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Jorma tionofan Education Society; its progress; its results 

in Union University at Murfreesborcugh; of a Publication Society; its 

colporteurs; its Sunday Soh^gL^tion; of a Bible^Society; resuscitation 
J 

.for the Foreign Mission Scclg^y; all thesewith the Qovention, m^ged 

.4^0 a State General Association.

From its origin the First Baptist Church in Nashville, has been 

eminently active, and influential, in all those measures thought to be 

scriptural, and useful^ as agencies to build up the cause of Christ at 

home^ and abroad. From an early period, the pastor of this church had 

taken a leading part in them all. For many years, and up to the organi

zation of the Southern Baptist Convention, he was one of the Vice Presidents 

of ”The Triennial Convention of the Baptist denomination in the United States•” 

Of the Virginia Portsmouth Association he had been but two years a member 

when, young as he was, he was elected its Moderator, and continued to 

hold that position as long as he remained in Norfolk.
^df pas-tor 

He was active in the origination of the Religious Herald, of

Richmond, which, when at the beginning of the present war, it suspended 

its publication, was one of the oldest Baptist weekly* in America, and 
A

for the columns of which he wrote frequently,; and much. He was one of seven 

brethren who originated, and put into action, the Virginia Baptist Seminary, 

now Richmond College. He was a Life Member of the American Baptist Tract 

Society, how the American Baptist Publication Society; and upon its forma-



tion a Life Director of the American and foreign Bible Society.

Of the General Association of Virginia he had been during his entire 

pastorship in that state, always an officer.; and one among its 

most active members. On his removal to Nashville, he brought 

with him in these several departments of Christian labor,; all 

the zeal, energy, and activity, by which he had previously been 

characterized. He was always a member and an officer,; and some

times President of the Western Baptist Convention,* which held its 

sessions usually, at Cincinnati, or Louisville; and of ’’The Western 

Baptist Education Society,” which held its Anniversaries in con

nection with that Convention; and in which relation he was an 

active participator in originating, and placing in progress the 

Western Baptist Theological Seminary at Covington, which was 

afterwards destroyed by the contention for the control of its en

dowment funds, between the Baptists of Kentucky and Ohio.

With such a pastor the church in Nashville warmly sympathized. 

One of the most pressing wants of our churches in the state of 

Tennessee the®, as now, was a suitably qualified ministry. Many 

of the pioneer ministers who came from Virginia, Maryland, the 

Carolinas and Georgia; and who planted here the first churches., were 
■I 

men of talents and great power. Their education, thoughj not professional, 

was generally equal to the better classes of the citizens of the 

county. They were such men as Ross, Dillahunty, McConnico, Whitsitt, 

and Atkinson. Their piety was earnest; their labors were abundant, 

they were unselfish and humble.; they were eminently successful.

The ministers who succeeded them, natives of the country, were, as



has bean stated, vastly their inferiors in every respect. 

They were uncultivated, coarse, self-important, envious, and 

litigious. These ministers, were palpably inferior to most 

of the members of the churches of which they were pastors. 

The natural effect followed. The educated sons and daughters 

of the wealthy members of their flocks ceased to attend their 

ministry; and sought by persons of other denominations^ (for the 

Baptists took no part in the education of the people - it was 

not surprising that they nearly all joined other denominations. 

Thus were the Baptist churches drained effectually of their 

wealth and social influence, elements of strength for the ad

vancement of the cause of Christ which no denomination can afford to 

lose.: And, if any of their sons united with Baptist churches, ex

cept in very rare instances they did not enter the ministry. All 

this was an insufferable incubus, not felt so much in relation 

to the members^ as to the character and usefulness, of those who 

joined our churches.
(^uchtion

Painfully impressed with these facts, the church commenced im- (&pc^ety~ 

mediately after the arrival of Dr. Howell^ to move in the matter 

of education generally, and of the ministry particularly. Some 

Baptist teachers were invited to the city, and others teachers of 

the city were baptized. Large schools soon appeared and continued 

to flourish unt^l-Br. Hov/elll®ft^the.,Gityro 

Several.young ministers were invited to Nashville to prosecute their 

studies. Some of them, as has been said, who were indigent were

boarded in the families of brethren, and received instruction



gratit^/ously, some in private academies and some in the

Nashville University. More was done however for our de-

nominational interests,> by the education of the people in private 

academiesK than by the education of young ministers.

During the session of the Baptist State Convention in Nashville 

in October., 1836, an organization was effected of which we find 

in the city papers of the time the following notices:

•'A numerous meeting of Baptist and the friends of 

Baptists was held in the house of worship of the Nashville 

Baptist Church in this city, on Saturday evening, the Sth of 

October 1836. "Rev. John T. Muse of Bedford was called to the 

chair and Charles G. Mitchell, Esq.,, appointed secretary. The 

object of the organization was then explained at some length 

by Rev. Dr. Howell. He presented the condition of many of our 

young ministers of Tennessee, the state of the cause and the 

crisis we are approaching, and urged the necessity of some practi

cable method to facilitate this acquisition of knowledge. Several 
also ' '

other gentelmen wks addressed the meeting, presenting the pro

posed object in various interesting points of light A com

mittee was then appointed to prepare a suitable constitution 

and the meeting adjourned until Monday evening.
G’A very large congregation assembled on Monday evening at 

seven o’clock. The Rresident took the chair, and after a brief 

address, led the congregation in prayer. Dr. Howell then pre

sented the following constitution, which he accompanied with an 

address, entering into the whole range of ministerial education, 



of which, under existing circumstances, he demonstrated the 

importance, showed its consonance with the teachings of the 

New Testament, and defended the proposed measure from all 

reasonable objections. We proposed constitution was then 

considered, and unanimously adopted. The Officers and Boards 

were appointed, and the Society adjourned, to the time and 

place of the next annual meeting. The constitution was as 

follows: ................. ..

"Artiele-l. Thl s- body shall be called ,. "J^
1

Education Society for Ministerial improvement." 
i ;

Article 2, The design of this Society is to afford brethren

of the Baptist denomination, regularly licensed to the work of the 

ministry, who give satisfactory evidence of their piety, good stand

ing, call to the ministry, and capacity for improvement and useful

ness, the means of acquiring knowledge to enable them with the 

greater facility and perspicuity to preach the Gospel of Christ.
Article g. Any person who sh^U subscribe to the funds of the 

Society shall be a member, provided he be a Baptist in good stand

ing.

Article 4, The Officers of this Society shall consist of a 

President, a Recording and Corresponding Secretaries, Treasurer, and 

ten or more other managers.

Article 5. These Officers shall form an Executive Board, who shall 

be shosen at every annual meeting, five of whom shall form a quorum, 

for business. It shall tte their duty to adopt such measures as 

mayvappear expedient to increase the funds of the Society, and secure 



their application to the objects proposed, to superintend its, 

conscious during its recess, and to report their proceedings 

at their annual meeting. The Board shall appoint the time 

and place of their own meetings, and shall have the power of 

filling all vacancies, which may occur, and 0:2 calling special 

meetings of the Society, when in their judgement they measure 

may appear necessary*

Article 6. This Society shall meet annually at the time and 

place of meeting of the Baptist State Convention of Tennessee.

Article 7* This Constitution may be altered or amended at 

any annual meeting of the Society, by the concurenoe of two 

thirds.-of the members present. IWtided, however, that no charge 

shall affect the second artiela.''

This was not the inauguration of the Baptist educational 

movement, in Tennessee, Combinations had been before formed for this 

purpose in the Western District, which having been settled thene 

recently, and mostly by persons from the Atlantic States, Virginia, 

the Carolinas, and Georgia, was in all respects greatly in ad- 

vance of the Middle part of the State. Brethren there had been 

engaged in this department for two years, or more, and had mani

fested much intelligence and liberality.

Th® Board met after the adjournment of the Society, and received 

two beneficiaries, and two others to be sustained by the

Nashville church* The first anniversary was held at Mill Creek, on 

the 6th of October, 1837, when an elaborate report was ready by tue 

Dr. Howell, and adopted. Its second anniversary was held in Columbia, 



where- it appeared that six or eight young men had been sus- 

tained and by this time the object of the Society had become ex

ceedingly popular • Among the proceedings are found. the following:

Resolved, That brethren R. H. Taliaferro, C. Talliaferro, 
F

R. Sjiead, S. Love, and J. Cannon of East Tennessee; N.

Gate5, J. T. Muse, R. B. 0. Rowell, W. L. Williford, and
*1

B. Kimbrough, of Middle Tennessee; and P. S. Gayle, G. Stovall, 

N. G. Smith, and J. Burns pf the Western District, be, and 

they are, hereby requested to avail themselves of all suitable 

occasions, to explain publicly, the design and objects of this 

Society, to solicit funds on its behalf, and report from 

time to time to the Board.*

"Resolved, That a committee be appointed to correspond 

With the Trustees of the several Literary Institutions of 

this State, to ascertain the terms upon which beneficiaries of 

this Society will be received as students, and that they Report 

the-result of their inquiries to .the Board.”

Several brethren became responsible each for one young 

minister, to be educated for one year at various colleges. Thus 

the number under training was considerably enlarged. The enter

prise continued to gain ground rapidly.

The Universities and colleges of several States had then 

recently determined to educate without charge for tuition, all young 

ministers of every denomination, who should resort to them for in

struction. It was supposed that those of our state might be in

clined to do the same thing. In this case our brethren thought our 



best policy would probably be to create a fund the avails 

of which should be employed in the education of our young 

ministers at the existing colleges of the country, and to 

defer, for the present, the origination of any college of our 

own* To ascertain such facts on this point as might enable 

us to act wisely was the design of appointing the Gommittee 

to which reference is had? above*

The third annual meeting was held in Nashville commencing 

October 12, 1839* It was reported that Mr. Gayle, former pastor 

of this church, now of Brownsville, had sustained one young 

minister in a course of education; that one had been sustained 

by Barclay Martin, W. L. Williford, and W. Miller of Maury, 

that the church in Nashville had sustained three; and that several 

had been sustained by brethren in East Tennessee, whose names and 

exact number could not be precisely reported* The coatt was about 

one hundred and fifty dollars each. It was ascertained that the col- 

leges of our State had declined to make any abatement in their 

charges for education in the case of the beneficiaries of this 

Society^ ahd that^committee would so report. Dr. Howell gave 
notice that at the sitting of the Society the next day, he ^ould 

A 
offer a resolution to originate immediately an Institution for the 

education of such Baptist ministers in Tennessee as might be destrious 

of improvement, and move the appointment of a General agent to col

lect the necessary funds to carry the design into effect. On the 

next day the comittee to "correspond with the several Literary In

stitutions of the State in reference to the terms upon which bene



ficiaries of the Society, will be received as students,” 

reported that all the Universities and Colleges, declined 

to make any deduction^ or abatement of expenses in favor 

of your beneficiaries. Hon. Barclay Martin, the chairman, 

accompanied this report with an extended and most eloquent ad

dress on the general subject of ministerial education, defend

ing it from oibjgenOoasB, and presented the numerous respects 

in which it is of the utmost importance to the success of the 

cause 0/ truth. Dr. Howell then, in accordance with the notice 

of yesterday, offered the following resolutions:

1. RBSQl^ed, That an institution be forthwith originated 

and established for the purpose of educating young ministers 

of the Gospel.

2. Resolved, That a suitable agent be immediately ap

pointed to collect the necessary funds to carry this design 

into execution.

pr. HowelX accompanied these resolutions with an address at 

length. After some remarks on the general subject and a particular 

reOerbnee to the points so conclusively sustained by Mr. Martin, he 

proceeded to describe the character of the school he proposed. He 

demanded that it should be of the highest character in all respects; 

that no expense should be spared in obtaining a sufficient number of 

the best qualified teachers in the country; and that no pupil should 

receive the honors of the institution, who did not deserve them. 

He deprecated the expenditures in brick and mortar so common, and 
thought to be so necessary, in Originating literary institutions.



^and-proved-that they were not only useless, but reallylnjurioua, 

both In direct education, and to the morals and manners of the 

students. In support of his views, he referred, largely to the 

German Universities. He demonstrated the practicability of his 

scheme, in various ways; for our encouragement noted the history 

of the Baptist institutions of Virginia, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, Ohio, and Illinois, and detailed the 

present condition of the churches and the ministry in Tennessee, and 

showed that it called loudly for immediate and vigorous action, 
then

He ten gave a history of all the proceedings which had been had in our 

State on this subject and the several efforts, hitherto fruitless, to 

originate institutions in the Eastern District and in the Western Dis~ 

triet^showed that the state ought to have, at present, at least but 

one, that it should be located in a central position; in which case 

he thought it would be well sustained; deplored the dispostion several 

times manifested by some portions of the State; to break off from 

the remainder, and wither have a separate college, or join with 
some other state; and adjected the brethren of the Western District, 

and that portion-of the Eastern bordering upon Georgia, not to 

forsake those inz the remaining portion of Tennessee^ To sustain any 

little schools of their own which must be feeble in their influence, 

and soon pass away; but to unite entirely in this great work. In 

favor of locating the proposed institution in Nashville; he showed 
that i/would be necessary to expend but little or nothing here in 

college edifices; that the circumstances under which the students would 

be placed, would be much more favorable than at any other point, for 



thorough education,andthatministerscduldb’eeducated here 

much more econcomically; and with less actual cost, than at any 

other place in the state.
In relation to the second resolutio^he believed, that a suitable 

agent could obtain fifty thousand dollars, during this year fou this 

great object; and he referred to what was lately done in Georgia, and 

what the President of Georgetown College, in Kentucky, Mr. Giddings, 

is now doing. He closed by remarks on the ability of the thirty 

thousand Baptists of Tennessee, to do something worthy of the churches 
nv

of the state/ and the effect which would follow liberal actions 
A

to improve and sustain a pious and laborious ministry.

Addresses were made by brethren Pottus, Martin, Kimbrough, Fisk 

and others, and the resolutions passed unanimous and with great spirit.

On,motlon, a committee of three;"consist^ brethren Mlliford, 
Howell, and Marshall, were appointed to procure immediately the ser

vices of a suitable agent, to collect the necessary funds, to originate 

the proposed institution.

The following was then offered, which after spiritual remarks, 

by brethren Fisk, Pettus, Howell, Marshall and others, and unanimously 

adapted:

Resolved, That our brethren throughout the State, be 

affectionately and earnestlyrequested to unite with us in 

carrying out the great objects contemplated in the reso

lutions of this evening.

Mr. Martin offered the following, whi|h, after remarks by himself, 

Dr. Morton, and others, passed unanimously:



lr Heselved, That Baptist ministers, and members of the 

Society, be requested to act in concert with the General 

Agent, and urge all brethren, to whom they may preach, 

to come up to the help of this Society* by their prayers, 

and their contributions.

Rasalved, That the Executive Board, be, and it is hereby 

instructed to meet quarterly in Nashville, the Wednesday after 

^he Jlrst Lordly April

After the adjournment of the Society, the Board proceeded to 

elect a General Agent. It was thought that some gentleman should 

be appointed who would fill suitably the presidency of the proposed 

college; that if at once made president, the duty of collecting the 

necessary funds would give him such an acquaintance with the people 

of the State, as would interest them in the.college; and that with 

this prestige the collection of the money would be more easy and

speedy. After mature deliberation, the Board appointed Bev. B. I. 

Farnsworth, late President of Georgetown College, Kentucky. Mr. 

Farnsworth accepted the appointment, and soon after arrived i^ 

Nashville with his family. Be occupied several months in procuring 

a charter from the Legislature for a University, according to the 

plan which he desired. The general features of this plan of this 

institution are as follows:

The establishment of a great central college, the university 

proper, in the Middle division of the State, with one branch 

college in the Eastern, and one in the Western District, each 
branch to have two professors and a tutor, the central insti~ 



tution to have additional professors, and all to be 

united under one President, to superintend the interests 

of all, and spend a portion of his time in giving instruction, 

by lectures, or otherwise, at each of the branches of the 

University. The committe of organization appointed by 

the Education Society, announced the following sound and funda

mental principles, first, that the institution be ss or

ganized and conducted as to furnish the advantages of edu

cation to youth, with reference to all the occupations and 

stations of life; secondly, that, economy in the expenses (pxan of
( t he UnT* 

of students be so carefully provided for and secured, that

no clasSnof citizens shall be excluded from the benefits of

this institution* The announcement of the faculty stated that 

is not designed as a substitute for any of the existing pro- 

visions for public instruction, but to supply a vacancy not 

otherwise to be filled* Ho professional teaching of any 

kind was contemplated in the University* Courses of study, 

preparatory to a degree, in the .Arts, together with ele

mentary and academical education, are the sole purpose. The 

University was conceived and designed to be prosecuted in 
the spirit of the most enligthened liberality. It was not

I

sectarian in any of its characteristics. It was proposed that 

any ohe of the towns in Middle Tennessee which should sub- 
erectlon 

scribe the largest amount of funds for the tetaa of the 
• t

necessary edifices should be entitled to have the University 
I

located in its midst*



abb

Mr. Frans-worth went to Murfreesboro; the citizens of 

which, placed under his direction the Bradley Academy, 

a fine new building of sufficient size for present opl~ 

lege purposes. He called to $is assistance, C» Smith, A.M., 

as professor of the Greek language and literature; Joseph 

H. Baton, A.M., as professor of the Latin language and 

literature; and William William^, A.B., as tutor. Thus was 

organized Union University which commenced its first session 

on Monday the second day of May,< 1841.

The necessary funds for the endowment of the University were not 

obtained by Mr. Bamswotth. He had not Indeed devoted himself to 

this object. Some other measures looking to this end had also 

failed. The Board of Education Society therefore appointed a mass 

meeting, to be held at Erwin, Rutherford County, to commence May 

18, 1843, to consider and adopt some method to obtain the required 

endowment. A very large number of persons were present from various 

portions of the country, together with many of our ablest ministers, 

and the meeting continued in session for several days. The follow

ing extracts are selected from its published proceedings:
(Mass meet- 

"The committee appointed at a previous meeting of (ing on
(education 

the Board, for the purpose of preparing resolutions, 

for this meeting were called on for their report, when

Professor Eaton, chairman of the' committee, after an 

elaborate address presented and read the following: 

"Whereas. The interests of the oaus® of Christ demand, 

that the Baptist denomination, in the State of Tennessee, 

sustain a literary institution of a high character.



1. Resolved, That a sum of fifty thousanddollars be 

raised within one year to be invested as a permanent 

fund for the endowment of Union University.

p. Resolved, That a committe be appointed whose duty 

it shall be, to seoure the services of a suitable agent 
/ 

who will enter at once upon the field, and present the sub- 

ject to all the churches in this S^t^,and the contigious 

churches in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, and se

cure from them their constitutions to this object. (

3. Resolved, That a committee be appointed whose duty it 
{ 
I 

shall be, to take appropriate measures to raise funds to 

ai^ in defraying the immediate expenses of those beneficiaries

noir at the University and also, that a Treasurer shall be ap

pointed, who shall receive and apply these funds according to 

the directions of said committee. ’

4. Resolved, That a e^mmitte be appointed to examine into
1

the claims of those who apply to be received as beneficiaries.

After addressed successively by Drs. Howell and Eaton, and

Messrs. Kimbrough, January, Rushing, and various others, these 
/ I

resolutions were unanimously adopted. The committee appointed under 

the second resolution to employ an agent for the purpose of procuring 

funds for the endowment of Union University, made their report, and 

the contract made by them was approved. The following is the reports

"The committee appointed to select an agent to collect 

funds for the Union University by lease to report that they 

have secured the services of Elder Bradley Kimbrough who



agrees to enter immediately upon his duties.” 

Mr. Kimbrough’s appointment was confirmed by the 

Board. A committee was then appointed consisting of 

G. D. Cresthwait, J. E. Eletoher, T. H. Maney, B. Gennoway, 

and J. Mallory to superintend the agency and to prepare 

and publish an address to the people of the State.

The meeting then agreed to recommend to the Trustees 
z 

to locate the University Murfreesboro, on conditions 

that t)ie citizens of that place give the sum of ten 

thousand dollars for erecting buildings.

Mr. Kimbrough entered upon his agency, and fully accom- 

plished the work assigned him. The people of Murfreesboro, 

contributed the preposed sum, and the Trustees located -per® 

iMGeeatig^ the University at that place. Special funds were 

obtained sufficient for the purpose, and the present magnifi- 

cent campus was purchased, and the spacious and handsome buildings 

still there, were erected and occupied. Thus did the Uni- 

versity commence its career under circumstances most auspicious, 

having splendid grounds, and buildings, a cash endowment of 

fifty thousand dollars, an able faculty at the head of which 

was Dr. Eaton and the warm confidence and good will of all 

the peopleoof the State and of the Baptist denomination 

throughout the whole country.

About the time of the reorganization of the church in 

Nashville, a depository of tracts and books was established 

by its members for distribution in the city and throughout (Publioati 



^3

the country. The Depository was managed at first by Joseph 

M. Marshall. Afterwards it passed into the hands of John 

G. Carpenter, and then into those of James Thomas. The 

church felt a deep interest in this work, and warmly en

couraged various persons, and especially Her. J. 0. Holt, 

in selling books generally, and Baptist books especially in 

the country. In this way a vast amount of good was accomplished. 

The people became gradually impressed with the importance of a 
general organization for this purpose, andjthe origination and 

fostering of Sunday schools* At the meeting of the Convention in 

Lebanon, a large number of brethren being present, in October, 

1841, this organization was entered into with great zea^ and 

enthusiasm, with the following-constitution:
(Publications 

Article 1 Thia Society shall ba-styled^ "TheTenn- (and Sunday 
(schools 

essee Baptist Publication and Sunday School Society."

Article 2 Any Baptist in good standing in any Baptist 
church in Tennessee, in union with the^denomination may 

i 
become an annual members of this Society, by the payment of 

one dollar and a Life Member by the payment of ten dollars at 

any one time.

Article 5, The object of this Society shall be the es

tablishment of a Depository in Nashvi|le and the employ

ment and support of a General and other Agents for the State, 

and promoting by advice and contributions the distribution of 

approved Baptist books throughout theState.

Article 4. The Officers of this Society shall be Presi

dent, three Vice-presidents, a Corresponding Secretary and 



and Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Board of 

Directors, consisting of twelve members, six of whom 

shall reside in Nashville and vicinity. All the of

ficers and directors shall be chosen annually by a 

niajority of the members present.

Article 5, The Society shall meet on its own ad

journment, as also the Board, and may be convened by 

previous notice, at any time, by the President.

Article 6, All the monies received into the Treasury 

of the Society, shall be expended in the purchase of ap

proved books, to be distributed through the country, 

except so much as may be necessary for the payment of 

Agents and Colporteurs. All monied paid out of the 

Treasury must be appropriated by the Board of Directors.

Article This Constitution may be altered or amend- 

edbyamjorityata^ regular moating.

Officers and Directors were appointed, who employed 

agents and colporteurs. Mr. J. C. Holt, Mr. John A. 

Wedge, and others, and the work was executed with great 

energy, and success for many years. It being however no 

longer an enterprise confined to the First Baptist Church 

in Nashville does not properly come into this Memorial.

The State Bible Society also had its origin in the First 

Baptist Church in Nashville. At a large meeting of brethren 

held in its place of worship, October 10th, 1836, the 

following proceedings occurred;



"Whereas, The American Bible Society has by its resolutions, 

of the 6th of May, 1836, committed flagrant injustices upon 

the Baptist churches in the United States, by refusing to 

appropriate any part of its funds, a large portion of which 

was contributed by us, to aid in publishing the Bible, as 

translated, by their own confession^ faithfully^, and ably by 
0 *our missionaries in Burraah, Hindostan, etc.; And whereas, 
4 

our denomination is now imperatively called upon to withhold f
all further aid from that Society, and engage in separate 

exertions to print our own translations in foreign lands; And, 

whereas, a Baptist Bible Society for the United States was 

recently formed in the city of New York, denominated the American 

and the Foreign Bible Soc iety, inviting our co-operation we do 

agree to form ourselves into an Association for the circulation 

of the sacred volume governed by the followingcon- (Bible
(Society 

stitution:

Article 1. This Association shall be denominated, The

Bible Association of the Baptists of Tennessee, for the cir

culation of faithful translations of the word of God, in all 

languages.

Article 2. Every individual, church, or other Association L r [~T r - " : n. i

contributing annually to the funds of this Association shall

be entitled to membership.

Article 3, The Officers of this Association shall be 

a Moderator, Recording Clerk, a Corresponding Clerk, a Treasurer, 

and then, or more, Managers, who shall all be members of the



c/. (fl (fl

Baptist denomination., five of whom shall ggnatitute 

a quorum for business. It shall be their duty to adopt 

such measures as to them may seem expedient, to increase the 

funds of the Association, and to secure their application to 

the object proposed. The officers and managers shall be 

elected annually.

Article 4, This Association shall meet annually at the 

time and place of meeting of the Baptist State Convention 

of Tennessee.

Article 5, Any change may be made in this Constitution, 

at any annual meeting of the Association, by a concurrence of 

two~thirds- of the members present.

The subsequent course of this Society was vigorous, and 

much has been done by it for the dissemination of the word 

of God, at home, and in foreign lands.

V The Tennessee Baptist Foreign Missionary Society had long 

since succumbed to the opposition which had been brought to 

bear against it, by Daniel Parker, and others, who in those 

days acted in concert with him. A meeting was held in the 

First Baptist Church, October 15, 1859, to take some measures 

with reference to this department of Christian duty. J. H. 

Marshall was called to the chair, and several earnest and im

pressive addresses were made on the subject. The following reso

lutions was then offered by R. B. C. Howell:

^Resolved, That we now resuscitate the Tennessee Baptist 

Foreign Missionary Society, originated by our lamented Brother



Rice, twenty two years ago.”

Dr. Howell then addressed the assembly at length

) ■■ ■ ■ 1 ।

notice, given in .^

supdry ministers and members of the Baptist denomination met 

at pones Meeting House, Wilson County, West Tennessee (now.

Middle) on Tuesday the 3Sd of December 1816. A sermon was .'de

livered by Elder Hiram Casey; after which the members retired

to the house of Elder John Jones, and formed themselves into (Foreign
i ' (Mission

a convention - Brother Nathan Stancil, nominated to the chair, (Society 

ahd Elder James Whitsitt, Secretary; after which the following

constitution was unanimously adopted:

Article 1. This body shall be known by the name of the

West Tennessee (now Middip Tennessee) Baptist Missionary Society, 

auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions.w 
.....
Article 2, This Society shall have power to form such rules, for 

its government, in its session, as it may think proper.

Article 3. There shall be a President chosen, who shall pre
side at the meetings of tljis Society and also a Vice-fresident, 

who shall act in ease of the absence or disability of the 

President, and in case of jthe absence and disability of both 

one shall be chosen pro tem. They shall continue during the 

pleasure of the Society.

Article 4* There shall be a Secretary Chosen, whose duty 4t 

shall be to keep a regular accord of the proceedings of this 

Society, and such other papers, as it may put into his hands.



■Bww'sasil a Treasurer appointed, who" 
V

for t^e faithful performance of his duty, shall give to the 

president and his successor in office, bond and such se- 

security ad he may approve of.

Article 6. This Society at its meetings shall have power to 

make appropriations, when it thinks proper, for the promotion of 

Domestic Missions; and shall from time to time transmit to the 

Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, such sums as it may think 

proper.

Article 7, The subscribers nmes, with the sums subscribed, 

shall be enrolled; likewise the names of those who may receive 

collections and such sums collected; shall be transmitted to the 

annual meetings of this Society.

Article 8, Any person signifying a wish to become a member 

of this Society, and paying the sum of one dollar or more shall 

thereby become a member and be entitled to a vote, but may (on 
X 

due notice given) withdraw at his own pleasure. The names of each 

member of this Society shall be enrolled by the Secretary. 
/

This Society shall meet annually, and shall have 

power to adjourn to any time and place it may think proper.

Article 10. The President, with the consent of a majority of 

the official members of the Society, shall have power to call 

a meeting, whenever he thinks the good of the Society requires it.

Article 11* All questions brought before this Society shall be 

deoiddbby a majority of the members present.



Agtiele lZ, Any alterations which experience may dictate 

from time to time, ^ay be made in this Constitution, at the 

regular meeting of the Society, by two thirds of the,members 

present.

After which the following proceedings were had:

On motion Sider Cantrell Bethel is chosen President;

Robert C. Foster, Secretary, and Nathan Stanoil Tseasurer.
"Resolved, j^That the ministers of the Gospel be requested 

to encourage and receive donations for the benefit of this 

institution and forward the same to the stated meetings of this 
j 

Society.

Resolved, That the Secretary propose an address suitable

to the Missionary cause,

Resolved, That the Secretary, and Elder James Whitsitt 

be requested to have the constitution and further proceedings 

of the meeting, with the address, printed and directed to friends 

in different sections of the country.

Resolved, That the first session of this Society be held at 

Cedar Lick Meeting House, Wilson County, on the last Saturday 

in June next; and that Elder Jeremiah Burns be requested to 

preach on the occasion at ten o'clock.

The following address was prepared by R. C. Foster, who 

was, at that time, a member of Baptist denomination, adopted 
A 

by the Society, and published with the proceedings:

Friends to Christianity:

You will see from the above proceedings that a meeting has



been.chlled- to oonaul4^^e-4ntarests ’ e

kingdom) that a Missionary Society has been established; 
you*

The Constitution governing the same is before/ It wnsw 

remains for you to say whether the tree thus planted in 

the West, shall wither and die, or whether under the Divine 

auspices, it shall vegetate and bring forth fruit to the 

honor and glory of God* We confess we have no cause to fear, 

or so much as doubt, on the occasion, when we reflect on the 

distinguished philanthropy, and unbounded liberality which 

characterizes the citizens of the West. It is believed that an 
(Tennessee 

opportunity only is wanted, to evince to the world, the ardor (Foreign 

we possess in mingling our prayers and donations with the (Society 

thousands who have gone before us in this God-like work. What 

a satisfaction must it afford those who willingly contribute 

in any form to so glorious a cause as that of Christ - a cause 

which Jesus founded by the shedding of his blood - a cause to 

which the long catalogue of martyrs willingly sacrificed their 

lives - a cause, in fine, by the prevalence of which the name 

of Jehovah is glorified, the condition of man meliorated, and 
s 

their saivdtiOn.finally accomplished, When we consider the 

state of those parts of the world, whom the Son of Righteousness 

hath not shed his benign influences, surely it must move one 

compassion, and our prayers will be, "Lord, let thy kingdom come;
\ 

and let grace give birth to the grand event, in the 0^:*

pectation of which all nature seems in pangs’* - Such a birth as 

nations may be born in a day* Genuine Christians know how to 



appreciatethe invaluabieblessings of the Gospel, and 

with rapture anticipate that blessedness of which they 

are expectant. Nor are they content to enjoy the superla

tive felicity alone; they want all the progeny of Adam 

to become the subjects of divine grace, walking with God, 

high in salvation, and climes of bliss. Thus we hear the 

breathings of their pious souls; - "Oh blessed Jesus com

mand. thy Gospel to take the wings of the morning and travel 

with yonder sun. Let it fly upon strong pinions amongst 

every people and nation and language, that when the heat 

scorches, or the cold freezes, thou mayst be known, worshiped 

and adored•”

"It will be recollected by those who consult the scriptures, 

that it has been pleasing to Almighty God to work by means. 

We find when Jesus opened the blind man’s eyes, he used clay 

and spittle. In the conversion of Cornelius and his family, Petal 

was to be sent for, etc. So we may expect in the conversion of 

the Heathen the use of means. Faith, we are told, comes by 

hearing; and how shall they hear without a preacher; and how 

shall they preach except they be sent? Men therefore of like 

passions with ourselves, are commissioned to disseminate this 

message; and the grace conveyed to the world through their 

instrumentality is what at present claims our attention. These 

messengers of geace cannot live on the wind; they must be 

Clothed and fed. They have not the gift of tongues, as in the



days of Pentecost; they must therefore conserve much time 

in acquiring the language of those Heathen to whom they are 

sent. The Scriptures are also to be translated into their 

languages, and this we know cannot be done without expense, 

and to defray this, is one object of Missionary Societies. 

And althrough but trivial sums are expected from individuals, 

yet when the donations from Europe and America are mingled to

gether, it has afforded e^L may yet afford means of doing great 

good, in disseminating the gospel amongst these poor ignorant 

Heathen, who are perishing for want of knowledge.

We again repeat our sanguine expectation that this business 

will be liberally patronized, believed as we do, that it has 

been brought about by the impulse of the Divine Spirit; and that 

he who could raise a tribute by directing Peter to cast a hook 

into the sea, will open the hearts of his people on this occasion. 

And let us see to it,friends, that our mites are cheerfully con

tributed, and from proper principles, so that should we have to 

answer, it might be like Peter: "Lord, thou knowest all things; 

thou knowest that we love thee; and that we of a willing heart 

contribute a little out of the abundance thou hast given us." 

And like the evangelical Isaiah, let us pray for the prosperity 

of Zion, that her righteousness may go forth as brightness, and 

her salvation as a lamp that burneth. In this business every one 

may become a preachr/of God. The widows mite will not be overlooked. 

Ithosoever, therefore, that has awilling mind and zealous concern 

for the spread of the gospel, no matter in what connection or de® 
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iiominatiOH he may be found has a right and title to the 

character and privileges of members in this Society.

We know that the devout mind will not view this subject with 

a superficial or indifferent eye; but will contemplate with delight 

that paternal goodness which is daily dispersing a profusion of 

blessings to innumerable multitudes of his creatures, and with 

holy transport, invoking the Divine aid, that the Gospel light 

which Christians enjoy may illuminate and cheer all the ends 

of the earth; that the east may redden with its rising radiance, 

and the west be gilded with Its streaming splendors, while the 

frigid regions of the north may be wanned by its genial heat, 

and the southern tracts to glow with its holy fires. As to 

those who have made no profession of religion at all, we doubt 

not, but many of their hearts are demising liberal whys. Alas, 

what sums are daily thrown away at parties, balls, cards and 

billiards; by the intemperate, licentious, and profane. And can 

so good, so h^mana an Institution as a Missionary Society solicit in 

vain the aid of generous and worthy men? ImpossibleI In sup** 

porting Missionary Societies we may act in faith, give evidence of 

grace, soothe the wretched condition of the heathen, strengthen the 

best feelings of our own hearts, and secure the blessing of a 

Munificent Providence upon our substances.”

Ihe spirit of the people was thoroughly aroused. Contributions 

wore liberally made. Several papers were read showing appropriations 

to Indian missions, and especially the mission under McCoy, among 
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to Home Missions, and to the Boston Board of Foreign Missions* 

Nor did this Society alone engage in this work. The Concord 

Association and probably other associations were for a short 

time, active participators. In the minutes of the Concord 

Association for 1815, we find the following:

"A circular letter was received from Elder Luther Rice, 

Agent of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions for the United 

States, and referred to the Committee of arrangements. On Monday, 

the committee made its report and the subjecto of the circular 

address from Luther Rice was taken up, when a lengthy discussion
7

took place, in which many of the brethren participated. It was 

finally agreed that a Secretary be appointed by the Association 

for the purpose of corresponding with the Board of Feseign Missions 

until the next session of the Association. Brother R. 0. Foster 

was appointed to this work."

Referring to the society of which we have spoken, Mr. John 

Bond says in one of his publications:

"About this time, many of the brethren, not as an 
!

Association, but as individuals, formed themselves into a 

constitution, into a Missionary Society, auxiliary to the 
ForeignBaptist Board of^Missions. They appointed Elder John Wiseman, 

and Cantrell Bethel their missionaries. Elder Jeremiah Burns 

their General Agent, to visit the churches, explain the object, 

and solicit collections when he thought proper. This was done, 

and he Omitted to the Board at one time $100.00. Another re

mittance was afterwards made, but the amount I do not remember.
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The brethren appointed as missionaries, made one tour out South, as 

far as HuntStille, Alabama.”

The minutes of the Association for 1816, contain this 

record:

”0n motion a letter from Dr. Staughton, Secretary of the 

Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, addressed to the Corresponding 

Secretary of this Association was read, whereupon a long, and 

animated discussion took place, in which many of the brethren took 

an active part. It was finally resolved that the missionary 

business, as laid before the Association last year, be withdrawn, 

and the Corresponding Secretary be discontinued.” Mr. Bond adds:

"The following explanation is in point; - At this time Elder 

Parker had become very popular in the churches, and was admired 

by a great many. He told the Association, in plain terms, that 

if they did not drop the correspondence, and cease their Missionary 

operations, he would burst the Association. They knowing his 

influence and shrewdness, and fearing a disruption, passed the 

above resolution. The brethren who had formed themselves (and 

the most of the old brethren had) into a Missionary Society, 

auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, met the 

next year, and formally dissolved their connection.”

In the minutes of the session for 1817, is this record: 

"Elder Robt. Hart from Virginia, and Luther Rice from 

Burmah were invited and took seats. Rice, as Agent for the 

Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, came forward and laid some 

copies of their third report on the table. Churches who wanted



mreceived them, and at his request Brother R. C. Foster was 

directed to transmit a copy of the minutes of the Association 

to the Board. Hart, Rice, and Bums were requested to preach 

on Lord's day. At the close of Rice's sermon (According to a 

resolution passed on Saturday) a collection was taken up for 

Foreign Missions.” Again, Mr. Bond adds:

"I do not recollect the amount, but I think it was a 

fair one for the times. Some of the brethren asked Elder 

Parker if he had contributed any thing. His reply was - 

'No; he had no counterfeit half-dollars; if he had he 

would have thrown in, but as he had none, he would not 

throw away good money for such an object.*

In the minutes of the session for 1822, it is said:

"A circular letter from the Board of Managers of the 

General Convention of the Baptist denomination in the 

United States, for Foreign Missions, etc., was read, and 

Brother R. L. Foster was requested to forward to the 

Secretary of said Board a copy of our minutes."

And in the session of 1823, just ten years before the organi

zation of the Tennessee Baptist State Convention for missionary 

purposes:

"A letter was received from the Board of Foreign Missions, 

and answered by this resolution:

"Resolved, That we hail with joy and gratitude the cheer

ing news of the proppeftjy of the Redeemer's kingdom among 

the brethren, and that Brother Foster forward a copy of our 



minutes to Elder Rice, Agent for Foreign Missions."

After this we hear nothing more of Missions, Foreign or 

Domestic, in the Concord Association* We have seen how some 

years afterwards it aeted upon that subject. The missionary 

spirit and action, in Tennessee, was ultimately destroyed by 

three influences. The first was the unceasing attack of those 

who were guided by such men as Daniel Parker; the second was 

the assaults of Mr. Campbell, who was then regarded as a Baptist, 

and who had the profound respect of our people here; and the 

third was the withdrawal from neglect of the superintendance 

of the Foreign Mission Board of the Triennial Convention. The 

work then ceased, and the cause slept until the meeting now in 

session.

At the close of Dr. Howell’s speech, the resolution was 

unanimously adopted; the old constitution was reInaugurated; of

ficers were appointed; and the society recommended a vigorous 

career; which it continued, first alone, and then afterwards as 

a department of the General Association of Tennessee, until it was 

again destroyed by the explosion of that body in October 1858, 

of which we shall give an account in due time.

These several organizations * the State Convention, with its 

corps of missionaries; the Education Society, with its University, 

and various others schools; the Publication Society with its Sunday 

schools, its books, and its colporteurs, the Bible Society, holding 

forth the word of God, the Foreign Mission Society, aiding missions 

in surrounding statds, among the Indians, and in Asia, Africa, and 



Europe, had taken veryystrong hold upon the hearts of all the 

enlightened and intelligent people in our churches. They had 

gained great popularity, and it was evident that by the ordi

nary methods, heretofore employed, they could not be put down. 

A natural result of this state of things was to call out a large 

number of ministers and members in our churches, of a peculiar 

class, which are always found under like circumstances* They are 

never very firmly on the unpopular side of any question. These 

brothers were at first certain that nothing effectual could be 
(Popularity 

done, and inasmuch as these organizations would surely disturb, and(of Missions 

divide our churches they denounced them as sohismatioal, and sinful.

They then acted heartily with the opposers, who denounced all these 

combinations, as anti-scriptural, and as so many impious attempts 

to help God to do his own work. Afterwards these men were warmly 

in favor of the object, but could not aid because the forms of or

ganization were all wrong. The thing was right, but the mode of 

doing it they could never approve. At this point it was thought 

best by some of the members of the Convention to meet them and if 

possible, to make such concessions, without injury to the cause, as 

to conciliate them, and gain their co-operation. Subsequent ex

perience has proved that an element was thus introduced, which 

disturbed our counsels; weakened and embarrassed our action, and 

led finally to the utter destruction of the cause. At that time, 

however, no such results were anticipated, and the movement was 

inaugurated by Mr. John Bond, a leader of the class of men 

above described. During the session of the Concord Association,



held at Rutherford Creek, Maury County, September 5-7, 1840,c 

the following resolutions were offered by Mr. Bond, and adopted 

by the Association:

J. Resolved, That this Association recommend to the churches 

and associations of Tennessee, to take into consideration the 

propriety of calling a convention of delegates for the purpose 

of forming a General Association, the object of which may bd 

the improvement of the ministry, and the supplying the desti- 

tute with the preached gospel.

2. Resolved, That the churches and associations with which 

we correspond be and they are hereby requested to favor us at 

our next annual meeting, with an expression of their views on 

the subject.

3. Resolved.That a copy of these resolutions be appended 

to the letters of this body to the several associations with 

which we have intercourse, and that they be requested to lay 

them before the churches, and the bodies with which thpy cor

respond.

At the meeting of the Concord Association, held at Little 

idar Lick, Wilson County, the next year, September 6-7-8, 1841, 

> find the following record:

The subject of the General Assocation was then taken up 

and having at our last annual meeting submitted to the churches 

of this body the question whether it is proper to call a con

vention of the churches and unite sister associations to form 

a General Association upon principles suggested and having re- 



oeivad an unanimous expression of approbation from them 

all, therefore,

Resolved, That we appoint such a meeting to take place 

Antioch, Davidson County, Tennessee, Eriday before the 

second Sunday in May, 1842, to frame a constitution to be 

submitted to the churches*

Resolved, further, That we invite all the churches and 

associations to unite with us in this measure and to send 

messengers accordingly, and that this announcement and in** 

vitation be published in the Banner and Pioneer.

This measure was carried into effect and at the appointed 

time a large number of messengers were present at Antioch from 

both the United and Separate churches, and associations. The 

convention was organized by appointing an equal number of officers 

from each denomination. The president, Mr. John Rushing, was a 

Separate Baptist* A constitution was then adopted, which as 

afterwards amended is as follows;

Article 1* This body shall be called The Baptist General 

Association of Tennessee and North Alabama*

Article 2* The object of this association shall be; first, 

to aid by appropriate and scriptural means, the feeble and 

destitute churches within the bounds of this Association, and 

to supply as far as its means will allow, destitute regions 

with missionary labor; second, To aid as far as possible by the 

best devised plans in giving the unAdhlterated word word of 

life and the living preacher to the destitute in our own and 

foreign lands; third. To supply our people and the coammity 



at large with such books as shall be approved by 

this body, and as may be thought best calculated to 

communicate information as to the distinctive doctrines 

and ordinances of the gospel of Christ as received by 

our denomination*

Article 3* Any association or church paying five dol

lars into the treasury of the General Association shall be 

entitled to one delegate, and an additional delegate t&e 

every additional five dollars; or any one paying five dol- (Organization 
(of the 

lars shall be entitled to sit himself in this body, or ap- (General
(Association 

point a delegate, provided, that no one shall be eligible

to membership in the General Association who is not a 

member in good standing of some orthodox Baptist church.

Article 4, These delegates when so convened in General 

Association shall in no case interfere with the internal 

regulations of the associations or churches, nor pursue any 

other object than those specified in the second article.

Article 5, The officers of this association shall be, 

a Moderator, and one additional Moderator, a Clerk, a Cor

responding Secretary and one a Treasurer, who shill be members 

of the Executive Board of the General Association, and elected 

at the regular annual meetings.

Article 6, The General Association shall annually appoint 

five Executive Boardsto transact all business during its re

cess; one to be called the State Mission Board of the General 

Association; one the Foreign Mission Board; one the Education



Board, one the Publication and Sunday School Board, and 

one the Bible Board, to be located at such places as 

the association shall direct.

Article 7, Each Board shall have entire jurisdiction 

over the department committed to its charge, elect its own 

officers, keep a record of its proceedings, and present 

through its Corresponding Secretary, annual reports of all 

its doings at the regular meeting of the General Association.

Article 8. No church, association, or individual, rep

resented in this body, shall be regarded as co-operating in any 

design unless desirous of so doing other than that expressed 

in the first clause of the second article of the Constitution.

Article 9. The General Association shall hold annual meetings 

at such times and places as it shall direct.

Article 10« Any amendments may be made to this constitution, 

at any regular meeting, by the concurrence of two thirds of 

the members present.

The Baptist State Convention, the Education Society, the Pub

lication and Sunday School Society, the Bible Society and the 

Foreign Mission Society, were all consolidated, and merged into the 

General Assocation under the above constitution. They were there

fore formally dissolved and all their interests and effects trans

ferred to that body, ^his, as has before been intimated, proved to 

be an unfortunate movement for several reasons. The auxiliaries 

in the Eastern and Western Districts of the state were alienated, 

and soon ceased to consider themselves as a part of the General
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Association. They no longer reported, but acted as independent 

coordinate bodies. The counsels and action of the General 

Association were enfeebled by the influx of members who were 

with this body because it was a popular institution. But the 

most unfortunate consideration was in the powers which it 

gradually assumed. We have seen the powers claimed over churches 

and ministers by District Associations. These powers were fixed 

irradieally in the minds of that peculiar class of persons, and were 

transferred tOcthe General Association. They claimed for it also 

jurisdiction over the churches, and ministers, and in support of 

its claims referred to the constitution and acts of District Associa

tion. This led in 1858 to its overthrow and total destruction. 

No disaster, however, was foreseen; the skies were clear; the im

pediments seemed to be removed; and the General Association com

menced its career with great popularity and success, and continued 

until its session at Lebanon, in October 23, 1857, when attempting 

to secure supervision over individual churches, it exploded. Recently 

it has reassured a feeble existence.


