
Chapter XIII

•1845 -1850

Return of the Pastor to Virginia

Revivals in theughurqh; its harmony, and efficiency; 

transfer by Dr. Howell of his paper tc the General Associa

tion; the disposition made cf it; A Baptist Book Store; a 

new Publication Society, chartered by the Legislature; 

incipient measures to originate a Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary; resignation of the pastor, his Farewell Sermon; his 

returato Virginia.

As years passed the church gradually, but with increasing 

papidity gained ground. Early in 1842, a spontaneous revival 

commenced and continued through the whole year. By a spontaneous 

revival is meant one which arises under the use of the ordinary 

means of grace, and without any extra preaching, or other re

vival appliances. They always begin and continue in prayer meetings 

which become crowded, and so deeply affected as to require that 

they be held every night, and in which instructions in detail are 

given, personal conversations had, and special prayer is offered. 

Preaching and other public services are the same as at other times. 

Although intensely excited, the meetings are peculiary still, and 

never continue beyond an hour and a half. With two or three ex

ceptions, this has been the character of all the revivals and they 

have been numerous, that have occurred under the ministry of 

Dr. Howell. Such were those which took place under two pastorships



in Norfolk, Virginia, and in Richmond, Virginia, and such 

have been fhose with which his pastorship has been favored 

in Nashville tip to the present time. The revival now referred 

to resulted in the addition of a hundred and forty members. 

The actual strength of the church was more than doubled 

during this one year.

The paper owned, and with various assistants, edited for 

nearly thirteen years by Dr. Howell, and which had done so much 

to give harmony and vigor to the denomination in Tennessee, was 

now firmly established. It was entirely free from debt and its 

income paid all its accruing expenses. Believing that with 

proper management it might now be made a source of revenue, 

which he designed should be devoted exclusively to the purposes 

of the General Association, he determined to make it a donation 

to that body. This design he carried into effect at Its meeting 

held at Enon, in Rutherford County, October 1846. The donation 

was gratefully accepted, and It was placed in the hands of its 

Board of Education. The disposition made of it will be seen by the 

following contract:

Nashville, Nov. 16, 1846.

’’Know all men by these presents, that whereas the Baptist 

Education Society of Tennessee, having established a religious 

newspaper in Nashville, called The Baptist; and whereas the said 

Society has seen fit to commit the conduct!^thereof to a special 

committee, with full powers to dispose of said paper as to them 

may seem wise, and prudent; and whereas it appears most palpable 



to said committee, that in order to secure the prosperity of said 

paper,it is absolutely necessary to secure the services of an 

assistant editor, and to renumerate said assistant editor, it 

is necessary to commit the publication and management of said 

paper, to individual enterprise, be it therefore known that 

said committee, consisting of 0. H* Winston, I. H. Shepard, 

and S. M. Scott, of Nashville, Tennessee, and G. D. Cresthwaite 
one 

and I. D, Bell at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on the/part and J. R. 

Graves and A. B. Shankland of the other part have this day (The News- 
(paper 

entered into the following agreement, to wit:

"First.iThe aforesaid committee transfer from this date 

the publication of The Baptist, with all the dues and liabilities 

which can of right attach to them, or the Education Society, to 

Reverend J. R. Graves, and A. B* Shankland of Nashville, Tennessee.

Secondly, The proprietorship of The Baptist, which con

sists in an ownership of the subscription list, as it now is, shall 

be retained in the Education Society.

Third, The Baptist shall be edited by R. B. 0. Howell, D.D., 

and Reverend T. R. Graves, assistant (provided that, if Dr. Howell 

shall decline the editorship, that the said Graves and Shankland, may 

supply his plAce, by and with the consent of the aforesaid committee) 

and the aforesaid Graves and Sharidland, shall give their attention (Transfer 
(of the 

in such manner as most effectually to extend the circulation of said (paper 

paper.

Fourth, The said Graves and Shankland shall in no ease trans

fer the editorship, or remove the paper from Nashville, nor shall the



aforesaid committee do it, without their (theEducation Society’s) 

consent*

Elfth, The Committee aforesaid shall have the right to examine 

and advise in regard to all that is published in The Baptist; and 

nothing of a doubtful or questionable character shall be pub*** 

lished without their consent*

Sixth* The aforesaid Graves and Shankland shall report to the 

committee aforesaid, the condition and circulation of The Baptist 

two days before the annual meeting of the General Association of 

^e Baptistsof Tennessee in each year.

Seventh. No alteration in the size of The Baptist shall be made, 

which shall make it cost the subscriber more than two dollars per 

copy, without the consent of the committee, nor shall the form 

be altered without their consent*

Eighth, These articles shall be binding upon the parties herein 
/

mentioned, so long as the aforesaid Graves and Shankland shall 

faithfully carry out the intentions of this instrument. When, 

however, the aforesaid Graves and Shankland shall abandon this en

terprise, or the aforesaid Graves shall cease his labors as assist

ant editor, then the aforesaid Graves and Shankland shall deliver 

over the subscription list of The Baptist to the committee afore

said, or their successors in office, provided that the aforesaid 

Graves and Shankland shall receive a fair compensation from the 

Education Society of Tennessee, for all the subscribers obtained 

from this date,

Charles H* Winslow, Chairman 

T* R. Graves

A* B* Shankland



One object had in view in connection with the disposition 

of the paper was to connect it with an enlargement of the 

Depository ao as to secure a Baptist Book Store in Nashville 

upon an ample scale. To originate, and carry forward such 

a book store, Messrs. Graves and Shankland had entered into 
a business po-partnership. It was believ^that sustained by 

the pecuniary assistance of the wealthy members of the church; 

with The Baptist as an advertising medium, and with the warm 

co-operation of the brethren throughout the country already (Book De- 

secured; ths whole enterprise could not fail of triumphant 

success. These gentlemen took possession of the paper; they 

established and opened the Boohstore, and all the books in the 

Depository were transferred to them at the original cost prices.

At the instance, and by the procurement of this business, 

another Publication Society was now established, with a capital (Bookstore 

of ten thousand dollars owned by the subscribers to the fund, as 

stockholders, the object of which was profeaadd^yt to enable this 

House to publish such tracts and small books of a denominational 

character, as might be thought useful to our people« This Society 

was chartered by the Legislature, and the law of its incorporation 

prescribed that it should be managed by Directors, and should pub

lish such works only as should be previously examined and approved 

by the Publication Board of the General Association. The law itself 

may be seen in the Acts of the Tennessee Legislature of that date. 

It is not here inserted because of its prolixity and because a simple 

statement of its provisions is sufficient for our purpose. How this 

Publication Society and Bookstore, the paper, and even the General



Association itself, were afterward subsidised and perverted 

by these men to party and selfish designs, turned against 

the church, used fldr schismatical purposes, and through a 

violent and protracted conflict to overthrow and destroy the 

church, are facts which belong to a subsequent period in this

Memorial* They will at a proper time receive full attention. (BaMffit 

It would not be proper to omit here a brief reference to the CSS 

fact that the incipient measures which ultimately resulted in the 

organization of a Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, which at 

the beginning of the War was proceeding under admirable auspices at 

Greenville, South Carolina, had their origin in the First Baptist 

in Nashville.

The anhnal meeting of the American Baptist Indian Mission 

Association which commenced October 28, 1847, was held in this church. 

The following extracts are made from the minutes of a collateral 

meeting then held: -

"Dr. Howell, the pastor of the church, at the close of the 

introductory sermon, requested that the messengers of the 

churches to the Indian Mission Association, and other brethren 

present, as many as felt disposed, would remain for consultation 

on a very important subject. The congregation became seated; 

were organized as a convention; and about one hundred and fifty 

brethren were ^©®f»©*be present, over forty of whom were 

ministers representing eight of the States; and two of the
/?sj

Indian nations. The object of the meeting was explained by

Dr. Howell, a Theological Seminary, located in a central po- 
to 

sition, and in every respect thoroughly prepared to impart/its 



pupils a full and perfect knowledge of the word of God.,, and 

of all the departments of learning necessary to its correct 

interpretation, and the effectual discharge of the pastoral 

office, was he said, exceedingly desirable, if not absolutely 

necessary, to meet the wants of the South, and especially the 

Southwest. Be also urged that this subject in all its bearings 

and relations, be laid before our brethren and friends through** 

out the country, and if they concur with us in opinion, that 

the proper measures be taken without delay to originate such an 

institution, and to put it into full operation. On this propo

sition, the meeting was successively addressed by brethren P. L. 

Gayle of Mephis; J. B. Taylor of Richmond, Virginia; T. L. Waller 

of Louisville, Kentucky; R. Holman of Marion, Alabama; T, W. Haynes 

of Charleston, South Carolina, and S. Dyer of Louisville, Kentucky; 

all warmly concurring in the proposed measure. A committee was ap

pointed to report at a subsequent sitting of the Convention.

Dr. Howell, the chairman, prepared, and was instructed by the com- 

mitteeto submit, the following report:

"Your committee to whom was referredthe proposition to 

originate and put into full operation, "a Theological Seminary 

for the whole South, located in a central position, and in every 

respect, thoroughly prepared to impart to its pupils a complete 

and perfect knowledge of the word of God, and of all those de

partments of learning necessary to its correct exposition, and to 

the effectual discharge of the pastoral office," have given to that 

subject their most anxious and prayerful consideration, and by 

permission do report as follows:

"It is their unanimous opinionvdshat such an institution 
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5to the continued advancement and prosperity of our 

churches is absolutely necessary* This fact appears to 

us obvious, and we think, must be equally apparent to 

all who will for a moment consider the relations through

out this vast region, embracing fourteen states which 

our ministry and churches bear to the people at large, 

to other denominations, and to the truth itself. We 

do not hold that these relations require all our min

isters to be thoroughly educated. Large tracts of our 

county are at present, and must remain for many years 

to come, sparsely populated. The people generally have 

been able to avail themselves of few advantages for literary 
/

or scientific cultivation. They are plain and unpretending 

and need not instructors who are able to grapple with the 

technicalities of science and philosophy. Throughout all 

these regions are scattered multitudes of our churches, and 

destitute neighborhoods everywhere abound. To be eminently 

useful in all those places, and to such communities, our 

ministers gain little by having been classically trained, or 

even having read theology regularly. The penteaaiyrv and in

dispensable qualifications of every one who preaches the 

Gospel, is the possession, personally, of the love of Jesus 

Christ shed abroad in his heart, of genuine experimental 

religion deeply fixed in the soul. To this must be added 

vigorous common sense, aptness to teach, ardent love for 

souls, readiness to labor and make sacrifices for their 

salvation, and a correct knowledge, with ability to com-



municate it, of the doctrines and duties of the word of
God^r5 Thus endowed, it is not, for the fihld we are now

considering, improper to invest brethren with the sacred 

office. Most of our fathers enjoyed, and many of our devoted 

and successful contemporaries now possess few attainments 

beyond those enumerated; nor would they on this account have / 
been prepared for much more usefulness, acceptableness, or 

success in their work. Thousand of our churches are as much 

profited by the instructions and admonitions of pastors of this 

description, as they would be by those of the SUXd, the Carevs* 

and the Halls of our Israel. Nor is learning a strong conservator 
secure

of orthodoxy in doctrine. It does indeed little to ssss, or to 

perpetuate it. The strongestpossible guaranty to correctness in 

principles, to fidelity and to efficiency in the ministry is found 

in the pure influences of the Spirit of our Lord, pervading and saneti 

fying all the powers of the mind. Without this, learning, of whatever 

character^is comparatively worthless. In these facts, we have 

reason for the sincerest rejoicing, since were they otherwise, it 

would, without a miracle be impossible for a century to come, to 

supply a competent number of pastors to the churches scattered 

throughout every valley and upon all the hills of our broad land.

Do these considerations however prove, that none of our min

isters need ^©t to be educated in the manner suggested? That such 

learning as your proposition contemplates is unnecessary, and con- 

sequently to secure it, such a Seminary as we have described would 

be useless? Very far from it. No man, under any circumstances can 

be too richly endowed with the religion of Christ, or the knowledge
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of his most holy Word.

The natural tendency of the human mind is to ignorance. Without 

appropriate institutions, how can this inclination be counteracted? 

Especially, how can we elevate throughout our ranks to a high 

point, and which it is our duty to do as speedily as possible, the 
standard of ministerial attainments? We must have wuch an in

stitution to cultivate a spirit of research and investigation 

and to supply such places as those in which only learned men can 

succeed. Times are changing and society everywhere is rapidly 

progressing. Our ministry has not at every point kept pace with 

it. It is not uncommon, especially in the Southwest to find the 

laity in advance, intellectually of the clergy. The results need 

not to be described. They are melancholy in the extreme. Cities, 

towns, and populous country places cannot now be supplied with Baptist 

pastors to any desirable extent, because it is impossible to find 

a sufficient number of men, whose services can be commanded, competent 

in every respect to do the work. The exigencies of the cause demand 

at this momaht for the South, more than a thousand thoroughly trained 

clergymen. Where are they? And shall we do nothing, or almost nothing, 

to secure them? And what is to be done?

Let another consideration on this part of the subject have its 

proper influence, upon our minds. One fourth at least of all the 

people in the South, are, it is believed, under Baptist influence. 

All these multiplied thousands look, of course, to us, for a supply 

of the means of grace; for religious instruction and guidance® Our 

responsibility on this behalf to them, and to our Ged, is fearful. 

We say nothing now of our obligations to bring forward our 



at least, of the men who are to go to other and heathen lands, 

as preachers of the word of Ged* How can we render up the account 

we must one day give before his bar, if we fail to do everything 

in our power to discharge the solemnduty thus providentially 

imposed upon us? We cannot evade it* We cannot turn it aside* 

It must be met and discharged. But what are our preparations 

for this end? Where are the ministers for the work? The time 

has come when we can no longer leanupon the North and Bast* 

Where are we to look for them? They must be raised up among 

ourselves; the churches must be more assidious to look out, 

and encourage those whose duty it may be to devote themselves 

to the sacred office; and while our prayers are constantly ad

dressed to the Lord of the Harvests to send forth more laborers 

into the harvest, we are obliged to provide those facilities 

which our heavenly Father is pleased to employ, as the means of 

qualifying such as ought to pursue a regular course of study 

for the great work to which he has called them in his grace* 

The relations which one ministers and churches bear to the gospel 

at large, in the South, evidently demand therefore such an in

stitution as it is new proposed to bring into existence. Our 

relations to other denominations also demand, and with equal im

perativeness such an institution.

A thorough classical and theological training is made essential 

by several of the denominations in the South, to all those ad

mitted by them to the sacred office* The others, although they do 

not formally require the attainments, are in practice rapidly ap

proaching the same point. Is it proper that we shall permit our 



ministry to be inferior in any respect, to any of the other 

churches? Can we do our duty and suffer such a condition of 

things to exist? Can we acquire and retain our legitimate share 

of influence over the public mind? Will the truths advocated 

by us command the reverence necessary to insure obedience and 

faith? Will not our more learned and eloquent neighbors Stead 

those who would otherwise look to us for instruction, away from 

our folds into error and injuries? Will it in the nature of 
things, and without the almost miraculous interp/^^^ of

A 
heaven be possible for us to present such mortifying consequences? 

Do all these considerations prove nothing?

Our ministry must not be Inferior in learning, as we trust they 

are not, and never will be, in true heart-felt religion, to that 

of any of the sects that surround us* Ihe policy would be dis

astrous if we considered them as rivals, and equally so, looking 

upon them as we certainly do and rejoice to do, as far as they 

are evangelical, as friends and coadjutors in the glorious work 

of salvation. But how, without the facilities which would be sup

plied by such a Seminary as that for which we plead, can one 

brethren be furnished with all the knowledge which the successful 

defence and advocacy of Gospel truth, and their station in the 

churches of the Redeemer, so imperatively demand? Our relation 

to other churches require it. So do our relations to the truth 

itself.

Many important truths which need not now be enumerated in 

this report, essential to the beauty and purity of the Gospel, and

most precious in themselves, are held and practiced by us alone and
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by no other churches. We owe it to our Redeemer who revealed 

these truths, and to their practical influence ever the heart 
to

and life of believers, to be able successfully^vindicate them. 

On the other hand even the best of those denominations that 

surround us, and which are evangelical, hold and obstinately 

maintain many errors, serious in their magnitude "and most injurious 

in their effects upon the power of godliness. Others still of 

various characters and numerous sects are soliciting the faith of 

the people to cunningly devised fables, rendered specious by 
their

subtle argument and by imposing XKOK pretentions to antiquity 

and authority. Infidelity also prefers its claims in the most 

seductive forms and comes clothed in the maid of a false but in

genious and plausible philosophy. The advocates of each of 

these forms of error are learned and zealous. We dare not leave 

them to overwhelm unmolested our unsuspicious and confiding popu

lation. %ey must be fairly exposed, and with them the truths of 

God, in all its beauty and glory held up in contrast.

Can our duty in this behalf be done if we are comparatively un

cultivated? The honor and advancement of the truth of God demand 

therefore that a much larger number of our ministers be able at 

will to wield all the powers of the most profound and matured 

learning.

The time has been when all this was less necessary than at 

present. But that period is now passed, and the longer we neglect 

or delay this enterprise, since the continued prosperity and ad

vancement of our churches, a perpetuation of our influence over 

the public mind, and our ability to vindicate, maintain and honor 



the truth of Gdd depend upon it, the more disastrous will it 

be,not to say unwise and criminal.

The question however here eomes up whether our present 

institutions, literary and theological, are not sufficient to 

meet all the wants of our churches. That they might be made to 

do so, is very probable;, but as new conducted and their manage

ment for the future is not likely to be materially changed, their 

incompetency is most obvious.

Literature, the Sciences and Arts have, within the last twenty 

years, occupied much of our attention. Universities and colleges 

and high schools of various grades, under our denominational 

guidance, are multiplying everywhere, most of which give, we be

lieve, high promise of efficiency and usefulness. In these our 

young ministers can successfully prosecute their classical studies. 

But will classical attainments qualify them to preach the Gospel? 

No more than they would do practice law, or medicine. We have known 

many who have passed through our Universities and colleges, with 

honor, without much addition to their ability to hold forth the 

word of God. Important as classical learning is conceded to be, 

in all its bearings and relations, it is of itself insufficient. 

Theological learning must be added. And if either is to be neglected 

it had much better be the former than the latter, since knowledge 

of the Bible, but not of literature, is essential to every one 

who preaches the Gospel of Christ.

We have also our Theological Seminaries in the South. On the 

other side of the mountains we point to several, all in the vicinity, 



each other, and on this side to one, which is on the extreme 

border of our valley northeast which is at present laboring 

under influences which render it to us of no value. Some of 

these Seminaries have able and accomplished faculties, have 

made very considerable progress in the work of theological 

instruction, and already done incalculable good. Until recently 

we have not felt so sensibly the necessity of fostering our own 

Seminaries. We have looked to the North and to the Nast, the 

peculiar dogmas, however, which within a few years past, have 

taken possession of our brethren in those quarters, and the in** 

fluences they exert upon their instructions, especially in 

Divinity and upon their feelings towards us individually, have 

convinced us that we must now rely upon ourselves alone* Nor do we 

approve the course adopted by some of our brethren, both east and 

west of the mountains, who because they do not justify the character 

of our Baptist schools at the north, have patronized Pedobaptist 

schools in the same quarters as if such institutions were not 

exceptionable in the very same respects, and to at least, an equal 

degree. None of them are any longer safe or proper for our young 

ministers*

And now, are our present Theological Seminaries in the South 

adequate to the necessities of the South? They-as at present con** 

ducted most evidently are not. Fer want, doubtless, of a more 

general and proper appreciation of the object and then of con

sultation and co-operation, our energies have been divided, and our 

efforts so scattered that we have accomplished much less than we 



otherwise might have done. We recommend that as a present 

remedy of these evils, all our Seminaries be consolidated into one 

school, since for the time being, one can do incalculably more 

than they all. and is besides, all that is now needed. Cannot 

this be done? The endowments possessed by them all amount, probably 

in the aggregate, to two hundred thousand dollars. This sum, if 

concentrated at a single point, would go far towards placing 

our institution upon high and advantageous grounds. Bight or 

ten of our ablest, most learned, and most accomplished brethren 

are now engaged as professors in these several schools. Let 

them all be brought together in one faculty, and as a corps of 

instructors, they will be unsurpassed. The students in them all 

would make one school tolerably respectable for numbers. And if 

their books were all brought to gether they would constitute a 

promising commencement for a Library. Let this school be located 

not in a corner, but in the most central eligible position. Whatt 

may we suppose would be the result of such a movement? The at

tention of the whole denomination and people would be attracted; 

theological learning would be more correctly appreciated; hundreds 

of young men who do not now aspire to learning at all would earnestly 

seek the advantages it would confer; it would cost the churches 

less than they pay even now; and the benefits would be increased a 

hundred fold. In such circumstances we should occupy a position 

of much greater dignity and command for the truth we advocate 

much more of the rcsepct of the world, and of other denominations.

Is this scheme impracticable? Will the existing institutions 

not consent? If net, then isrespective of them, since such a 



school as this report contemplates is of importance so vital, 

and clearly within our reach, let us originate and endow it, 

and rally firmly and permanently around this our Seminary. 

But they will accede to the wishes of all our churches when 

faully and maturly expressed. Let the appropriate measure 

then be adopted at as early a day as possible, to bring to

gether all other endowments, buildings, libraries, professors, and 

students now existing, into one school, located in seme such 

central position as may be agreed upon by all our churches, in 

the whole South, and we shall at once, with the blessing of God, 

have a Theological Seminary, upon a scale of efficiency and 

usefulness not inferior to any upon the face of the earth. If 

anything shall still be wanting to its oompletenesse, we have 

an ample supply of both men and money, and can fully and speedily 

accomplish all our desires. And when it is determined that an 

additional school is wanted, we shall be prepared to bring it into 

existence and place that also upon a proper footing.

Should the suggestions here submitted be carried into exe

cution, the benefit will we believe, be instantly seen and felt, 

upon the character, union, purity, power and progress of our 

ministry, and of our churches in all parts of our belowd 

country and throughout the whole world.

We therefore propose for your adoption the following reso

lutions :

^Resolved, That to meet the wants of the South, a Theological 

Seminary, located in a central position, and in every respect 

thoroughly prepared to impart to its pupils, anfull and perfect 



knowledge of the word of God, and of all the departments of 

learning necessary to its correct exposition and to the 

effectual discharge of the pastoral office, is absolutely ne

cessary.

Resolved, That the churches in the whole South require at present, 
but one such Seminary; and to secure it, it is imperatively important 

that we direct in this behalf all our energies to our point.

Resolved. That this subject be fully laid before our churches and 

brethren throughout the whole South, in such a manner as if practicable, to 

unite them all in the great work, and to elicit their opinions and 

actions in the premises.

Resolved, That to the brethren from all parts of the South, when 

assembled in Triennial Convention, at Nashville, in May 1849, we 

submit the execution of this great wo^k, and the question as to the 

locality of the proposed Seminary.

Respectfully submitted

R. B. C« Howell, Chairman.

The churches and brethren throughout the entire South were 

interested, and although after a year or two the matter rested 

for a shbrt period, the design in a form not very different from 

that designated in the preceding report, was fully accomplished.

During the auntumn of 1849, Dr. Howell was called to the pastor

ship of the Second Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia. He ac

cepted the call and at the end of t^e year announced his resig

nation of the First Baptist Church in Nashville, Extractsfrom 

hts-^srawell Sermon, deliveredrMpril 14, 1850,will perhaps best 

represeirv^b ^rWmstanees of hiw parttng-with his attached people.
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In that discourse he spoke as follows:

”How full of sadness are the events of this hour! To me, 

how melancoly its scenes; how intensely painful! I had hoped 

never to see it. And yet, since it has been found inevitable, 

it has seemed long in coming. My associations with you have 

been happy. We have lived and labored together, and loved each 

other for many a year. The peculiar bonds which have heretofore 

united us are now to be forever sundered. We meet this morning 

for the last time! The emotions which agitate my heart, I shall (Farewell 
(Sermon 

not attempt to express. The task would be impossible! I behpld 

an assembly endeared to me by a thousand various and tender ties. 
X

Every individual, but twelve, of your whole number, I have my

self with this right hand, received into the church, and welcomed 

to the fellowship of the saints. "Ye have been - ah, how long - 

"my joy and crown." With sleepless vigilance I have watched over 

you, until this solicitude has become a fixed habit. In may in

most heart I love you all. Your interests only have I ever sought 

and not my own; your temporal interests, and your spiritual interests, 

and to gain them have cheerfully borne the most arduous toils and per

plexing anxieties. To this end I have permitted no opportunity to 

escape me unimproved. Rejecting unhesitatingly every happier lot.

I have stood firmly by your side. In your adversity you have had 

my warmest sympathy; in your hours of dark despondency I have 

rallied and cheered you onward; when disease has laid upon you 

the withering hand I have ever been found by your couch of suffer

ing; in your afflictions and distresses my tears have been mingled 

with yours, for your sakes I have often braved annit^giniE in its 



most malignant forms; when pleasure has smiled upon you, 

I have shared your delight, and I have rejoiced in all your 

prosperity. But all this is passed, and I now take my leave. 

I see your faces for the last time upon earth! I have come 

here this morning to exchange with you Christian greetings and 

to bid you an affectionate, a long, a last farewell!

Before however I proceed to perform this most painful duty, 

I beg you will indulge me in some brief reminiscences of the 

past, and earnest admonitions regarding the trials and duties 

that await you in the future. And if in my observations, I may 

seem somewhat more egotistic than usual, I shall rely for pardon \ 
upon that kindness which tn so many other occasions you have 

never failed to extend.

Regarding the past, the briefest possible sketch is all that 

is practicable.

Wen I review its history, I cannot doubt that all my steps, 

as a minister of Christ, have been directed by a wise and over

ruling Providence. On the Atlantic Coast, much was said twenty 

years ago, among the friends of the Redeemer, as to the best method 

of building up the cause in the West. It was believed to be the 

duty of pastors who had been successful there to leave their flocks, 

and to labor in some at least of the many important localities, 

then destitute in this great valley. I was one among the number 

who entertained this opinion, and I stood prepared to act upon it, 

in the spirit of devotion and self-sacrifice, characteristic of 

a true missionary of the cross. Nashville however was not the 



point to which my thoughts were directed. I looked to 

New Orleans, and in case I should not obtain a footing there, 

to st Louis. But God’s designs were different from mine, and he - 

for this I had often prayed - directed my steps. At the moment 

when occupied with these reflections, I received letters from 

brethren in this city, to whom I was there personally unknown, 

and also from Dr. Going, and others from New York, earnestly 

soliciting me to make this the field of my labors. That there 

seemed to be no concert between these writers, was a circumstance 
divine 

that impressed my mind with the conviction that the xbfcme hand 

pointed thither. Subsequently numerous other considerations 

occurred to fix my thoughts strongly upon Nashville. With these 

considerations before me, I resolved to visit you, which I did 

in the summer of 1834, and dark as the prospect appeared to many, 

fixed upon your city, as the field of my future labors.

I soon completed my arrangements and returned to my charge 

in Norfolk, Virginia. That church I had aceepted when a schoolboy. 

I was ordained there. There I had labored nearly eight years. 

There I had baptized five hundred and twenty persons. Nearly the 

whole church indeed were my spiritual children. They were united, 

efficient, and gloriously advancing. In opposition to their earnest 

protest, but in compliance with my own convictions of duty to that 

blessed cause to which from my early youth my life had been devoted, 

I resigned my pastorship and with my little family, departed for 

Tennessee. They loved me as you do, and when we gave them the 

parting hand, they mihgled many bitter tears, with their choked 



and but half uttered adieus, I sought not then, I seek not now, 

God knows, reputation, nor ease, nor pecuniary gain, nor any 

other worldly advantage for myself. My sole aim has ever been 

the honor of truth, and the salvation of men. Thus was I thrown 

then a stranger and comparatively unknown to the world, but in 

the vigor and enthusiasm of early life, into your fair and happy 

city.

Shall I state the condition of things in connection with our 

denomination, which I then found in this quarter. The people were 

on general subjects, intelligent, virtuous and benevolent. Your 

city, although at that period, little more than a village, was as 

I believed, and as since been proved, destined to attain high 

consideration, and as a center of action and influence, must con** 

tinue one among the most important in the whole Southwest. But the 

community was everywhere profoundly ignorant both of us and our 

principles; and besides cherised towards us sx the most unreasonable 

and inveterate prejudices. Enemies, open and covert, social and 

sectarian, met us at every point. Our cause was not only in the 

dust, but covered with apprehension. The ground was fully occupied 

by other denominations. We had no meeting house, no congregation 

almost no church. But we were not dismayed. A private room was 

procured at a high annual rent for our meetings, and there in solitude 

and obscurity, gathered around me, a dozen or fifteen effective 

members, in whose bosoms beat noble hearts devoted to the great 

work. Never was there a purer or more exalted little band of 

disciples.



From the tottering and precarious footing thus gained 

in your city, I looked out upon your whole state, and the 

scene filled me with the deepest pain* Not a town or village 

was known to me, if I except Clarksville, in which to be 

found a Baptist Church or pastor. Our ministry where it 

existed was feeble, and the greater portion of it utterly 

opposed to all liberal and benevolent action! Appalling errors 

were also rife everywhere. The cause of Christ in Tennessee 

under these auspices was everywhere rapidly sinking. Those were 

days of darkness and gloom difficult for you now to appreciate. 

We had nothing to sustain us but unwavering confidence in the 

truth of our principles, and strong faith in the promises of 

Almighty God. Such was the prospect before me, and such the 

commencement of my labors in this city and state - the field - 

in which I this day close my toils. We surveyed the ground and 

began the work; but had recourse to no strategy or management. 

We adhered to divinely appointed means only. I preached, prayed, 

exhorted, visited from house to house, and made missionary journey- 

ings, extending a hundred miles around us. More, however than this, 

I saw plainly what was necessary to be done. I therefore originated 

a paper, now the Tennessee Baptist, which was then, and continued 

to be for sometime after the only Baptist paper west of the mountains 

south of the Ohio river. Of this paper, and without fee or reward, 

I was the editor for nearly thirteen years; during a part of which 

time I was assistant editor of one and sometimes two other papers.
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For general purposes, as I found on my arrival, a Domestic 

Organization was already in incipient being. We soon afterwards 

originated in succession, Foreign Missionary!? Bible, Education, 

and Publication Societies. I undertook in addition, myself, to 

write such pamphlets and books as were needed by the people. And 

still more effectually to forward the great design, I have during 

my residence here and up to the present hour carried on a private 

personal correspondence with about a hundred of our leading 

brethren, ministers and laymen, in Tennessee and the Southwest. 

These are the means - and this last, I have not found to be 

the least effective among them tp which we have had resort, 

for building up here the cause of truth and salvation* The 

duties thus voluntarily assumed, I have sought faithfully to 

discharge, without omittingmsmEtMtoe any of my obligations to 

you as your pastor. Pardon my references - I again ask it - 

to these facts concerning myself. I could not on this occasion 

well avoid speaking of them, but I do so, I trust in humility, 

and to the praise and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

But let us turn from these incidents and look for a moment 

at the results. Sixteen years have passed since our labors commenced. 

At first, except in the department of Domestic Missions, I was 

emphatically alone. As time wore away, able coadjutors, in ad

vocacy of the other enterprises, came in slowly one after another. 

Intelligence was disseminated, and the same gradully brightened.

At last our people everywhere were aroused and now they are united 

in every good word and work. They have come up harmoniously in 

one mighty army, "to the help of the Lord, to the help of the

Lord against the mighty.



Already "the wilderness and the solitary places have been 

glad for them and the desert has rejoiced and blossomed as 

the rose." Look around you. You are proud of the Baptist 

name. Our people are active in the diffusion of the Gospel, 

at home, and abroad; they are assuming their share in the 

business of educating the people; your University at Mur

freesboro has a numerous and able faculty; sixty thousand 

dollars towards an endowment, a magnificent edifice and campus; 

and the largest number of pupils of any institution of that class 

in the state; and soon your great Female Seminary will come forth, 

the glory and beauty of your strength. The Publication Society 

has spread and is spreading Baptist literature over the whole 

country as the winds disperse the withered leaves of autumn.

Able churches which are supplied with accomplished pastors 

have sprung up, in nearly all your towns; and your country 

churches have been blessed and multiplied in a most extraordinary 

manner. God has raised up for his cause a noble array of min

isters. They are indeed, nearly all young men, some of the 

talented, devoted, learned and successful body of clergy now 

to be found in Tennessee. Our cause is triumphing gloriously. 

BeholdI what hath God wrought I And to maintain this happy ele

vation and uninterruptedly to advance, all that; with the divine 

blessing is now wanting, is continued union, unwavering ad

herence to truth, humility, spirituality, and faithful and 

laborious zeal; - in a word that you all be, as were the primi

tive disciples, "of one mind and of one heart."

How unspeakably dear to me are all these beloved brethrenl



The churches, their members and their ministers; w I feel 

towards them all as if they were my children. How could it be 

otherwise? They have grown up in my presence, have ever shared 

my anxious solicitude, and been the objects of my daily prayers. 

And besides this, they have all, of every class, always and in 

every place, accorded to me an affection, a confidence, and 

respectful deference, which I must continue to remember with the 

profoundest gratitude. Nor will I conceal the fact, that de

parting from their society and the scenes of their activity 

fills my heart with deep pain. Would to God they were all 

present here this morning, that I might have the melancholy 

satisfaction of taking them by the hand, expressing to them my 

thanks, and uttering my last farewell. This however cannot be. 

I mast them no more until in the presence of the Savior above. 

May the rich blessings of the new and better covenant ever rest 

upon them.

But compare, if you please, this individual church with what 

it was sixteen years ago. I have labored as your pastor during 

all these years, amidst many discouragements and vicissitudes of 

every character; but thanks to our Heavenly Father, our union, 

harmony and love have up to this hour, been as perfect as ever 

falls to any church in this imperfect state. Our progress it is 

true has been slow and painful, but steady and certain, My 

friends in other places, seeing me battling here, as they 

thought hopelessly have wished to withdraw me from Nashville, 

have offered me, in succession, and with ample salaries, almost 

every desirable position in the whole South, and Southwest. My



Heart has swelled with gratitude for their confidence and af

fection, but my answer as you well know, has been to every such 

proposition in substance, that this was my field, that the cause 

of the Redeemer must rise and that God being my helper, I must 

never leave my post, unless removed from it by the hand of death 
/

until I saw this church on a level with the best of any denomination. 

This was my purpose of which I have never lost sight, for a single 

moment, and to gain it have often declared my readiness to labor 

on, and if necessary to die in the conflict. What do I behold this 

day? Thanks be to God, the victory is complete; the purpose fully 

achievedI

During my residence with you, I have received into your numbers, 

seven hundred and ten members, of whom I have baptized three 

hundred and sixty-four. The others have united with us by letters 

from sister churches. I have baptized out of the city twenty-eight, 

mostly at Franklin and Murfreesboro; making an aggregate in 

Tennessee of three hundred and ninety-two. I have assisted in the 

organization of six churchesYou have during my administration, 

licensed and sent out to preach, twenty three young ministers, in the 

ordination of twelve of whom I have borne a part; nor, is it the 

least of my ftoys to look around me, and find the sons of this church, 

ad I do, occupying honorably and successfully many of the most promi- 

ent positions in the Southwest. Permit me here to add that during 

the eight years of my ministry in Norfolk, the only church, but 

this, of which I ever was the pastes, I assisted -in the ordination 

of five ministers and the constitution of four churches. I have 

therefore since I entered the pulpit, baptized nine hundred and 



eleven persons, and officiated in the ordination of seventeen 

ministers, and the constitution of ten churches. The number 

of sermons I have preached is about five thousand.

Your contribution? brethren, to the various benevolent enter

prises of the age have been truly liberal. See this beautiful 

devoted to the service of GodI Ypu have with great ex

pense and labor, at length finished and paid for it. I look upon its 

fair proprotions with esultation. It is an honor to you and to the 

city of Nashville. God grant that it may be the home of your 

children, and your children’s children for many a century. During 

the period of your history now under review, you have sent out with

out any sensible diminuation of our own numbers, these colonies; one to 

form the second church in this city, which lately presented a 

phalanx of one hundred and fo^ty white members; one to form the 

church in Murfreesboro, already among the strongest in our ranks; 

and you have organized your colored members into a mission by them

selves, which has more than a hundred communicants, and assembling 

on each returning Sabbath a congregation not much less mmerouss 

than your own. Thus the little band, which was at first so feeble, 

has already extended itself ihto four families. Still your* aggregate, 

here, all whites, i-s about two hundred and seventy members. And, 

will you pardon me, dear brethren, if I say - it is unquestionably 

true that for its members, this church embraces a larger amount of 

talent, learning, ability, wealth, and influences, than I have 

ever seen in any other church anywhere of any denomination.

Such are the circumstances that surround us and such are the 
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blessings with which we have been distinguished. But surveying 

results simply, can give but a very inadequate conception of 

the ceaseless anxiety and toil which their details have cost 

us. But, in these, I glory. I scorn a life of ease and in

action. If among the multitudes of my brethren ”1 have labored 

more abundantly than they all, yet not .1, but the grace of God, 

which was with me,” can I ever regret it? ImpossibleI My only 

desire is that the Lord may sustain me, "that I may finish my 

course with Joy, and the ministry which I have received to testi

fy the gospel of the grace of God.” All that I proposed when 

I came among you and much more Jehovah, has enabled me to ac

complish. Your numbers are sufficient, your influence in society 

is unsurpassed; your pecuniary ability is ample; your Christian 

love, no cloud, but that of the divine blessing, hangs over you; 

and with constant fidelity and the continued favor of God, you 

can for yourselves and for the cause of Christ, here, accomplish 

all you may'desire. My work is done; and with boundless gratitude 

to my heavenly Father, I can say, this day, I leave this beloved 

church, united, prosperous and happy.

I go, my brethren, to another field, but not now among strangers, 

or to a city where our principles and character, are unknown and 

continued, but I go again to mingle amid the scenes of my child

hood; with dear relatives, and the beloved friends of my early 

days. I return as a bird from its wanderings to the parent nest. 

In that city of dear brethren, warm hearts and strong hands await 

my coming. Joyfully will they welcome my arrival, and they will 



labor by my side, until it shall be my privilege to be called 

to rest on high. But, I go nevertheless, with conflicting 

emotions. I love Tennessee, its rich fields, its sparkling streams, 

its deep, dark forests, its generous people. I love them all. 

This too, is a beautiful city. I love its romantic hills, its 

gEeen cedars, its elegant palaces, and even its dusty streets. 

Above all, I admire its citizens, cultivated, polished, courtly*, 

virtuous, benevolent. Nor will I tear myself from their society 

until I have attempted at least, to give utterance to the feelings 

of gratitude with which their great and uniform kindness has in

spired me. They have of all classes, and of every denomination, 

extended to me their confidence, honored me in various ways, and 

constantly treated me with high consideration. They have, and they 
/ 

are entitled to have my warmest thanks. May the richest blessings 

of God ever rest upon the people of Nashville, and of Tennessee.

One spot, however, is most sacred to my heart; it is the place of 

the dead, where we have laid the mortal remains of "the loved and 

the lost." In your graveyard, near the ashes of some of the best 

friends I ever had, sleep two of my own dear boys. They cannot go 

with us. 4e must leave them there. We visited them two days since 

and poured on® last farewell tears upon their tombs. I now bequeath 

the hallowed spot where they repose to your keeping. Beloved brethren, 

may I ask, since wheh I am gone, that you will at least, not allow 

the two broken pillars that stand there, to be overthorwn or de

stroyed. Nor your kindness in this behalf, you shall be repaid 

with our warmest gratitude.



In one respect, I know that I have acted unwisely. Ever too 

easy to be led by my affections and earnestly desiring perma

nency of place. I for a season fondly imagined that I should 

spend my days in your sunny city. Guided by this desire, I in

vested in property, all the little patrimony of which I was 

possessed, and which now to a great extent, has been, and must 

be sacrificed. I forgot for the moment - and this loss is a 

part of the penalty, I pay for the error - that as a minister of 

Christ, my life upon earth, must necessarily be that of a pilgrim 

and wanderer. But I am digressing, pardon me ; these memories 

will intrude themselves, and it is difficult to restrain their 

expression. But with them and for their cure, come thronging back 

upon me another series of recollections, which I can never forget. 

God forbid that their impressions should ever grow feeble. They 

embrace the many, many acts of kindness and love with which this 

church and congregation have honored me. These have come alike 

from persons who are, as well as those who are not communicants. 

What return, beloved brethren and sisters and friends can I make 

you? I am powerless. I thank you. This is all I can do. In 

the fulness of a grateful heart, I thank you all.

My departure impels me also to another review. This doctrine 

I have preached and the manner in which I have discharged my duties; 

have they been such as God will approve? In regard to them, I 

can fully adopt the language of Paul, on a similar occasion; ”ye 

know that from the first day that I came among you, after what 

manner I have been with you, at all times; serving the Lord with 

all humility of mind, and with many tears and temptations; and



I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have 

shewed you, and have taught you publicly and from house to 

house, testifying to all repentance towards God, and faith 

towards our Lord Jesus Ohrist. And "I take you to record this 

day that I am pure from the blood of all men, for I have not 

shunned to declare unto you the whole counsel of God.” "I have 

coveted no man’s wilver or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves 

know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and 

to them that were with me. And I have shewed you all things, 

how that so laboring ye ought to support the weak, and remember 

the words of the Lord Jesus,” how he said ”It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.” ”1 have been with you in weakness, and in 

fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was 

not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of 

the Spirit, and of power; that your faith might not stand in the 

wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” "And now brethren, I 

commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able 

to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all them 

that are sanctified.” "Finally brethren, farewell. Be perfect; 

be of good comfort; be of one mind; live in peace; and the God 

of love and peace shall be with you.”

I now turn from the retrospect and will for a moment direct your 

thoughts to the future.

I fear that I am wearying you, but I beg your indulgence. For 

your happines% prosperity, and honor, I feel an undying anxiety. 

And I am speaking to you for the last time.

Beloved brethren, you cannot expect to escape those temptations



and trials and perplexities, that beset all Christians, and every 

church. To meet them successfully and to perpetuate your present 

happy and advancing conditions, the necessity iq imperative 

that you shall understand, appreciate, and act fully up to the 

demands of the gospel of Christ. The first, and most influential 

of them all, is love. Cherish in your own hearts, and promote 

in the hearts of others, by every possible means, fervent love to 

our Lord Jesus Christ, his cause, and his people. Without this, 

there is no true religion, and can be no true propriety. It is 

the foundation and the life of all holy action. Let not the 

sacred flame therefore, hum low in your bosoms, but maintain 

it ever in its full intensity and brightness.

With love, faith must also be associated; strong, unwavering 

faith. Such a faith is requisite as trusts unhesitatingly in 

Jesus Christ; relies fully upon his word and promises, and fixes 

the eye of the soul immovably upon ’’the things which are unseen 

and eternal.”

For you especially a thorough knowledge and a full appreciation 

of your principles, as Christians and as a church are indespensible. 

With other denominations this may not be ao necessary. Upon such 

topics they may perhaps afford to be ignorant; but Baptists are 

called upon individually to think and to act for themselves. You 

must therefore be intelligent and devoted in all respects.

To love and faith and knowledge, pist be added the union, harmony 

and co-operation of all your members and officers with each other, 

and with your pastor whoever he may be, in all your measures for 



the honor and advancement of the cause of Christ. Every one 

must labor in his own sjihere, with promptness, zeal, and diligence.

Nor must you ever for a moment forget your dependance upon God, 

for every blessing, but in humility and constant prayer and dili

gent obedience, wait upon him, and the clew of his favor will be 

upon you. Brethren, I charge you, individually, and collectively, 

before God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 

and the dead, at his appearing and his kingdom; be faithful in 

all things, and faithful unto death.

I admonish and exhort you, on these essential points, with the 

more earnestness, because upon you will devolve peculiar responsibilities. 

Your position and character place you prominently before the people 

throughout your State, and the whole SouithweSt. You must - you 

cannot, if you would, avoid it - "be an example, in word, in con

versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.'* Upon you 

must depend to a great extent the prosperity of all our great de

nominational enterprises in Tennessee; your beloved University;

your Female Seminary and other schools; your Missionary action of every 

kind, and your Publication Society, the right arm of your ^taength ~ 

cherish them all, I entreat you with the utmost diligence. "Exalt 

them, and they shall promote you. Cherish too, with peculiar care, 

your own Sabbath Schools, and cherish and sustain the ably conducted 

Female Institute, now so flourishing, which exists in connection 

with this individual church. Secure at as early a day as practicable, 

by erecting for it a suitable edifice, its permanence, beyond a 



contingency. That you sustain a Male Academy of like char

acter, is also, not less requisite. I urge your attention to 

these general claims with every possible earnestness. They 

embrace obligations numerous, and of unspeakable magnitude. 

Should you carelessly neglect them, or fail to act with vigor 

and efficiency, you would incur the displeasure of God, and 

the condemnation of all good men. But,no, beloved you must 

be faithful to the high trusts which your Savior has committed 

to your hands. Shrink not, hesitate not, boldly occupy your 

posts, and God Almighty be with you, sustain you in your labors, 

and fulfil all your hopes.

I had pleased myself with the anticipation that before my 

departure, I should greet in your midst a pastor of your own 

choice, who would more than fill my place, and that therefore the 

great work to which I have given so many of the best years of 

my life, might at least go on without any interruption. My de

sires in this respect have not been realized. May God our 

heavenly Father direct your efforts and send you a man after 

his own heart, a man of eminent ability and devotion, well 

instructed himself and able to teach you the whole truth, 

evangelical in faith and in manners; not afraid to labor 

and to make sacrifices to promote the cause of the Redeemer; 

a man who shall combine the virtues and polish of a gentleman, 

a scholar, and a man of honor, with unaffected zeal, and the 

consecration of a true minister of the Gospel of Christ. Should

the Great Head of the church favor you with such an under-shepherd, 



I entreat you to love, to honor him, ’’for his work’s sake." 

0 do not - I appeal to you all individually and collectively - 

do not discourage and overwhelm him by carlessness of his wants, 

and neglect of his ministry; but stand firmly by him; pray 

for him, uphold his hands, and give him always your warm 

sympathy and hearty good wishes. A faithful minister has cares 

and anxieties and sorrows which few of any other than his pro

fession can understand. To him I leave already cultivated, and 

white for the harvest, a glorious field; but its occupancy, 

believe me, will call into action all the energies of the most 

exalted powers.

"’Tis not a cause of small import 
The pastors care demands;

But what might fill an angel’s hearts 
And filled a Saviour’s hands.”

But I may not thus detain you. To say all that I desire is 

impossible. I proceed to take my leave.

Eear friends: Some of you yet remains without God, and with

out hope in the world. Many a time have I but thus far, without 

effect, exhorted you to repentance, wept over you; and presented 

Christ as willing and able to save you. I have done my duty. If 

you finally perish, I shall lament your destruction, but it will 

be your own fault. Dear irreligious friends, you will hear ; my 

voice no more. My admonitions are ended. I bid you a final farewell.

Brethren of the Deaconship: Much depends upon you. Your office 

since the whole of the temporalities of the church we placed under 

your care and guidance, is little less responsible l^^hat of the 



pastor himself. While with a minister such as I have de

scribed, you continue faithful,there will be little to fear. 

But relax your fidelity even for a short time, and the re

sults must be disastrous. No church can prosper when deacons 

fail promptly, and at the proper time, to discharge their sacred 

duties. Hitherto you have labored much. I adjure you by your 

love to the Savior, to the souls of men and to the truth of 

God, that you fail not in the office, which amid so many so

lemnities you have taken upon you. Brethren of the Deaconship, 

finally farewell.

To the Choir, and especially to some of its member, I feel 

myself under many obligations. Your encouragement has been 

grateful to me, and inspired me with new energy, in many a dark 

hour. The Lord bestow upon you all the rich rewards of his’ 

grace. Often have we sung together the praises of God upon 

earth. May we together sing his praises in heaven. In this 

pleasing hope, I now bid you farewell.

Brethren and Sisters of the whole church: Most of you are 

young; mere babes in Christ, but do not on this account imagine 

that you can do little for Christ. You are in truth, the hope 

of the church. You are to take the places of those who will 

soon depart to the church triumphant. Commence then, at once, 

your career of usefulness. Be zealous; be constant; be devoted. 

Thus will you not only escape many a temptation and sorrow into 

which you would otherwise fall, but you will also ascend heights



of excellence not by other means to be attained. Seek 

immediate preparation for the glorious position to which 

you are destined,”£n the sacramental host.” Young brethren 

and sisters, farewell.

Some, but alas, how few, who stood by my side sixteen 

years ago, and who have borne with me the burden and heat of the 

day, yet linger among you. Where are the others? They are 

gone to their rewards on hifeh. Their memory is precious to 

me and to you. Those who remain, I beg you will all ever 

cherish and love. Fathers and Mothers in Israel, soon you 

will finish your work, A few more struggles and your victory 

is complete. Today, we part. Farewell, farewell.

Of you; all, I ask one favor; I know that you will grant it. 

Our sanctuary assemblies together, our precious prayer meetings, 

our anxious consultations, are all over; but I beg that you will 

not cease to pray for me. I go to a distant field, but "the 

same Lord over all is ®ich unto all them that call upon Him. 

Absent from each other in the flesh, we shall still be together 

in the spirit.

Though sundered far, by faith we*11 meet 
Around one common Mercy Seat!

And blessed by God, we shall not be forever subject to the pain

ful vicissitudes of this world. Wien our work is done, our toils 

are all over and every sorrow healed, we shall meet again; yes,

we shall meet in heaveh#



There shall we meet again
Meet ne’er to sever;

There shall peach wreathe her chain
Round us forever;

And joys celestial shrill
And bliss each heart shall fille

And fears of parting chill,
Never p no never.

Until then, until we meet on high there to shine 

amid the radiant ranks of Cherubim and Seraphim, be

loved brethren, and sisters and friends, all, all, fare

well, farewell. ’’The Lord bless you; and keep you; the 

Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto 

you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 

peace;" through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. Amen.

The congregation present to hear this discourse - was over

whelming, and the excitement and weeping immeasurably intense. 

It was of the same kind with that which had taken place in 

Norfolk sixteen years before, but on an immensely larger scale. 

The next day Dr. Howell, with his family, departed for Richmond, 

where he arrived safely in due time, and entered upon his 

duties as pastor of the Second Baptist Church in that city.

The following proceedings were unanimously adopted by the 

church:

Yjhereas, our beloved brother R. B. 0. Howell, has tendered 

his resignation of the pastoral office of this church over which 

he has watched with so much assiduity, and so successfully 

amidst difficulty and privation, for the last sixteen years, 

during which time, he has manifested the highest concern and



most anxious solicitude for the members of his flocks, 

whether rich or poor, in sickness or in health, temporally, 

or spiritually; and, whereas we desire upon the present oc

casion to give some small testimonial of the estimation in 

which he is held by us, therefore,

Resolved, That we will part with our beloved brother 

reluctantlyand with feelings of the deepest regret; whilst we 

will cherish his memory as a friend, a Christian companion, and 

an able author, but above all, as a minister of Jesus Christ, 

humble, pious, and an ardent defender of the truth of God.

Resolved, That this church will be the last to forget one, who 

was with it in the days of its infancy, and who greatly led it 

along the slippery paths to youth and vigorous manhood; who 

originated our denominational organ, The Baptist (now the Tennessee 

Baptist^; who gave strength to the Convention of Tennessee, now 

the General Association of Tennessee and North Alabama, who first 

advocated the importance of our denominational schools, Union 

University; who urged the propriety of the Female Institute, The 

Publication Society and denominational book store; and who has 

in various other ways contributed so much to the elevation of 

Baptist principles in the South and West.

Resolved, That while for Dr. Howell’s eminent ability and use

fulness we cemmend him to the Christian kindness of brethren in 

Richmond, and elsewhere, we most heartily pledge to him our 

constant and unwavering devotion to the interests of those in



stitutions, as well as our prayers and supplications, for 

his continued health, success and happiness, in the new 

field whither he is going.

Resolved, That we cannot permit the opportunity to pass, 

without expressing our high regard for his most amiable and 

esteemed family, who are endeared to us by so many social and 

Christian qualities, whose meekness, good order, and probity 

have partly elevated them in the estimation of this whole 

community, and whose many virtues challenge our admiration.

Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to place a copy of 

this preamble and resolutions in the hands of Dr. Howell, and 

that a copy be transmitted to the Second Baptist Church in 

Richmond, Virginia.


