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Return of Dry to thepastorshlp

Desire of the church for the retiua&jpf Dr. Howell; his long 

hesitation and final acceptance; his farewell Sermon to his 

charge in Richmond; entrance upon his labors in Nashville; the 

prospects before him; incorporation of the church.

The church parted with Dr. Howell in 1850, with the utmost 

reluctance and ever afterwards cherished the most earnest desire 

for his return. On the departure of Dr. Baker, at a meeting held 

the 24th of January, 1854, he was unanimously recalled to the pastor** 
(Return 

ship. This call was transmitted to him signed by the members of (of Dr. 
(Howell 

the church individually, and after their names, by all the principal 

citizens, members of other churches and of nochurch. To this com

munication he responded, warmly thanking the church and the citizens, 

for this kind expression of their continued confidence and regard, 

and stating that such were the happy results of his labors in Richmond 

that he thought it his duty to remain with his church in that city.

On the resignation of Mr. Bayless in 1856, the church again elected 

Dr. Howell the pastor, and again earnestly pressed him to return to 

his old charge. Again he declined the call, expressing at the same 

time the deep interest which he felt in its prosperity and his love 

for its members as his spiritual children. On the 11th day of next 

March the church again met to elect a pastor, and Dr. Howell was again 



unanimously elected. Meantime much correspondence took place 

between him and influential members of the church in which he 

entreated them to desist from their purpose, assuring them that 

much as he loved them all, he did not think it possible that he 

could return to Nashville.

A like correspondence continued after this last call in which 

these brethren appealed to him in every form, and especially rep

resented to him that his place in Richmond might be filled by some 

one else, but that no one but himself could save the church in 

Nashville. He was thus Induced to suspend a final answer to the church 

until after the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, which 

was appointed to be held during the month of May of that year In 

Louisville, Kentucky. He knew that troubles existed in the country, 

respecting the doctrine popularly known as the "Landmark," but he 

supposed them to be slight, and that they would be aasy of adjust
in the Southwest

ment. The real state of things^generally, and in Nashville especially, 

he did not even suspect. Had he been fully informed regarding these 

complications he would have been still more reluctant to entertain 

the proposition of the church. As the case was^however, he had made 

up his mind not to yield to these solicitations. But he desired to 

assist the church In procuring a suitable pastor, and wishing to 

mingle for a few days with his old and loved friends, he took ♦ 

Nashville £n his way home from Louisville. Wile here he preached 

several times to immense congregations. His former associates won 

so effectually upon his heart that before leaving the city, he con

sented to make the required sacrifice, and return to his former charge.



On his arrival in Richmond he resigned his pastorship there; 

disposed of his affairs; took an affectionate leave of his church, 

and with his family arrived in Nashville the 13th of July^lSST. He 

preac hed his Inaugural Sermon on the succeeding Lord’s day.

Bl Richmond Dr. Howell labored with his accustomed diligence. His 

pastoral work was his passion. That he never intermitted. But much 

other duty was there demanded of him. He was a member of the Board 

of Trustees of Richmond College; he was a member of the Board of 

Trustees of Richmond Female Institute; he was a member of the Foreign 

Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention; he was a member of 

the State Mission Board; the Publication and Sunday School Bpard; and 

the Education Board of the General Association of Virginia. The in

terests of none of these did he ever neglect, being always present at 

their meetings, Besides all this he found time^when others slept, or 

enjoyed seasons of relaxation, to write numerous articles for the news

papers and reviews. He also while in Richmond wrote and published 

several books; especially a volume on "The Evils of Infant Baptism;” 

a volume entitled ”The Cross,” a work on "The Covenants;" and another 

on "The Early Baptists of Virginia,” A synopsis of this last was issued 

in Philadelphia in the form of "An Address*' delivered in New York 
before the American Baptist Historical Society* of which he was from 

its organization and up to the commencement of the present war, one 

fid the vice-presidents. His pastoral success there, and the cir

cumstances attendant upon his removal from his charge in that city, 

will perhaps be sufficiently indicated by some extracts from his 

Farewell Semon. In that discourse he said:



'Occupying a field of great importance and it is not im

proper, gratefully to say, with usefulness and honor in the 

Southwest where my labors had been bestowed for sixteen years, 
years

I was, about etght/since induced to entertain a unanimous call 

of this ohuroh to beoome your pastes?. Various considerations 

influenced my decision, to some of which I may here without im

propriety be permitted to allude* Richmond was among the scenes 

of my early youth. In this vicinity I commenced my ministry; in 

Eastern Virginia and Carolina were all my relations, and many of 

my most cherished friends; and I loved Virginia and its people. 

Your church had a name and fame for energy, piety, and liberality, 

which I had been long accustomed warmly to admire. You, and others« 

gave me assurances that it still retained its ancient power and 

character. In the communication of your committee, you wrote me in 

this language: "With a spacious building, a good congregation, and 

a growing city (the church giving a better support to its pastor 

than any other Baptist church in the city) we believe that Richmond 

presents one of the most Interesting fields of labor in the South." 

Your then retiring pastor, Dr. ReynoIdwrote me thus: "For real 

efficiency this is equal to any church of mp acquaintance,' Its 

members are remarkable for kind, mutual feeling, zealous co

operation in everything that concerns the interests of the body, 

and singular devotion to the minister of their choice." "You will 

not find," he added "anywhere a people who will treat you with 

more respectful deference and kindness," They have no notions 

and crochets to keep them from advancing," "I beg you," he eon-
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tinued, "to consider whether there is a city in the entire 

South which equals Richmond in the facilities which it affords, 

to the pastor of h Baptist Church for extreme usefulness. "This 

is the place, and this the church for you.** "I would be extremely 

happy to commit my people into your hands.** A brother of this city, 
0^X44a friend of any youth, and one of the best friends I ever had, wrote 
A

me in this language;"! pray God to to direct your mind that you 

may feel it your duty to come.” **If you do come I have no doubt 

but that your usefulness will be very greatly extended. The 

Second Church, though not wealthy, will always supply handsomely 

all your pecuniary wants. You will, I have no doubt, spend here the 

remainder of your days, for you will be among a working people, who 

will love you, sustain and hold you up, heartily and prayerfully."

v In a letter of a subsequent date, the same beloved brother not a 

member of this church said: - "The Second Church is the most active 

working church in the city. I think you would live as happily with 

them as with any church in Virginia, and that you would find them
I 

always prepared to be guided and led in every benevolent enterprise 

suggested by the pastor for the good of the cause of Christ. Now 

let me beg of you, if possible, give those brethren an affirmative 

answer, and come again among a people that have known you from 

your early entrance into the ministry, who have been, and still are, 

partial to you and who would be to have you live among

them, "i

These are but specimens of many other communications received at 

that time, and from brethren in whose judgment I had undoubting con-



fidence. Such were some of the influences that decided me

to return to Richmond* I yielded and assumed the position which 

at this hour I terminate, pie people of my charge in Nashville 

were dear to my heart. They loved me; if I had then known how

much.I could, perhaps, never have left them kJ When I announced my

departure from them, they wept over me, as if I had been their

father and about to leave them forever. It was too late. I could

not recall the past. I tore myself away, and entered upon the 

duties to which you had called me in this church. My arrival among 

you was marked by every kindness. You received me affectionately.

With my wonted enthusiasm, I began the work assigned me, confident, 

as I had been assured by my friends, that here I should devote to

the blessed cause of my adored Master, the remainder of my life.

My sole aim was, and ever has been, and I think ever will be, the 

glory of God, the honor of divine truth, and the salvation of 

men. I Indulge a brief survey of our labors together, in this church. 

A bare reference to statistics will be gratifying, and will therefore 
' X-
be pardoned. During the period of my residence among you we have 

received into this church 403 members, 205 of whom I have baptized; 

the others were received by letters of dismission from other churches.

At the last session of our Association you reported an aggregate of 

518 members. By comparing these figures tt will bertha t we have received 

wiihin 115 of your whole number. Our average annual aggregate ad

dition has been about 57 members. I have preached about two thousand 

sermons, assisted in the organization of five churches, and the ordi

nation of seven ministers of th® gospel. In other respects I flatter



that my labors here, have not been without good results. I may
u V

point(©xaltingly to the large endowment of Richmond College; to 

the origination and triumphant progress of the Richmond Female 

Institute, and the height Street Church, all of this city. The 

large numbers which still crowd your congregations are the more 

remarkable when it is remembeaffi^how many during this time you have 

sent out to form the new churches that have arisen in Belvidere 
I f

Street, in Leigh Street and in Manchester. Your numbers have not- 

withstanding all these d^nem£aat4-ons, increased from 370 to 518, your 

pew rents have gone up from twelve hundred dollars to two thousand dol

lars, Sand your congregations, not such as are attracted by novelties 

or excitements, and which by similar influences, would be found at 

the theater, or the opera, are thoughtful, permanent and profoundly 

attentive.; Such are some of the facts indicating the blessings with 

which our Heavenly Father has so richly distinguished us. But sur

veying results simply, can give but a very inadequate conception of 

the ceaseless anxiety and toil which the details have cost me* I have 

been hurried from sunrise until midnight aAseut every day in the year, 

and every year that I have been with you, without, as you know, a 

single week’s cessation. The vacations enjoyed by my brother pastors 

I have never/Sought. Uty eagerness to build up this church would admit 

of no relaxation. I have served you faithfully; I leave on this 

score nothing to regret. All that I had hoped when I came among 

you, and even mor©^God has graciously enabled me to accomplish, 

four numbers are sufficient; your influence (if exerted) is re- 

sistless; your pecuniary ability is ample for all reasonable ends;



you are as far as I know perfectly accordant, harmonious, and 

cemented in Christian love. With continued fidelity and the favor 

of God, you can for yourselves and for the cause of Christ here 

accomplish all your desires. My work is done, and with boundless 

gratitude to my Heavenly Eather, I can say this day, I leave 

this great and flourishing church, to me unspeakably dear, united, 

propserous, and happy. I go, beloved brethren, to another field; 

but not among strangers. I go to mingle in familiar scenes, and among 

dear and long loved associates, with whom I have spent sixteen of 

the best years of my life, and who know me more intimately than do 

or can any other people upon earth. In that city warm hearts and 

strong hands await my coming. Joyfully will they welcome my return, 

and they will labor, I trust, by my side, until it shall please God 

to call us to our rest on high* I go nevertheless, with conflicting 

emotions. I love the dear old state of my ancestors, honored Virginia; 

I love all its old familiar scenes; its warm hearted, and generous 

people, I love them all. They have extended to me their confidence; 

they have honored me in various ways; and have constantly treated me 

with high consideration. May the richest blessings of Almighty 

God, aver rest upon this church, upon the citizens of Richmond, 

and upon the people of Virginia

The parting scene between Dr. Howell and his church in Richmond, 

which occurred on the Lord’s day^the 12th of July, was described by 

the city papers of that week as surpassing in overwhelming feeling 

any similar event ever witnessed in that metropolis. We insert g 

brief extract from the Richmond Whig;

BA most affecting-scene occurred in the Sedond Baptist Church 



in this city on the forenoon of last Sunday* Rev. Dr. Howell, 

late pastor, having resigned his charge with a view of return

ing to Nashville, delivered on that morning his farewell dis

course. The congregation was excessively crowded, and singu

larly attentive, and during the progress of the sermon, the 

cheeks of the auditors were bedewed with unbidden tears. Their 

countenances betokened their irrepressible sadness, while 

listening to the pathetic recitals and impressive admonitions 

of a pastor who had so greatly endeared himself to them all.* 

The paper now present a full report of the sermon, and adds: 

’’When the regular services had closed, the choir commenced to sing 

an appropriate voluntary, and Dr. Howell descended to the plat

form in front of the pulpit. There he was met by large numbers 

of members and friends, as many as could conveniently reach him, 

who pressed forward to take him by the hand. Amidst streaming 

tears, mutual benedictions were ejaculated in half uttered 

sentences, choked with sobs. Many of his older friends especially, 

tenderly embraced him, and he and they passionately wept upon 

each other’s shoulders. The whole crowded assembly wept like 

children. This continued for nearly an hour, when slowly and 

sadly, the assembly retired. The scene was immeasurably tender, 

and moving, such as was probably never before witnessed in this 

city.”

Dr. Howell introduced his inaugural discourse in Nashville, 

which was preached on the 19th of July in the following language:

’’The circumstances under which we meet this morning are pe

culiar, and to me, full of the deepest interest, Until very



recently have all unanticipated the events of this day!

Confident were we that our former relations as pastor and 

people would never be renewed. On my visit to you in May 

last, my purpose was not to Accept your pastorship, but to 

assist you in procuring a pastor of suitable character and 

qualifications. Your affectionate entreaties overcame me. 

This hour again unites the ties that formerly so pleasantly 

bound us together. Twenty three years ago, this relation was 

first formed. It then continued sixteen years. The providence 

of God at that time sundered us, and as we supposed forever. 

Seven years and a half have since passed, alas! how rapidly! 

These have been to me years of toil, and care and anxiety, but 

they have been crowned by our Heavenly Father, with eminent 

success. My church in Richmond was, as some of you know, large, 

united, and flourishing. I so left it. They loved me as you 

do. I had there a pleasant and beautiful home for my family. 

My relations with my brethren, in the city and throughout the 

state, ministers and people, were all that the most ambitious 

aspirant could desire. I was happy with my people, and happy 

in my labors, I had determined, firmly, as I supposed, to make 

no change. Providence, has, however, ordered otherwise. All the 

ties which bound me to Virginia and her capitol, at your earnest 

and repeated solicitations, I have no severed. This I have not 

been able to do without much pain and many sacrifices. Deeply 

has my heart been agonized. I feel that I could have done all 

this for no other people than you, who are and ever have been so 

dear to my heart. I am now. again in my old place, surrounded



by the brethren and friends of former years. May the blessing 

of Almighty God, rest riehly upon the renewal of our long 

cherished associations.”

Early in the next year, at the instance of some of its 

members the church was incorporated by the Legislature. The 

proceedings on that subject, and the law of incorporation 

afterwards unanimously accepted by the church are subjoined. 

They are recorded as follows:

"Brethren a, b. Shankland, H. G. Scovel and W. F. Bang 

were appointed a committee to consider the expediency with 

power to apply to the Legislature of Tennessee for an act in

corporating the church under the name and style of the First 

Baptist Church, Nashville.

March 10, 1858.

The Committee appointed to apply to the Legislature for 

an act of incorporation of the Church, reported having at

tended to the duty imposed upon them, and that the charter had 

been obtained.

April 13, 1858.

The act of incorporation passed by the last Legislature 

touching this church was handed in by Brother Shankland, and is 

as follows:

”An act to incorporate the First Baptist Church in the 

city of Nashville.

Section 3rd, Be ite enacted, That the free white male mem



bers of th© First Baptist Church "who hold to th© faith

of said church as laid down, in the Declaration of Faith

unanimously adopted at a full meeting of the Nashville

Baptist Church, held on the evening of the 9th of July, 

Eighteen Hundred and thirty six, which is recorded in the 

Hegister’s Office of Davidson County in Book, No. 4, pages 

256, 257, 258 and 259, and their successors who may hold (Incorporation 
(of the church 

to said faith, be and the same are hereby incorporated by

the name of First Baptist Church of Nashville, and by that name 

may contract, and be contracted with, sue and be sued, plead 

and be impleaded, in all courts of Law or Equity, may buy and 

hold property, both real and personal; or sell the same as

they see fit, such as may be useful and necessary in buildings 

for public worship; Parsonage and School House and other con

veniences for the same and no more^

Section 4th. Be it further enacted, That the said corporation 

shall on the first Wednesday of each and every year meet, of 

which meeting there shall be given at least one week’s public 

notice, either from th© Pulpit of the House of Worship, or other

wise, as they may determine, and elect Trustees to manage the 

affairs of said church as herein after mentioned; said Trustees 

shall hold their office for three years, or until their suc

cessors are elected, and qualified, except as herein after 

mentioned, and shall be elected as follows: “They shall be 

elected by ballot, and shall number nine, of the first nine 

Trustees; three of them shall be elected for one year, three 

for two years, and the remaining for three years, and it shall 
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be determined by ballot which of them for the term of two 

years, and which for the term of one year, and afterwards 

shall be elected each and every one for three years, so 

that there shall be elected three each year.

Section 5th« Be it further enacted, That said Trustees jAhBA 

shall such powers as may be vested in them by said corporation 

at the first or any subsequent meeting, and none other except 

the power of calling a meeting of the corporation at any time 

they think it proper for the interests of the corporation or 

when any five of the corporation, in writing shall request 

them to do so, of which meeting there shall be given general 

notice as provided in section fourth.

Section 6th. Be it further enacted, That said corporation 

may pass any laws and by laws they think proper which are not 

inconsistent with the constitution and laws of Tennessee.

Section 7th. Be it enacted, That the Trustees &o be appointed 

under this act shall have power and authority to receive from 

the existing Trustees, or agents of said Church under its original 

organization the title to any property they now hold belonging 

to the church, and they and their successors shall hold and keep 

the same in trust for the use and benefit of the corporation.

Section 8th. Be it enacted, That the Trustees to be appointed 

shall have power to sell and convey any property, real and per

sonal, provided that any such sale shall require the assent of 

two thirds of the white male members at a meeting upon due notice:

Section 9th, Be it enacted, dhat this act shall take effect 

and be in force from and after its passage.



Daniel T, Benelson. Speaker of the House of Rep,

Jao, 0, Burch, Speaker of the Senate.

Passed March 2nd, 1858,


