
Chapter XIX

1858 - 1859 

New Aasooiational Violence

Assault of the General Association; that body assumes the 

authority of a Court of Appeals; tries, and expels the church; 

assault of an ex parte council of the Concord Association; ap

proval of the faction by the association; general results.

The First Church in Nashville had believed up to this time 

that the General Association would be governed by its Con

stitution, and that the Concord would not violate the solemn 

written compact, upon which, after it had before twice with

drawn, it had for the third time connected itself with that 

body. How egregiously it was mistaken will soon be seen, ^he 

General Association held its session for 1858, in Lebanon, Wilson 

County, and which commenced on the 23rd day of October. At that 

meeting occurred an extraordinary scene. A simple statement was 

transmitted to that body, that the church had appropriated three 

hundred and sixty dollars to the various objects of the Association; 

and it named several messengers entitled to seats upon the payment 

of that sum. The church was entitled according to the constitution 

to fifty-two delegates; it names however only about thirty; and 

anticipating no difficulty, not more than half of these attended 

the meeting. Preliminary to its organization for business this 

communication was delivered to the clenk and read.Immediately 

another communication was delivered claiming to be from the



First Baptist Church in Nashvillel It was from the little 

faction an account of which was in the preceding

chapter. In connection with it, Mr. Dayton read long and 

elaborately prepared papers in proof of its claims, among which 

was their Declaration, before referred to.

The General Association was a mere Missionary Society. 

Aether the above claim was well or ill founded was not a 

question which this body was competent to decide. By its 

Constitution inserted in full, in a previous chapter, it was 

expressly prohibited from the exercise, at anytime, or under 

any circumstances, of any ecclesiastical authority whatever.
(Proceed- 

It had no more right to judge, or to pronounce anything in (ing of the
(General 

relation to the discipline of this church, than any other missionary(Assooia 
(tion.

society. Those who contributed to its funds were while they 

did so members, and when they ceased to contribute, they ceased 

to be members, and any church had a right to contribute or not, 

as it might see proper. This body however, gravely took upon 

itself to inquire into the case, and to decide which was the 

First Baptist Church in Nashville. This question was, strange 

as it may seem, submitted to a committee to decided and report “ 

a committee of a Missionary Society to sit in judgment upon an 

independent church and to acquit or condemn itI

The Committee was appointed. Meantime it was seen that the 

General Association was composed of large numbers of a class 

never before seen in that body. Many were recognized who 

were present in Nashville on the first night of the trial of



Mr. Graves, and who were the authors of the uproar, and 

disorder on that occasion. They were here already beginning 

to act as they did in Ehshville. A majority of the committee, 

the chairman of which was a Graves partizan of Huntsville, 

Alabama, made a report as follows:

Your special committee, to whom was referred the letter 

purporting to be the letter of the First Baptist Church of 

Nashville, Tennessee, beg leave to report the following, after 

consultation, as the conclusion of the majority of the cam** 

mittee:

Resolved, That the association recognize and receive the 

brethren named in the letter of the receding minority as the 

representatives, and messengers of the First Baptist Church of 

Nashville, Tennessee, and that the Association refunddto the 

majority the amount of their funds contributed to the objects of 

the body if they desire it.”

This report was discussed for two days. It was finally adopted 

by a large majority, and immediately upon its doing so, the 

following protests were presented; the first was from the mes- 

sengers of the Nashville church - R. B. 0. Howell, John McIntosh, 

James Thomas, C. K. Winston, J. D. Winston, A. C. Beech, W.G.M, 

Campbell, J. C. Darden, W. P. Jones, J. R. Briggs, W. C. Winston, 

Thomas L. Marshall, S. L. Demeville, R. S. Anderson, Oliver H« 

Anderson, K. Warren, E. C« Roberts, C. A. Fuller, W. L« Murfree, 

Aaron Stretch, Jacob T. Martin, James A. Pigue, E. P. Walton, 

L. B. Woolfolk, W. Greenfield, E. D. Lady, W. F« Bang, M. B.



Pilcher, M. B. Howell, T. N. Haley, A. Larcombe, Wm. Roberts, 

Anson Nelson, and S. M. Scott, as follows:

"We, the undersigned, members of the First Baptist Church in 

the city of Nashville, regularly appointed delegates do represent 

her at this session of the General Association, feel constrained 

by a sense of duty, on our own behalf, and on behalf of the 

church we represent, to enter this our solemn protest against 

the action of the General Association in excluding us, as such 

representatives from taking seats, to which we conceive our

selves rightfully entitled* We base protest upon the following 

points, viz:

1, That said decision is not in accordance with the con

stitution of the General Association, but is a direct violation 

of the same, See Article 3 and 4 which are as follows:

Art. 3. Any association or church paying five dollars into 

the treasury of the General Association, shall be entitled to 

one delegate, and an additional delegate for every additional 

five dollars; or any one paying five dollars shall be entitled 

to sit himself in this body, or appoint a delegate. Provided, 

that no one shall be eligible to membership in the General Associa

tion who is not a member in good standing of some orthodox

Baptist Ghurch.

Art. 4. These delegates when; so convened in General Associa

tion, shall in no case interfere with the internal organizations, 

of the Associations or churches, nor pursue any other objects 

than those specified in the second article.



8. That such decision erects the General Association into 

an Ecclestiastical Hierarchy, contrary to its constitution, 

contrary to all usage heretofore accepted by Baptists, and 

contrary to the Word of God.

3. That sgid decision established a precedent that the 

General Association is a constituted appellate body and may 

rightfully hear and determine appeals from the decision of churches 

on case purely disciplinary, in their character.

4. That said decision strikes a fatal blow at the very 

foundation of Baptist Church Government, and removes a Landmark 

loved and cherished by all order loving Baptists, and for 

maintaining which, martyrs were led to the stake, and conse

crated their "blood as the seed of the church."

5. That said decision disfranchised sovereign independent 

church regularly constituted according to the word of God, 

without trial, or the regular forms of trial.

6. That said decision is made without any legitimate 

evidence, but that which is ex parte only.

7• That said decision perverts the General Association 

from the purposes and objects, for the accomplishment of 

which it was originally constituted. And

8. That the General Association has no right or power 

granted to it either in the word of God, or under its con

stitution, to "interfere with the internal regulations of 

Associations or churches."

These, and other considerations acting under a prayerful 

conviction of the importance of the occasion, impel us, the 



representatives of the First Baptist Church in the 

city of Nashville, to thus earnestly and solemnly protest 

against said decision of the General Association. Praying 

the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ to rest upon you 

as well as ourselves, in the discharge of every duty, that 

shall promote His glory, and the extension of his kingdom 

on earth, we respectfully ask that this our portest may be 

entered on the minutes.

This protest the General Association refused to receive or 

ever to receive. The following signed by members of the 

General Association - W. L. Martin, W. H. Bayless, G. W.

Griffin, Ed. Warren, Win. D. Martin, David D. Bell, H. Y. 

Rldd, C. H. Blackman - they were obliged by the rules of the 

body to admit to record

"The undersigned beg leave to protest, and do hereby 

protest against the action of the General Association in 

reference to the two sets of persons claiming to be delegates 

from the First Church in Nashville, and assign the following 

at the reasons for their protest:

1st. Because it is a violation of that part of the Con

stitution, which provides that the Association shall not 

interfere with the internal concerns of the churches. By 

deciding that the delegation from the minority of said 

church are entitled to seats in this body, and that the dele

gation from the majority of said church are not entitled 

to seats in this Association does in our opinion interfere 

with the internal concerns of said church.



2nd. Because in said action this Association is in

terfering with scriptural church government. We understand 

the Scriptures to teach, that every church is a sovereign 

and independent body, that it is purely democratic in its 

forms of government, that every member has the right to 

vote upon all questions in the management of its internal 

concerns - that the debisions of a majority are final, from 

which there is no appeal. Such we maintain has ever been the 

practice of Baptists. We protest against this action, because 

we maintain that it is a departure from the teachihgs of the 

Scriptures and from Baptist usage.

3rd. Because, it is virtually erecting this body into a 

court of Appeals, to try and decide questions of discipline 

and difficulty arising in the churches. If the right exists 

to decide this question arising in the First Baptist Church 

in Nashville, then the same right exists to decide any 

question of discipline or difficulty arising in any other 

church. As before stated we maintain that there is no Appeal 

from a decision of a church, and that consequently this 

Association, as such, has no right to decide upon the question 

of discipline presented by the minority of said First Baptist 

Church in Nashville.

4th» Because this body was organized for the purpose of 

promoting the objects specified in the Constitution and for 

no other; If this course of action pursued in this case be 

recognized as proper and legitimate then, we maintain that



the objects for which the organization was created will 

be defeated,*

5th* Because this Association has decided that a small 

minority of said First Baptist Church is the First Church, 

and that the majority of said church is not the First 

Church, upon the ex parte statements of said minority con

tained in their letter, without having instituted an in

quiry into the facts as they exist on both sides.

For these reasons we protest against the action of this 

body, in the case stated, and respectively ask that this, 

our protest, be entered on the Minutes.” 
I

The General Assocation then elected Mr. Graves as its 
been

Moderator, and the multitudes that had/collected from all 

quarters and by means then unknown except to themselves, 

entitled to vote, having accomplished their mission and 

seeing nothing further for them to do dispersed to their 

homes. No business of any importance was transacted at the 

session. But a blow was there struck, which, with the pro

ceedings of its next annual meeting, held in Shelbyville, 

proved fatal to the body. It has not since assembled, and 

there is now no probability that it ever will assemble here

after at any time.

The messengers of the First Baptist Church on being re

jected, left the house in a body, and returned home. With 

them also left all their friends, comprising nearly all the 

intelligence, wealth, piety, and liberality of the body. At 

the first meeting of the church, after the return of the



messengers from Lebanon, the following proceedings occurred:

"Whereas -the General Association of Middle Tennessee 

and North Alabama at its late session in Lebanon, Tennessee, 

not only refused to recognize and receive the delegation se

lected by this church to represent her in that body; but in 

violation of the Constitution, passed the following resolution; 

viz.,

"Resolved, That this association recognize and receive the 

brethren named in the letter of the receding minority as the 

representatives and messengers of the First Baptist Church, 

Nashville, Tennessee, and that this association refund to the 

majority the amount of their funds contributed to the objects 

of this body, if they desire it.

Therefore, Resolved, that I. 0. Darden be, and he is hereby 

requested to apply to the Treasurer of the General Association 

for the funds paid over by this church to the objects of the 

General Association.

Resolved, That the amount refunded, as pledged by the General 

Association, be given to the Female Missionary Society, connected 

with this church and congregation, subject to its direction."

The application was promptly made for the sum of three hundred 

and sixty dollars, the amount contributed The

Treasurer refused to refund the money, and the appli

cation to their new Board appointed at Lebanon; the Board re

fused to refund the money, and referred the application to the 

next annual meeting of their General Association; at that 

meeting, application for the amount was made by B. M. Tillman,



by the authority, and in the name of the church, and the

General Association set the matter at rest finally by a re

fusal to refund the money. They received the money of these 

messengers, and then debarred them their seats; they adopted 

a resolution to refund the money, if the church desired it; 

the church met and claimed the money; they tried to evade the claim 

and finally refused it utterly. Then ended finally all con** 

nection of the First Baptist Church with the General Association 

of Tennessee.

The church came in conflict, by the same instrumentality, 

qith equal violence, and with like results, with an ex parte 

council of the Concord Association.

It was early perceived that a large party in most 

of the churches of this association sympathized with the Graves 

faction. As an expedient after his expulsion from the church, 

to save himself and his party from the effects of that sentence, 

he and his friends decided to call a Council, made up mostly 

of men belonging to the churches of this association. They did 

so, and a singular, and unprecedented proceeding, occurred. They 

seemed to be abandoned to confusion and to hurry rapidly from 

one ridiculous error into another, like men who are deranged, 

each effort to extricate themselves rendering their condition 

more desperate and incurable than before. This Council was 

wholly ex parte. Not a man of all the number, and it was very 

numerous, was there, who was not previously known to be a de

cided Graves partizan. The First Baptist Church received no of-



ficial notice of this proceeding at all. Dr. Howell was 

summoned personally by a body professing to be the First (Ex parte 
(Pouncil

Baptist Church, to appear before this Council, which sum

mons hb, of course, knowing that it came from no such church, 

felt himself obliged to disregard. It met in a room in the 

Odd Fellow’s Hall in this city, March 1, 1859, and continued 

in session three days. The principal topics before it, as ap

pears by its published proceedings were the seversbloof the de

cisions of thS church in Mr. Graves’ case; to declare Mr. Graves 

innocent of any offence whatever for which he could even be 

blamed; to try Dr. Howell upon the charge of conspiring with 

the church to overthrow Mr. Gaaves, and to condemn I. 0. 

Darden, C. A. Fuller, S. M. Scott, and A. Nelson, his prose

cutor before the church. Mr. Graves opened the case in a 

speech which was continued (not including the necessary in

tervals for rest, and refreshment) sixteen hours! This speech, 

previously written and prepared by the gentleman himself, was 

then formally, as no one was present to oppose them, and the 

whole published in a book of two hundred and forty octavo 

pages as the finding of the Council. They had, of course, 

everything their own way, and we are only surprised that 

they did not formally expel Dr. Howell, and all who are 

’’connected with him.” Perhaps they thought this measure 

would be too ridictlous. Mr. Graves However turned their 

proceedings into gold. He made the book one of the regular 

issues of his Publishing House, disposed of it at a very high



price, and to his partizans and other overs of scandal, sold 

it by thousands, until its falsehoods were exposed in the 

Baptist Standard, It then fell into sudden oblivion and nothing 

more was heard of the book, or of the Council.


