 
to me there are many pastors that are like the younger son of the 
parable: they are saying, We gp, and go not. How can they be brought 
to realize that they are falling far short of their duty? ‘’Like peo­
ple, like prisst.” And that seems to be the trouble in many peaces./ 

. My address on Mexico Sunday night has been received very 
well indeed, even better than I had hoped. Sunday afternoon I went 
ten miles up the railroad and gave a temperance address. Some have es­
timated that I spoke to more than 1000 persons Sunday.

Last night we had a large crowd and a good interest. They 
say that this church has not had an ingathering for many years. It 
would seem that there must be a change or the church will soon run 
entirely out. But we are trusting.

I have been asked to speak on Mexico in Sedalia, and if 
I can possibly get to it will do so. Also they want me to speak in 
Liberty on Mexico, as also before the student body of William Jewell, 
my alma mater. This I hope tp be able to do before I return to El Paso, 
but it will depend on circumstances.

Thanking you again for your kind letter, and trusting that 
this may be the greatest year in the history of our work,

I am fraternally yours,


