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Chapter -XT

1854 -1857

Pastorship of W, H. Bayless

Callof .-Mr. Bayless. to the pastorship; his character, labors, 

and resignation; his removal from the city.

The sixth pastor of the church was W. H. Bayless. He was un

animously elected to that office the 4th of October?1854, and con

tinued to perform its duties until the close of 1856, a little more than 

two years. Practically, however, he was the pastor three years, since 

residing with his family in the city at the time, on the departure of 

Dr. Baker, by solicitation of the church, he occupied the pulpit $0 the 

period of his election to the pastorship.

Mr. Bayless is a native of Georgia. His parents, who were remarkable 

alike for their great wealth and eminent piety and usefulness, resided 

on their plantation on the Savannah river, near Augusta. They were 

members of the church of which the great and good Daniel Marshall was 

pastor. Mr. Bayless was educated at the State University of Georgia, 

where he graduated with honors. He then read law, andmin due time 

was admitted to the bar and commenced the practice of his profession, 

which he continued for more than ten years, and in which he was dis

tinguished for his brilliancy, polish, courteous bearing, and extra

ordinary eloquence. As a man and a gentleman he commanded the highest 

respect of all his associates.
J)

At the time of conversion, Mr. Bayless was residing in Memphis. 
A

He at once abandoned his profession and commenced preaching the gospel.



He was soon called to ordination and thenceforward devoted 

himself exclusively to the ministry. He occupied with great 

success prominent positions, first in Mississippi, then in 

Missouri, then in Arkansas, and then in Louisiana. He was now 

sojourning temporarily with his relatives in the neighborhood 

of Nashville, and here, as elsewhere, his preaching always com** 

manded universal attention. His personal presence is exceedingly 

fine; his elocution is magnificent; his discourses sparkle with 

dazzling brilliancy; his manners in the pulpit and out of it, are 

polished, dignified, simple, and affectionate; and in every 

respect, he is, and has been, greatly admired and beloved.

During the pastorship of Mr. Hayless, the church experienced 
/A

no special reverses, but all the circumstances surrounding it were 

unfavorable to its progress. He baptized twenty-eight persons only 

and the church experienced a net loss of twenty-one members during 

his administration. The Sabbath School however flourished, and 

his congregations were always very large and attentive. He did 

escape the annoyances and vexations that embarrassed the labors 

and led to the resignation of Dr. Baker. The whirlpool of Land

mark! sm was now reaching its full power, and into that yawning 

chasm were swept all the interests of the church. Mr. Bayless 

however, and the great mass of the intelligent members, did not 

embrace this dogma; they were in private circles therefore con

stantly assailed by its authors who resided here; and the results 

were perpetual agitations and heart-burnings. Outside of the city 

and throughout the whole country, the excitement was much more in



tense. Distrusts of each other had taken possession of the 

Mads of ministers generally, and the religious elements por

tended an approaching storm, lir, Graves with his paper and his 

party had obtained possession to a great extent of the public 

mind, and in his determination to rule, had become so insufferably 

belligerent, that one by one nearly all the leading Baptist min

isters in this part of the country had left it. Ten years previous 

to this time, ours was decidedly the ablest ministry possessed by 

any denomination in Middle Tennessee. Now that class of our 

brethren hadx almost all disappeared. Wise and thoughtful brethren 

looked to the future with fearful apprehensions of disaster.

Surveying all these circumstances and tendencies, Mr. Bayless 

arrived at the settled conclusion that he could accomplish nothing 

effective for the church, and therefore determined to retire from 
the pastorship^ He according!^ presented his resignation the 27th of 

August, 185^ The church declined unanimously to accept his resig- 
sr 

nation, and importuned him to continue in its service. He perse

vered in his determination, but consented to remain until the close 

of the year. He than removed from the city,and when the present 

war commenced was pastor of the church in Waco, Texas*


