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labors; meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention with this 

church; location here of its Bible Board; rise, and spread of 

LdndmarMw; resignation, and departure!'of

The fifth jpaStor of the^Mrst Baptist Church in Nashville 

was Samuel Baker, LLp). He was unanimously elected to that 
f"

position en the 21st day of April 1850, at a full Meeting of the Pastorship 

church. He accepted the charge and entered upon its duties without 

delay. He preached his inaugural discourse on the second Lord's day 

is^e.

Dr. Baker is’ by birth an Englishman, of the city of London* 

He immigrated to this country while in very early youth; and having 

fixed his mind'upon the ministry as his profession^ he ^studied 

first at the Columbian College, Washington City, and afterwards at 

Shurtliff College, Alton, Illinois, and was upon the close of his 

studies ordained as an evangelist.. He was pastor^ successively of 

several churches in Missourland Kentucky. At the time of his call 

to Nashville, he Was pastor of the church in Hopkinsville, Kentucky* 

Tho«gb comparatively young he had already attained a high reputation 

as an able minister, and a faithful and laborious pastor.



Dr. Baker is a man of superior mental endowments and unusual 

literary and theological learning. His sermons are monuments 

of great ability, and but for defect in utterance,

would command the admiration of all classes of men.

With this church the Southern Baptist Convention held its session 

in May 1851, during which the Bible Board was organized as one of 

its departments, and located in this city. Shis Board was composed 

almost entirely, of course, of brethren of this church. To what 

extent they performed their duty will be seen hereafter.
The pastorship of Dr. Baker was marked by some peeuliar^X^/ 

He took at once© a very high position in the church and out of it, 

with our own denomination, and1 with other denominations, professionally, 

as a Christian, and as a gentleman. The church.notwithstanding .actually 

diminished in numbers under his ministry* During the three years 

and a half of his administration, he baptized but twenty one persons. 

Still the church gained much in power and efficiency. Two causes op

erated to produce this result. A period of pecuniary prosperity 

unprecedented commenced in the city; its business rapidly augmented; 

the value of property of all kinds was more than doublet; the popu

lation multiplied surprisingly; and the young men of the church 

speedily amassed fortunes. Wealth gave them position and influence. 

The additional power thus gained, they happily wielded for the honor, 

and advancement of the cause of Christ. This was one of the causes. 

The other was found in the large number of persons who immigrated 

to the city for business and professional purposes. Among those 

were many brethren of eminent piety, abilities, and wealth, all of 

whom united with the church. This with the church, was therefore};



really a period of very great prosperity*

< Elements however, now began to develop themselves in the 

church which threatened the most disastrous results. These 
be

seemed tp/gathered about Mr. James R. Graves, who a few years 

before had, as we have seen, been made editor of The Baptist, 

and which he now conducted under the name of the Tennessee 

Baptist. Dr. Baker found himself by these influences environed 

by constant and most perplexing annoyances. His labors were? 

undermined, and his purposes often thwarted and turned aside. 

Of this, Mr. Graves who afterwards proved so dire a scourge to 

the church and to the cause of Christ in the whole Southwest, it 

is proper that some account should here be given.

About twenty years ago, the Southwest was deluged with school** 

matters from New England, and from other states North, especially 

New York. It is remarkable fact that very large numbers of these 

very men, having spent years in this quarter, been well paid for 

their services and returned North of the Ohio river, are now again 

here in the armies of our Invaders, generally as officers of various 

grades, and are without doubt, regarded as the most valuable of 
Abolition

the Atalitan soldiers, because they are familiar with the country and 

the people. Among these Mr. Graves came to Nashville in search of 

employment as a teacher, and professing to be an ordained minister 

of the gospel. He was patronized by the brethren and was received 

into the church, on the 13th day of July 1845, upon a letter of dis

mission from some church in Northern Ohio. It was perceived that 

although not regularly, nor thoroughly educated, his literary and 

scientific attainments were very respectable; that without any 



theological knowledge, he was a ready and plausible speaker, 

having however neither elegance, nor even general correctness 

of style or diction; but so much were our people then in need 

of teachers and especially of ministers, that they criticized 

nothing closely; they received him cordially and did all in their 

power to sustain h|m as a teacher, and as a minister to give him 

character and influence. /Bias? was the church betrayed into the 

support of a man whose depravity has seldom been equalled in this 

or any other country. It afterwards appeared that he was a native 

of Vermont, where when very young he joined a Baptist church; that 

before reaching his majority, he set out for the Southwest to seek 

his fortune; that reaching Mount Freedom in Jessamine county, Kentucky, 

he got possession of an Academy, which he taught for a pear or two; 

that during all this period no one suspected him of having any par** 

ticular inclination to religion; that at length a protracted meeting 

was held in that village by Mr. Thomas J. Fisher, well known as a 

Kentucky revivalist; that in the progress of this meeting much 

excitement arose, and many persons manifested anxiety on the subject 

of religion; that among these was Mr. Graves; who stated that he was, 

or had been a member of a Baptist church in Vermont; that upon this 

statement he was by advice of Mr. Fisher, and without any letter of 

dismission, or any inquiry, received into the church at Mount Freedom; 

that he became very active, and efficient in the daily services, and 

thus by his talents and zeal, he so commended himself to the brethren, 

that about the close of the meeting, by a concurrence of the church, 

and the preachers, he was publicly set apart and ordained as a Baptist 
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minister; that soon after this he fell into some disagreements 

with his patrons involving his integrity and about the same 

time became so much disgusted with some of the features as they 

appeared to him of slavery, that he left Kentucky without either 

ministerial credentials, or a letter of dismission, refusing to 

receive such papers from a slave Presbytery, or a slave holding 

church; that from Kentucky he went to Kingsville, Ohio; and that 

from Kingsville, he came to Nashville, bringing with him a letter 

of dismission! At that time however the church here knew nothing 

of his antecedents, and therefore received him warmly and af

fectionately, unsuspicious of any hypocrisy, or covert designs.

At the time of Dr. Baker’s pastorship, Mr. Graves had suc

ceeded in entrenching himself in Nashville very strongly. He had 

obtained possession of the Baptist newspaper, an engine of great 

power, which now that Dr. Howell was out of his way, he could wield 

as he pleased; he had gotten into his hands the funds of the Pub

lication Society, and all the books, and patronage of the Publication 

and Sunday School Board of the General Association of Tennessee; his 

book store had become larger and profitable; by extraordinary in

dustry he had collected from the brethren throughout the country, 

donation^to an amount sufficient to purchase for him a printing 

office and a power press; he had collected other funds under false 

pretences, asserting that the paper when placed in his hands was in 

debt to the amount of five thousand dollars, and which in public

speeches and newspaper articles, he maintained that the denomination 



ought to pay, and to discharge which pretended obligations he 

continued to receive collections for years; and he kept the 

mouths of our leading and wealthy brethren closed against these 

abuses, and to a great extent, against the licenciousness^of his 

paper, by managing to keep their names upon bonds as his 

securities for the payment of large sums of money. The character 

of his paper became monstrous. His attacks upon all other de

nominations, as well as upon that portion of his own that did 

not please him, were furious, so much so that on one occasion 

having defamed a lady of high position in the city, her friends 

inflicted upon him a severe personal chastisement, and on another 

occasion he was prosecuted by a Mr. Tones for libel, of which he 

was convicted and fined several thousand dollars; the payment of 

which, though now wealthy, he evaded by sequestering his property. 

All these things did not of course pass unnoticed. The citizens 

generally had lost all respect for his Christian character; they 

did not regard him as an honest man; and this was equally true of 

the great body of the members of the church in this city wlthhwhhch 

he was connected. His standing in the church may be seen by ref

erence to its proceedings of JUly 13th, 1635. A Mr. B. F. King, 

of Windsor, North Carolina, had written a letter to the church pro

posing several questions in regard to Mr. Graves. A committee was 

appointed to report an answer. The committee did no, and their 

answer was unanimously adopted by the church. The third question of 

Mr. King, and the answer of the church were as follows:

"Question third - Is his standing little better with members 
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his own church (than with your community) so that he 

has not been allowed to occupy the pulpit of the Baptist 

churoh in Nashville?”

"Answer - Brother Graves does not stand well with some 

members of the First Baptist Church of the eity of J 
Nashville, of which he is a member, nor would it be 

agreeable to those members for him to occupy the pulpit, 

whilst on the other hand he has many warm friends in 

the church, and has never been denied the occupancy 

of the pulpit*"

Brother Scovel offered the following resolution, viz;

"Resolved, That it is the sense of this church that it would 

have been well in the answer to the third Interrogatory, 

to Insert after the words, Occupy the pulpit, not on ac

count of any criminality on his part*"

"This resolution gave rise to some discussion, and on 

motion of Brother 0. K. Winston was finally laid upon 

the table."

Such was the character and position of Mr. Graves*

It was during the pastorship of Dr. Baker that Mr. Graves 

prepared and set on foot his new doctrine, known as "The Lan^- 

markism" of which we shall have occasion to see more hereafter. 

Bits doctrine was concocted between him and Mr. J. M. Pendleton, 

before referred to, then of Bowling Green, Kentucky, and was 

believed to have been designed mainly as a refuage in which he 

might in case of danger, shelter himself from harm. This absurd 

theory soon became among certain classes of our people in



Tennessee and contigious states, strangely popular. His next

step was to obtain possession of Union University, ao as to render 

that school subservient to his purposes, and to make it the 

fountain of his new doctrine. In this project he was entirely 

successful. By his procurement, Mr. Pendleton was appointed 

Theological Professor. From that time onward, ”The Landmark” was 

the hobby of all the students, trustees, and professors, except 

Dr. Eaton, the President, and Mr. Graves in this region the great 

Reformer °f the age. He became meantime a most consummate demagogue. 

Every objection against his character and conduct was set down at 

once as hostility to "The Landmark.” He cultivated in his paper, 

and otherwise, the belligerent ofthe already excessive belligerent 

classes in our churches, ministers, and people, and he conciliated 

the more enligthened whom he could approach by extreme personal 

attentions and adulations. He grew gradually insufferably arrogant 

in his manners and bearing.

Dr. Baker did not lend himself to Mr. Graves, or his purposes. 

He was therefore continually to him a Mordecai in the king's gate. 

He did not place himself in opposition to Mr. Graves and the party 

which he had gathered around him; nor did he submit to him, or them; 

but prudently, cautiously, and firmly, he pursued his own convictions 

of truth and duty. Publicly Mr. Graves professed to entertain for 

his pastor the highest respect and affection, while privately, he 

found means to inflict upon him unceasing vexations. He bore all 

thls patiently and labored on, until he was utterly^ out, and 
^edurage^.> Having received a flattering call from a ehurch^in 

Williamsburg, one of the suburbs of the city of New York, he accepted 

the call, resigned his pastorship in Nashville, and
A
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field of labor* His pastorship,having continued three years 

and a half, terminated the 31st day of December. 1853. On his 

departure the following proceedings were unanimously adopted by 

the church: 
<

"Whereas Brother Samuel Baker has voluntarily resigned 

the pastoral care of this church, which he has faithfully oc

cupied for the better part of the last four years, And, 

Whereas, we desire to express our high estimation of his 

private walk and public services, therefore,

Resolved, That by the resignation of Brother Samuel

Baker as pastor of this church, we shall be deprived of the 

services of one of the ablest and most accomplished ministers 

of Jesus Christ.

Resolved, That Brother Baker in his private walk and busi

ness intercourse has taken a high position among our people 

as a Christian and an honorable gentleman and has endeared him

self to this church*

Resolved, That ws dost cordially recommend Brother Baker to 

the brethren and people generally where his lot may be east.as 

a man^ as a thorough and one of the most eloquent

and faithful expounders of the gospel*

Resolved, That we extend to Brother Baker and his amiable 

family renewed assurances of our high esteem, and pray God that 

His richest blessing may constantly descend upon Mem*"

It was ordered that aeopy of the foregoing Resolutions 

should be furnished to Dr. Baker and a copy also handed to the 

Tennessee Baptist for publication.


