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Protest Grows 
Over Baptist 
Dismissal
Faculty members of the Saint 

Paul School of Theology have 
joined those protesting the dis­
missal of Dr. Ralph Elliott 
from the faculty of the Midwest­
ern Baptist Theological semi­
nary.

“Integrity in theological edu- 
! cation requires both faith and 
i freedom—faith in the God who 
has acted for us, and freedom 
to interpret and express that 

I faith,” the group said.
“Dr. Elliott, it seems to us, 

was acting within the necessi­
ties of this integrity when he 
refused to wi hdraw on his own 

; initiative a book which express- 
' es his judgement in the field of 
• his competence.

“The issue is not a question of 
some certain interpretation of 
the Book of Genesis; it is a 
question of the freedom and of 
the calling of the Christian 
truth without the binding of 
mind and conscience.”

S PASTORS’ MEETING
* CHEERS DR. ELLIOTT > - - - - - - - -
£ General Ministerial Alliance 
СЛ Approves Call for Aca-
> demic Freedom.
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о AUTHOR TELLS OF BOOK
H --------------- —
x* "Message of Genesis," In­

volved in His Dismissal, 
Defended Before 100.

Я The General Ministerial Alli- 
м ance of Greater’ Kansas City— 

with double the turnout it has 
>3 had in the last seven years— 
cj gave a standing ovation yester- 

day to Dr. Ralph H. Elliott, who 
сл was dismissed October 25 from 
у the Midwestern Baptist Theo- 

logical seminary here.
After mildly joking, “Please 

* don’t use that word ‘turnout’,” 
Dr. Elliott discussed his contro- 

0 versial book,- “The Message of 
Genesis,” before about 100 min- 
is ter s.

The book treats the Biblical 
£ account of the creation and the 
“ story of Adam and Eve as sym- 

bolical rather than literal.
Views Are Stated.

o The ministers ' unanimously 
approved a statement saying! 
that they regretted Dr. Elliott’s 

«© dismissal, and that they were 
concerned for the future of the 
seminary and its ability to re­
tain and keep men of scholar­
ship and integrity on its faculty.

“We express our hope,” the 
resolution reads, “that the semi­
nary may establish a policy of 
religious liberty and academic 
freedom within the seminary 
community that will protect stu­
dents and faculty in their ef­
fort to seek and interpret re­
ligious truth.

“All members of the Christian 
community have a stake in the 
preservation of freedom of the 
pulpit, freedom to speak, to 
write, and to publish what God 
leads us to proclaim.

Religious Liberty Asked.
“All of us have been caught 

in institutional problems. . . . 
For this reason we express our 
love for those involved in the 
dismissal of Dr. Elliott as well 
as Dr. Elliott and his family . . . 
We bel’eve that the religious 
community should lead in the 
practice of religious liberty and 
not simply ask governments to 
guarantee it in civil affairs.”

Dr. Elliott said he feared his 
dismissal would set the school 
back in its efforts to achieve 
accreditation. He said he did not 
consider himself a martyr, nor 
did he feel persecuted.

“I hope to remain a minister 
to Baptists as long as there is 
an avenue of service,” he said.

Intellectual doctrines can 
have a diabolical nature, he said, 
and added that Jesus gave only 
one doctrinal text, “That ye 
have love for one another.”

Dr. Elliott said he intended to 
move from his office within a 
week.

The metin gwas held at St. i 
Paul School of Theology, Meth-1 
odist.

Time to Catch Up.
IT is sad to realize that one 
x of our largest Protestant 
denominations fails to recog­
nize the fact that we are living 
in a highly technological and 
progressive age. Archaic doc­
trines and theories need to be 
revised or changed in order 
for the church to keep its 
place in 20th century society.

I am speaking of the Baptist 
denomination (the church I 
was raised in) and more spe­
cifically the firing of the Bap­
tists’ most promising ray of 
hope, Dr. Ralph Elliott, from 
the Midwestern Baptist Theo­
logical seminary.

Must a man be made a 
sacrificial lamb just because 
he is so “liberal” that he dares 
to voice a theory already 
shared by many of our more 
enlightened sects?

Mrs. Nancy Hoch.
1147 Danby road, 
Itiaca, N. Y. 
A former Kansas Citian.
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ON DR. ELLIOTT’S SIDE
CENTRAL, BAPTIST FACUL 
TY DEPLORES DISMISSAL.

Seminary Teachers Object 
Infringement on Honest 

Inquiry, Research.

to

> The faculty of the Central 
Baptist Theological seminary, 
Kansas City, Kansas, yesterday 

2 made known views “deploring 
H an attempt at infringement on 
И honest inquiry and research in 

the field of Christian faith.”
4 The faculty decided Wcdnes- 
£ day to express its view in con- 

nection with the recent dismis- 
sal of Dr. Ralph Elliott as a fac- 

- ulty member of the Midwestern
Baptist Theological seminary 
here. “In view of the public at- 

2 tention which has been called to
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' the principle of academic free­
dom raised by . . . the dismis­
sal.”

A statement of the faculty’s 
views reads:

As a faculty of a graduate 
school of theology, we affirm our 
responsible relationship to the 
church of Jesus Christ to conduct 
honest inquiry and research with­
in the theological frame of ref­
erence of our Christian faith and 
therefore deplore any infringe­
ment upon the fulfillment of this 
responsibility.

A vital theology, on which the 
health of the church depends, is 
the product of honest commit­
ment and an atmosphere of free 
inquiry and debate.
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Baptist Unit 
Not ‘Alarmed’
At Elliott Firing
Raleigh, N. C. (AP)-North 

Carolina Baptists argued briefly 
today over the recent firing of 
a seminary faculty member and 
passed a resolution encouraging 
an “attitude of trust” in Chris­
tian teachers.

It was a severely watered- 
down version of a proposal sub­
mitted by the Rev. R. D. Davis 
of Lumber Bridge calling on the 
Baptist state convention to go 
on record as being “alarmed” 
over the firing.

The debate, at the final ses­
sion of the convention’s annual 
meeting, grew out of the dis­
charge of Dr. Ralph Elliott from 
his post on the faculty of Mid­
western seminary in Kansas 
City. The firing came after he 
wrote a book entitled “The Mes­
sage of Genesis.” The book 
questioned the historical accu­
racy of the Biblical Genesis.

Mr. Davis had called on thb 
convention to approve a resolu­
tion mentioning Dr. Elliott by 
name and referring specifically 
to his discharge.
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VIRGINIA BAPTISTS 
ASK ЕШОП ДАТА
Reasons for Dismissal Re-

quested of Midwestern 
Seminary.

A RESOLUTION ADOPTED
It Expresses Hope Action Will 

Not Discourage 
Scholarship.

< Virginia Beach, Va. (AP)— 
Q Virginia Baptists asked the 

trustees of Midwestern semi-7)
Cd nary yesterday to make public 
P their reasons for dismissing Dr.
К

7)

Integrity Is Praised.
Dr. Ralph Elliott was com­

mended last night as a Chris­
tian scholar of marked integ­
rity by the Kansas City Society 
of Theological Studies.

The society expressed appre­
ciation for Dr. Elliott’s efforts 
in organizing the society and 
comm end eThiF strength ot con­
viction.

“We also express our earnest 
desire that, from the unhappy 
circumstances which surround 
his removal from our midst,” 
the resolution stated, “that 
there may yet come peace to 
our total academic community 
in which theological scholarship 
may play its rightful, free and 
responsible role in the life of 
the church.”

The meeting 'of the society 
last night, at William Jewell col­
lege, Liberty, was its first as a 
body.

Dr. Elliott told members that 
he is not seeking vindication but 
regrets that he has lost fellow­
ship with an “institution that I 
dearly love.

“When there is a conflict be­
tween what one believes to be 
the free and best and his denom­
ination, he must take the free 
and best.”

05 It is our earnest hope, there- 
fore, that theological education 
in our free society may be pro­
tected from any curtailment of a 
responsible exploration of truth, 
which is necessary to the fulfill­
ment of a teaching ministry that 
is responsible to the gospel which 
has been entrusted to the Chris­
tian community of which we are 
a part.

A controversy among Southern 
Baptists over a book, “The Mes­
sage of Genesis,” written by Dr. 
Elliott, resulted :n his dismissal 
last month from the Midwestern 
seminary faculty.

The Central seminary is an 
American Baptist - sponsored 
school.
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Ralph Elliott from the faculty.
Elliott was dismissed October 

25 from the faculty of the Kan­
sas City, Mo., seminary in a 
controversy over his book “The 
Message of Genesis,” published 
in 1861. It interprets the book 
of Genesis in a nonfundament­
alist manner.

Adopt a Resolution.
| The request that the trustees 
^publicize their reasons for Dr. 
’Elliott’s dismissal was contained
/in a resolution adopted at the 
jannual meeting of the Baptist 
^General Association of Virginia.

The resolution was offered by 
’the resolutions committee as a 

& substitute for a much stronger 
Jone offered Tuesday by the Rev. 

w W. N. Stockburger of Norfolk. 
И The substitute resolution ex-

pressed hope that Dr. Elliott’s 
dismissal would not “discourage
diligent scholarship or stifle free 
expression of conviction in our 
educational institutions.”

It reaffirmed “the cherished 
Baptist belief in the competen­
cy, Hie right and the responsi­
bility of every individual to in­
terpret the Bible for himself .

Backing is Renewed.
In a morning session, a Mid­

western trustee deplored Dr. 
Elliott’s dismissal. The speaker 
was the Rev. Vernon B. Rich- 
ardson, pastor of University 
Baptist church in Baltimore, 
who dissented from the trustee’s 
vote to dismiss Dr. Elliott.

Mr, Richardson said the dis- 
, missal represented a crisis in 
the Baptist church.

“It is a grim reminder of 
J sickness in our health, a weak- 

■ ness in our power,” Mr. Rich- 
* ardson.


