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Dececiter 16—191S,

Rev. J. M. Frost, D.D., 
Nashville, Tenn.

Dear Brothers
Thank yon for your very kind letter of December 

13. I am interested in your intimated criticism of "three men’’, 
I suppose Bergson, Eucken and Fullerton. Remember, beloved, that 
we are not to judge them as professors of systematic theology. 
They drop more nearly into the thinking category of the prophets 
of the 61d Testament. I believe it can be easily shown that they 
are equal to several of the Old Testament prophets and surpass 
in their thinking more than one. More and .more I cling to the 
theology deduced from paul’s experience in his conversion and in the 
experience o^ his union with Christ, where he says, ”1 live yet 
not I but Christ in me". I am glad indeed that just at this time 
I have received a great book from Forsyth, whom I count the great­
est theological thinker living, "Faith, Freedom and the Future." 
He is waging a mighty battle between the "Word" and the "Spirit". 
He means by the word not definitely the Bible, but the Logos and 
his gospel as revealed in the cross and by the Spirit the freedom 
in the spirit which was seized upon by the Anabaptists and which 
I was talking about in the early part of this letter. I am not 
at the end of his argument, but he is making me think through the 
whole question involved. The thinking is so deep that I find myself 
rereading page after page and waithin again until the morrow to re­
read.

mhese philosophers are breaking up the ground for the 
Bautista, it seems to me. They have killed Materialism dead; they 
have killed Tnt.ellectualism; they have killed Naturalism, the three 
bases of the old philosophies. They have come to Life and our 
experience of life, to the spiritual universe and our at-home-ness 
in it. They are glorifying Intuition, the answer back of the indi­
vidual heart immediately to Tod without priest or ceremony. They 
are killing ecclesiastieism and scholasticism - have killed them. 
They have gone ^ar enough to accept Christianity as the highest 
and a complete expression of the life of God in the hflman world. 
So far as I have gone I have not found that they have discussed the 
person of Chris* involving his atonement, but Eucken in particular 
demands an outright conversior and a life-long strug le for harmair-
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December 18-1912.

Rev. J. a. Prost, D.D., I
Nashville, Tenn. y

Pear Brother:
The enclosed is clipped from my Note and Comment * 

columns which I wish that you shall not miss. The more I think of 
it, the more clearly do I see that in this new philosophy of life' 
the priest, infant baptism, /ater remission are absolutely debarred. 
Dr. Sampey and T vere^tailing today and he said nThis philosophy of 
life gives the whole field to the Baptists ant they ought to go 
in and take it."

I did not mean to imply that I was not ready to pub­
lish anything that you might wish on the subject of this philos­
ophy of life, and I meant in saying let us write about it that we 
should first understand each other and the philosophy. A great 
book is "Christianity and the New Idealism" by Eucken, which 
Dr. Mabie has been seeking to scatter throughout the world. He 
says a new prophet of righteousness, a new advocate of the Kingdom 
has come in Eucken. If you find anything definite contrary to 
these opinions please let me know. I an anxious to have a clean­
cut ani definite conception of the truth and the bearing of the truth 
involved. I see that Prof. Eucken is going to spend three months 
at Harvard University and so America is to h ar much of him in the 
early months.

Eraternally you rs,

—The books * that ^he— philosophers 
Eucken, Bergson and Fullerton, which 
we have reviewed lately, do not say all 
we would have them say, not by any 
means; but how they do strike master 
blows at ecclesiasticism, sacerdotalism, 
infant baptism, priests, bishops, pope, 
materialism, bold intellectualism, natur­
alism and all of their kind. They lay 
down as the basis of their philosophy 
life, and the experience and the response 
of life, and so fallow the ground for 
Baptists to sow deep and wide their prin­
ciples.
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