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-■ Chapter

1862

Capture of the city by the Federal Army

Fall of Fort Donelson; retreat from Bowling Green; evacuation of 

the city by the Confederate army; scenes c onsequent; approach of 

the Federal Army; negotiations betweenits officers and the city 

authorities; terms of capitulation; arrival of the Military Governor; 

Violation of all laws, and all pledges; ’’the reign of terror.”

The capture of Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland river, occurred on 

the 11th day of February 1862. About the same time ew^army evacuated 

Bowling Green, Kentucky. These two were our only defences, but up 

to this time, they were considered ample. It was believed that they 

were fully manned and impregnable to any force that could be brought 

against them. The city regarded itself as perfectly safe. The de

tails of these disastrous events belong not to this Memorial, but to 

the history of our country.

On the morning of Lord’s day, the 11th, the Sunday school as

sembled as usual. The exercises were all conducted with perfect 

calmness. Not a breath of alarm reached us. We knew that General 

A. S. Johnston, commanding at Bowling Green, had removed his head

quarters to Edgefield, one of the suburbs of this city, and that 

some portions of his army were moving from that place in this direction, 

but this only increased our sense of security, since some fortifications 

had, as was supposed, been commenced east and north of the city, two or 

three miles distant. We also knew that a battle had been progressing 



for several days at Donelson. The last despatch however, received 

at a late hour on Saturday night, asured us that in every onset
A 

our friends had been victorious, and we expected that day to 

hear that the enemy had been fully and finally repulsed. The 

exercises of the Sunday school closed about ten o'clock; the con- 

gregation was slowly assembling for preaching service^, preparatory
A 

to which was to commence at eleven o’clock; and the pastor a few 

minutes before that time entered the church. As he approached the 

door he met some of the members leaving, and in great alarm. They 

told him that Fort Donelson had been that morning captured by the 

Federals; that the victorious army was in full march towards the (-Capture of 
(Nashville by 

City; and that before sunset of that day, their gumbcsatsL would be (the Federal 
(Army 

here. He immediately set about quieting the alarm, in which he 

was partially successful. He then entered the pulpit, read the 

46th Psalm;a hymn was sung; prayer was offered; another hymn was 

being sung, and now the excitement increased with fearful rapidity.

One messenger after another was coming, whispering to persons in the 

congregation, and going out, accompanied by their friends. The 

pastor now saw that it would be useless to attempt to detain the people. 

He however held many of them together and addressed them for about 

ten minutes. They were then dismissed with the usual benediction.

In this brief speech the pastor told his people that there was 

as yet no certainty that the intelligence they had received was 

reliable; that even if Fort Donelson had fallen it was impossible 

for the Federal army to reach this city from that place in less time 

than a week; that when theydid come, if they same at all, the destruction



of the city, which had been threatened and of which they all

felt so certain, might not, and probably would not,take place; 

that in any./ event they ought not to suffer themselves to be so 

much alarmed, since trepidation and fright could do no good, and 

was likely to be attended with much evil, disqualifying them for 

taking with any deliberation the necessary measures to secure their 

own safety,; and the safety of their families and friends; that in 

this cricis especially they ought to be calm, deliberate, and thought

ful and allow themselves to be hurrried into no precipitate, in

discreet, or injurious actions; that while they neglected no wise 

measure to accomplish their own deliverance, they ought to rely 

confidently upon God for the success of their endeavors; that as 

to himself he was here in the providence of God as their pastor, what 

evils awaited him and his family, he knew not but that come life 

or death, God helping him, he would do his duty; and that he had 

upon mature reflection decided not to quit his post, but that while 

any of his flock remained in the city, whether it were laid in 

ashes, or not, and life;; and liberty; were allowed him, they would 

find him by their side, ready as heretofore to do all in his power, 

for their protection, safety, and happiness. He then announced 

that there would that day be no more services, but that on the next 

Wednesday evening and on the next Lord’s day, the usual meetings 

would be held. They were held accordingly. During that whole period 

no other service was omitted. The church went forward regularly 

and firmly.

Such a day as that Sabbath, was probably never before witnessed in



any city in America. Very few believed that Nashville would con

tinue to exist more than a few days longer. It was not then 

doubted by any of our people that the Confederate array would 

make a stand here, and defend the capitol of our state. That the 

city would be the scene of a furious battle all believed to be 

certain, and whether victory favored the Confederates or the Federals, 

they were sure of -the destruction. Thousands of men and women were 

therefore frantically flying through the streets and thousands more 

were rushing to the depots of the several railroads leading south, 

with such valuables as the hurry of the moment would allow them to 

collect. This frenzy was increased by the movements of the officers

of state and of the Legislature. The Senate and House l&urried to

their chambers in the Capitol, and having adjourned to meet some days

subsequently in Memphis, were hastening away. The Governor and Heads

of Departments, with such portions of the Archives of the State as

an hour would enable them to gather together, were flying in the same

direction. Crowds were escaping to the country by private conveyances

of all sorts. Their homes as they were, they deserted, leaving them

uninhabitated and unprotected. The faitEful house dog lay upon the 

front steps, but no one was within. Happy was he who had of his a

conveyance of any kind. To hire a hack, or even a wagon, was im

possible except to the wealthy, who paid for them fabulous-prices.

Large numbers left the city on foot, loaded with such articles as 

they considered most necessary and leading by the hand their little

ones, they knew not whither, or to what destiny. These miseries

were all aggravated by torrents of rain that descended day after day 



unceasingly. Nor did these horrors terminate with that 

dreadful Sabbath. They continued during the night, and for 

several succeeding days and nights and until the city seemed 

to be almost literally drained of its inhabitants. Among these 

flying fugitives were found most of the clergymen of the city 

of all denominations. Dr. Howell’s friends besought him to go, 

but he persistently refused. One kind family from the country 

sent their carriage to take him away. His heart overflowed 

with gratitude. He permitted them to take his children and urged 

Mrs. Howell to accompany them, but declined to go himself.

Mrs. Howell remained with him. Never did he feel more calm or 

more determined.

During several preceding months the sick and wounded soldiers from 

the surrounding Confederate armies had been sent to Nashville, where 

they received from the physicians of the city, the clergy, the citi

zens generally, and especially from the ladies, the most assidious 

attentions. They did all for them that they could have done for 

their own sons, brothers, and husbands. The hospitals, some ten or 

twelve in number, and very many private residences were crowded 

with these sufferers, amounting to several thousands. They all heard 

this disastrous intelligence with equal surprise and mortification, 

and instantly every man of them who could walk, and many who could 

not without assistance, were struggling to get out of the city. Soon 

the fugitives who had escaped from^Donelson began to arrive, and were 

assisted on their way by our few remaining people, in every possible 

manner. And next the Confederate army from Bowling Green, regiment 



after regiment, and brigade after brigade, came pouring through, 

our streets, in full retreat. It was now ascertained definitely that 

no defence was to be made and that Nashville without a struggle 

was to be abandoned to the mercy of the Abolitionists. The vexa

tion and disappointment of our few remaining citizens, words can 

never express. The utmost efforts were made to remove the public 

stored, including the hospital-furniture or at least to save as 

large a portion of them as practicable. In the midst of these 

scenes, by order of the military authorities, the bridges across 

the river and the steamers at our wharves, some of which were in 

process of transformation into gunboats, were set on fire and 

consumed, and the ammunition, guns, carriages, and arms, large and 

small, that could not be taken away were destroyed. Business of any 

kind was out of the question. Dismay, fearfulness, and horror, reigned 

supreme.

But our cap was not yet full. Other scenes still more‘dreadful 

awaited us. The Federal army in immense force, was known to be now 

near the city. Much of the provisions, clothing,and other materials 

for subsisting our army remained. They could not be removed. To 

prevent their fa/lling into the hands of the enemy, and at the same 

time to relieve the citizens as much as possible, who had already 

made so many sacrifices to sustain the war, it was proposed to dis

tribute these stoves among the people. This distribution began and 

was instantly followed by results which beggar description. Germans, 

Irish, Free-ne^groes, Jews, Mulattoes, and depraved natives, men, 

women, and children, swamred out of every filthy hole, cellar, garret, 



alley, in astounding multitudes and surrounding the several 

depots where these stoves were kept, scrambled, tugged, and 

fought for them with incredible ferocity. Those among them who 

were shopkeepers and many,, who had not before been, now set up shops, 

filled their houses and had a supply sifficient to furnith their 

customers for six months. With this motly crowd mingled not a 

few resistant Yankees, and others, some of whom were rich and 

well known as enemies to the Confederacy, and who had been, and 

were then acting as ppies for the Federals. These having drays, 

and wagons, at their command, got the lion’s share of the spoils. 

It is surprising what amounts of flour, bacon, sugar, cloth, and 

Other valuables they had conveyed to their houses. Those de

signed to be benefited by the distribution, the respectable, 

virtuous, honest, poor of our people, obtained comparatively 

nothing. These were the day scenes. Those of the night were still 

more alarming. Burglaries, robberies, plunder, and violence, pre

vailed unchecked and to a fearful extent. Anarchy and destruction 

ran riot unrestrained and uncontrolled. Ihis was preeminently 

a week of horrors.

The city fathers in consultation, determined that since no hope 

now remained of the preservation of the city, they would in its ca

pitulation/; make the best terms possible. A small number of the 

advance guards of the Federal army, appeared in Edgefield on the 

morning of the 23rd of February, the next Sabbath after that upon 

which Fort Donelson fell. These came however from the direction 

of Bowling Green. The Mayor, R. B. Cheatham, Esq., crossed the 



river to seek an interview with these soldiers. A Captain 

of Cavalry was the only officer among them. After a conversation 

with him he returned. A large number of people were assembled 

on the Public Square, anxiously waiting to hear the results. 

As the easiest method of satisfying their wishes/; and of sub

mitting some salutary counsel, the Mayor addressed them in a 

set speech. He was authorized, he said, by the Captain, this was 

the substance of his speech - to assure them that ’’The persons 

rights and property of the people, would be scrupiilouslyhyespected 

by the Federal army.” In the afternoon of the same day, hearing that 

a Colonel of an Ohio regiment had arrived in Edgefield, the Mayor 

again crossed the river in search of some one to whom f,h& might 

surrender the city. After an interview with the Colonel, he returned, 

and assembling the people in the City Hall, he addressed them still 

more at length. Among other things he said that "He was assured 

(by the Colonel) that the persons, property, and rights, of private 

citizens would be respected in the broadest sense; that the people 

ought to remain at home, as they would be permitted to pursue 

their ordinary avocations as before, without molestation; that when 

the Federal army took possession of the city, no Federal soldier 

would be allowed to come within its corporate limits, except at the 

request of the Mayor to preserve the peace; that the public stores 

(nothing else) must be turned over to him;" "that the Federal army 

came to reestablish the Union and to offer to the citizens the pro

tection guaranteed to all alike by the Constitution of the United 

States; that in this spirit the property of every citizen of 



whatever description, including slave property, would be 

protected; and that a General would be here on Monday or Tuesday, 

when formal military possession of the city would be taken and 

the terms made known.” On the Tuesday morning following the 25th day 

of February, the Federal army arrived, and landing from their 

transports and gunboats, inarched to the Capitol. General Buell, 

the Commander in Chief had meantime reached Edgefield, and had 

notified the Mayor that he would see him on that morning. A com

mittee of the leading citizens were appointed impromptu to ac-' 

company him. They attended, met General Buell, and the Mayor 

formally surrendered the city in the name of the civil authorities 

and the people. The General received it in the name of the United 

States and courteously restored it in their name to the Mayor, 

the civil authorities and the people. General Nelson ordered ”the 

stars and stripes” to be displayed upon the Capitol and having 

saluted the flag, the formalities were over. On the return of 

the party from the headquarters of the Commanding General, the 

Mayor issued a ’’Proclamation,” from which are presented the fol

lowing extracts:

’’The committee representing the city authorities and the 

people, have discharged their duty, by calling on General Buell 

at his headquarters in Edgefield, on yesterday. The interview 

was perfectly satisfactory to the committee, and there is every 

assurance of safety and protection to the people, both on 

their persons, and in their property. I therefore respectfully 

request that business be resumed and that all our citizens of 

every trade and profession, pursue their regular vocations. The 



county elections will take place on the regular day, and all 

civil business be conducted as heretofore. And the Commanding

General assures me that I can rely upon his aid in enforcing our

Police Regulations.”

Eight days afterwards - March the 5th - General Buell published 

an ’Order No. 13,* dated probably by mistake, February 25th, of 

which the following extracts contain all that is to our purpose;

"The General does not deem it necessary, though the occasion 

is a fit one, to remind his troops of the rule of conduct they have 

hitherto observed, and are still to pursue. We are in arms not

for the purpose of invading the rights of our fellow countrymen

anywhere, but to maintain the integrity of the Union and protect 

the Constitution, under which the people have been prosperous and 

happy. We cannot therefore look with indifference on any conduct 

which is designed to give aid and comfort to those who are en

deavoring to defeat these objects; but the action to be taken in

such cases, rests with authorized persons, and is not to be

assumed by individual officers or soldiers. Peaceable citizens 

are not to be molested in their persons, or property. Any wrongs 

to either, are to be promptly corrected and the offenders brought 

to punishment. To this end all persons are desired to make com

plaints to the immediate commander^of officers, or soldiers, so

offending, and if justice be not done promptly, then to the next

commander and so until the wrong is redressed. If the necessities

of the public service should requires': the use of private property



for public purposes, fair compensation is to be allowed.

No such appropriation of private property is to be made ex

cept by the authority of the highest commander present, and any 

officer who shall presume to exercise subh',-privileges, shall be 

brought to trial. Soldiers are forbidden to enter the residences, 

or grounds of citizens, on any place, without authority. No ar

rests are to be made without the authority of the Commanded ’General, 

.except d>n case of actual offence against the authority of the 

government; and in all such cases, the fact, and circumstances, 

will be immediately reported in writing to headquarters, through 

the intermediate commanders.’”

These guaranties were full-, and satisfactory. The constitution 

and laws of the country however, the sumpremacy of which this army 

professed to be here to reestablish and sustain, demanded all 

that General Buell pledged to the people. A law of Congress, adopted 

into the Military Code, at the time of the organization of the 

Federal government, reenacted on the 10th day of April 1801, and 

which is now in full force and authority is as follows:

. f,All officers, and soldiers are to behave themselves orderly 

in quarters, and on their march, and whoever shall mommit any 

waste or spoil, either in wdlks, or trees, parks, warrens, fish

ponds, houses, or gardens, connfields, in closes, or meadows, or 

shall maliciously destroy any pnoperty wheatever belonging to the 

inhabitants of the United States, unless by order of their Com

mander in Chief of the Armies of the United States, shall (besides 

such penalties as they are liable to by law) be punished according 



to the nature and degree of the offence by the judgment of a 

General or Regimental Court Martial.”

The city had now been quietly,surrendered by the civil authori

ties into the hands of the Federal army. By that army it was, with 

all its people received as a part of the United States, and en

titled as such to all the rights of citizens of that government. 

The least therefore that an intelligent and honest Commander in CBief 

could do wqs himself to abide by the laws, and to guarantee the pro

tection of the laws to the city government, and all its peaceable 

people. These duties General Buell performed as fully as under the 

circumstances could have been expected. The government of the city, 

proceeded without interruption; the people resumed’their business; 

many of the fugitives returned to their homes; the pending elections 

of judges and the officers were held; and quiet was in some measure 

restored. The pledge^ to the Mayor, that no soldiers should remain 

within the corporate limits but at his request, was indeed not re

deemed. The streets were daily crowded by them. But they all con

ducted themselves with marked propriety. It is not remembered that 

a single outrage was committed by any of them while their Commanding 

General remained personally in the city.

- -The church and its pastor felt immeasurably relieved. Dr. Howell 

now congratulated himself that he had remained in the city when he 

was urged so earnestly to accompany his flying friends. He believed 
at the time, that his personal safety was thereby endangered t ihis^ 

however, he was prepared to risk for the sake of his church and his 

family. The members of his church who had left the city, would he knew 

be scattered and thus place it out of his pPWCT to do them any good., even 



should he attempt it. To those who remained at home his 

presence was important. He determined therefore to remain and 

to share their fate, whatever the fate might be. But besides 

this he has a numerous dependent and helpless family. He is their 

only support and protector. All their means of living are in 

Nashville. He could not take them out of the city, because he had 

not the requisite means. Their expenses at any place in the South 
to

would necessarily be very great, and/meet them he had no money.

They could subsist ncTwhere but in Nashville, and not even here without 

his presence. He considered it therefore his duty at whatever hazard to 

continue with them. He now ceased to feel any anxiety for his personal 

safety. No battle had occurred here. The city was neither bombarded nor 

burned. The constitution and laws/ were declared to be supreme, and it 

was declared by the highest military authority that while no peaceable 

citizen should be molested,^the persons, property, and rights, of all 

should be scrupulously protected. To-these guaranties a brief ref

erence may here be made.

In the Magna Charts, granted by King John, June the 15th, 1250, and 

which is the foundation of the British Constitution and the constitution 

of every other free government, it is expressly provided that no person 

"shall be put upon his trial from rumor, or suspicion alone* but ppon 

the evidence of lawful witnesses,” and that "no person shall be taken, 

or imprisoned, or disposssessed of his free tenement, or liberties, or 

outlawed or banished, or in any wise hurt, or injured, unless by the 

legal judgement of his peers, or by the law of the land.”

Our fathers of the revolution, in their Declaration of Independence, 



among other reasons for that act, said of the British King:

"He affects to render the military independent of and superior 

to the civil power;" and they denounced him, "For depriving us in 

many cases of the benefit of trial by jury;" "For transportating us 

beyond seas for trial for pretended offences;" and they demanded 

’Liberty of speech, a free press, trial by jury, the right of pe

tition, the writ of Habeus Corpus, and the overthrow of tyranny."

The Constitution of the United States, pledges solemnly the faith 

ahd power of the whole nation, to every man, that all its citizens 

shall be "Secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 

unreasonable searches and seizures;" that they shall not be "deprived 

of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law;" and that 
\ 

they shall not be arrested without "a warrant issued upon probable 

cause," which must be "supported by oath or affirmation" of the accuser.

The Constitution of the State of Tennessee guarantees to all its 

citizens that "their persons shall not be seized without special warrant 

issued by an officer of the law, upon the sworn testimony of an ac- 
dissevered 

cuser; that no freeman shall be taken, or imprisoned; or 

of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or 

in any manner destroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty, or property, 

but by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land," "that in all 

criminal prosecutions, the accused has a right to be heard by himself, and 

his counsel; to demand the nature and cause of the accusation against 

him, and to have a copy thereof; to meet the witnesses fac6 to face; 

to have compulsoy process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and 

in prosecutions by indictment, or presentment (and without which no



man shall be put to answer a criminal charge) a speedy trial 

by an impartial jury.”

These are some of our rights as pledged by the organic 

laws of the state and nation, and we had the word of honor of 

the Commanding General in this Department that the# should here 

be carried into full effect; that "peaceable citizens should 

not be molested in their persons, or property;" and that "all 

persons should be protected in the pursuit of their usual 

avocations." Dr. Howell in his simplicity relied upon the 

truthfulness of these representations and therefore dismissed 

all apprehensions of personal danger.

He had another reason for his sense of security, which arose 

from his religious principles with regard to political governments. 

He holds that political government is appointed by God; not the 

form of government, but government itself. Wether it be a 

Democracy, a Republic, an Aristocracy, a Monarchy, or some other 

form, "The power that he ordained of God." And the divine teaching - \
on the subject is definite, "Let every soul be subject unto the 

higher powers. For there is no power but of God. The powers that 

be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore^fSsisteth the power, 

resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that resisteth shall 

receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to 

good works, but to the evil. Wilt thout not be afraid of the power? 

Do that which is good, and thou shall have praise of the same, 

for he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do 

that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the sword in vain. 

For he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
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them that do evil. "Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not 

only for (the aversion of) wrath, but also for conscience 

sake. For this cause pay ye tribute also, for they (the officers of 

the revenue) are God’s ministers attending continually upon this 

very thing. Render therefore to all their dues; tribute to whom 

tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor 

to whom honor.” It follows therefore that in all respects in 

which the government under which our lot may for the time be cast, 

requires of us nothing inconsistent with our duty to God, religion 

demands that we shall accord to it a ready and cheerful obedience. 

To God our obligations are supreme. We are bound to obey him at 

whatever hazard. Did duty require us to live in England, France, 

Austria, Prussia, or any other country, the word of God calls upon 

us while to accord to that government, and its laws, all 

due honor and obedience. Obedience to the government, and approval 

of the government, are very different things. If we dislike a gov

ernment, we can leave it, but while we remain under it we must give 

jro it our submission and respect. A Christian can therefore never 

be untrue to any government in which he resides.

Dr. Howell feels that the Southern Confederacy is his country.

He admires its people, and its government. In every honorable 

and practicable way he will maintain, preserve and defend it. For 

the time being he was, in the providence of God, placed under 

Federal rule. He had therefore no difficulty in deciding while 

he remained so to be conformed to that government. As a citizen 

first of North Carolina, afterwards of Virginia, and finally of



Tennessee, and as such, owing allegiance to the United States, 

he did his duty to his state and to the General Government. 

When Tennessee became a member of the Southern Confederacy, 

he went heartily with the state and did his duty as a citizen 

of the Confederacy. When the city was captured in the name 

of the United States, and he decidddc to remain here, he de

termined to conform himself strictly to that government and 

so long as he should continue under its jurisdiction, con

scientiously to obey all its legal requirments. By these rules 

he governed himself unswervingly. In all these respects he feels 

himself above reproach. He has never knowingly committed an of

fence against the United States, against the Confederate States of 

America, against any state, North or South, and especially against 

the State of Tennessee, either under its former government, or under 

its present military government. He did not therefore believe that 

his personal safety could be jeopardized by remaining at home with 

his church and his family.

His people rallied around their pastor with evidently increased 

affection; the services of the church all proceeded as before; and the 

congregations were even larger, and apparently more interested than 

formerly. The numbers in attendance in the Sabbath School ware as 

large as they had been since the commencement of the war. /The Bible 

Board met and made arrangements for its Annual Report, its thousand 

copies of the New Testament, most of which had been distributed among 

the soldiers of the Confederate armies, 
even

Unhappily wars this miserable condition of things 
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was not destined long to continue. Not many weeks elapsed 

before Andrew Johnson,having been appointed by the authorities 

at Washington,Military Governor of Tennessee, arrived in the city, 

and commenced his administration. Instantly the whole scene was 

changed; General Buell’s ’’Order” was denounced as ”giving aid and 

comfort to the rebellion;" and the "Reign of Terror” commenced, 

which has ever since reveled in the miseries and suffering and 

spoliation of the poeple. Not one of the guaranties of General 

Buell or of the Constitution of the United States, or of the 

State of Tennesse, has since been at all regarded, but on the 

contrary they have all been openly and persistently violated. 

From the day of his arrival Governor Johnson has exercised here 

a despotism which in malignity, oppression and coldfblooded cruelty, 

has never been equaled, certainly it has never been exceeded in any 

civilized nation of the earth. He commenced his work by arresting 

without notice and imprisoning without any form of trial, or even 

apprising them of the charges, if there were any against them, our 

most distinguished citizens. Soon all the prisons of the city were 

full, and among them not a few members of the First Baptist Church 

and congregation, and multitudes were sent(by him)to prisons north 

of the Ohio river, who probably even to this day know nothing of 

the offence with which they are charged. Many new prisons were 

fitted up; large numbers were constantly being sent north; yet all 

these prisons were kept dull and remain to this day. He
A 

framed an obvious oath, in which occurs this sentence:

"I do solemnly swear that I will support, protect, and defend, 

the Constitution and Government (meaning the Government, the ad



ministration of Mr. Lincoln) of the United States, against all 

enemies, whether domestic, orforeign.”

He required that every man should take his oath and give bond 

and security in a large sum of money for its faithful ob- 

servance. The Mayor of the city, the Alderman, the Common 

Council, and all the subordinate officers, wven down to the lowest 

night watchman, were summoned and of them all this oath was de

manded. All but two or three promptly declined to take it. 

Those who refused were instantly ejected and others appointed 

by him to fill their places, of whom the only qualification requisite 

was entire subservience to his wishes. Their social and moral

position, as a body, need not be described to any respectable 

citizen of Nashville. Their truculency to Governor Johnson as 

their proceedings will show as nauseously disgusting.

The elections for judges, and other officers, to which Mayor 

Cheatham refers in his proclamation, after his interview with 

General Buell, took place, but the whole process seems to have 

been peculiarly offensive to Governor Johnson. The judge^ elect 

of the Supreme Court, to avoid the hands of Johnson, fled to 

Europe, where he still remains; the Judge elect of the Circuit 

Court was arrested, thrown into the Penitentiary, and sent off to 

Camp Chase in Ohio; the Judge elect of the Criminal Court was ar

rested and to avoid: going to jail took the oath, but was not per

mitted to enter upon his office; a like course generally was pur

sued with reference to the other officers. All the lawyers who 

neglected to appear and to take the oath, and give the required bond, 



were prohibited from exercising any of the functions of their 

profession. Thus if there had been any courts, were nearly 

all the lawyers removed from the Bar. But Governor Johnson 

wanted no courts; he had no use for them; they would have been 

in his way. The bankers, the officers of banks, and of Insurance 

companies were summoned to appear, take the prescribed oath, 

under penalty of having their funds confiscated. Some of these 

having placed their assets in security, fled, some to Canada, and 

some South, but the most of them took the oath demanded. Without 

this oath no merchant of any class could renew his license. This 

process closed rapidly, as their licenses expired, the business 

houses of the city. Very soon nearly all the trade of the city 

was in the hands of Jews and Yankees. In passing about the streets, 

a citizen would find the old established merchants gone, and their 

places closed, or occupied by strangers.

As the year wore away matters grew rapidly worse. Large numbers 

of negroes, men and women, were forcibly taken from their masters, 

in the city, and throughout the country and set to work on the forti

fications about Nashville. Many were seized and made either waggoners 

or servants to wait on the Federal officers. In their retreat into 

Kentucky from North Alabama, the Federal army was accompanied by 

many thousands of men, women, and children, all of whom were told 

that they were free, and should never again be enslaved, but to 

ensure their liberty they must keep within the Federal lines. But 

this was not the only respect in which systematic robbery was carried 

on by them; by the Military Governor, and by his creature appointed 



appointed as the City Government. A majority of the people of 

the First Church and congregation resides in the contigious 

country, and many who live in the city have their plantations 

in the neghborhood. Every one of these plantations has been 

desolated. They have been robbed not only of their negroes, 

but also of their corn, wheat, oats, hay, bacon, and other pro

visions; they have been robbed of their horses, hogs, cattle, sheep, 

mules, wagons, and carts; their fences have been torn down, burned 

and destroyed, and in not a few instances they have consumed 

their dwellings and in move, have robbed them of all their valuable 

contents, including clothing, jewels, and money; sometimes their 

owners have been sent off to prison, and in a few cases have been 

murdered in cold blood, in the presence of their wives and children. 

Those who lived by their business in the city have fared little better 

The business of all has been to a great extent broken up and destroyed 

or painfully curtailed; some of their stores have been broken open, 

and rifled of a large portion of their contents; many of their ware 

houses have been seized and made depositories of Federal goods; 

and some of them were turned out of their residences, which with 

their furniture, were appropriated as Yankee dwellings.

This would seem to have been enough to have driven our people to 

madness. But still other oppressions were heaped upon them. The 

Military Govennor, and the obsequious City authorities of his ap

pointment, have been equally rapacious and unscrupulous with the 

Federal armies. But their robberieswere in another direction.

Early in the summer an order was issued by Governor Johnson, that
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Specified citizens, to the number of a hundred, or more, many 

of whom were members of this church and congregation, should 

pay designated sums of money, ranging from a hundred to five 

hundred dollars each for the pretended purpose of "aiding 

the suffering families of Confederate soldiers." The money was 

paid. Of its appropriation we know nothing. During the month of 

December this process was repeated, on a still larger scale. A 

meeting of the City Council was held on the 12th of that month, and 

a notable proceeding was adopted, four only out of fifteen dissenting. 

We copy the record:

Resolved, by the City Council, That inasmuch as the misery, 

poverty, and want, experienced in every part of our city, have been 

brought upon us by wealthy secessionists, and traitors, who caused 

this war for their own benefit, regardlesss of the warning of all 

good peace loving Union men, therefore be it

Resolved, That■acoommittee be appointed to draw up a list of names 

of the most prominent, wealthy, and influential of these would be 

oppressors (not forgetting the committee of vigilahts) and hand the 

same to Andrew Johnson, Governor, with a request that he levy a suit

able tax on each and all of them, making a sum of thirty five thousand 

dollars, or more if necessary, to be used for the benefit of the 

poor of our city, and the numberless refugees who have come here 

for protection.

Resolved, That the time has come for all peace-loving Union 

men, here, and elsehwere, to come out boldly, and show their 

hands - that they have been crowded and treated with indignities,



long enough and. that it is our duty to assert our rights and 

do all in our power to roll treason and traitors back to the den 

from which they emenated (South Carolina) and there bury them in 

eternal oblivion, the scorn of all men.”

"It was then on motion of Souncilman Driver, resolved that the 

members voting in the affirmative constitute the committee to furnish 

the list of names to Governor Johnson.

On motion of Councilman Yarbrough, Mr. Driver was appointed 

Chairman of said committee."

Three facts in regard to these proceedings ought to be noticed. 

The first is that this Mr. Council Driver is a Massachusetts Yankee, 

who for some years past has been domiciled among us in various ca

pacities, but for the most part as a dealer in shoes; the second 

fact is that a large proportion indeed nearly all "the numberless 

refugees who had come here for protection," were negroes, who had 

escaped, or been forcibly taken from their masters by Federal soldiers, 

and were here harbored by the Military Governor and his city authorities; 

and the third is that this same City Council was moved to this pro

ceeding, not really as is avowed in the first resolution, by "the misery, 

poverty, and want, experienced in every part of our city," nor as 

Governor Johnson says in his response, which will be presently noticed, 

by the sufferings of those "who have been reduced to poverty and 

wretchedness, in consequence of their husbands, sons, and fathers, 

having been forced into the armies of this unholy and nefarious re

bellion," but as averred, perhaps in the heat of passion, unwittingly, 

in the third resolution, by the consideration "That the time had 

come (as they believed) for all peace-loving Union men here and elsewhere 
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to show their hands, that they had been crowded and treated with 

indignation, long enough; and that it was their duty now to 

assert their rights, and to do all in their power to roll treason 

and traitors back to the den from which they emanated (South 

Carolina and there bury them in eternal oblivion, the scorn of 

all men.” "It was not," therefore, "that they cared for the poor," 

but because, as they alleged, they had "been crowded and treated 

with indignities," by these "wealthy secessionists," whose names 

Councilman Driver and his committee were authorized to collect, and 

^furnish to Governor Johnson," who by levying a suitable tax upon 

each and all of them, would "roll back these traitors and their 

treason to the den whence they emanated in South Carolina." They 

simply hated the rich, and they thought^benevolent souls, by this 

means to "bury them in oblivion, the scorn of all men."

How effectually these gentlemen accomplished that part of their 

design which looked to the plundering of our citizens, may be seen 

by the Order of Governor Johnson, issued the next day, December 15th, 

of which the substnace is embraced in the following extract:

"Whereas there are many helpless widows, wives, and children 

in the city of Nashville and county of Davidson, who have been 

reduced to poverty and wretchedness, in consequence of their 

husbands, sons, and fathers, having been forced into the armies 

of this unholy and nefarious rebellion; and their necessities 

having become great and manifest; and their wants for the ne

cessities of life so urgent, that all the laws of justice and 

humanity, would be grossly violated, unless something was done 

to relieve their destitute and suffering condition; the following 



assessments are ordered in behalf of these suffering, from 

those who have contributed directly, or indirectly, in 

bringing about this unfortunate state of things." 

TOtiether there are any such suffering families in Nashville or 
whether

Davidson county, is unknown to us; and if there is desig

nated that any part of the funds thus raised, shall ever reach 

them is equally unknown; but we think both exceedingly doubtful. 

But the governor goes on, and mentions eighty five names, and 

"assesses" each in amounts ranging from two thousand five hundred 

dollars, down to two hundred and fifty; the whole sum amounting to 

forty four thousand dollars. Of this amount seven thousand dollars 

are paid by the members and congregation of the First Baptist Church. 

They pay therefore nearly one sixth of the whole sum thus filched from 

the people. Could the value of all of which this church and con

gregation have been robbed during the year 1862, be fairly ascer

tained, it is confidently believed that it would be found to be not 

less than half a million dollars. '


