
Seminary Fires Controversial Author.

A
LONG boiling controver­

sy among Southern 
Baptists over “The 
Message of Genesis” by 

Dr. Ralph H. Elliott has re­
sulted in dismissal of the author 
from the faculty of the Mid­
western Baptist Theological 
seminary here.

The book treats the Biblical 
account of the creation of the 
world, and the Adam and Eve 
story, as symbolic and theologi­
cal rather than literal and his­
torical.

Point of Controversy.
Since it was published in 

July, 1961, it has been a source 
of continuing contention between 
liberal and conservative fac­
tions within the Southern Bap­
tist convention.

Dr. Elliott, 37 years old, was 
the first faculty member chosen 
for the seminary when it was 
opened in 1958. He said he was 
notified of his dismissal Jast 
night.

The board of truftcea of the

Dr. Ralph H. Elliott. 
____ ______ _______________< 

seminary, meeting at I he Hotel 
Muchlebaeh last night, was back 
in sCssio" there today preparing 
a statement explaining its posi­
tion.

During a recess, Dr. Malcom 
Knight of Jacksonville, Fla., 
board president, said the action 
was taken “reluctantly and re­
gretfully” after the board had 
first asked Dr. Elliott to volun­
tarily withdraw his book from 
publication.

“Dr. Elliott felt he could not 
conscientiously do this,” Knight 
said.

Instead of reprinting the book, 
the Baptist Sunday school board 
returned his contract and Dr. 
Eliott retains full rights and 
could have it printed elsewhere.

Copies of the controversial 
book are not now available.

Like Hot Cakes.
The first printing of 5,000 

copies sold out quickly after the 
book was published' in July, 
1961, by the Broadman Press of 

♦the Southern Baptist Sunday 
[ School Board of Nashville, Tenn. 
: Criticism from Southern Bap- 
t tists kept the book from a sec- 
. ond printng even though there
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