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-PresentOondition of the Church

Recapitulation; unionism developed in the church; its effect 

upon its harmony, and progress; Annual Sermon of the pastor; seizure 

of the church property by the Federal army; worship in the Room 

of the Young Men’s Christian Association.

In the preceding chapters we have sketched the events which 

led to the organization of the First Baptist Church in Nashville 

and recorded the principles which it embraced; we have seen the 

progress under the pastorship of Mr. Dabbs, its defection under the 

pastorship of Mr. Fall, and its recovery, reorganization, and advance

ment under the pastorship of Mr. Gayle; we have referred to the cir

cumstances which led to the pastorship of Dr. Howell, and the events 

which characterized his administration up to the time of his return 

to Virginia, especially the origination of “The Baptist** newspaper; 

the organization of the-,Sunday school; the defence of the Baptist 

State Convention; and the division of the churches on account of the 

missionary controversy; we have noticed the constitution form members 

of this church axd of two other churches, the church in Murfreesboro 

and the church in South Nashville, and also the great success of the 

gglored Mission which it established; we have narrated its early and 

constant collisions with the Concord Association, with which we have 

connected the history of some other associations in Middle Tennessee, 



and &£ their claims to authority over the churches; we have seen 

the formation in this church of the Education Society, which resulted 

in Union University at Murfreesboro; of the Publication Society, 

for "Oolpo'rtage and Sunday schools; of a State Bible Society, for 

the diffusion of the Word of God; at home and abroad; the reorganization 

of the old Foreign Mission Society originally founded by Luther 

Rice; and the merging of all these into one organization, the General 

Association of Tennessee; we have sketched the most prominent revivals 

that occurred in the church; its rapid progress in numbers, wealth, 

and moral and social power; the initiary movement towards a Southern 

Baptist Ideological Seminary, now so happily established at Greenville, 

South Carolina; the donation of ”The Baptist” newspaper to the General 

Association, and the conditional gift of that paper to the business 

firm of ”Graves and Shankland;” the resignation of the pastorship 

by Dr. Howell, and his removal to Richmond, Virginia. We have re

ferred to the events which characterized the pastorship of Dr. Baker, 

and of Mr. Bayless and the location in this church of the Bible Board 

of the Southern Baptist Convention; of the origin and progress dur

ing Dr, Howell’s absence from the state, of Landmark!sm and the un

happy practical consequences; we have noticed Dr. Howell’s return 

to the pastorship of the church, and the reasons that impelled it;

the embroilment with the Bible Board in which he found Mr. Graves and 

Mr, Dayton, the transfer of that embroilment to the church, their 

organization of a schismatical party and the expulsion from the 

church of both these men and of their party; we have sketched the 

violence committed upon the church by the General Association, by an 



ex parte Council, called and conducted by Mr. Graves; by the 

Concord Association, and the war waged by the factions generally 

in this state, and in surrounding states against the church, 

against the pastor, and against the Southern Baptist Convention; we 

have examined the Landmark theory, seen the Pedobaptist errors upon 

which it is based, and pointed out some of the injuries it has in

flicted upon the cause of Christ; we have traced the controversy on 

Church Government generally, and Church comity especially, as it was 

elicited in the collision of this church with the Baptist State Con

vention of Mississippi, and the doings of its committee in this city; 

we have seen the influence upon the church of the invasion of the South 

by the Federal armies; the circumstances which characterized the 

capture of the city by those armies; the appointment of Andrew Johnson 

as Military Governor; the violation under his rule of all law, the 

erroneous destruction of property, and the tyranny exercised by him 

over the citizens; and we have narrated the circumstances of the 

arrest and imprisonment of Dr. Howell, together with the other 

pastors of the city, his treatment in prison, the course adopted by 

the church in this crisis; and his release and return to the pastorship 

Very little more remains to be added to this Memorial.

The expulsion of Mr. Graves and his faction, freed the church almost 

entirely from the abolition element, with which we had previously been 

so painfully encumbered. His adherents were, as has already been seen, 

nearly all from the North. At the beginning of the war, it was not 

known that the churches numbered in its membership a single enemy of 

the South. No other church in the city was composed so exclusively of 



natives of the Southern States, and no other cherished so warm 

a sympathy with the Southern Confederacy. Immediately after the 

capture of the city three gentlemen of the church, did not hesi

tate to declare themselves on the side of the Federal Government, 

two of whom were at once appointed "by Johnson as members of his 

City Government. The effect upon the great body of the church and 

congregation, was instantaneous and decided. They felt immeasurably 

mortified, and much as they loved them and their families before, 

they now avoided them as if the had been infected with leprosy. 

They ceased to fill their places in the sanctuary. Soon after two 

of them left the city. They are undoubtedly.all lost to the church. 

The feeling of aversion now prevailing between "Unionists and Rebels," 

of both sexes and all classes, is intense, and uncontrolable, and 

no matter how this conflict ends, whether in favor of the North, or 

the South, will not be obliterated in a hundred years. This state 

of things must necessarily greatly embarrass and retard the cause 

of Christ in Nashville.

At the close of the year 1862, the pastor preached his usual 

Annual Discourse. The present condition of the church will most 

readily appear by inserting some extracts from this discourse. He 

said:

"During the year now closed events have occurred among us 

which have been nearly fatal to the progress of the church. To some 

of these I will be permitted to allude.

The first I shall mention is the absence of nearly all male 

members, and very, many of the most active and energetic sisters of 



the church. When the year commenced a few of our young men 

remained with us. The wives and families of officers and soldiers 

were here. Now they are all gone. A few old men, boys, and sisters 

only are now at our side. Hardly can brethren enough be collected 

to conduct the services of an ordinary prayer meeting. Of this condition 

of things the finances of the church, its Sunday school, and its 

various other interests, have felt the effect most painfully. All are 

to a very great extent^ necessarily depressed and enfeebled. Nor dare 

we hope that while the city remains in its present circumstances, 

more force can be thrown into any of these departments. To whom can 

we look to do what may be done for the cause of Christ among us?

Our reliance must be mainly upon our sisters that remain, and their 

zeal and activity in days past, are our guaranty that this reliance 

Sill not be vain.

I may refer in the second place, to the fact that our circumstances 

have permitted only a very few of the church and congregation to 

assemble during the year. More than twenty of our families live on 

the other side of the river and the residences of more than half on 

this side.odrbbbeybndrthe city limits. Guards have been stationed 

at the river, and at every point on this side at which the city might 

be entered, and passes have been demanded of all who would come in 

or go out. These passes have been difficult to obtain. Sometimes 

their procurement was impossible. Only those therefore who lived 

near the centre of the city could assemble at the house of worship, 

and many of these were afraid to leave their residences even for an 

hour, lest they should be robbed by some of the multitude of thieves 



with which the city hag daily swarmed in every part. Not one 

third therefore, even of that part of the church and congre

gation, that have reamined at home;, have met for worship, or 

for any other purpose during the whole year. You could not 

assemble; your pastor could not visit you; how then could the 

church make any progress? How could its painful deterioration 

be prevented? May not the pastor i almost exilaim, as he looks 

around! him today:

When I remember all the friends so linked together 
I*ve seen around me fall like leaves in wintry weather, 

I feel like one who treads alone some banquet hall deserted, 
Whose lights are fled, whose garlands dead, 

And all but he departed.

Thirdly, During two months of the year your pastor has been shut 

up in prison. Of the details of this event, this is not the time, 

nor the place, to speak as I desire. Some other opportunity may present 

itself, when I may be able to do so satisfactorily and without im

propriety.

I will only add.fourthly, that the destruction of your property 

during the year, has been immense. Of this also I may avail myself 

of some other occasion to speak as fully as the subject deserves.

When you remember only these four consideration you are not sur

prised that the church has made no progress during the year. It is on 

the contrary, wonderful indeed;, that it has not been utterly anni- 

hilated.

With this condition of things the statistics of the church naturally 

correspond. Th® membership so far as can at present be known, iS five 

less than at the close of the last year. Our only additions have been 

one baptized, and one received by letter. Ourhave been 



one expelled and the death of six members. Our whole number is 

277, of whom 103 are males and 174 are females. In the colored 

part of the church seventeen have been baptized, one has been 

received by letter, and three have been restored to fellowship, 

making an aggregate additon of twenty-one members. During the same 

time thirteen have been expelled, and ten have died, leaving an 

agregate loss of twenty-three, and showing a membership of two 

less than last year. The whole number of colored members is now 

243. The entire membership of the church, including both white 

and colored, is today 520.

The Sunday school has of course participated in all the. em

barrassments which during the past year have retarded the progress 

of the church. Its average attendance has been about a hundred; at 

least a third less than last year; and last year it was a third 

less than the year before. Our principal difficulty has been now for two 

years, a want of officers and teachers. Since this year commenced more 

than half the Sunday schools of the city have been broken up and 

dispersed. Multitudes of unoccupied children have therefore crowded 

our streets. Our Sunday school might, by collecting these children 

together, have been indefinitely enlarged, had brethren and sisters 

been here who could have been active in this work. They were not 

here. So far therefore from advancing, it has demanded all our best 

efforts to preseve its bare existence. Shall your Sabbath School, 

bbeloved brethren, which has so happily prospered; which has been 

sometimes the largest and most effective in the city; which is the 

right arm of the church, and which has ever been your pride and glory;



shall your Sabbath School dwindle and expire? God forbid. To 

preserve, invigorate, and advance it, you will, I know, do all 

that can be done. The Sunday school of the Colored Mission has 

not been seriously affected. It has enjoyed its usual prosperity.

In the department of Missions, Home and Foreign, colportage, 

education, and the distribution of the Bible, you have of course 

been able to do nothing whatever, beyond placing, as you did in 

January last, of two or three thousand copies of the New Testament 

in the hands of the soldiers of the Confederate army. . , ,

The finances of the church, as reported t<? me by the treasurer, 
eight 

have been exceedingly depressed. Sixteen hundred and thirty/dollars 

and twenty five cents, constitute the whole sum contributed for all 

pusposes. Bais sum has been disbursed exclusively to meet the in- 

dispensible expenses of the church. For you who have been accustomed 

to pay eight or nine thousand dollars annually, this sum seems very 

inconsiderable. But taking into view the circumstances which have 

surrounded you, I regard it as creditable in the highest desgree.

You have certainly never done better. God requires of men "according 

to what they have, and not according! to what they have not."

Bae Deacons of the church have performed their duty with ac

customed vigilance and fidelity. They have done all that could be 

done and have accomplished much more than some of us thought pos

sible. They are entitled to receive, and I now tender to them all,, 

thus publicly the thanks of the whole church.

Of the state of religion in our denomination, or in any other 

denomination outside of this city, in Tennessee or elsewhere, I 

know nothing whatever. I have not been beyond its limits, except



to the Grave Yards at Mill Creek, and Mount Olivet, where we 

have buried some of our dead. I have not seen a religious news

paper since the: first of February, and since last April I have 

not tf^itten a single letter to any one, except Governor Johnson, 

nor received a letter from any human being. As to religious in

telligence, this whole period is to me an utter blank. In this 

city the church in Cherry Street is broken up and dispersed, and 

the edifice occupied by Federal troops. This church as yet remains 

the sole representative of the Baptist denomination in Nashville, and 

so far as I know, in all this part of the state of Tennessee.

I am now, brethren, preaching my thirty sixth Annual Pastoral 

Discourse. I may. never preach another. I hope I shall, but the 

future is all dark and uncertain. I may not have permission there

fore to append to the summary today presented, the briefest possible 

notice of my own labors and successes from my entrance upon the 

pastorship up to the present hour. For the pardon of that egotism 

which must necessarily enter into such a statement, I must, as I 

have so often done heretofore, rely upon your kind indulgance.
aI was licensed preacher five years before I was ordained. I have 

therefore been a minister now forty one years. Of these five years 

spent partly at home, on the Neuce, partly at college, and partly as 

a Missionary in lower Virginia, I shall say nothing.

W first pastorship was in Norfolk, Virginia, in charge of the 

church in Cumberland Street, which continued eight years. During this 

period I baptized into the fellowship of that church, including some 

baptized in contiguous places, chiefly in Hampton, in Elizabeth City 



county, in York county, in Matthews county, in Norfolk county, 

in Suffolk,and in Elizabeth City, in North Carolina, five hundred 

and nineteen persons, an annual average of about sixty five, of 

whom seven afterwards became ministers of the gospel. I also 

assisted as a presbyter in the organization of four churches and 

the ordination of five licentiates to the gospel ministry. This 

was the sum of my pastoral labors in Norfolk.

I was pastor of the Second Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia, 

a little more than seven years. I baptized during this period into the 

fellowship of that church, two hundred, and five persons; an annual 

average of about thirty, and assisted in the organization of five churches; 

and in the ordination of seven ministers of the gospel. Such were the 

results of my pastoral labors in Richmond.

Twenty two years I have nowbbeen the pastor of this church, 

during which period I have baptized into your fellowship including 

those baptized in the vicinity, especially in Eranklin, in Murfrees

boro, in Shelbyville, and in Williamson county, five hundred and 

thirty-two, making an annual average of about twenty-five. Of those 

here baptized twenty four have become ministers. I have also assisted 
in the organization of six ehurches^and in the ordination of twelve 

ministers of the gospel. In these facts you have a summary of my 

pastoral labors in Nashville Z- .

^et^hese details be all thrown together, and it will be seen that 
i i ; ■

during the thirty six years of my pastorship, I have baptised twelve 

hundred and fifty nine persons, which is an annual average of about 

thirty-five; that of those baptized by me, thirty one-have beconie 



ministers, not a few of whom I rejoice to find occupying today, 

positions of the highest usefulness and honor; aS missionaries 

abroad, and pastors at home; that I have acted as a presbyter 

in the organization of fifteen churches, some of which are now 

among the largestaand ablest in the country; and that I have z
assisted in the ordination of twenty four ministers of the gospel, 

some of whom, like others baptized by me, have gone to their reward 

on high, and the remainder are distributed as pastors throughout 

the various states of America, and as missionaries in China, and 

Africa. These outlines may give you an idea of the pastoral labors 

thus far of my life.

In the department of literature, I, as you know, have not been 

idle. What I have written will however, speak for itself. If I 

have been, as Paul, and Huss, and Wickliff, and Bunyan were, pursued, 

persecuted, and imprisoned, I have infinite reasons to be satisfied 

with the honors which my brethren have ever so abundantly lavished 

upon me.

I cannot close this part of my discourse without reference to 

distinguished consideration you have always extended to me.

Since the first hour of my arrival among you, you have bestowed upon 

me kindness after kindness of every character, and for all which I 

can never cease to cherish the profoundest gratitude. But during 

the year now closed, you have in various ways} laid me under peculiar 

and still stronger obligations.

In all the distresses and sufferings to which I have been sub

jected, and they have been many and deep, you have constantly ex
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tended to me your warm sympathy and. affection, of which in the 

most considerate and delicate manner you have given me daily mani

festations. For all this, from my heart, sincerely, and earnestly 

I thank you.

During all my long imprisonment last summer, the choir main

tained vigorously its organization, and efficiency and in this way 

aided materially in keeping together the congregation and church. 

This happy achievement was effected mainly, through the faithful 

exertions of tw or three young sisters whose powers and skill, as 

singers, have sldom been equaled in any city. To the choir at large, 

and to these young ladies especially, I must be allowed thus pub

licly to present my sincere thanks and the equally since thanks of 

the whole church.

The promptness and vigor with which throughout my ewttire* im

prisonment, you maintained among yourselves the accustomed services 

of the church, and duties of the Sunday school commands my unquali

fied admiration, and the unqualified admiration of all our griends. 

No minister was here to preach, or to lead you. The examples of 

all the other churches were discouraging. When their pastors with 

yours, were dragged off to prison, stunned by the blow, and utterly.;> 

discouraged, they ceased to meet for any purpose whatever. Like 

armies in ancient times, when their Commanders were stricken down, they 

dispersed and fled. You too felt the blow most painfully; you were 

dismayed, but you did not recede; you did not even waver. You follow 

no earthly leader. You look alone to Christ. You rallied to the 

work; you intermitted not one of the usual meetings; and you well 

supplied by your exhortations and expositions of the word of God, the



want of regular discourses. On my return pfound you all still 

marshalled and in line of "battle as I left you. Every one was 

in his place, and ready to press onward to victory. I thank the 

whole church; I thank the deacons especially, and I thank God 

for the abundant grace with which he supported you throughout the 

whole of this terrible crisis.

Beloved brethren, I thank you all for the assiduous attentions 

which under the embarrassing circumstances which have surrounded you, 

during the whole year, you have given to my pecuniary wants and to the 

necessities, and comfort of my family. Gladly, dear brethren, will 

I share not your joys only, but all your privations also, whatever 

those privations may be. Until the storm now raging is over, I ask 

only for food and raiment and a shelter from the inclemency of the 
these

seasons. Without/life cannot be supported. More than these I will 

not receive.

And here we close the volume of another years. Our work is done. The 

record is finished. The faults and the excellencies, which have 
meet 

characterized us, must remain as they are. We must with them all as 

they are at "the Judgment Seat of Christ."

We turn now to the future. The future1 What alas does it contain? 

What may it not evolve? I know not. It is all pretentious and fear

ful. I cannot penetrate its darkness a single inch. Two things only, 

are manifest; we must struggle persistently to maintain our grounds 

as a church and for the success of our faithful endeavor, we must look 

to the grace and blessing of our Heavenly Father."

Here is firm footing, here is solid rock;
All is sea besides; sinks under us;

Bestowes, and then devours."



This sermon was preached on Lord’s day, January 4, 1863.

The next day, Monday the Sth, the Federal army took possession 

of the house of worship, and converted it into a hospital.

Their workmen tore up the pews, pulpit, and other fixtures, and threw 

them together with the furniture, carpets, and books into the street. 

They then introduced "bunks” and filled them with their wounded and 

sick soldiers. This costly and beautiful edifice is now com

paratively a ruin. The church and congregation are dtiven out, 

but they are not destroyed nor dispersed. During the same week 

the Deacons obtained and fitted up as a place of worship the 

room of the Young Men’s Christian. Association in College Street.

There on the next Lord’s day, the 11th of January, the teachers of 

the Sunday school met their classes and the pastor met his church 

and congregation. There they still assemble at their wonted periods, 

A small remnant of a numerous body, and occupying an unsightly 

private room, the church is now very nearly what it was thirty years 

ago.


