
Chapter I«

A. D.1780 - 1820.

Organization of the First Baptist Church la Nashville

Nashville the centre of a beautiful region; the ground pre- 

occupied by other denominations; Baptist church in the neighborhood, and 

their pastors; preaching in Nashville, by Jeremiah Vardiman of 

Kentucky; revival in the city, andneighborhood; organization of the 

church; Declaration of Faith; Rules of Order; erection of a house 

of worship; character of the members of the church.

In this work I shall faithfully recount the errors into which 

the church has occasionally fallen; I shall trace its struggles (First Baptiat 
(Church .Nashville 

against false doctrines, schisms, and internal and external at

tempts to overthrow, and destroy it. I shall sketGh'44s^onneoti-ons 

wlth-^ssociatiew^ conventions, and the means by ^dUch ,; at dif- 
1 

ferent times, they saw fit to subvert its libertiesandbring it 

into bondage; I shall show hot it gradually became strong, united, 

and influential, and gave birth to all the Missionary, Educational, 

Sunday School, and Colporteur enterprises in the state; I shall record

—th# opinions it has maintained in Doctrine and Discipline, in Ec

clesiastical Polity, and Church Comity; I shall point to its wise 

caution, its immovable firmness, and the unshaken fidelity in every 

crisis through which it has passed, and the consequent high position 



it today occupies among all the intelligent^ and orthodox 

Baptist churches of our own country, and of all other countries; 

I shall also show the manner in which thus far, it has withstood 

the shook of war, and maintained its exalted place as a true 

and devoted church of our Lord Jesus Christ. The materials in 

my possession for tills workj are ample; they are from official 

sources, and therefore unquestionably reliable; and I feel my

self under the stronger obligation to place them in this form, 

because the record is worthy of preservation, and because if ,
4Valley iof 

not now made they will be lost beyond recovery* The general tWe Iwber-

effect of this narrative, unless I mistake greatly, will be to 

excite thankfulness in all devout Christian minis, and confirm 

their faith in the truth of our principles, doctrinal^ and ex-
IK- 

perimental and practical, and will impressively >1*. the ex

cellency, sufficiency, an^ stability of the free government 

revealed in the Word of God, and practiced by all Baptist 

churches, in every age, and nation*

The character of a people is,always Influenced, more or less, 

by the aspects of the country the/ inhabit. Its climate^ and 

soil, its rivers, and mountains, its beautifulness^ and productions, 

impress themselves upon all its sons. The Valley of the Cumberland, 

the centre of which is occupied by the city of Nashville, is a 

beautiful region* Its original forests, matured in a soil of ex

traordinary fertility, were singularly majestic. They had the 

appearance more of a boundless parKj,extending over hill and 

valley,. and plain, than of nature in its uncultivated rudeness.



Eighty years ago the buffalo,, and the deer sported without 

fear upon the banks of its streams, and amid its "tangled

oanebreaks(," prowled the woif,, the bear, and the panther. 

Hardy adventurers from the other side of the mountains, 

had begun to build their cabins beneath its romantic shades.

They were not however destined^without fearful resistancef 

to take possession of this terrestial paradise. Hostile

savages who^during many a slow moving century, had made it

their favorite hunting groundin constantly increasing
A

numbers, upon the borders of their settlements. They saw with

surprise, and indignation^ the daily augmenting multitudes of

intruders upon their cherished and beloved homes. They de

termined to drive hence the presumptuous white man, and for

this purpose their "frays’1 were frequent, and bloody. They 

were promptly met in their own manner upon every hill, and in 

every dell and valley. Nor did the stealthy warriors often

return to their wigwams, without leaving behind them some of 

the bravest of their number. Soon the fiery Indian became in

sufferably enraged, and his track was every where marked by 

scenes of carnage^ and desolation. Happy were they who had in

timation that their wil^ foe was approaching, and could make 

sure their retreat to some of the •’Block-Houses” which at in

tervals had been erected through the country., for tb#ir
Often, however,”th^inroads were sudden^ and rapid, and no

4 (Wrs-Mth the
vigilance nor skill could evade them. Many a family when (Indians.

/> -rr. ir- m .

they least expected danger, -were surprised by the appaling
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war cry, and the sun of the next morning east his rays 

upon the smouldering ruins of their dwellings, and upon 

the gory remains of father^ and mother, and children. The 

crack of the rifle, or the blow of the tomahawk brought 

into the dust alike,manly vigor, female loveliness, and 
.. ■ 1 

helpless infancy. The heart of the red man felt no pity. 

Nor did the vindict^e Lascon fail to cherish towards him a 

like sentiment. Superior in bold darings and skilful strategy, 

the malignant savage often fell into his hands. In suoh 

eases he whs doomed to the utmost extent to expiate his of- 

fences.The settler, and the savage^ were guided by the same 

feelings and purposes. Both whenever they had it in their 

power, exacted blood for blood, and life for life. Long, and 

sometimes doubtful as to its issue, was this struggle for 

the possession of the soil. The white man triumphed. Wealth 

soon rewarded his industry. The usual results followed. Civili

zation, learning, morals, and religion gradually filled the 

country. The pioneer population, as may readily be imagined, 

were a bold, hardy, intelligent race. In many respects they 

were greatly superior to their immediate descendants. A few 

of them, old, and honored, yet linger among us.
^Religion in 

As a people the great mass of the first settlers of (Action

Middle Tennessee were net Baptist in their religious pro

clivities. Among them a Baptist was only occasionally found. 

They were divided as to their preferences between the Metho

dist^ and Presbyterians. Both these denominations therefore
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commenced their labors, and organized their churches, con-* 

temporaheously with the settlement of the country. In his 

recent History of Middle Tennessee, Ooi, A. W. Putnam says on 

this subject: "We record the arrival of Rev. Benjamin Ogden as 

the first minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, who 

made his appearance to labor in the Cumberland settlement, in 

the year 1781, At the close of his years labors he reported 

sixty-three members. In 1788, Combs, and McHenrypwere ap

pointed to the Cumberland Circuit. In 1789, the Presiding 

Elder was Brands Poythress; and Thomas Williamson, and 

Joshua Hartley, were appointed to the charges on the 

Cumberland.* (pp. 258, 283)
(Organization 

Bins it will be seen that the Methodist church was organized (of churchW.

upon the arrival of the immigrants, and that within a half a 

dozen years afterward the itinerant system was in full and suc

cessful operation. Of this church, General Robertson, the gather 

of the Colony, was an active and zealous member.

The Presbyterians were not behind the Methodists in their 

religious occupancy of the country, "Contemporary with Ogden," 

says Col. Putnam, "was Rev. Thomas Craighead." It was believed 

by many of the early settlers, that Haysborough, a place six 

miles east of Nashville, would be the city of the Cumberland 

Valley. Hillsborough, another place eight miles west of Nashville, 

sprung up, and competed for this distinction. They both, like 

Nashville, were on the banks of the river. But cities will not 



rise up at the bidding of men, and it may be as well here to 

say, that both these Tillages have long since ceased to be* 

Not a vestige of either now exists. Mr. Craighead, and his 

friends, had fixed upon Haysborough, and therefore erected a 

beautiful eminence in its suburbs^ a large stone building, 

to serve the double purpose of a college edifice, and a place 

of worship for the Presbyterian Church. It was surrounded by 

a large burying ground, having previously been an Indian ceme

tery. The graveyard alone remains, the building having a few 

years since been unhappily thrown down, and destroyed. Simul- 

taneouslwith these proceedings, by an Act of the Legislature of 

North Carolina, dated December 29, 1785, to which this territory 

then belonged, "Cumberland Academy" was chartered^, and endowed 

with a very large and valuable landed property. Whether the 

building was paid for by the state, or by private individuals, 

cannot now be averred,* probably by the state. Of this Academy, 
which is nowXashville University, the Trustees appointed (Sveisny

Mr. Craighead the President. In that stone building he taught 

literature and science^ during the week, as President of the 

AcademyJ and ralii^nn on Sunday, as pastor of the Presbyterian 

church. Thus commenced Presbyterianism la the Valley of the 

Cumberland. But that gentleman was not even then the sole rep

resentative here of his denomination. Others were associated 

with him, and soon afterwards appeared among them, Blackburns, 

Ewing, Hume, Donald, and various other learned^, and able men.

With the early immigrants came.as we have said, some Baptists,



three or four of whom were preachers; but no one of them de

voted himself with any vigor, or perseverance, to the work 

of the ministry* Feeble efforts were made* in several places* 

to.plant, and sustain Baptist churches* Very little was of 

course accomplished* As late as 1796 only five Baptist 

churches were in existence in the idiole Cumberland Talley*

During that year these five churches were organized into a 

body known as the Mero District Association, of which we shall 

have more to say hereafter

A more fortunate era now began to dawn upon our cause in (Coming of 
(Baptist 

this quarter. In the providence of,God, James Whitsitt, John (Minister^

De la Hunte, Garner McOomico, and some others, all ablets and 
/\

devoted men, successively arrived in the country. They came 

with the double purpose of finding fertile and beautiful 

homes for their families(, where they could easily be supported, 

and to preach the gospel of Christ to the people* These men

of God, and their compeers* are now all gone to their reward 

on high, but their memory is still cherished with the pro- 

foundest respect, not by Baptists alone, but by intelligent 

and pious Christians of all denominations* God blessed their 

labors, and churches arose in quick succession throughout the 

country, several of the ablest of which were in the immediate 

vicinity of Nashville. Still no attempts were made to plant 

our principles in the city* Why nothing was done here cannot 

now be certainly known* Probably our brethren did not ap

preciate the importance of the place, or perhaps they re- 
~1 — ---------——-------- ---------

Putnam’s History of Middle Tennessee, p. 639, et seq*



garded country neighborhoods as having higher claims upon 

their time and labors; or since its people were almost 

exclusively appropriated to the Methodists^ and Presbyterians, 

they might have been deterred by the gloomy proppeet of success.

Ehe claims of Nashville as a field of labor for Baptist 

ministers^, were therefore postponed for forty yearsl The city 

had now passed that period when its continued prosperity was 
doubtful. It was expending and growing up in all directions; 

had become the seat of a flourishing University, and a still 
!

more flourishing Female Academy; was already the centre of a 

larg^, increasing, and profitable commerce, and had begun to 

be remarkable for the intelligence, refinement, and wealth 

of the people. These considerations had impressed themselves 

deeply upon the mind of Jeremiah Vardaman, of Kentucky, and 

created in him an irrepressible desire to visit the city, and 

preach the gospel to its inhabitants. Mr. Vardaman was a man 

of great piety^_and ability. His ministry was everywhere at

tended with the most extraordinasyysuoeesss He determined 

to hold "A Protracted Meeting" in Nashville. With that view 

he arrived .in the city about the last of May, 1820. A suitable 

place was procured, and he commenced his labors^ and continued 

them for several weeks. In many respects, he was peculiarly 

fitted for enterprises of this kind. If his literary advantages 

were limited, they were equal to those of most of his hearers. 

His general learning was not inferior to that of the Governors, 

Judges, Lawyers, Physicians, and civilians of the city® He was 



endowed with a fine person, dignified manners, a mind of ex** 

traordinary powerband fertility, great self-possession, and 

a magnificent elocution* Above all, his soul was glowing intensely^^ 

with the love of dhrlst; he sympathized deeply with the lost 

condition of miserable sinners; and he estimated fully the ex-* 

cellency of the gospel, and,in the hands of the Holy Spirit, its 

power to sanctify^ and save them, God was with him. She as

semblies in daily attendance upon his ministrations were very 

large, and his appeals were resistless. A revival of religion 

was the result, which continued several months. Mr. Vardeman 

was assisted in these labors mainly by James VJhitsitt.^The 

converts were themselves  ̂however, remarkably active, and ef

ficient. Not a few of them were among the most intelligent, 

and Influential persons in the city. They were able there* 

fore to do much in every way, for this glorious cause. As the 

meeting progressed, those Aho desired it^ere baptized,, and by 

a suitable arrangement^ were received asmembers of the church 

at Mill Creek. This church was situated three miles south
. A ■ 4- ■

of the city, and was under the pastorship* of Mr* Whitsitt, Mr. 

Vardeman*a coadjutor in this great work. It cannot now be as

certained what proportion of the converts joined other de

nominations, and how many united with the Baptists. It is be* 
(Organization 

lleved that much the smaller part of them were baptized. (of the church

The meeting closed and the brethren, after mature consultation, 

determined to organize at once andtndependent Baptist church in 

Nashville. The 22nd day of June, 1820, was set for the proposed



solemnity. Hi® church at Mill Creek By formal vote, approved 

the design, and gave to as many as desired to unite with it, 
' i

testimonials as Baptists in full fellowship s forthatpurpose. 

On the day appointed a large congregation assembled; the usual 

religious services were conducted by Mr. Whitsitt, and Mr.

Yardeman, the Presbytery on this occasion; nineteen persons 

presented the necessary letters ^3^^; and with the letters, 

"The Constitution, and Bules of Order,” which they desired to 

adopt as a church. These papers were read* and approved. The 

numbers named were then, by prayer, and the other usual rites, 

solemnly constituted "The Baptist Church in Nashville;" thar 

f^rml-signaturesofall"thejnW^ and this fact was at

tested by the signatures of the Presbytery officiating. The 

church then adjourned, and the congregation was dismissed 

with the usual benediction.

"The Constitution of the church is as follows:

"The Baptists of Nashville; and its vicinity, belonging to 

Mill Creek Church, are this day, with the consent of that body, 
(Doctrinal 

constituted a church, to be denominated the Baptist Church of (Principles. 

Nashville, upon the following principles:

First. We give ourselves to each other in the Lord, to 

watch over and perform each relative duty, to keep and maintain 

a regular government, and to keep the ordinances as delivered by 

our Lord, and his apostles.

Secondly. We agree to maintain as a church; the truths of 

the gospel that follow: The fall of man in his first parent as a 

federal head, and representation of his seed; The condemned state 



of his person in consequence of his fall; and his utter 

inability either to will or to do anything that is spiritually 

good, only under the influenee of grace*

Concerning the mediation of Jesus Christ, as the second

Adam, it is the sole meritorious cause, of the effectual calling, 

justification, and sanctification of all that are made meet 

for glory*

Baptism to be administered by immersion, and to none but

penitent believers by professions, and the Lord’s Supper to be 
Christians 

administered to orderly Bburchea only*

Ihe perseverance of the saints in grace, a doctrine re-

eeivedjis by the intercession of Jesus Christ*

Finally* It is not the duty of the church to bind the 

consciences of the weak, but to receive the weak with the strong, 

and to keep up, and do, whatsoever is agreeable to sound 
'' 

doctrine*

Two-yearsaf terthe adoption of this cojsMtutl^n -

-14 conference, on Saturday preceding the 4th lord^s day

in December, 1822,” the following was appended:

"It was unanimously agreed by the members present that

the following article be added as on amendment to the Con-

stitution of the church, to wit: “ That there is one God, 

the Creator, Preserver, and Governor of all things, who 

exists in the mode of three persons, namely, Father* Son, and

Holy- Spirit, anc uMiyided..essence «”
* __ (Rules of

”TheRulesofH3rder  ̂ amended* (Order.



j^^th^r now stand they are as follows:

"This church shall hold regular meetings, for business 

once in each month, and these meetings may adjourn from time 

to time, at its pleasure* Meetings for business may also be 

called by the churches, er by the pastor, when thought ne

cessary, especially to receiver or dismiss members, and for 

other like purposes! In these meetings, the pastor, shall be, 

ex officio* the Moderator, but if he be not present, a Moderator 

pro tempore shall be appointed* Tn all these meetings we 

agree to be governed by the following:

Rules of Order

1. Devotion

Every meeting shall be opened, and closed with prayer, and 

shall otherwise be made as devotional as may be consistent with 

the accomplishments of the business for which it is convened*

2* The Moderator

It shall be the duty of the Moderator to call the church to 

order, at the appointed time; to announce the business in order; 

to receive,, and submit all motions offered by members; to put 

to vote all questions regularly moved, and announce the result; 

to enforce order in the discussions that may arise; to receive, 

and announce communications, to inform the church when necessary, 

or when referred to, upon any point of order; to name committees, 

whose appointment, is not otherwise provided for; and in general 

to represent and stand for the church, not restraining but, 

facilitating the expression of its will* He shall give close



3* TheTreasurer

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of 

all aecouhts of the church, to receive all its funds, and 

to disburse them, according to its orders. He shall report 

to the church annually.

4. Ite Deacons

The duty of the Deacons is to take charge of all the property 

of the church, supply the wants of the poor, devise and execute, 

with the consent of the church, such measures as may be ne

cessary to raise the funds demanded by expenses, and generally, 

to administer its secular affairs. They shall report annually 

andshall be prepared whenever called upon, to give the church 

information as to its possessions, and their plans and means 

of revenues.

5. The Clerk

The duty of the Clerk shall be to keep a fair record of what

ever is done by the church, not including what is said or moved, 

but what is approved and passed. He shall take charge of the| 

repords and papers, and produce them when required; call the roll 
I 

of the church when ordered, read papers, when called upot; notify 

committees wf their appointments; and authoriticate all its pro

ceedings with his signature. He shall always stand when reading. 

When absent from a meeting a clerk pro tempore must be appointed, 

who shall always place his manuscript of its proceedings in the 

hands of the regular clerk.

6. Privileges members

All the members of the church have, as such, equal privileges 



in submitting,explaining and advocatingpropositions. In doing 

which however no member shall - nor shall he under any active 

circumstances - indulge in personal reflections, nor in any dis

courtesies whatever. If several members rise to speak at the 

same time, the member, if he has not before spoken, who is most distant 

from the Moderator’s chair, shall speak first. The rights of the 

Moderator to offer propositions, or to speak, are the same with any 

other member, but in either of these cases, he must for the time, 

call some other member to the chair. He may without leaving it 

state matters of fact within his knowledge, affecting the question 

at issue; he may speak on points of order, or he may address the 

church upon any appeal from his decisions as to poihts of order; 

but he may not take a formal part in debate, without vacating his 

seat. A member speaking must rise from his seat, otherwise he must 

not receive the attention of the Moderator. When risen, he must 

address the Moderator, and must not proceed until hds name is 

called by that officer. No member shall speak more than twice, on 

any one subject, without leave of the church. When a member gives 

away for another to speak, he really resigns the floor and has no 

more right to speak next than any ether member. Members must 

confine themselves in discussion strictly to the subject before 

the church.

When a member is called to order for irrelevancy, discourtesy, 

or for any other cause he shall cease to speak until the question 

of order is decided. No member shall retire from any meeting



without leave of the Moderator*

7. Suppression of Questions

A proposition may be suppressed by the previous question, put 

in this form: - Shall the main question now be taken? If the 

church decide by a vote that it shall not, then the proposition 

remains as it was before the call, and the call for the previous 

question cannot on that subject be renewed during that meeting* 

If the church decide that it shall then be takeni the original 

proposition upon which the call is made, shall immediately be put, 

excluding all amendments and all debate*

A proposition may also be suppressed by a motion for indefinite 

postponement, which if carried disposes of it entirely. A question 

thus postponed cannot again be called up during the same session, 

unless by a majority of three fourths of those who voted in the 

decision*

A proposition may be laid on the table, to give time for exami

nation, or reflection, or for present attention to other business. 

%en this is done it may be taken up at the convenience of the church, 

by a motion from any member. If laid on the table, or postponed to 

a certain time, it must be taken up at that time. If to give place 

to other business, and is not called up by motion, during the same 

session, it remains in the same position, as if indefinitely post

poned.

8, Reference to _a Committee

Any proposition before the church may be referred to a com

mittee, and the committee may either be instructed as to its



Report, or left to itsown discretion; or parts of the propo

sition may be referred tt> different committees for the purpose 

of paving them thoroughly considered. All committees shall 

report themselves in writing unless they shall be excused by the 

church.

9* Of Questions

Wen a proposition comprises several distinct parts, which 

are so far independent of each other as to be susceptible of 

division into several Questions, by request of the Moderator, 

or of any member, if no objectionais offered, or otherwise, on 

motion, and by a vote of the church, it may be divided, and the parts 

considered separately in so many distinct propositions. Also 

matter embraced in two or more propositions which are sufficiently 

identical may be a similar process, or by reference to a com

mittee, with Instructions be reduced to one.

10. Amendments

Any proposition before the church is subject to amendments which 

may be made by striking out words, by inserting words, or by strik

ing out some words or inserting others, or by substituting other 

matter for a part or for the whole of it. An amendment may be 

offered to an amendment, but not an amendment to that amendment. 

The last amendment must be put first and all the others in that 

order. Whatever is agreed to in an amendment by a vote of the 

church, cannot at the same seeMon be altered, or amended; |nd 

whatever is disagreed to cannot afterward at that session be 

renewed.



11. Different motions

Mien any motion is under consideration, no other can be 

entertained, except to amend it; to commit it to a committee, 

to postpone it, for the previous question, or to adjourn. A 

motion to adjourn takes precedence of all others, and when made 

without specification as to time, or purpose, must be taken 

without debate. The time and the purpose may be debated. The 

next in rank as to privilege, is the right of members; and the 

next, the business set for the hour, An adjournment of the 

session, pending the consideration of $ subject supercedes that 

subject.

All incidental questions - those growing out of the original 

proposition before the church as questions of order, motions for 

reading papers, leave to withdraw a motion, an amendment, or the 

suspension of a rule, must be decided before the question that 

gave rise to them.

Subsidiary questions - to lay on the table for the previous 

question, to postpone, or refer to a eomittee, or to amend, 

cannot be applied to each other, so as by the one to suppress 

the other; except that motions to postpone, to refer, or to 

amend may be amended.

12. Order of Business

The business of a regular church meeting shall unless otherwise 

ordered, by a vote suspending the rule proceed in the following 

order:

1. Receive application for membership

2. Receive application for letters of dismissions.



3, Read the minutes of the previous meeting, and 

intermediate meetings.

4* Receive, and dispose of reports of committees, and 

other business.

5. Consider and decide oases of discipline.

6. Attend to miscellaneous or new business.

Called meetings, or meeting adjourned for specific pur

poses, shall dispose only of the business for which they are 

convened.

13. Taking questions

A proposition made to the church is a motion; when propounded 

for reception, or or rejection, it is a question; when adopted it is 

the order or resolution of the church. A motion must be 

repeated by the Moderator before the question upon it is taken.

A written proposition shall be read by the Clerk, and afterwards 

distinctly by the Moderator, and he shall pause before commencing 

to take the question, to give time for amendments, or addresses. 

Then a paper is offered, the question will be, Shall it be reaeitedd 

land read? If objection is made, it must be decided by vote* 

TJhen received and read the question will be, Shall it be adopted?

If the paper be from any committee, other than a standing committee, 

its adoption discharges the comittee. Ho member shall decline 

ruling' unless excused by the church, and all silent members, other 

than these, shall be considered as voting with the majority.

Every proposition before the church shall at the request of any 

member, be reduced to writing. A mover may modify, or withdraw 
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bis ownmGtien,before it hasbeendiscussed, but not afterwards, 

unless by a voate of the church giving him leave to do so. Nor 

may a member, after discussion, if any one object, without simi

lar leave accept an amendment to his proposition. The vote may 

be taken by saying aye or ng, or by raising the hand, or by 

rising. The last of these forms is always necessary when a di

vision is demanded. A member coming in after the decision 

cannot vote but by consent. When the church is equally di

vided, the Moderator shall, if he will, give the casting vote; 

if he decline to vote, the question is lost. He shall give 

ample notice when about to take the question, and when he 

begins to do so, all discussion shall cease, and the decision 

shall be had without Interception. When decided, no one shall 

speak farther regarding it, but by the consent of the church.

14. ReoonoH^aMon  —
When a question is decided it cannot be brought up again, 

at the same meeting unless by a motion to reconsider, which 

must be made by a member which voted with the majority, nor 

can the motion be entertained at all, unless as many are 

present as when the decision was had. A reconciliation places the 

whole question precisely where it was before the decision, and < 
leaves it open for diseussion, amendment, adoption, or re

jection.

15. Committees

The church may appoint committees to prepare matter for its 

action. If the committee is permanent for any length of time it is a stand 
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committee. If it is for a special purpose, itisa committee, 

merely, and eeases when that purpose is accomplished. The 

first names on a committee is, by courtesy, the chairman; 

but all committees are at liberty to appoint their own chair- 

man, and to proceed in their own business in such a manner 

as may seem to them best for the accomplishment of the pur

poses of their appointment <»

A spirit of liberality prevailed among the people; a very 

eligible locality was selected on Spring Street, between High 

and Vine Streets, and a spacious house of worship at once 

built,, and paid for. In size, architectural taste, and finish, 

this house was then greatly superior to any other place of wor

ship in the city, and compares favorably even now with the 

present ecclesiastical structures which adorn this metropolis. 

It is at present occupied by Rev. 2. S. Fall, and his con

gregation, known as "The Christian ChurchThe land was donated 

by Hathan Swing, Esq., a member of the church and the whole 

property was secured by deed, now in the Register’s office in 

this city, to "The United Baptist Church in Nashville

Thus came into feeing the church of which I write. 

churches have anywhere ever been organized under more favorable 

auspices. It had the respect, not to say the warn sympathy, of all 

the better classes of the people. Of the persons composing it, 

it was justly said by a distinguished contemporary; nAs a general 

truth, a more eligible collection of individuals would not have

/, J 7^



been found in the community, for the formation ef a church, 

nor more rich in all the elements of prosperity, such as 

piety, intelligence, wealth, social position, and influence. 

With the blessing of God, nothing was wanting to its con

tinued advancement, but the spirituality, zeal, diligence, 

and fidelity of its members.


