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Oslo, March 9, 194b.

Rev.Marlin D.Farnum, 
Rev.George Sadler, D.D»

My dear Friends:

To-day I received the following telegram from 
Dr.Lewis in London, dated March 8:

’’American leaders North and South have cabled they 
much prefer third week of August difficult change 
date as Aubrey and others leaving early for 
Amsterdam suggest beginning middle second week 
continuing into third week till Americans arrive 
please wire reactions”.

I immediately cabled the following answer: 

"Leave it tojyou choose dates accommodating as far as 
possible both American and British leaders. Please 
telegraph result”.

As I do not know when the Americans are expected 
(except Mr.Farnum) or on what day Dr.Aubrey leaves for Amster­
dam, I was unable to make definite suggestions.

I wrote to Dr.Lewis to-day:
”1 can see serious objections to a conference sprawling 
out indefinitely, some people going and some people 
coming. Every effort should be made to secure at least 
two days when all leaders, both British and American, 
can take part in the discussions and concur in the 
findings. Preliminary conferences can of course be 
held before all of the Americans arrive and subsequent 
committee meetings be held after some of the British 
have left (for instance Relief Com? fouth Com? etc.) 
The meeting of the Executive should be given the right 
of way also while the British are still in London”.

This for your information. I sincerely hope 
that it may be possible to fix definite dates for the opening 
and the closing of the main conference, and for the BWA. 
Exec.Com.meeting.

Of course changes in the proposed dates for 
the London meeting will necessitate other changes in the 
itinerary of Dr.Johnson and such others as may accompany 
him.

Yours most sincerely



diarch io, 1948.

After writing the above, I have to-day received 
a new telegram from Dr.Lewis:

’’What do you think of abandoning the idea of a European 
conference holding a good two day meeting of Executive 
Committee beginning of third week in August in addition 
to continental members might bring over few others as 
proxies visits to Continent will accomplish much delay 
caused by American protest against dates fixed and 
European tension make successful conference doubtful 
reasonably sure of good committee meeting am delaying 
trip to Germany where I am needed until question of 
dates is settled”.

I am sending him at once the following reply: 
”1 agree to abandoning European conference provided 
British members concur and provided this does not clash 
with previous decisions of Executive or Administrative 
committees. What about having Executive meet in Holland?” 

To-day I have also received a letter from Dr. 
Lewis, dated March 3, in which he says that the only time 
he could secure High Leigh for the European conference was 
August 7-11.

Of course these dates clash with the change 
suggested in his telegram of March 8.

Cordially Yours,


