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STATEMENT

Dr. R. B. 0. Howell, shut up in Nashville, during 

its occupancy by the federal Armies, 1862 following, 

wrote this history of the first Baptist Church, Nashville, 

Tennessee. Hie original manuscript, written in longhand, has 

been preserved by Dr. Howell’s descendants and is at the 

present time in custody of Miss Frank Hollowell, grand

daughter of Dr. Howell. 
#

This copy has been faithfully and accurately made 

under the direction of Dr. P. E. Burroughs by his secretary, 

Miss Crate Tailant. Besides this copy in the Sunday School 

Board’s library, another copy is in the library of the 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Yet another copy is in the hands of Dr. P. E. Burroughs, while 

a fourth copy is in custody of Miss Frank Hollowell.

March 15, 1942.



DEDICATION

To the memory of Jeremiah Vardaman, 

James Whitsitt, and Garner McConnico, three 

of the ablest, most devoted, and most use

ful men that ever preached in the State of 

Tennessee, this volume is dedicated, as a 

testimony of high admiration, by

The Author



A Memorial of the First Baptist Church in 

Nashville, Tennessee, from its organization to 

the present time, must necessarily be fraught 

with the deepest interest, to every lover of the 

cause of Christ, Such a Memorial I now propose

to write:



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter I.

Organization of the First Baptist Church in 

Nashville, Tennessee.

Nashville the centre of a beautiful region; the 

ground preoccupied by other denominations; Baptist 

churches in the neighborhood, and their pastors; 

preaching in Nashville, by Jeremiah Vardanian of 

Kentucky; revival in the city, and neighborhood; or

ganization of the church; Declaration of Faith; 

Bules of Order; erection of a house of warship; 

character of the members of the church - Page

Chapter II.

Pastorship of the church

Delay in securing the services of a pastor; Richard

Dabbs its first pastor; his character, labors, and 

death; condition in which he left the church. Pag© 3 5"



Chapter III

The Reformation Controversy

Call to the pastorship of Philip S. Pall; his 

doctrines and character; agitation in the chureh; 

Mr. Campbell’s statement of doctrines of his party; 

management of Mr. Phil; the chureh gradually receives 

that doctrine; it takes a position as a church of 

the Reformation. Page

Reorganization of Ihe $»*£<&

Meeting of the brethren; their proceedings; 

spirit of the members; call to the pastorship of 

Peter S. Gayle; his labors and successes; his 

resignation; survey of the condition of the chureh 

in Nashville and Middle Tennessee, at the time of 

Mr. Gayle’s removal from the city. Page 4^

Chapter V.

Fourth Pastor of the Church

Correspondence with Dr. Howell; his early life;

his education; pastorship in Norfolk, Virginia; his 



visit to Nashville; influences which induced his 

removal to Nashville; his departure from Norfolk;

his voyage to Nashville; his entrance upon the 

pastorship. Page 7

Chapter VI,

Measures to Secure a. Permanent Progress

Commencement of The Baptist newspaper; organization 

of the Sunday School; action with reference to the 

building of a house of worship; movement on the subject 

of missions; summary at the close of the year. Page ^3*

Chapter VII.

Baptist State Convention of Tennessee

The church active in its organization; measures 

which led to its formation; meeting for the purpose; 

its constitution; its proceedings; hostile party formed 

against It; meeting for conciliation at Bethesda; fail** 

ure of the design; an opposition fully organized* Page /£7,



Chapter VIII.

The Missionary Controversy

Character of those who composed the opposition to 

the Convention; grounds of opposition; defence of the 

Convention in letters to Dr. Watson* Page /3]„

Chapter IX,

Division of the Churches

Discussions useless; resolutions of excision; division 

of the First Baptist Church; claims of the Schismatics; 

"Old Baptist Banner* newspaper; succeeded by "The Cor** 

respondent;* general results. Page .

Chapter X. 
/

Rapid Advancement of the

Its harmony, and activity; its statistics; organization 

from its membership of a church in MurfFees^orough; and 

also a church in South Nashville; formation, and support 

of a Colord Mission; zeal in educating the ministry. Page

Chapter XI.

Union of the Church with the Concord Association

Character, and claims of Tennessee Association^ Mere 

District Association; Cumberland Association; Concord



Chapter XII

Relations of the Church with Benevolent Organizations

Formation of an Education Society; its progress; its

result in Union University at Murfreesborough; of a Pub-
V 

lieation Society; its colporteurspits Sunday School action;

of a Bible Society; resuscitation of the Foreign Mission 

Society; all these with the Convention, merged into a State 
General Association. Page Z // 7

Chapter XIII.

Return of the Pastor to Virginia

Revivals in the church; its harmony, and efficiency;

transfer by Dr. Howell of his paper to the General Asso

ciation; the disposition made of it; a Baptist Book Store, 

a new Publication Society chartered by the Legislature; 

incipient measures to originate a Southern Baptist Theo

logical Seminary; resignation of the paster; his Farewell 

Sermon; his return to Virginia. Page

Chapter XIV.

Pastorship of Samuel Baker, LL.D.

Call to the pastorship of Dr. Baker; his character, and 

labors; meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention with thia 

church; location here of the Bible Board; rise, and spread 

of Landmark ism; resignation, and departure of Dr. Baker. Page Jp



Chapter XV.

Pastorship of W, H. Bayless

Call of Mr. Bayless to the pastorship; his character, labors, 
and resignation; his removal from the city. Page •• /

Chapter XVI,

Return of Dr. Howell to the Pastorship

Desire of the church for the return of Dr* Howell; his 

long hesitation, and final acceptance; his Farewell sermon 

to his charge in Richmond; entrance upon his labors in 

Nashville; the prospect before him; incorporation of the 

church. Page

Chapter XVII.

Embroilment of the Church

Dissections in the Bible Board; A. C. Dayton, his 

antecedents, and character; General Association, and 

Sunday School Convention; attacks of Mr. Graves, Mr. Dayton, 

and Mr. Pendleton, upon the Bible Board; their attacks upon 

Dr. Howell and the church; efforts to conciliate Mr. Graves; 

revival in the church, arraignment and expulsion of Mr. Graves. 

Page



Chapter XVIII.

Expulsion of the graves’ Faction

Organization of the schism; a committee appointed hr 

the church; its labors with the recusants; its report; 

charges preferred against the recusants; their trial, 
•> 

and expulsion; action of the church regarding their claim, 

to its name, and property; state of religion in the church. Page

New Associational Violence

Assaults of the General Association; that body assumes 

the authority of a Court of Appeals; tries, and expels the 

church, assault of an ex parte Council of the Concord 

Association; its approval of the faction; general results. 

Page

Chapter XX.

Pinal i Bupture with the Concord Association

Letter of the church; instructions to messengers; composition 

of the Association; its treatment of the messengers; withdrawal 

of the church; subsequent action of the Association. Page

Chapter XXI.

War Upon the Church by the Pactions

A new Baptist paper; its ability, and success; measures



adopted by the Graves faction to injure the church; 

resolutions of the churches, and associations; attempts 

to Intimidate the Southern Baptist Convention; General 

Association of East Tennessee; Annual Biscourse of the 

pastor. Page

The Landmark Controversy

Embodied in a book by Mr. Pendleton; review of it as 

an argument; Pedobaptist doctrines it embraces; errors upon 

which it rests; its disastrous results. Page

Chapter XXIII.

Collision with the Mississippi Baptist State 
Convention

Resolutions of the Mississippi Baptist State Convention; 

correspondence of the committee with the church; conditions 

upon which the church accepted its visit; committee appointed 

by the church; negotiations of the committees; answer of the 

church; final correspondence. Page

The Church Government Controversy

Letters of Dr. Howell in review of the proceedings of the

Mississippi Baptist State Convention; violations by that 

body of its constitution; its violations of the scriptural



principles of Church Polity; expositions of church 

comity generally; its principles outraged by churches 

in Mississippi, and other states; these infractions 

countenanced by the committee; defence of the Nashville 

church. Page

Influence of the War upon the Church

State of the church at the beginning of the war; opinions 

of the pastor on political subjects; sentiments of the 

church regarding Southern Bights; sermoh of the pastor on 

Fast Day; his sermon on the "Duty of Christians with regard 

to Peace;” patriotism of the young men of the church;

review of the year. Page

Chapter XXVI0

Capture of the City by the Federal Army

Fall of Fort DoneIson; retreat from Bowling Green; 

evacuation of the city by the Confederate army; scenes 

consequent; approach of the Federal armyj negotiations 

between its officers, and the city authorities; terms of 
capitu^atio^; arrival of the Military Governor; violation 

of all laws, and all pledges; the reign, of terror. Page



Chapter aXVII.

Imprisonment of the pastor of the chureh

Arrest of the pastor; proceedings at the capital; 

his protest against the oath prescribed; the other pastors 

involved with him; marched to the office of the Provost 

Marshall, locked up in prison; public feeling in the city, 

and country; sentiments of the imprisoned ministers. 

Page

Chapter XXVIII.

Effect upon the Church of Imprisonment of the Pastor

Exhortations to the church before his imprisonment; meeting 

and decision of the church,* orders of Governor Johnson; treat

ment in prison; incidents of prison life; communications to 

the church; his illness; its results; his release, and return 

to the pastorship. Page

Chapter XXIX.

Present Condition of the Church

Bec^pitul&Mcn, Unionism developed in the chureh; its 

effect upon its harmony, and progress; Annual Sermon of the 

pastor; seizure of the church property by the Federal army; 

worship in the "Room of the Young Men’s Christian Association.”


