
Chapter XX 

Final Rupture with the Concord Association

1859

Letter of the church; instructions to messengers; com

position of the associations; its treatment of the messengers; 

withdrawal of the church; subsequeny action of the association.
(Church 
(letter to 

In view of all the considerations mentioned in previous (Concord 
(Associate 

shapters, it was a question with the church as to what ought

to be done in regard to the approaching session of the Concord 

Association. Some brethren thought it probable that the ri

diculous conduct of the members of the General Association, and 

in the ex parte council, had recoiled sufficiently to show them 

their folly; that the body would feel itself obliged to act 

in conformity with the provisions of its constitution, and the 

express conditions upon which it was known that this church 

was a member; that at least it was desirable to give it an 

opportunity to do so; and that therefore the usual report and 

messengers should be sent. Others doubted whether the Associa

tion could be trusted; and advocated another withdrawal, at 

once. The following communication was therefore prepared for 

the consideration of the church: -

"The First Baptist Church in the city of Nashville - 

To the Concord Association, sendeth Christian salutation." 

Dear Brethren: 

The doctrine, polity, and practice of this church remain 

unchanged in every respect. What these are you well known. We 



need net, therefore, recount them. They have been for 
various frequently published. By no/ orthodox

Baptist have they ever been called in question. In both 

principle and practice, this church stands, and always 

has stood above reproach.

Churches are the only visible ecclesiastical organizations 

known tp the word of God. Associations have no scripture 

grounds for their basis; they rest simply upon a mutual agree

ment of the churches to meet annually, not for any purposes 

of church government, judicial, or executive, but to report 

their condition and progress to each other; to consult each other 

as to what is best to be done; and to devise, and execute the best 

plans by which to aid feeble churches, to preach the gospel in 

destitute places, and generally to extend the knowledge of 

Christ, at home, and abroad. Every church is at liberty to 

unite with such an Association, provided there be in its con

stitution nothing unscriptural, or to refrain from such union 

as it may think proper. Such union does not give a church 

character, nor does the want of such union deprive it of character 

and standing as a gospel church. Twice has this church with

drawn from your body, for reasons satisfactory to itself, and 

twice has it reunited with you when the obstructions complained 

of were removed. We were when separated from you no less legiti

mately and truly a church of Christ, and so received; and ac

cepted by the whole brotherhood of churches, than we were when 

connected with your body.

Since the Scriptures know no such bodies as Baptist As- 



sociatlons, their Constitutions and the conditions of 

membership, and these alone, define the obligations to 

each other, into which in forming this compact the churches 

have entered. The relations of th is church to you and our 

mutual obligations are defined by your Constitution, and, the 

recorded conditions upon which after we had withdrawn, we con

sented again to unite with you. Our relations to you are de

fined in the third article of your Form of Government adopted 

at Hodges, Wilson County, September 25, 1810, to which we beg 

leave to call your attention, as follows:

"The members thus chosen, and convened, shall be denominated 

the Concord Baptist Association,.which shall have no power 

to "Lord it over God’s heritage,” neither shall It have any 

classical power, nor infringe any of the internal rights of 

the churches.” We however agree to the following ”uniform 

rule of proceeding (for the preservation of union among our- 

selves) viz; - ”When an offence may be committed by one church 

against another, it shall be the duty of the church so offended 

to labor for satisfaction, and, if she fail of success, she shall 

call in the aid of two or more churches in the union, to assist 

in the labors; and, if finally, satisfaction, in the opinion 

of the helps thus called, cannot be obtained, then the ag

grieved churches may bring the case before the association, 

which is bound to act on it; and also when a serious difficulty 

shall arise in an individual church, which they (the members) 

after dine labors had cannot reconcile, they shall call in 

the aid of two or more sister churches in the union to assist 



in the work; and if, finally, satisfaction in the opinion 

of the helps thus called in cannot be obtained, the case 

may be brought before the Association, which shall act in 

it.** The mode of proceeding in the above cases," "must be" 

that laid down in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew, and other 

Scriptures which respect discipline for the bringing1totrial, 

and determining the cases of individual members in an in

dividual church; and the association shall take cognizance 

of no case of the above kind, until the above proceedings 

have hedn had thereon."

The relations to you of this church are further defined 

by special conditions, presented at Overall’s, Rutherford 

County, September 16, 1826, and which you will find, or ought 

to find, among the files of the association. This church then 

pronounced this and other articles of your Constitution, un- 

scriptural. This article, especially is unscriptural, because 

it assumes that the relations of a church to the association, 

are the same with those of an individual to the church of 

which he is a member; because it prescribes to the churches 

the methods they shall pursue to determine cases of discipline 

different from those prescribed in the word of God; because 

it presumes that there are churches which cannot conduct to 

a proper issue their own discipline; because it requires the 

churches to resort to Councils; because it arrogates to the 

association the right in certain cases, to act as a Court of 

Appeals; and because it eMiw for the association the power



in specified, instances, to decide authoritatively and finally 

in certain eases of discipline in the church, and besides all this 

the article is inconsistent and contradicting in itself, since 

it begins by a disavowal of any power over the churches, and 

ends by claiming all the powers exercised by Presbyterians, 

or any other denomination. This church therefore withdrew, and 

prescribed the conditions upon which alone it would henew its 

membership. They were, first, that this association should 

renounce all right to prescribe as to its creed, whether it 

should be Calvinistie, or Arminian, Missionary or Anti-Missionary, 

and never interfere with it while it was accepted by the churches 

generally, as evangelical; Secondly, that this Association 

should enter into a solemh pledge never to interfere with the 

order^ government, or practice of this church; thirdly, that this 

association never should disturb any of the judicial or exe

cutive proceedings, or decisions of this church, and, fourthly, 

that in all these respects the association, notwithstanding any

thing in its Constitution, should guarantee to this church, 

and all its other churches,wa full, free, and unmolested liberty 

of conscience; a liberty unshackled by any authority except his 

who hath set us free; a liberty that is not, and will not 

be used as a cloak for licentiousness by any one who fears 

God, and desires to walk by the light of his truth; a liberty, 

which none but God who gave it, has a right to destroy, and 

which this Association must never assail." This is the solemn 

covenant into which you voluntarliyy and unanimously entered
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with the church, thirty-five years age. It is still.

in full force. It defines the relations this day sub- 

slating between us and the Concord Association.

The scriptural teaching on church government is plain, and 

ought to be understood by ypu. Some of the principles we 

beg permission to state, as follows:

1. A Baptist church under Jesus Christ, and governed by 

his laws, is sovereign, free, and independent of every other 

body, whether ecclesiastical, civil, or political, and accountable 

for its acts as a church, so far as they infringe none of the 

ecclesiastical, civil, or political rights of citizens, to 

Christ alone.

2. The power of self-government has been delegated to each 

church by Christ himself, and since delegated power cannot be 

redelegated by the party receiving it, without the consent of 

the original authority; and since Christ has nowhere intimated 

such consent; the power confined by him upon each church to 

govern itself is inalienable, and cannot be conferred by them 

upon associations or any other bodies whatever.

3. The members of each particular church are invested 

with full power to administer the discipline of that church, 

to summon to its bar, tyy, censure, acquit, or expel its own 

members by a vote of the body; its own decision is final; 

and no association, council, or other similar body has a 

shadow of right to call its acts in question; to review, revise, 

or in any manner to reverse them, either by setting them aside,



or refusing,-to regard them.

4. Every church has a right to decide for itself what 

scriptures apply to any particular case under discipline 

and to deprive it of this decision is clearly to take away 

from it the right of private judgment in the interpretation 

of the word of God.

5. When a member has been charged before the church with 

any offence, and is officially summoned to its bar for trial, 

he is obliged to submit himself to that trial, whether in

nocent or guilty, and irrespective of preparatory steps in 

the case, since the scandal is now public, and it can in 

no other way be turned aside, and gospel morals be vindicated.

6. Councils to assist in settling a controversy are allowable 

only when called alike by both parties. Ex parte councils are 

unscriptural, unbaptistic, and their decisions of no force, 

or authority whatever.

The violation of these principles by our associations, has 

been the fruitful source of nearly all the contentions, agi

tations, and schisms with which Tennessee has been rife, since 

the first settlement of the country. An examination of the 

facts will show that this was the cause of the dividion of the 

churches of the Mero District Association, and the total de

struction of that body. By it the war between the parties 

afterwards known as United, and Separate Baptists, and which 

severed the churches, and drove them into fragments, was fo

mented, cherished, and perpetuated. Our associations were
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mainly instrumental in driving the churches asunder ©n the 

subject of missions. Indeed, what schism has occurred in this 

part of Tennessee, within the last fifty years which has not 

been concocted and set in motion by associations? And not 

an instance of the kind can be found which may not be traced 

directly to flagrant violations of the principles now sub

mitted. Another division is we fear, now at hand, and which 

we apprehend will be goont consummated by the assumption by 

our associations of powers not granted by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

and their exercise in inter-meddling with the order and dis

cipline of our churches. Such divisions, and disasters are 

natural results. If our people will disobey Christ, and violate 

their own solemn compacts, they must expect that in chastise

ment he will send upon our churches, blasting, and mildew, 

and death.

The churches of this association have engaged since your 

last meeting in acts which we now bring to your notice, and which 

were unscriptural, unbrotherly, and in every way reprehensible. 

A member of this church, on the Sth day of September, 1858, 

was formally charged before us by two of the members, and sub

sequently, by two others, with grave offences against morals 

and religion. The church as it was bound to do, entertained 

the charge, and set, after one postponement by the request 

of the accused, the 8th day of October, for its hearing. The 

trial regulary progressed, and on the 18th day of November, 

he was found guilty, and unanimously expelled. While his trial 



was calmly progressing, and before any conclusion had 

been reached, this accused member challenged the authority 

and regularity of the church,refused its jurisdiction, and 

seducing to his purpose twenty-three others, defied the dis

cipline of the church, and set up to be themselves the church, 

which pretence, however, they have since abandoned and now 

call themselves the "Spring Street Church, or the orderly part 

of what was the First Baptist Church? Previous also to the 

termination of this trial, and consequently before any one 

could know what the decision would be occurred the meeting of 

the General Association. That body, violating alike its own 

Constitution, and the principles of the word of God, took 

upon itself to judge the case, and to decide upon its merits, 

and this too before the church had reached its own decision. 

This mere missioniary society, the General Association, pro

nounced this little faction of schismatics the First Baptist 

Church in Nashville, and the church itself no church at all. 

It immediately rejected the messengers of the church, re

fusing to hear any adequate defence, rejecting also a protest 

which we offered against these proceedings. Nearly all the 

members, certainly all the leading members of this association 

were members of the General Association, and chief actors 

in this outrage.

Subsequent to this event the whole faction was unanimously 

expelled. These schismatics, claiming to be the church, is

sued an inflammatory circular addressed to most of the 
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churches of this association, who sent up delegates, 

and held in Nashville what they pleaved to call a Council, 

and which continued in session several days. Before that 

Council this church, without notice, without defence, or 

any representation whatever, was arr^igndd, and complacently 

did it hear, not only without rebuke, but with approval, the 

most outrageous falsehoods, abude, and defamations known 

personally by some of them, to be such against this church, 

its members and its pastor. That Council took upon itself 

to review, revise, condemn, and reverse the decision of the 

church. In this conduct, the churches of the Concord Association, 

have, by their authorized delegates, committed since your last 

meeting, the most flagrant outrages upon one of the churches 

of your own number, in several respects, some of which we beg 

leave to designate.

1. They have violated the word of God, by assumed powers 

not conferred by Christ.

2. They have invaded the rights of this church, and done all 

they could to destroy its independence, and to bring it into 

bondage to self constituted tribunals.

3. They have by their representatives presumed to sit as 

a Court of Appeals under the name of a Council, and to arraign 

and condemn a church and brethren, who were responsible to them 

in no way whatever.

4. All this they have done in regard to that very church 

with whom they had a solemn written compact covenanting that



they would never do anything of the kind; and thus 

have violated their plighted faith.

5. They have openly trampled upon the law of Christ 

regarding brotherly love, fidelity, candor, and justice.

6. They have cast off those principles acknowledged 

by all to be essential to Baptist faith and character.
It must be plain to you, as it is to us, that unless^ 

the churches of your body, at once recede from the po

sitions they have assumed they can no longer be regarded as 

Baptist churches, and cannot claim fellowship with the great 

Baptist family of our country.

We have been thus particular, even at the risk of tedious* 

ness, that you may be fully apprised of our views and feeling, 

and the motives by which we are influenced. We have appointed 

our brethren L. B. Woolfolk and T. W. Haley, to place this 

letter in your hands, and have only to add that its delivery 

is the act by which the First Baptist Church in Nashville, 

again, and now, the third time, withdraws itself from the 

Concord Association.

Before this letter was submitted to the church the pastor 

left the city for Central Missouri, whither he was called to 

superintend some important interests of the Southern Baptist 

Convention. At the meeting of the church, a disposition 

seemed to prevail to trust the association this once. It was 

decided, therefore, to send the usual brief report, with 

private instruction to the messenger to withdraw the church 



from the association, if they thought proper to do so. 

The brethren attended the meeting, which was held with 

the church at Spencer’s Lick, Wilson County, August 6-8, 1959. 

When presented, the letter of the church was laid upon the 

table; it was then committed to a committee; that committee 

did not report until late in the afternoon of the last day of 

the session; it reviewed and condemned the proceedings of 

the church; declared the Graves faction, "to be the orderly 

portion of what was the First Baptist Church, Nashville;” re

ceived the messengers of that faction, as the messengers of 

the First Baptist Church, and with the church itself declared 

nonfellowship. Our messengers attempted to speak, but were 

restricted to a brief specified time, browbeaten by the 

Moderator, and others, and treated contemptuously. They read 

a protest and as instructed withdrew the church from the as

sociation. The association refused to receive the protest, or 

to recognize the withdrawal.cfit then adopted the report of the 

committee prepared by Mr. Pendleton, Mr. Graves* co-editor, 

special friend, and unscrupulous partizan, and thus in violation 

of the word of God, of its own constitution, and its special 

covenant, excluded the church, and that, too, after it had 

ceased to be connected with the body.

Thus terminated and without doubt never again to be 

renewed all the relations subsisting between the First Baptist

Church and the Concord Association.


