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CHAPTER IX

1836 - 1839

Division of the Churches

• Discussions useless; resolutions of excision; division of the 

First BaptistGhurch in Nashville; claims of the schismatics;"Old 

Baptist Banner” newspaper ; suGceeded ly the ”Correspondent;" 

general results.

The controversy on the Missionary question was continued for 

several years, with great zeal, and earnestness on both sides. 

These discussions served however only to exasperate the parties. 

As to any good results they all proved utterly fruitless. The 

friends of missions solicited of their brethren, nothing more than 

to be permitted to act in this behalf, without molestation, accord

ing to their convictions of duty. They did not ask the opposers 

to act with them, or even to approve of their proceedings. They 

begged simply that they might be allowed to contribute of their 

own substance to the support of approved ministers,- at home, and 

abroad, who were engaged in preaching the gospel to feeble churches, 

in destitute places, and to the heathen, and to meet annually to 

learn the results of the labors, and devise measures for their con

tinuance, and still to retain their places in the fellowship of the 

churches. Posterity will be surprised to learn that this boon 

was denied them. They had determined unalterably, that no missionary 



measures should be prosecuted among them.

The plans of the opposers were soon matured, and ready to be 

put into execution. Resolutions were introduced into the churches 

in all parts of the state, denouncing the Convention, and all 

similar organizations, and not infrequently embracing Sunday 

schools, Bible Societies, Education Societies, and Temperance 

Societies, as unauthorized by the word of God; condemned by 

the true principles of religion; and innovations upon Baptist 

practice; a development of Arminianism; as monied institutions; 

corrupt, and corrupting in their character? and which at any 

sacrifice, ought to be discountenanced, and suppressed; and de

claring non-fellowship with them all, and with all those who sup

ported or favored them. Copies of these resolutions are at hand, 

and might here be introduced, but it is unnecessary. They were all 

very much alike, having evidently a common source; and there was 

scarcely a church in any part of the state into which they did not (-Diyis-i-on of
• churches 

sooner or later, find their way. They were discussed in a fiery 

temper, in church meetings, driving hence every religious feeling, 

and always, at the earliest possible period, forced to a vote. If 

adopted by a majority, the friends of missions in that churchy, 

were forthwith expelled summarily. If rejected, the opposers of 

missions at once declared themselves "The Orthodox and Orderly Church,” 

worshipping in that place, and when they could do so, th^yseized^ and 

retained the records, and the meeting house. The horrible confusion 

and demoralization which resulted, may be imagined. Upon the meeting 

of the Associations the same resolutions, with no other changes than



■the circumstances demanded, were again introduced, and the 

same scenes reenacted which had before been witnessed in the 

churches. Every church was expelled from these Associations 

which refused to concur in these resolutions, provided they could 

command the necessary majorities. In all cases in which they 

could not do this, they declared the association dissolved, and 

reorganized a new one with a constitution strictly excluding all 

benevolent action. The missionary portions of the churches and 

associations reorganized themselves, always upon the old con

stitutions, unchanged, and met as before. Thenceforward there 

were in most places, two churches, and two associations, both bear

ing the same name, and covering the same ground!

The First Baptist Church in Nashville congratulated itself that 

it had entirely escaped this terrible storm. No one had offered to 

introduce before it any proscriptive measures. It was not known 

that any one of the members was particularly dissatisfied, either 

with the church, or with any of its proceedings. A tempest, however, 

was brewing, and soon burst upon it furiously. It had for several 

months been observed that Dr, Watson, Mr. King, Mr. Tompkins, 

Mr. Ball, Mr. Cox, Mr. Lowe, and others of the anti-missionary 

leaders were frequently in the city, preaching in private houses, 

and visiting among those who were willing to hear what they had to 

say. But no one of any influence gave special attention to their 

movements. Soon Mr. Lowe removed his family to the city, and took 

up his residence here. He obtained, and fitted up as a place for 

preaching a large room on the North weth corner of Broad and Cherry



Street. Still no apprehension was felt of a division of the 

church, since it was known that there were in the Southern sub

urbs not a few who were members of Baptist churches in the country, 

and who were inclined to be Baptists, and all whose proclivities 

were towards the Anti-missionaries. Mr. Lowe now began to hold 

services regularly, and was constantly, and largely assisted by 

the leaders of his party. At once a certain class of members absented 

themselves from the church habitually. These with others before 

referred to, met in Mr. Lowe’s place of worship ,'0n«th.e«.- -«day of 

May, 1838, and adopted characteristic proceedings. They declared by^ 

resolution, ’’That the majority of the First Baptist Church in 

Nashville, having joined the State Convention, for missionary pur

poses, and involved themselves in other like so-called benevolent 

institutions, have departed from the faith, and practice of the 

Gospel, and are now in heresy, and disorder, and therefore no longer 

a church of Christ; that we the minority, having maintained the 

faith, and preserved the order of the gospel, are truly, and legiti

mately the church; therefore we are the true and only First Baptist 

Church in Nashville, and claim to be so received, and accepted."

To this proceeding, they added the ordinary non-fellowshiping 

and denunciatory resolutions. Dr. Watson, Mr. Lowe, and probably 

some others who were present for the purpose, then solemnly recognized 

them "the First Baptist Church in Nashville." Washington Lowe was 

unanimously elected pastor, who being presentj accepted the charge, 

and entered at once upon the duties assigned him. At the same meeting 

perhaps twenty others, anti-missionaries, joined them, who belonged 

to Mill Creek, McCrory’s Creek, Antioch, Conconrd, and probably other 



neighboring churches, and who resided in, and near the city. 

Thus a second time within eighteen years, had the First Baptist 

Church in Nashville "become two bands." Now, however, as in 

another case twenty years later, these recusants claimed to be 

the church, and maintained that the church was no church. That 

as we have seen was the fashion of the times. This Antimissionary 

church is the same which now has its place of worship on South 

College Street, near the Howard School building; is, and has been 

for many years, under the pastorship of the veritable Dr. Watson; 

and has not probably today as many members as it had on the day 

of its recognition now a quarter of a century ago. At present 

it calls itself indifferently "The Old Baptist" church, or "The 

Old School Baptist" church, or "The Primitive Baptist church in 

Nashville."

The next regular meeting of the First Baptist Church occurred on 

the 18th day of June, 1838. The following preamble, and resolutions 

were unanimously adopted:

"Whereas, David Read (all names are recited) without having given 

any previous intimation of their dissatisfaction with us, our faith, 

or our proceedings, asking for letters of dismission, or taking any 

other gospel steps, have in a disorderly, and unscriptural manner, 

withdrawn from this church, and formed themselves under the per

suasions, and guidance of a Mr. Washington Lowe, (and others), into 

another church, and have adopted, and published, a declaration of 

nonfellowship with this church, collectively^ and individually, 

Therefore,

Resolved, That the names of these members be erased from the



list of members of this church.

Resolved, That this church adheres to, and has never de

parted from^the Declaration of the Principles upon which it 

was originally constituted."

Thus ended the trouble of the First Church with its Anti

missionary members. Their separation from the church seriously 

diminished its members, but did not weaken its moral, social, 

pecuniary, or spiritual strength. Such members may well be spared 

from every church. The brethren thereupon dealt with them very 

kindly. the true--and only

First Baptist Church in the city, that, as in the subsequent 

similar case, was simply ridiculous. In the former division of 

the church a large portion of its members lapsed into Campbellism. 

In the latter, q smaller portion fell into Antinom^nism. The church 

itself has ever stood unmoved, upon its original principles.

To aid them in cairrying out their purposes of dissention, division, 

and overthrow, the ^ntimisdionhries in this quarter originated, and 
(Anti- 

for several years published a newspaper. They had previously relied (missionar; 
! (newspaper

mainly upon a paper 'published in the sate of New York, and edited 

by Mr. Bebee, and another in the State of-North Carolina, edited 

by Mr. Temple. Both these had numerous readers, and many cor

respondents, in Tennessee. They manifested ho ability either in 

literature, or in theology, but their "ad cap-tandum valgus" style, 

unsparing denunciations of all benevolent combinations, and their

spirit, were exactly suited to the taste of the Anti-missionaries 

in this state. The "Organ" they now created for themselves, was dB* 
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nominated ."The Old Baptist Banner;" it was published in Nashville; 

and was edited by Mr. Washington Lowe. Its first number appeared 

in May, 1838, three years after the origination of "The Baptist," 

by Dr. Howell. As an editor Mr. Lowe manifested much more ability 

and tact than either Mr. Bebee or Mr. Temple. Indeed, for an un

educated man he wrote with much ease, and facility. Of the Bible 

he knew very little, and of science generally, and history es

pecially, both sacred and profane, he was accordingly ignorant. 

He was, however, not at all conscious of his deficiences, but was 

full of boldness and confidence. The spirit of his paper was ex

cessively acrimonious, and the language harsh, denunciatory, and 

vituperative. But "the power behind the throne was greater than 

the throne itself." That power was Dr. John M. Watson. The enter

prise was doubtless his. But however this might be, he certainly 

wrote a large portion of the matter that filled the columns. He 

gave it life and influence and energy. Its power of mischief was 

immense, nor did it. fail to accomplish its mission.

It may be proper here to state that before the first year of his 

pastorship and editorship in Nashville had expired, Mr. Lowe was 

expelled from his church on a charge of gross immorality. He in

stantly left the city, and returned to his farm in Robertson County. 

The paper went into the hands of Dr. Watson himself, who took it to 

Murfreesborough, where he then resided, and under the name of "The 

Correspondent," it was continued in the same manner, and spirit as 

before. The first number under the new regime appeared in May 1839. 

For a while it was the medium of intercourse and intelligence to the 



adherents of that party; gave them arguments, and eV®n.:,f£>ms of 

language; and rallied them to action. The Missionary and Anti

missionary parties however, soon became entirely separate and 

ceased to have<hy religious intercourse. ’’The Correspondent” 

then gradually sunk down, and after a year or two expired*

Now for the third time within forty years, the desolation of 

the Baptist churches in Tennessee was complete. They were first 

rent, overthrown, and destroyed by the violence of the controversy 

on the doctrine of Predestination; stheyiWpre secondly crushed and 

scattered by”the Reformation" of Mr, Campbell; they were thirdly, 

severed and prostrated by the Missionary controversy. Scarcely did 

they begin fairly to recover from one calamitous division when they 

fell into another. Would to God this had been the lastI But alas, 

yet another Awaited us, still more destructive! Will the Baptists of 

Tennessee ever be united, and labor together continuously in the 

cause of Christ?


